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Szijjártó told a press conference at the Hungarian Embassy in Bratislava that according to the plans, all 36 border crossings 

with Slovakia would open next week. Also, people living in counties and regions neighbouring Hungary would be able to 

receive vaccines from Hungary, he said.Hungary had the fastest and most successful vaccination drive in Europe, with 60% 

of the country’s adults having been vaccinated, he said. Further steps can be taken now towards normal life, he added. 

Szijjártó held the press conference together with the leaders of three ethnic Hungarian parties. He said Hungary was pleased 

to see that representatives of ethnic Hungarians in Slovakia had started cooperation, adding that “we wish them success 

in joining forces”. Hungary’s diplomacy has always been focused on developing good relations with its neighbours and 

comparing the situation 11-12 years ago with today clearly shows that considerable efforts have been made, the foreign 

minister said. Relations between Hungary and Slovakia have never been as good as currently, he added.

Hungary will reopen its Schengen borders from June 24, unless the coronavirus 
pandemic takes a turn for the worse, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said in Bratislava 
on Wednesday.
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Budapest’s iconic Chain Bridge closed for revamp
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ORBÁN DISCUSSES 
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 
CHANGES WITH FORMER 
AUSTRIAN CHANCELLOR

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán met former 

Austrian Chancellor Wolfgang Schüssel 

to discuss relaunching the economy 

after the coronavirus pandemic 

and changes in European politics. 

Orbán briefed Schüssel of Hungary’s 

successful pandemic protection efforts 

and its vaccination programme. They 

also discussed the growing importance 

of central Europe in the bloc, and 

changes in European party politics. 

The meeting was also attended by 

Orbán’s chief of staff, Gergely Gulyás. 

Schüssel, who also heads the Konrad 

Adenauer Foundation, is scheduled to 

hold a speech in Budapest later in the 

day, marking the fourth anniversary 

of the death of Helmut Kohl, German 

chancellor and an architect of the 

unified Germany.

ÁDER: PRESERVING 
LINGUISTIC, CULTURAL 
DIVERSITY INTL INTEREST

Preserving linguistic and cultural 

diversity is an interest of all nations, 

President János Áder said at the World 

Congress of Finno-Ugric Peoples in 

Tartu, Estonia. Áder noted that the 

congress was first held in Syktyvkar, the 

capital of the Komi Republic in Russia, 

in 1992, “as a fruit of the cooperation 

of related nations, on a basis of mutual 

trust and goodwill.” 

Hungary was happy to join the 

initiative “because of our shared 

ancestry but also common fate” as 

millions of Hungarians have been 

living as minorities for a century, the 

president said. Out of the 90 languages 

spoken in the European Union, only 37 

are official languages, and some 100 

million of the bloc’s citizens belong to 

ethnic minorities, he said. 

“Much good has come” of the 

cooperation of Finno-Ugric peoples 

in the past 29 years, Áder said. This is 

a community where all participants 

are equal partners, with one vote 

each, he said, adding “and peaceful 

and friendly cooperation built on 

trust has not only a past but a future 

too.” “Let us preserve cultural and 

linguistic diversity for the good of 

Finno-Ugric peoples and all other 

nations in the world,” the president 

said.

DEFENCE MINISTER: 
HUNGARIAN TROOPS 
PREPARED FOR DUTIES

Hungarian troops are well prepared 

to carry out their duties swiftly and 

precisely using 21st-century hardware 

ensured under the country’s long-term 

defence development programme, the 

defence minister said, observing an 

operation of the ongoing international 

Black Swan 2021 exercises.

Tibor Benkő observed a 

demonstration by the Hungarian army 

of their special operational capability 

in conjunction with the air force at an 

army base in Újdörögd, in western 

Hungary, as part of the Black Swan 

exercises, which began on April 19.

Speaking after the event, Benkő 

noted the call at Monday’s NATO 

summit to develop “national resilience 

capabilities”, which he said Hungary 

had begun in 2018 under its army 

modernisation programme. “This is 

what will ensure Hungary’s security,” 

the minister said.

Benkő said Hungary has also 

begun to establish a regional special 

operations command “hitherto a 

capability lacking within NATO”. This 

capability was “tested” a few weeks 

ago with the participation of several 

nations, he said. Evaluators found that 

the initial level of operational capability 

had been achieved, Benkő said, adding 

that full capability should be achieved 

by the end of 2023.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: GOVT 
DETERMINED  
TO CAPITALISE  
ON VACCINATION LEAD

A new operative board for restarting 

Hungary’s economic life after the 

coronavirus epidemic was officially 

established in Budapest. Speaking after 

the event, Péter Szijjártó, the minister 

for foreign affairs and trade, said that 

decisions to be made in following 

weeks concerned how to capitalise 

on the lead the country has gained 

with its stellar vaccination programme.

Hungary must achieve economic 

growth of 5.5% this year in order 

to provide personal income tax 

reimbursements to families who have 
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borne most of the burdens of the 

epidemic, he said in a video message.

Hungary has gained a considerable 

competitive advantage with its 

successful vaccination campaign, he 

said, cautioning however that “the 

competition has not been won quite 

yet”. In the post-pandemic period, 

fierce competition has emerged 

between countries for production 

and service capacities, for capital and 

a trained workforce, as well as in terms 

of tax systems, Szijjártó said.

The government will put forward 

proposals in the next couple of weeks 

aimed at improving the operating 

environment for Hungarian businesses 

and making Hungary a winner of 

the new economic era, he said. 

The proposals will also aim to bring 

an increasing number of foreign 

investments to Hungary, expanding 

job opportunities as well as importing 

value-added and new technology, 

Szijjártó said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: ‘STRONG 
MEMBER STATES CAN 
MAKE EU WINNER IN NEW 
WORLD ORDER’

It needs strong member states to 

ensure for the European Union to 

emerge as a winner in a new era in 

global politics and world economy, 

Hungary’s foreign minister said at a 

panel discussion held on the sidelines 

of an international security policy 

conference in Bratislava on Wednesday. 

Péter Szijjártó addressed the forum of 

foreign ministers representing the 

Visegrad Group (V4) Hungary forms 

with the Czech Republic, Poland and 

Slovakia at Globsec. “International 

power relations have changed 

significantly in recent times, and we 

are witnessing the emergence of a new 

world order which begins with fierce 

competition and it will determine the 

future,” Szijjártó said.

The foreign minister highlighted the 

importance of further strengthening 

member states in order for the EU to 

strengthen itself as a community and 

emerge among the winners in world 

politics and world economy.

“We have never subscribed to the 

concept of a European United States; 

we have instead always supported a 

strong European Union formed by 

strong member states,” said Szijjártó.

GULYÁS: HELMUT 
KOHL REMAINS ROLE 
MODEL FOR CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATS

Former German Chancellor Helmut 

Kohl has remained a role model for 

Christian Democrats to this day, the 

prime minister’s chief of staff told 

the Budapest Europe Speech event. 

Gergely Gulyás told the event marking 

the 4th anniversary of Kohl’s death that 

when a “historic opportunity” emerged 

30 years ago for the reunification of 

Germany, Kohl’s international respect 

weighed a lot in that development. “He 

was the right man at the right time, 

a statesman who rightly recognised 

a one-time opportunity and acted 

accordingly,” Gulyás said.  He cited Kohl 

saying that “it was the Hungarians who 

removed the first stone from the Berlin 

wall” when opening the border for East 

Germans to Austria. 

Gulyás also said that Hungary and 

Germany had many economic, cultural 

and political ties going back to some 

thousand years and added that “we 

consider all German-speaking nations 

our friends”. He also said that the 

close-knit network of relations go way 

beyond some everyday differences in 

opinion.

At the event co-hosted by the 

Foundation for a Civic Hungary and 

the Konrad Adenauer Foundation’s 

Hungary office, former Austrian 

Chancellor Wolfgang Schüssel, 

the chairman of the Adenauer 

Foundation’s board of trustees, 

also commemorated the work, 

achievements and intellectual heritage 

of Helmut Kohl.

SECOND PHASE OF CHAIN 
BRIDGE RECONSTRUCTION 
GETS UNDER WAY

The second phase of the 

reconstruction on Budapest’s Chain 

Bridge has started despite the hit the 

city’s revenues have taken from the 

coronavirus epidemic and government 

austerity, Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

said. Karácsony told a press conference 

held at the bridge that the government 

support for the works has yet to arrive. 

He called on “all political players to 

stop trying to turn public opinion 

against the investment even if they 

cannot help.”
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The bridge will be ready by the 150th 

anniversary of the unification of Pest, 

Buda and Óbuda into Budapest in 

August 2023, Karácsony said.

The 26.5 billion forint (EUR 

75.4m) refurbishment will include 

reconstruction of the central lanes 

and the pavements, repairs to the 

steel structures and rails, re-insulation 

of the chain-chambers and ensuring 

protection against flooding. The 

bridge’s iconic lion statues will also 

be restored and the whole structure 

equipped with a new LED lighting 

system.

SOCIALISTS, PÁRBESZÉD 
LAMBAST NEXT YEAR’S 
BUDGET

Hungary’s recently adopted 2022 

budget is a “fata morgana” designed 

to “benefit one percent” of the 

population, the opposition Socialist 

and Párbeszéd parties told an online 

press conference on Wednesday.

Imre Komjáthi, deputy leader of 

the Socialist Party, said that Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán “sees a minimum 

wage rise on the horizon, but as we 

are getting closer, it will be more 

and more obvious that it is merely 

a delusion”. Komjáthi called for 

immediate government assistance to 

low earners “rather than consultations 

on a wage hike”, and insisted that “if 

Orbán had meant it he would have 

found an opportunity to discuss it 

in the coordination council which 

the government scrapped in one 

of its first measures back in 2010”. 

The government could have had 

meaningful talks with unions and 

employers on a minimum wage rise, 

but they walked out instead, Komjáthi 

said.

Sándor Burány, Párbeszéd’s deputy 

group leader, said that the government 

“has consistently benefitted the well-

off and put burdens on those having 

a hard life anyway”. “But we think that 

the budget must be made for the 

99%,” he said. Referring to the recent 

inflation rate of 5%, Burány slammed 

the government for calculating the 

budget with 3% inflation, and said that 

pensions would only be raised by 3%. 

Under the law, the government will 

need to compensate the elderly for 

the difference during the year, but “till 

then pensioners will be lenders to the 

state rather than vice versa,” he added.

DK CRITICISES 
PAEDOPHILIA LAW

Hungary’s recent law against 

paedophile offenders was “designed as 

propaganda” and it “severely impacts 

minorities”, the opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK), said on Wednesday, 

adding that the party would tender 

a “real anti-paedophile” draft which 

would also focus on paedophile 

crimes within church organisations. 

DK deputy group leader Ágnes Vadai 

told a press conference in front of Saint 

Stephen’s Basilica that several sexual 

crimes against children committed 

by members of the clergy had come 

to light in recent years, but the cases 

“never came before a court” while 

perpetrators had “stayed within the 

clergy”. “Most of them are even allowed 

to work with children,” she added. 

According to DK, child molesters 

should be banned from working with 

minors for life, and “clerics must not be 

an exception”.

Referring to legal stipulations that 

sexual crimes committed against 

children must be reported, Vadai 

suggested that that obligation should 

overwrite the seal of confession, too. 

Under the DK draft, the Hungarian 

Catholic Church could be obliged to 

conduct a thorough investigation into 

cases of sexual abuse of children and 

publish their findings, she said. Vadai 

said that the Catholic Church “should 

not think that all this is against them”, 

and suggested consultations with 

them to compile a draft “contributing 

to the cleansing of the Hungarian 

Catholic Church”.

LMP SLAMS HIGHWAY 
CONCESSION  
AS ‘UNBRIDLED PLUNDER 
AND DESTRUCTION’

The opposition LMP on Wednesday 

slammed the government for 

“outsourcing public assets” in what 

they said was “unbridled plunder, 

destruction and a qualified case 

of high treason.” LMP group leader 

László Lóránt Keresztes said that the 

government had called a European 

Union public procurement tender 

for a 35-year concession to develop, 

renovate, operate and maintain 

the country’s motorway network. 
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Keresztes warned that outsourcing 

“vital parts of the infrastructure” 

would cause immense harm, and 

said public services and infrastructure 

should remain national or local 

council property. After the election in 

spring 2022, the (current) opposition 

will “find a legal path” to recovering 

public assets which ruling Fidesz 

diverted into public foundations, 

Keresztes said.

HUNGARY RECORDS NINE 
CORONAVIRUS FATALITIES, 
107 NEW INFECTIONS

Nine patients, generally elderly with 

co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 107 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said on Wednesday. So far 5,363,124 

people have received a first jab, while 

4,271,990 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections has 

declined to 44,364, while hospitals 

are treating 349 Covid patients, 53 of 

whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 4,665 people in official 

quarantine, while 6,009,124 tests have 

been officially carried out.

Since the first outbreak, 807,209 

infections have been registered, while 

fatalities have risen to 29,944. Fully 

732,901 people have made a recovery.

So far, most infections have been 

registered in Budapest and Pest 

County, followed by the counties of 

Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, Győr-Moson-

Sopron and Hajdú-Bihar.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: DMG MORI, 
HEITEC TO SET UP 
RESEARCH CENTRE  
IN HUNGARY

Japanese-owned DMG MORI and 

the German HEITEC software 

development companies are 

setting up a research centre 

in Budapest, creating 55 high 

value-added jobs in the process, 

Péter Szijjártó, the minister of 

foreign af fairs and trade, said on 

Wednesday. The 4 billion forint 

investment (EUR 11.4m) will be 

supported with a one billion forint 

government grant, Szijjártó said. 

The software developed in the 

centre will help digitalise machine 

manufacturing, Szijjártó added. 

The minister noted that Hungary 

allocated a record 182 billion forints 

to research, development and 

innovation in 2021. 

PALOZNAK JAZZ 
FESTIVAL TO FEATURE 
INTERNATIONAL, 
HUNGARIAN STARS

The Paloznak Jazz Picnic festival to be 

held near Lake Balaton on July 29-31 

will feature international stars such as 

Italian singer Mario Biondi, German 

downtempo group De Phazz and 

Dutch saxophonist Candy Dulfer along 

with renowned Hungarian performers 

including Mörk and Manaky trio, the 

festival’s director said on Wednesday. 

Orsolya Valde told a press conference 

that the festival has managed to put 

together a strong line-up despite the 

travel difficulties experienced this 

summer partly because most of the 

international performers to feature at 

this year’s event had played in Paloznak 

before. The international line-up will 

also include Al McKay’s Earth, Wind and 

Fire Experience from the US, MF Robots 

from Germany and Kraak and Smaak 

Live Band from Holland. Each year, the 

Paloznak Jazz Picnic offers part of its 

revenue to those in need and this year 

the organisers plan to work together 

with the Together for Autistic People 

Foundation.


