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The Hungarian presidency will host meetings of V4 parliamentary speakers in July, September and next March. In September, 

it will be combined with a meeting of Western Balkan House speakers, Kövér told a meeting of V4 speakers of parliament 

in Wrocław. The Hungarian presidency, he said, would coordinate the work done by lawmakers in the Visegrad countries 

in preparation for European conferences, he said. The V4 countries -- the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia -- 

will have a better chance of asserting their interests if they coordinate their positions on the future of Europe and disclose 

them as a group, Kövér said. The Hungarian presidency will lay stress on protecting the cultural heritage and the identity 

of central Europe, he said. Further, the four countries are committed to developing regional defence cooperation, Kövér 

said. The participants have approved a nine-point declaration on a variety of issues, including the situation in Belarus, the 

EU integration of Western Balkan countries and the Eastern Partnership policy.

Giving a boost to the Western Balkan countries’ integration into the European Union 
will be a priority for the Hungarian presidency of the Visegrad Group (V4), to start in 
July, Speaker of Parliament László Kövér said.
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KARÁCSOnY PReSenTS 
FIRST PART OF 99 
MOVeMenT PROGRAMMe

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

presented 18 points of his 99 

Movement programme. Karácsony, 

the prime ministerial candidate of 

the Párbeszéd, Socialist and LMP 

parties, said the first programme 

points contained measures that 

could be started immediately and 

implemented “relatively swiftly ... to 

provide compensation for the past 

ten years”. The programme would 

scrap the section of the Labour Code 

that provides for the possibility of 400 

hours of overtime, known among the 

opposition and critics as the “slave law”, 

Karácsony said. They would also “write 

a new Labour Code together,” he said. 

Regarding education, Karácsony 

called the lowering of the age limit of 

mandatory education from 18 to 16 

years a “sin”, and said his government 

would create targeted programmes 

“for the youth pushed out of education”. 

The autonomy of Hungarian tertiary 

education would be re-established, 

he said. Local authorities would be 

reinstated as the oversight body of 

state-owned schools and the disparities 

between the funding of state-owned 

and church-owned schools will be 

remedied by raising the support for the 

former, he said. The Fidesz government’s 

decisions stripping some religious 

organisations of their church status 

will be reviewed, he said. “The crimes 

against Hungary’s rural areas will have 

to be remedied” and land privatisation 

laws reviewed, he said. Of the “many 

things that should be remedied in the 

pension system”, Karácsony said his 

movement saw the plight of those 

receiving disability pensions as a 

priority. Regarding steps to address the 

problems of the past year, Karácsony said 

they would support SMEs which saw a 

substantial fall in revenues during the 

coronavirus epidemic. He also proposed 

that SMEs which suffered revenue losses 

above 50% should be exempt from 

paying social contributions. Jobseekers’ 

allowances should be extended to nine 

months, Karácsony said. Those who only 

received such an allowance for three 

months under the current legislation 

should be compensated, as well as those 

forced into taking sick leaves during the 

pandemic, he said. Health-care and 

social workers would get a one-off wage 

subsidy of 500,000 forints (EUR 1,440) as 

a show of gratitude for their work during 

the pandemic, he said. Karácsony said 

the Fidesz government had “punched 

an enormous hole” into local authorities’ 

operations by redirecting business tax 

and vehicle tax revenues during the state 

of emergency. Local councils could tax 

fortunes larger than 500,000,000 forints 

to recoup the resources, he proposed. 

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HunGARY HAS 
SIGnIFICAnT ROLe  
In nATO

Hungary’s role in NATO is more 

significant than ever, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said ahead of a summit of 

the North-Atlantic Treaty Organisation. 

Hungary is slated to take over the 

leadership of KFOR, NATO’s operation 

in Kosovo and the alliance’s largest 

operation on land, in November, he 

noted.  Hungary has raised the number 

of its troops to 500 men in Kosovo and 

has pledged to coordinate KFOR staff’s 

vaccination against the coronavirus, 

he said. Meanwhile, it is providing 

ventilators for its “partners in the east 

and south” through NATO’s coronavirus 

relief fund, Szijjártó said. Hungary will 

also play a leading role in a joint air 

defence operation in the Baltic states 

next year, he said. 

Honouring a commitment made at 

the 2014 NATO summit, Hungary will 

raise its defence spending to 2% of GDP 

by 2024, Szijjártó said. Defence spending 

will come to 1.6% of GDP in 2021 and 

1.87% in 2022, he added. The summit is 

held at a time of shifting political and 

economic relations which warrant a new 

approach from the alliance, Szijjártó said. 

“Those changes have significant security 

aspects, and so Hungary supports the 

new NATO 2030 strategy,” he said.

KAZAKHSTAn ReCOGnISeS 
HunGARY IMMunITY 
CeRTIFICATeS 

Kazakhstan’s authorities have said that 

they would recognise coronavirus 

immunity certificates issued by their 

Hungarian, Thai, and Mongolian 

counterparts. Holders of such 

certificates will be granted entry to 

Kazakhstan, according to a decree 

issued by the Kazakh chief medical 

officer on Saturday. So far, Hungary has 
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concluded bilateral agreements with 

13 countries on mutually recognising 

immunity certificates and allowing free 

travel to each-other’s citizens.

eSTeRHÁZY COMMeMORATeD 
In CZeCH ReP

Ethnic Hungarians and Poles held 

a commemoration in Mírov, in the 

Czech Republic, to pay tribute to János 

Esterházy, a leader of Slovakia Hungarians 

between the two world wars. 

The commemoration marking 

the martyred count’s 120th birth 

anniversary, was organised by ethnic 

Hungarian association CSMMSZ and the 

local authority. The event was attended 

by Miklós Boros, Hungary’s Ambassador 

to the Czech Republic, Mírov Mayor 

Lubomír Pejchal, and representatives 

of ethnic Hungarian organisations in 

the Czech Republic and Slovakia. 

Count Esterházy (1901-1957), the 

sole Hungarian deputy in the Slovak 

Parliament before 1945, was a firm 

advocate of the ethnic Hungarian 

community, raising his voice against any 

violation of minority rights and against 

discrimination. Czechoslovak authorities 

arrested him in 1945 under the charge 

of war crimes, and turned him over to 

the Soviet military authorities. In 1947 

he was sentenced to 10 years of forced 

labour in Moscow and handed a death 

sentence in absentia in Bratislava on 

trumped-up charges. Two years later, 

the Soviet Union extradited the ailing 

Esterházy to Czechoslovakia, where 

the president commuted the death 

sentence to life imprisonment. The 

count died in a prison in Mírov in March 

1957. His ashes were identified in 2007 

in Prague’s Motol cemetery.

POST MORTeM COLLeCTS 
FOuR PRIZeS AT SPAnISH 
FILM FeSTIVAL 

Hungarian film director Péter Bergendy’s 

Post Mortem received four prizes at 

fantasy and horror film festival Sombra 

held in Murcia, southern Spain. The 

film, set in 1918 during the Spanish 

flu epidemic, was awarded in the 

categories of best film, best actor (Viktor 

Klem), best screenplay (Piros Zánkay) 

and best photography (András Nagy), 

the National Film Institute told MTI.  

Post Mortem is scheduled to be 

released in Hungary on October 28.

GOVT MARKS DISTRICT 
nuRSeS DAY In VIDeO 

Human Resources Minister Miklós 

Kásler and Zsolt Nyitrai,  the 

prime minister ’s commissioner 

for key welfare issues, greeted 

Hungary ’s district nurses 

in a video released on the 

occasion of District Nurses Day. 

In the video, Nyitrai thanked 

some 5,000 Hungarian staf f 

members in the sector for their 

contribution to ef for ts against 

the coronavirus pandemic, 

with special regard to their 

services during the vaccination 

drive.  Kásler said that district 

nurses had “a special place in 

healthcare by vir tue of their 

helpfulness, compassion, and 

high professional skills”. 

GOVT TO FunD SMeS’ 
DIGITAL DeVeLOPMenT 

The government is allocating 

200 billion forints (EUR 574.1m) to 

funding the digital and technological 

development of micro, small and mid-

size enterprises, a state secretary of the 

innovation and technology ministry 

said.

SMEs with at least one completed 

business year under their belt will 

be eligible for grants between 10 

and 630 million forints, provided 

that their planned projects meet 

certain requirements, László 

György said.


