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Orbán said the summit could be a “turning point” if the organisation’s new strategic plan for up to 2030 is adopted, and he 

expressed support for the draft. Orbán said the new strategy was aimed at strengthening “national resilience capabilities”, 

adding that Hungary actively contributed to such efforts “whether it is the fight against the coronavirus or against migration”. 

“We have something to say and we have something to contribute,” he said.

Concerning a commitment NATO’s members have made to boosting their defence spending to 2% of their GDP, Orbán 

said: “We’ll be good once we deliver on our commitments.” Hungary intends to reach that goal by 2022-23, he said, adding 

that he wished Hungary were in that position already. He noted, however, that some NATO members were further off that 

target. Hungary, he added, has already met another commitment to use 20% of its defence budget on developments, 

and the country was in the “forefront” in respect of those obligations. “We live in a place where you cannot exist without 

an army, where there is no security without the military.” 

NATO and its member states must be prepared to face challenges posed by epidemics 
and mass migration in the coming decade, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said ahead of a 
one-day summit of NATO in Brussels.

ORBÁN: BE READY FOR NEW PANDEMICS
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: NATO 
WITHDRAWAL FROM 
AFGHANISTAN RAISES 
SPECTRE OF NEW 
MIGRATION WAVES

NATO’s withdrawal from 

Afghanistan raises the spectre of 

new migration waves from the 

region and warrants new scrutiny 

of the matter, Hungarian Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó told a 

press conference on the sidelines 

of a one-day NATO summit in 

Brussels. Unless Afghanistan can 

be stabilised after the withdrawal 

of the troops, it will again become 

a hotbed of terrorism and people 

smuggling, and “tens or hundreds 

of thousands, or maybe millions 

will make their way to Europe 

from there,” he said. “Unless we 

can ensure peace and calm in the 

region, and avoid it becoming the 

hotbed of terrorism, we’ll face new 

serious migration challenges,” 

Szijjártó said. He noted that 

Hungary, in light of NATO’s decision 

to withdraw from Afghanistan, 

has brought home all Hungarian 

soldiers who had served there.

The minister stressed the 

importance of controlling the 

pandemic speedily and effectively 

by allies to the East and South. With 

this in mind, Hungary is providing 

80 ventilators to five countries in 

need through the NATO Coronavirus 

Eradication Fund, with 30 going to 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, twenty 

to Moldova, ten to Tunisia, ten to 

Jordan and ten to Ukraine, he noted. 

Commenting on NATO’s relations 

with Russia and China, Szijjártó 

said: “We live in central Europe; we 

know all too well how bad the Cold 

War was. Central Europe has always 

lost out in the conflict between 

East and West ... It is in our national 

security interest that as civilised 

and constructive dialogue as 

possible should take place between 

East and West.” The minister said 

Hungary had recently received 

recognition for the development 

of air defence capabilities, having 

set up the Central European Division 

Headquarters, and the development 

of sniper units. Hungary is thereby 

contributing to the enhancement of 

NATO’s strength, he added.

Meanwhile, he said Hungary-

Ukraine ties had witnessed various 

confidence-building measures 

such as the mutual recognition 

of vaccination certificates and 

unimpeded travel between the two 

countries. However, implementation 

has been sticky on the Ukrainian 

side, he said, adding that Hungary 

has asked Kiev to make sure border 

traffic flows in accordance with 

their bilateral agreement. “There 

are positive signs ... giving cause for 

cautious optimism,” Szijjártó said, 

noting improved cooperation on the 

Joint Committee on Education. “Still, 

we expect our Ukrainian colleagues 

to return the rights taken away from 

the Hungarian national community,” 

the minister said.

PUBLIC PROSECUTOR’S 
OFFICE: HUNGARY 
PROSECUTES MORE OLAF 
CASES THAN EU AVERAGE

Hungary prosecutes 67% of the cases 

investigated by the European Union’s 

anti-fraud body OLAF, close to twice 

the European Union average of 37%, 

the Public Prosecutor’s Office has said. 

The 2020 annual report of OLAF shows 

that the body’s recommendations 

directed at Hungary had fallen from 

ten in 2016 to six in 2017, four in 2018, 

three in 2019 and two last year. Several 

of the recommended cases were 

already being investigated at the time 

of the recommendation, the office 

said, adding that Péter Polt, Hungary’s 

chief prosecutor, met Ville Itala, OLAF’s 

Director-General, in Budapest at the 

end of January. Cooperation and an 

effective exchange of information 

on the misuse of EU funds remains 

a priority, and the two bodies will 

work out an agreement on further 

strengthening their professional 

cooperation which is set to be finalised 

soon, the statement said.

ORBÁN CONGRATULATES 
ISRAEL’S NEW PM

Viktor Orbán has written to the new 

Israeli Prime Minister, Naftali Bennett, 

to offer his congratulations and best 

wishes, the prime minister’s press chief 

said on Monday. “It is my privilege to 

reconfirm our commitment to the 

safety and security of Israel and our 
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support for Israel against biased and 

unfair approach in the international 

arena,” the prime minister wrote. “The 

close cooperation between Hungary 

and Israel was solidified in the past 

years and I look forward to continue 

that with your newly established 

Government.”

PARLT COMMITTEE 
SUPPORTS 
CONSTITUTIONAL COURT 
CANDIDATE

Parliament’s judicial committee 

has voted support for Zoltán Márki 

to be appointed a member of the 

Constitutional Court. Márki is currently 

head of the Supreme Court’s penal 

college. The Constitutional Court post 

has been vacant after András Zs. Varga 

was appointed head of the Supreme 

Court. The committee supported the 

candidate with 7 votes in favour and 

with one abstention.

HUNGARY RECORDS 21 
CORONAVIRUS FATALITIES, 
255 NEW INFECTIONS

Twenty-one patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over the 

weekend, while 255 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Monday. So far 5,342,379 

people have received a first jab, while 

4,208,619 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections has 

declined to 46,532, while hospitals 

are treating 406 Covid patients, 47 of 

whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 5,567 people in official 

quarantine, while 5,991,170 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 807,045 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 29,925. Fully 730,588 people 

have made a recovery. 

INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT IN 
APRIL UP 58.8% YY 

Hungary’s unadjusted industrial 

output grew by an annual 58.8% in 

April from a low base, according to a 

second reading of Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) data released on Tuesday. 

Adjusted for working-day effects, 

output was up by 59.2%. KSH said 

output of the automotive segment was 

up by 342.5% in April, while growth 

in computer, electronics and optical 

equipment as well as food, drink 

and tobacco production was below 

average. Month on month, output 

shrank by 3.2% based on seasonally 

and working day-adjusted data. 

Industrial sales increased by 57.6% 

year-on-year as domestic sales climbed 

24.5% and export sales jumped 83.7%.

INNOVATION MINISTRY, 
ENERGY COMMUNITY 
TO SET UP CENTRE 
PROMOTING GREEN 
TRANSITION IN W 
BALKANS

A knowledge centre supporting green 

economic solutions in the Western 

Balkans will be set up in Budapest, 

according to a cooperation agreement 

signed by the Hungarian innovation 

and technology ministry and 

Energy Community, an organisation 

promoting energy cooperation 

between the European Union and its 

neighbours. Attila Steiner, the state 

secretary responsible for energy 

and climate policy, said that besides 

promoting the transition to circular 

economy, the centre will work to 

integrate Hungarian expertise and 

innovations into energy-related 

initiatives in the Western Balkans. The 

cooperation will speed up the region’s 

EU integration, he said. 

The centre will hold trainings 

and workshops while drawing on 

knowledge and best practices 

accumulated in Hungary, Steiner 

said, citing the implementation of 

Hungary’s Sustainable Support System 

(METÁR) as an example.  The European 

Commission’s investment plan for 

the next seven years has allocated 

some 9 billion euros for the energy 

development of the region, mostly 

for investments in sustainable energy, 

waste management and wastewater 

management, Steiner said. Hungary 

sees the project as an opportunity to 

promote Hungarian investments in 

the region and to make local economy 

greener, he said.

Janez Kopač, the director of the 

Energy Community, said Western 

Balkan countries were at different 

stages of integrating the EU’s climate 

objectives. The centre will develop 

concrete programmes to help 

them, he said. Olivér Várhelyi, the EU 

commissioner for neighbourhood and 
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enlargement, greeted the initiative in a 

video message, saying the knowledge 

centre was closely connected to the 

European Commission’s investment 

and economic plans in the region.

GOVT CALLS NEW HUF 3 
BN TENDER FOR ELECTRIC 
CAR SUBSIDIES

The government has called a new 

3 billion forint (EUR 8.6m) tender 

for subsidies for the purchase of 

electric vehicles from Monday, Attila 

Steiner, state secretary for energy 

and climate policy of the Innovation 

and Technology Ministry, said. Private 

individuals resident in Hungary can 

apply for subsidies for one EV and civil 

organisations and higher education 

institutions based in the country can 

request subsidies for five vehicles. The 

subsidies are capped at 1.5 million 

forints or 2.5 million forints depending 

on the vehicles’ size and price. Last 

year, the government awarded close 

to 5.9 billion forints in subsidies for the 

purchase of EVs.

CANADIANS WANTED FOR 
MURDER ARRESTED IN 
HUNGARY

Hungarian police have arrested 

two Canadian nationals wanted on 

suspicion of murdering a 39-year-

old man in Canada’s Hamilton in late 

February, the National Investigation 

Bureau’s Rapid Response Unit (KR 

NNI) said on police.hu. The suspects, 

a 28-year-old Slovak-born man referred 

to as Oliver K and his accomplice, a 

26-year-old Lucy L, are also wanted 

for firing several shots at the victim’s 

26-year-old girlfriend, KR NNI said. 

The two suspects, who have been 

hiding in Europe, were taken into 

custody in Budapest’s 6th district on 

Saturday evening. They were arrested 

in an international operation involving 

Canadian and several European police, 

KR NNI said. Authorities will decide 

about their extradition at a later time, 

it said.

71% OF HUNGARIAN 
HOUSEHOLDS USE 
LANDLINE INTERNET

Fully 71% of Hungarian households 

have landline internet connection 

but 1.5 million Hungarians do not 

use the internet at all, according 

to a survey by the National Media 

and Infocommunications Authority 

(NMHH). Another 2% of households 

have mobile internet connection 

through a device other than a mobile 

phone, so almost three-quarters of 

households can use the internet using 

a large screen. Among households 

where nobody has higher than 

primary education, only a quarter 

of households have large-screen 

internet. In households where at least 

one family member has a college 

or university degree, this ratio is 

91%. Based on wealth, only 29% of 

those in the bottom one-third of the 

population can access the internet 

at home on a computer. In the top 

one-third, this ratio is 96% so almost 

everyone has large-screen internet 

access at home. Under the age of 40, 

almost everyone uses the internet, but 

only 30% of those aged over 70, the 

survey shows.  

The survey based on interviews with 

3,244 households was conducted 

between August 11 and September 

11, 2020.

HUNGARIAN TOURISM 
AGENCY LAUNCHES 
CAMPAIGN TO BOOST 
DOMESTIC TOURISM 

The Hungarian Tourism Agency 

(MTÜ) is launching a large-scale 

campaign to boost domestic 

tourism, with twelve advertising 

spots, posters, online and print media 

advertisements in various points of 

the country, with messages targeting 

locals. The short films and posters 

of the campaign will be displayed 

across the country from June 14. 

The campaign is based on data 

from the database of the National 

Tourism Data Centre, which has been 

collecting statistics since 2019 about 

which destinations in Hungary are 

the most attractive to people living 

in various cities and counties.


