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The prime minister said that whereas alarm bells were going off across Europe over Hungary’s new laws on paedophilia, 

the law passed on Tuesday was not in conflict with any “lofty ideals” or European laws. It “simply states clearly that only 

parents can decide on the sex education of their children.” The prime minister said education in schools must not be in 

conflict with the will of parents, but should at most be supplementary. Its form and content must be clearly defined and it 

must be subject to parental consent. He said the current “left-wing campaign against Hungary” was further proof that the 

left was “the enemy of freedom”, arguing that “instead of freedom of speech, they want political correctness as defined by 

them, and hegemony of opinion instead of a pluralism of ideas”. “Let’s face it, this movement is eternal, and its new slogan 

is no longer ‘Proletarians of the world, unite!’ but ‘Liberals of the world, unite!’” Orbán wrote. This, he added, reinforced “the 

Central European conviction that today’s liberals are in fact communists with degrees”.

Only parents should be the ones to decide on the sex education of their children, 
Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in a “samizdat” letter.
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ORBÁN: PARENTS WANT 
CHILDREN TO BE SHIELDED 
FROM PORNOGRAPHY, 
HOMOSEXUALITY

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

said parents rightfully expected 

children to be shielded from 

pornography, sexuality for its 

own sake, homosexuality and 

“gender reassignment programs” 

on the platforms they visit. “These 

restrictions must also be defined 

with surgical precision,” he wrote. 

“In Hungary, no one has a say in how 

adults live their lives. In our view, a 

free adult should not have to give 

an account of his life in front of any 

secular authority - only before God 

when the time comes.” This was 

why, he said, the law did not apply 

to the lives and “sexual practices” of 

adults over the age of 18. “Moreover, 

in the European context, Hungarian 

society is among Europe’s most 

committed nations to individual 

freedom and tolerance.” The reasons 

for this, he said, were rooted in 

Hungary’s cultural traditions, 

Christian freedom, the nation’s 

struggles for its own freedom and 

“a deep contempt for communism 

and communist tyranny”. Orbán said 

Hungarian freedom was not just 

about political freedom, freedom of 

choice, freedom of speech, freedom 

of assembly and association, but 

also about “the right to defend our 

families and educate our children 

as we see fit”. “Our law is a worthy 

continuation of the European 

tradition of freedom,” he insisted. 

“The debate on the future of Europe 

- that is, our children - has just 

begun,” the prime minister wrote. 

“We are here, and we stand ready.”

KOCSIS: FIDESZ ASKS 
GOVT TO MAINTAIN 
CREDIT MORATORIUM

The Fidesz parliamentary group 

has asked the government to make 

sure banks maintain the credit 

moratorium, the ruling party’s 

group leader Máté Kocsis said on 

Thursday. The moratorium must 

be kept for people in need, but the 

issue should also be included in the 

National Consultation public survey, 

too, Kocsis told a press conference 

at a Fidesz meeting in Debrecen, in 

eastern Hungary.

Meanwhile, Kocsis said that the 

pandemic, migration and economic 

challenges must be faced but 

Hungary was also in danger of 

“returning to the past”. He said the 

leader of the opposition Democratic 

Coalition, Ferenc Gyurcsány, was “a 

potential danger” if he regained 

power. Kocsis said the former 

Socialist prime minister was the 

ringleader of the various opposition 

forces, while others such as the 

current mayor of Budapest, Gergely 

Karácsony, were “bit players”. He 

insisted that the election would 

determine whether or not Hungary 

returned to “blood and violence and 

the policy of austerity”.

ORBÁN: PANDEMICS AND 
MIGRATION TO DEFINE 
NEXT DECADE 

Pandemics and migration will 

have a serious impact on European 

Christian democracy in the coming 

decade, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

told Croatian daily Glas koncila in an 

interview. 

Regarding the International 

Eucharistic Congress which will be 

held in Hungary in September, Orbán 

said “protocol issues” had arisen in 

connection with the Pope’s visit 

“that... the anti-Christian and anti-

Church forces took aim at”. Pope 

Francis will be received with respect 

and “Christian humility” in Hungary 

as the head of Vatican State and of 

the Catholic Church, he said. The 

Hungarian government and the 

pontiff have disagreements on the 

issue of migration, Orbán said. “We 

are vehemently opposed to migration, 

while the Catholic Church has its own 

opinion,” which had given rise to 

reports that Pope Francis and Orbán 

“don’t see eye to eye” and “did not 

want to meet”, he said.

Meanwhile, Orbán said Hungary’s 

“spirit” had seen a sea-change in 

the past three decades. “Life is more 

valuable but it does not yet fully 

receive the respect it is due,” he said. 

“Hungary is a secular state looking for 

its way to God,” he said. Hungary has 

a “strong, organised community of 

atheists, anti-clerics and liberals who 

have a strong media doing everything 
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in their power to stymie the spread of 

Christian values,” Orbán said. At the 

same time, “Christian media and civil 

organisations are at least as strong if 

not stronger, and we hold the political 

positions,” he added. Christianity is 

“not a matter of religion but of pre-

determination,” Orbán said. “A war of 

cultures and civilisations is under way. 

The war for Europe’s spirit and future is 

being waged here and now. We need 

prayer for Christian unity, because 

Christianity cannot be upheld in 

Europe without cooperation,” he said. 

The great achievements of Christian 

civilisation will have to be upheld, he 

added.

On the subject of migration, he 

said that instead of motivating 

migrants to stay away from their 

homelands they should be helped 

to return as swiftly as possible, and 

this stance should be reflected in 

European policy, whether in terms 

of its military activities, economic 

intervention, stabilisation or fostering 

the creation of normal living 

conditions in the relevant regions. 

Migration, he added, does not take 

place spontaneously, but is organised 

according to political and business 

interests, with the result that “Muslim 

masses are brought to the European 

continent”. Countries that fail to 

protect themselves, he said, would 

be unrecognisable in 20 years’ time. 

“Swimming in multicultural currents 

involves losing everything that is 

important in life.” 

Orbán said that whereas Hungary 

had paid a high price for refusing 

to sign the Istanbul Convention or 

“supporting Cold War policy” -- as 

well as for refusing to join the West 

in “kicking” the Russian President, 

for protecting the Christian family 

model or providing “room for LGBT 

madness” -- much more would be 

lost by abandoning these principles. 

Westerners, he insisted, were content 

to live in a post-national, post-

Christian world and “want us to do 

the same”. But a counterbalance of 

regional cooperation was needed, 

he said, to protect national, Christian 

cultures. Orbán said attacks against 

these values emanated from Brussels 

and were linked to American liberal 

political and economic forces. The 

EU, he said, pro-forma comprised 

member states on an equal footing, 

but France and Germany “form an 

axis and enforce their own will”. 

“Sometimes this coincides with 

the interests of Central Europe; at 

others it conflicts with them.” Central 

Europe needs the strength to pursue 

its own interests, he said. Central 

Europeans are for nation states 

because democracy “can only take 

place within a national framework”. 

“Western Europe prefers a Brussels-

based empire,” Orbán added.

ORBÁN: ‘PANDEMIC, 
MIGRATION, GYURCSÁNY 
GREATEST THREATS TO 
HUNGARY’ 

Beyond the pandemic and migration, 

former prime minister Ferenc 

Gyurcsány gaining power “represent 

the greatest threat to Hungary”, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said at a 

meeting of the ruling Fidesz-Christian 

Democrats, the daily Magyar Nemzet 

said. Orbán told a Fidesz-Christian 

Democrat parliamentary group 

meeting in Debrecen, eastern Hungary, 

that the past year had seen health, 

economic and social crises at the 

same time. Hungary handled the “triple 

crisis” extremely well and “won the 

European vaccination race”, becoming 

the country with the highest 

vaccination rate in Europe, he added. 

The high number of vaccinations has 

enabled a relaunch of the economy, 

Orbán said, adding that a 5.1% growth 

this year would propel the economy 

to pre-crisis levels. If economic growth 

reaches 5.5%, taxes on work can be 

reduced, the minimum wage can be 

increased 200,000 forints (EUR 570) a 

month and a pension premium can be 

paid, he said.

Commenting on the upcoming 

elections, Orbán said “Gyurcsány is 

the real enemy and [Budapest Mayor 

Gergely] Karácsony and the others 

only play supporting roles”. “You must 

not forget that Gyurcsány is handing 

out the roles, he holds everything in 

his hands,” he told the meeting. “We 

know the truth and we must make 

sure that everyone else finds out,” 

he added. It is important to remind 

people that “once Gyurcsány returns, 

the left wing will again raise taxes, 

especially for people with children, 

they will let in migrants and raise 

public utility fees,” he said. “Fidesz 

must prevent that,” he added.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ MEETS 
SLOVENIAN MINISTER OF 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Close ties between the Slovenian and 

Hungarian economies have helped 

Hungary relaunch its economy swiftly 

after the coronavirus pandemic, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

on Thursday, after meeting Zdravko 

Počivalšek, the Slovenian minister 

of economic development and 

technology in Maribor. The largest 

Hungarian companies continue to 

increase their share in Slovenian 

markets, Szijjártó said. After recent 

purchases of companies, Hungarian 

OTP has recently become the largest 

player in the Slovenian banking sector, 

and petrol and gas company Mol came 

to second place among fuel providers, 

with 173 Mol pumps operating in the 

country, he said. Slovenia and Hungary 

fund a joint development programme 

for the adjoining Prekmurje and 

Rábavidék regions in northeast 

Slovenia and southwest Hungary, 

which will further boost mutual ties, 

he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ GRANTED 
HONORARY CITIZEN TITLE 
IN LENDAVA

Foreign Minister Peter Szijjártó 

received an honorary citizenship 

from the eastern Slovenian town of 

Lendava (Lendva) on Thursday. After 

receiving the award from Mayor Janos 

Magyar, he said it was a great honour, 

especially considering that he was the 

second Hungarian foreign minister 

after János Martonyi to receive it. On 

behalf of Hungarians, Szijjártó greeted 

Slovenia on the 30th anniversary of its 

independence and said that central 

Europeans had a special appreciation 

of the importance of freedom. 

Szijjártó said recent difficulties linked 

to the pandemic made it especially 

clear that nations in the region live 

in interdependence and this further 

confirmed two targets of Hungarian 

diplomacy: to maintain good relations 

with neighbours and to continually 

strengthen ethnic Hungarian 

communities across the borders. 

He added that thanks to the current 

political situation, “these two targets 

do not contradict each other but exist 

in harmony”. Cooperation between 

Hungary and Slovenia is based on 

mutual respect and true friendship, 

he said. “We know full well that the 

better it goes for our neighbours, the 

better it is for us also,” he added.

FINANCE MINISTER: 
HUNGARY RANKS 42ND 
IN IMD COMPETITIVENESS 
REPORT

Hungary has jumped five places to 

rank 42nd in the report published by 

the Swiss IMD World Competitiveness 

Center, Finance Minister Mihály Varga 

said on Thursday. Hungary showed the 

third largest improvement according to 

the center’s 2021 yearbook which listed 

63 countries, Varga told an online press 

conference. Varga said government 

measures aimed to balance the fallout 

of the epidemic as well as to help the 

economy “come out on top” after the 

crisis, were at the root of the progress. 

The Hungarian government handled 

the crisis by tax cuts, investment 

support and job protection through 

steps such as a loan moratorium and 

wage support, Varga said. The IMD 

results show the effectiveness of those 

measures, as Hungary’s improvement 

was largest in the competitiveness 

of the tax system, in the job market 

and international investments, he 

said. Hungary has jumped to 8th 

place in economic performance, its 

best ranking since the IMD report 

was launched 25 years ago, Varga 

said. Within that factor, Hungary’s 

performance in the employment and 

taxation subsections was the best ever 

recorded, he added.

In international investments, 

Hungary has improved 30 places, 

Varga said, thanks to the government 

policy prioritising investment support, 

Varga said. Some 4,000 billion forints 

of last year’s budget went towards that 

goal, he said. The National Investment 

Agency has supported 907 projects 

in 2020, resulting in investments 

worth 4,078 billion euros, he added. 

Hungary will continue the work as 

“the 42nd place is far from what the 

country deserves”, Varga said. IMD 

put “looming inflation”, “pressures on 

public finance due to COVID-19 and the 

election year of 2022” and “COVID-19 

related socio-economic disruptions” 

among the challenges Hungary faces 

in 2021.
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SOCIALISTS CALL ON GOVT 
TO APPLY FOR FURTHER EU 
JOB PROTECTION MONIES

Socialist MEP István Ujhelyi has called 

on the government to apply for one 

billion euros from the remaining 

funding of the European Union’s 

SURE job protection programme. 

The EC’s instrument for temporary 

Support to mitigate Unemployment 

Risks in an Emergency (SURE) was 

launched on August 24 last year. 

The instrument has been created 

to support countries hit by the 

coronavirus epidemic, by disbursing 

loans to support short-term work 

schemes and other measures. 

Hungary has so far received only 504 

million euros from the funds, while 

Poland received 11.4 billion euros, 

and the Czech Republic 2 billion 

euros, Ujhelyi told an online press 

conference on Thursday.

Ujhelyi said that while the 

government was “taking out 

hundreds of billion forints in 

expensive loans for the upgrade 

of the Paks nuclear plant or the 

Budapest campus of the Chinese 

Fudan University, it begrudges taking 

the EU loan for helping Hungarian 

workers”. The finance ministry 

had said they were “mulling the 

rationality of an application, in view 

of the narrowly defined measures 

that can be supported from the 

programme, as well as the fact 

the loan will have to be refunded,” 

Ujhelyi said.

HUNGARY RECORDS FOUR 
CORONAVIRUS FATALITIES, 
113 NEW INFECTIONS

Four patients, generally elderly with 

co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 113 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said on Thursday. So far 5,375,923 

people have received a first jab, 

while 4,299,073 have been fully 

vaccinated. The number of active 

infections has declined to 43,467, 

while hospitals are treating 320 

Covid patients, 45 of whom need 

respiratory assistance. There are 

4,411 people in official quarantine, 

while 6,020,027 tests have been 

officially carried out. Since the first 

outbreak, 807,322 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 29,948. Fully 733,907 people 

have made a recovery. 

HUNGARY STEPS UP 
DIGITAL CONSUMER 
PROTECTION AS ONLINE 
SALES GROW

Hungarian authorities have enhanced 

efforts to protect consumers as 

online and mail order sales climb, 

deputy state secretary for consumer 

protection Nikoletta Keszthelyi said. 

As online and mail order sales rose 

by more than 1,000 billion forints last 

year, so did the number of breaches 

of rules, Keszthelyi said. As a result, 

750 webshops were scrutinised in 

addition to the 600-800 that are 

routinely checked, she added. The 

number of physical product safety 

checks of imported goods at customs 

points rose to 27 million last year from 

22,000 in 2017. Heightened scrutiny has 

reduced the rate for violations from 

half to 15-20%, Keszthelyi said. She 

added that over the past five years, 

the range of fines for violations has 

risen from 15,000-500,000 to 200,000-

2,000,000 forints.


