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The budget passed with 132 votes for and 26 against. The government drafted its budget bill envisaging a GDP growth of 

5.2%, 3% inflation, a deficit target of 5.9% of GDP, as well as emergency reserves of 0.4% of GDP. Targeted central revenues 

total 25,393.8 billion forints as against expenditure of 28,546.5 billion, with a projected shortfall of 3,152.6 billion forints. 

Reserves will add up to 233 billion forints. The public debt is targeted at 79.3% of GDP. According to the government’s 

expectations, employment will grow by 1.1% in 2022, net revenues will increase by 7.7%, and household consumption will 

be up by 4.8%. 

Economic reconstruction will focus on new jobs, assistance to families with children and the elderly and to key economic 

sectors. Climate protection targets and digitisation will also be given due weight. Similarly to the 2021 budget, next year’s 

will have an economic recovery fund, this time with over 7,300 billion forints, or 13% of next year’s GDP. Another fund, to 

support social security and efforts against the pandemic, will contain over 3,600 forints. 

Hungary’s parliament passed into law the government’s 2022 budget in a final vote  
on Tuesday.
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ORBÁN: ‘BRAVE, NOVEL’ 
DECISIONS NEEDED  
TO SUPPORT GROWTH

“Brave and novel decisions” are needed 

to make sure economic growth this year 

exceeds 5.5%, Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán said on Facebook on Tuesday. “If 

we succeed, we’ll be able to return the 

income tax paid in 2021 by families with 

children,” Orbán said. Referring to the 

2022 budget passed earlier in the day, 

Orbán said the budget law was “a good 

basis but insufficient in itself” to restart 

the Hungary’s economy. Orbán pledged 

to continue phasing in the 13th month 

pension and ensure personal income is 

not paid by people below the age of 25. 

Further, an agreement may be reached 

with companies to raise the monthly 

minimum wage to 200,000 forints 

(EUR 569) as well as further reducing 

labour taxes. “This is a big task but not 

impossible,” Orbán said.

In 2022, all the resources necessary will 

be available to relaunch the economy, 

create jobs and boost investments, 

Mihály Varga, the finance minister, said 

after lawmakers approved next year’s 

budget. He noted the government is 

providing additional support for families 

while phasing in the 13-month pension. 

Also, it is pressing ahead with further tax 

cuts by introducing tax exemptions for 

employees below the age of 25 while 

reducing taxes on labour, Varga said in 

a video message on social media. The 

minister stressed the importance of 

pursuing a policy that steadily reduces 

taxes rather than raising them.

“The main figures in the budget will 

provide both the resources needed 

to restart the economy while also 

reducing the deficit and public 

debt,” he said, noting a deficit target 

of 5.9% of GDP and a public debt level 

of 79.3%. 

Varga accused the opposition 

Jobbik party of proposing to 

spend three times the budget’s 

reserves, while the LMP party would 

introduce new taxes. Párbeszéd, he 

added, wanted to introduce basic 

income costing 1,400 billion. The 

minister said the opposition’s 1,148 

“contradictory proposals” would 

have come to 8,800 billion forints, 

meaning new taxes, higher debt 

levels and hikes to existing taxes.

PARLT PASSES LAW ON 
ESTABLISHING FUDAN 
UNIVERSITY HUNGARY 
FOUNDATION 

Lawmakers on Tuesday gave the 

government a mandate to establish 

a foundation to run a local campus 

of China’s Fudan University. The 

legislation on the mandate and 

on the transfer of real estate for 

the campus to the foundation was 

approved with a vote of 132 for, 25 

against and no abstentions. A last-

minute modification to the legislation 

requires the government to report to 

lawmakers on preparations related to 

establishing Fudan Hungary University 

and the planned budget for its 

implementation by December 31, 2022, 

at the latest. The government has said 

it backs a referendum on establishing 

the campus in the capital, but only 

in 2023, after the conditions for the 

investment become clear.

PAEDOPHILE OFFENDER 
REGISTER TO BE 
ESTABLISHED

A new law will create a register of 

paedophile offenders while preventing 

paedophiles from working in contexts 

involving children. The law passed on 

Tuesday with 157 votes in favour and 

one against. An electronic searchable 

database will contain names in the 

register for parents and other relatives 

to query once a legitimate request 

has been made. The database which 

also contains a list of one-time felons 

may only be used in the service of 

protecting children.

Meanwhile, the penal code has been 

changed to ensure that perpetrators 

of certain types of child pornography 

receive a prison sentence of 20 years 

without the possibility of parole. 

One such example is violence used 

against a person below the age of 

12. Others include child sex abuse, 

harassment or violence committed 

by officials or recidivists. In cases of 

serious paedophile crimes, the statute 

of limitation no longer applies. In 

milder cases, however, the statute of 

limitations applies in cases in which 

the victim is 21 or above instead of the 

current age of 18.

The employment ban for paedophiles 

in health or education is being 

expanded to include leisure-related 
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jobs involving visits by minors, such as 

beaches, amusement parks, zoos and 

sports associations. Also, paedophiles 

will be banned from government or 

political leadership posts.

Regarding sex education in 

schools, materials must not contain 

anything aimed at changing gender 

or promoting homosexuality. Besides 

teachers of the school, only people or 

organisations included in an official, 

continually updated register can hold 

sex education classes. Also, the right of 

a child to identify according to his or her 

sex at birth is guarded by the law under 

the aegis of the child protection system.

It is forbidden to carry content 

targeting youth below the age of 18 

which has pornographic content, and 

youth are banned from portraying 

themselves in a sexual manner or doing 

anything to promote homosexuality 

or a gender identity at variance with 

gender at birth. The same applies to 

advertisements. Television stations 

will be obliged carry an 18 certificate 

for films and programming with 

content which deviates from the 

law’s restrictions, while Hungary’s 

media authority will be required to 

seek remedial action by the member 

state under whose jurisdiction any 

infringements take place.

FOUR OPPOSITION 
PARTIES BOYCOTT 
PARLIAMENTARY VOTES

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK), Socialist, Párbeszéd and LMP 

parties boycotted the final votes on 

several government bills on Tuesday. 

The opposition spokespeople referred 

to laws passed on paedophilia 

“stigmatising the gay community”, 

the extension of the “special legal 

order” related to the epidemic, 

and the transfer of state property 

to private foundations, as well as 

the 2022 budget. At a joint press 

conference held in front of Parliament, 

DK lawmaker Gergely Arató spoke of “a 

day of shame” in the life of Hungary’s 

legislature. “Today, a vote is being held 

on a series of proposals that do not 

comply with the rules of parliamentary 

democracy, fundamental human rights 

or the rule of law, while the way they 

were submitted and their content is 

outrageous,” he said, adding that the 

budget law “does not incorporate 

a single proposal submitted by the 

opposition parties”, which he branded 

as “a mockery of parliamentarism and 

democracy”.

Socialist lawmaker Zita Gurmai 

said ruling Fidesz had passed a 

law classifying “our decent, gay 

compatriots as paedophiles”. The 

Socialists, she added, regarded the 

protection of children as “hugely 

important”, noting the bills her party 

had submitted last year on fighting 

paedophilia, child pornography and 

the exploitation of minors. “However, 

the Socialists reject Fidesz’s centralised 

hate-mongering, stigmatisation and 

discrimination,” Gurmai said.

Antal Csárdi, deputy group leader 

of LMP, said that Tuesday had been 

“a day of lies” as parliament prepared 

to adopt laws built on “hatred”. “The 

government wants to make the public 

believe that there will be a referendum 

on whether to bring [China’s] Fudan 

University to Budapest,” Csárdi 

said, adding that ruling Fidesz had 

the “single goal of serving China’s 

geopolitical and economic interests”.

Bence Tordai, deputy group 

leader of Párbeszéd, criticised Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán for “stigmatising 

hundreds of thousands of Hungarians” 

and “handing state assets over to 

Fidesz’s buddies”. “The shameful 

paedophile law is about Fidesz 

diverting attention from its own 

paedophile scandals and protecting 

paedofile priests,” he said. “The prime 

minister is building up a parallel world 

in which he will be free to rule even if 

voters oust Fidesz in [the 2022 general 

election],” Tordai said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY’S 
ECONOMY FIRST TO BE 
RELAUNCHED IN EUROPE 

Hungary’s economy is the first in 

Europe to be relaunched thanks to 

the government’s successful response 

to the pandemic, Péter Szijjártó, the 

foreign minister, said, announcing 

an investment by electronics giant 

Foxconn in Komárom on Tuesday. 

Numerous investments in the 

recent period have brought the 

most advanced IT technologies to 

Hungary while shortening supply 

chains significantly, enabling Hungary 

to become a strong and important 

player in the electronics industry, the 

minister said. “Thanks to Foxconn and 
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similar corporate investments, 36,000 

more people are working in Hungary 

than a year ago and the number of 

employees is close to 4.6 million once 

again,” he said, attributing a large role 

to government incentives.

Cloud Network Technology, a part 

of the Foxconn Group, is making a 5 

billion forint (EUR 14m) investment in 

its operations in Komárom, increasing 

headcount to 600 and its warehouse 

capacity by 17,000sqm, enabling the 

company to fulfil new orders for the 

largest electronics companies, he 

noted. The government is providing 

1 billion forints in support. The minister 

also noted that more than 90% of 

Foxconn workers are vaccinated, so 

operations have run smoothly “even 

during the most difficult period of the 

pandemic”.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: FIRST ELECTRIC 
BUS MANUFACTURED  
IN HUNGARY  
FOR VOLÁNBUSZ 

National bus carrier Volánbusz has 

taken delivery of its first electric bus, 

a model by Chinese manufacturer BYD 

made in Hungary. The bus will travel 

a route across the Slovak border at 

Komárom, while its factory is located 

in the same area. Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said at the inaugural 

event that BYD intended to play a 

key role in Komárom as a European 

production base. “BYD produces 

environmentally friendly buses ... and 

is fulfilling a key role in efforts to once 

again put Hungary in a prime position 

in European bus production befitting 

its glories of the past,” he said. BYD’s 

activities in Hungary were, he added, a 

testament to the success of Hungary’s 

policy of opening up to the East. 

The minister noted that an 

agreement on the mutual 

recognition of vaccination certificates 

by Hungary and Slovakia means 

that protected citizens of the 

two countries can travel freely 

between the countries. Szijjártó 

said “Hungarians and Slovaks have 

proven over the past decade that it 

is far better to cooperate than not.”

The electric bus worth 153.5 

million forints (EUR 573,000) was 

built at the BYD Electric Bus and 

Truck Hungary plant. Also, bus stops 

and terminals in both Komárom 

and Komárno will be upgraded 

with information panels providing 

passengers with up-to-date 

information.

PARLT ELECTS NEW 
CONSTITUTIONAL COURT 
JUDGE

Parliament elected Zoltán Márki as a 

Constitutional Court judge in a secret 

vote on Tuesday. Márki, who has served 

as the head of the penal college of the 

Kúria, Hungary’s supreme court, was 

elected with 136 votes in favour, 2 

against and 3 abstentions. There were 

15 invalid ballots cast in the vote. The 

post of Constitutional Court judge had 

remained vacant after András Zs Varga 

was appointed head of the Kúria. Márki 

will take up his post on June 22.

OPERATIVE BOARD 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
RELAUNCHING 
COMMUNITY LIFE MEETS

The operative board responsible for 

relaunching community life in Hungary 

after the coronavirus pandemic has 

held its first meeting. The body, 

which comprises government 

officials, representatives of the culture 

and tourism sector and the National 

Association of Large Families, Katalin 

Novák, the minister for family and 

youth affairs who also heads the 

body, said after the meeting. The first 

meeting focused on the reopening 

of the state-owned Erzsébet camps, 

which received a record number of 

applications this year, Novak said. The 

government has earmarked 500 million 

forints (EUR 1.4m) of additional funding 

for the camps to make sure all applicant 

children can be accommodated, she 

said. Erzsébet camps will host 110,000 

children over the ten-week summer 

holidays, she added. The camp sites 

were revamped during the coronavirus 

lockdown, she said.

Speaking after the event, Péter 

Szijjártó, the minister for foreign affairs 

and trade, said that decisions to be 

made in following weeks concerned 

how to capitalise on the lead the 

country has gained with its stellar 

vaccination programme. Hungary 

must achieve economic growth of 

5.5% this year in order to provide 

personal income tax reimbursements 

to families who have borne most of the 
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burdens of the epidemic, he said in a 

video message. Hungary has gained a 

considerable competitive advantage 

with its successful vaccination 

campaign, he said, cautioning 

however that “the competition has 

not been won quite yet”. In the post-

pandemic period, fierce competition 

has emerged between countries for 

production and service capacities, for 

capital and a trained workforce, as well 

as in terms of tax systems, Szijjártó said. 

The government will put forward 

proposals in the next couple of weeks 

aimed at improving the operating 

environment for Hungarian businesses 

and making Hungary a winner of 

the new economic era, he said. 

The proposals will also aim to bring 

an increasing number of foreign 

investments to Hungary, expanding 

job opportunities as well as importing 

value-added and new technology, 

Szijjártó said.

LEGISLATION ALLOWS 
PURCHASE OF HOMES 
FOR RENTERS IN WORLD 
HERITAGE SITES

Parliament passed legislation allowing 

residents who have been renting 

apartments for at least five years 

in historical monument buildings 

located in World Heritage Sites to buy 

their rental property. The legislation 

makes it possible to purchase state 

or municipal rental housing for 

individuals who have already rented 

their apartment at the end of last year. 

The apartments can be bought at a 

discounted price by tenants or their 

direct relatives. The discount depends 

on how long a resident was a renter. 

Those who have rented an apartment 

for at least 25 years can buy it for 15% 

of the determined market value. If the 

lease is not yet 25 years old but the 

renter has lived there for more than 15 

years, 50% pf the value must be paid, 

while in the case of a lease period 

between 5 and 15 years, 80%. A 5% 

discount is available to those who pay 

the purchase price in one lump sum. 

In case of instalment payment, the 

purchase price must be paid within 25 

years. The purchased homes cannot be 

sold for four years.

Special provisions apply to 

properties in the Castle District in 

Budapest. Here, except for the state 

and the local government, only 

Hungarian or EU citizens can acquire 

property rights. Municipalities can 

use the proceeds from the sales to 

renovate or modernize the facades of 

residential buildings.

HUNGARY RECORDS  
10 COVID FATALITIES,  
57 NEW INFECTIONS

Ten patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over the 

weekend, while 57 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Tuesday. So far 5,351,972 

people have received a first jab, while 

4,240,264 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections has 

declined to 45,541, while hospitals 

are treating 391 Covid patients, 44 of 

whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 5,182 people in official 

quarantine, while 5,996,016 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 807,102 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 29,935. Fully 731,626 people 

have made a recovery. 

ÁDER PLACES FLOWERS  
AT GRAVE OF IMRE NAGY 

President János Áder on Tuesday 

placed flowers at the graves of Imre 

Nagy and the anonymous victims of 

the 1956 revolution at plot 301 of the 

public cemetery in Rákoskeresztúr. 

He also placed flowers at the graves 

of the Transylvanian martyrs of the 

1989 revolution in Romania at plot 

298. Nagy, the prime minister from 

1953 to 1955, was a leader of the 

1956 Hungarian Revolution against 

the Soviet-backed government, 

for which he was sentenced to 

death and executed two years later. 

Pál Maléter, the defence minister, 

journalist Miklós Gimes and József 

Szilágyi were also executed among 

others. Nagy and his fellow martyrs 

are being commemorated on the 

63rd anniversary of their execution 

and the 32nd anniversary of their 

reburial on Wednesday.

CONSTRUCTION SECTOR 
OUTPUT FALLS 7.2%  
IN APRIL

The output of Hungary’s construction 

sector fell by an annual 7.2% in April, 
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after growing by 4.3% in the previous 

month, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said on Tuesday. The April 

decline came from a low base as the 

country was in pandemic lockdown 

in the same period of 2020. Output of 

the buildings segment edged down 

by 0.8%, while civil engineering 

output dropped by 14.5%. In monthly 

comparison, seasonally and workday-

adjusted output fell by 7.3%. In 

absolute terms, construction sector 

output came to 329.9 billion forints 

(EUR 943.5m) for the month. The 

building segment accounted for close 

to 59% of the total.

COCA-COLA TESTS 
RECYCLABLE PAPER 
PACKAGING IN HUNGARY

Coca-Cola is testing its new recyclable 

paper bottle packaging in Hungary 

for two weeks, Péter Kerekes, the 

country manager for Hungary for 

Coca-Cola said on Tuesday. Coca-

Cola is partnering with online grocery 

store kifli.hu which will deliver the 

products to its customers and collect 

feedback. General Manager at Coca-

Cola HBC Hungary, László Békefi said 

product development was necessary 

as consumers expects sustainability 

and environmental awareness. 

Coca-Cola will spend almost 600 

million forints in 2021 to replace the 

plastic packaging of boxed multipack 

products with cardboard, he added. 

The recyclable paper bottles were 

developed by Denmark’s Paper Bottle 

Company but the development 

process is ongoing and costs will be 

finalised later.

CHAIN BRIDGE TO BE 
CLOSED FOR TRAFFIC 
FROM WED 

The Chain Bridge in downtown 

Budapest will be fully closed for 

traffic starting at 4am on Wednesday 

for renovation works scheduled for 18 

months. Public transport services using 

the landmark bridge will be rerouted. 

According to earlier information from 

Budapest public transport company 

BKK, vehicular traffic could restart in 

December 2022, while pedestrians 

would only be allowed back on 

the bridge when the renovation 

project is complete, in August 2023.  

Refurbishment of the bridge will 

include reconstruction of the central 

lanes and the pavements, repairs to the 

steel structures and rails, re-insulation 

of the chain-chambers and ensuring 

protection against their being flooded.  

The bridge’s iconic lion statues will also 

be restored and the whole structure 

will be equipped with a new LED 

lighting system.

BUDAPEST AIRPORT 
PASSENGER NUMBERS 
JUMP IN MAY

Passenger numbers at Budapest’s 

Liszt Ferenc International reached 

88,800 in May, almost four times 

the number registered a year earlier, 

when the country was in pandemic 

lockdown, operator Budapest Airport 

said. Passenger numbers were up 37% 

from April 2021, they added. Cargo 

volume amounted to 71,566 tonnes 

in January-April, up by 32.8% from a 

year earlier and 30.2% more than in 

2019, the company said.

PORTUGAL DEFEATS 
HUNGARY

Portugal defeated Hungary 3:0 in 

their Euro 2020 group F opener in 

Budapest’s Puskás Arena on Tuesday 

evening.  The event was the first ever 

European soccer championship match 

played in Hungary. The 67,000 seat 

stadium was at near full capacity.


