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“Legions of migrants are banging on almost all European doors”, the prime minister told public broadcaster Kossuth Radio. 

The number of illegal border crossing attempts at Hungary’s southern borders increased to 38,000 so far this year as against 

around 10,000 in the same period of last year, he said. The pressure of migration is growing not only on land but also at 

Europe’s maritime borders, he added.

Hungary’s position is clear in rejecting migration, Orbán said. Migration is especially dangerous at the time of a pandemic, 

which is why he proposed not allowing any kind of migration for two years, he said.

Commenting on the 137,000 people who had not shown up for the second coronavirus vaccination, he said “Hungarians 

generally have a sense of responsibility but it seems not everybody does”.

Orbán asked everyone to show up for the second jab because failing to do so will result in the cancellation of their vaccination 

certificate. This, however, will not apply to people who could not receive the second jab because of health reasons, he added.

As the pandemic is being reined in, the issue of migration will move back into the 
focus of European politics, Viktor Orbán said in a radio interview on Friday.

ORBÁn: MIGRATIOn BACK In FOCuS
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Official fan zone for soccer Euro 2020 opens in Budapest
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ORBÁn: HunGARY’S 
eCOnOMY POISeD FOR 
SuCCeSSFuL ReLAunCH

Hungary’s economy is poised for a 

successful relaunch, Viktor Orbán said in 

a radio interview on Friday. Addressing 

the question of how public funds 

should be dispersed, the prime minister 

told public broadcaster Kossuth Radio 

that any extra revenue produced by the 

economy should be “given back” to the 

people who worked for it, especially 

to families who bore the brunt of the 

coronavirus crisis. Orbán said anyone 

raising a child should recoup the money 

“they worked for and paid in taxes” up 

to the average income.

“Families need to have greater 

security in order to ensure a safer, less 

fragile economy,” he said, adding that 

since low earners tended to be in the 

most precarious position, the minimum 

wage would have to be raised. A balance 

must be struck between hiking the 

minimum wage and maintaining the 

competitiveness of small and medium-

sized enterprises, the prime minister said.

FARMeRS LAunCH 
PeTITIOn AGAInST 
BRuSSeLS CAP DeMAnDS

Hungary’s National Agricultural 

Chamber (NAK) and farmers’ 

association Magosz have launched 

an online petition in support of 

Hungarian farmers and against Brussels’ 

“impossible demands” in connection 

with the EU’s farm policy overhaul, 

NAK said on Friday. Explaining the 

reason for the petition, NAK said in a 

statement that left-wing MEPs had 

ignored member states’ support 

for their farmers and halted talks on 

the reform of the European Union’s 

Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). 

NAK said “Brussels bureaucrats” and 

the European Parliament wanted 

to place “impossible demands” on 

farmers. The EP’s proposals would put 

European farmers at a competitive 

disadvantage against producers outside 

the bloc, ultimately leading to higher 

food prices, they said, adding that this 

would also hurt Hungarian farmers. NAK 

and Magosz are calling on the EP not to 

put European farmers at a disadvantage 

and to continue to guarantee proper 

conditions for producing quality 

produce, the statement said.

István Nagy, Hungary’s agriculture 

minister, has said the biggest 

disagreements over the CAP reform 

were about questions concerning 

the funds to be allocated towards 

environmental and climate protection. 

He said Hungary’s goal was to strike 

a balance between the aspects 

of competitiveness and climate 

protection. Hungary, he said, was 

fighting for a funding system that 

advances sustainability by incentivising 

farmers rather than penalising them.

JuSTICe MIn: eu COuRT 
RuSHInG ADJuDICATIOn 
OF RuLe OF LAW ISSue

The European court, at the behest 

of the European Parliament, is fast-

tracking a procedure related to the 

rule of law issue, Hungary’s justice 

minister, Judit Varga, said, branding as 

“absurd” the court’s decision to take 

only a few months to rule on “one 

of the most important and complex 

legal issues” in EU history. The Court 

of Justice of the European Union has 

met an EP request to hear the case 

under an expedited procedure, Varga 

said on Facebook on Friday, noting 

that the court had taken almost three 

years to rule on a simple procedural 

issue raised by Hungary concerning 

the Sargentini vote, yet would take 

only a few months to consider a case 

that was far more complex. Varga put 

this down to “left-liberal politicians 

in Brussels” who refused to put up 

with member states that believe in 

a Europe of sovereign, independent 

nation states that reject migration. 

She insisted the procedure under 

way was “politically motivated” and 

would “result in a loss of confidence 

in the whole European cooperation”. 

The minister said Hungary would not 

succumb to political blackmail and 

the government would continue 

to represent Hungarian interests in 

Brussels and at the Luxembourg court.

ORBÁn AT TALKS WITH 
WORLD JeWISH COnGReSS 
HeAD

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán held talks 

with President of the World Jewish 

Congress, Ronald S Lauder, in his office 

on Thursday. Lauder earlier attended 

the opening of the Rumbach Street 
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Synagogue following a 3.2 billion forint 

(EUR 9.14m) revamp project supported 

by the Hungarian government which 

attracted an ICOMOS (International 

Council on Monuments and Sites) 

restoration prize. Orbán and Lauder 

established that Hungarian Jews can 

continue to rely on the Hungarian 

government’s help, Orbán’s press chief 

said. Lauder expressed appreciation for 

the government’s support to Jewish 

communities in the fight against the 

coronavirus and for investments in 

health care and the social and cultural 

sectors that improve living conditions 

for Jews in Hungary. He said it was 

promising that Orbán had recently 

paid a visit to Israel, and he expressed 

appreciation for the Hungarian 

government’s supportive efforts 

for the Jewish state in international 

forums. Orbán said the Hungarian 

government always handled anti-

Semitism with zero tolerance and he 

offered continued cooperation to 

Lauder “in light of common values”.

SZIJJÁRTÓ OPenS 
COnSuLATe-GeneRAL  
In InnSBRuCK

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó opened 

Hungary’s consulate-general in 

Innsbruck, Hungary’s 148th around the 

world, on Friday. “Innsbruck is a serious 

trade hub, and the development of 

foreign economic ties there is clearly 

in Hungary’s economic interest,” the 

minister said. Austria is Hungary’s 

second largest trading partner and 

Hungarian trade with the states of 

Tyrol, Salzburg and Vorarlberg, to be 

served by the consulate-general in 

Innsbruck, totals almost 1.5 billion 

euros annually. Szijjártó expressed 

thanks to Sonja Ledl-Rossman, 

president of the Tiroler Landtag, for her 

continued “flexible and constructive” 

support for setting up the consulate-

general and to those who “held 

Hungarians together even without 

a consulate office in the past”. He 

granted the Order of Merit Knight’s 

Cross to Péter Szabados, the head of a 

Hungarian student home and cultural 

centre in Innsbruck, and to Christian 

Winder, the honorary consul who has 

represented Hungary in Tyrol so far.

MP BRAnDS PM’S 
PROPOSeD TAX ReBATe 
‘CAMPAIGn STunT’

Opposition LMP has branded a 

personal income tax rebate for low-

earning parents proposed by the prime 

minister this week as a “campaign 

stunt”, saying that the government 

should have instead helped families 

and businesses over the past year 

and a half. Co-leader Máté Kanász-

Nagy told the press on Friday that 

the sole purpose of the tax rebate 

was to maximise votes for the ruling 

parties. Otherwise, he said, Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán “would have 

done something for the people or 

businesses hurting because of the 

crisis, like expanding the wage support 

scheme”.

Erzsébet Schmuck, LMP’s other co-

leader, criticised the newly announced 

National Consultation public survey on 

Hungary’s economic recovery. She 

dismissed the government stance that 

the costs of climate protection should 

be borne by the biggest polluting 

companies as “propaganda”, arguing 

that the government provided far 

more support to multinationals than 

to Hungarian small businesses. Around 

60% of Hungary’s CO2 emissions 

can be chalked up to transport and 

households, yet the government 

is building motorways instead of 

supporting public transport and 

refuses to provide support for building 

insulation, she said. Concerning the 

planned climate tax, Schmuck said 

the European Union’s plan was to 

expand its emissions trading scheme 

to households and the transport sector 

with a view to reducing energy and 

fuel consumption. But since the details 

of the plan have yet to be finalised, it 

is impossible to hold a proper debate 

on it, she said, insisting that the prime 

minister was merely “trying to rile 

people up”.

HunGARY ReCORDS 8 
FATALITIeS, 199 neW 
InFeCTIOnS

Eight patients, generally elderly with 

co-morbidities, died over the past 24 

hours, while 199 new infections were 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Friday. So far 5,324,996 people have 

received a first jab, while 4,157,681 have 

been fully vaccinated. The number 

of active infections has declined to 

52,272, while hospitals are treating 
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442 Covid patients, 51 of whom need 

respiratory assistance.

Since the first outbreak, 806,790 

infections have been registered, while 

fatalities have risen to 29,904. Fully 

724,614 people have made a recovery.

FOReIGneRS WITH 
neGATIVe COROnAVIRuS 
TeST WeLCOMe TO 
MOTORInG eVenTS  
In HunGARY

The government has decided to 

allow foreign visitors to attend three 

upcoming motoring events in Hungary 

if they present negative coronavirus 

tests taken no earlier than 72 hours 

before entering the country, the 

Prime Minister’s Office said in a 

statement on Thursday. The FIA Truck 

Racing Championship will be held 

at Hungaroring, outside Budapest, 

on June 12-13. The Formula One 

Hungarian Grand Prix is scheduled for 

July 30-August 1, while the FIA World 

Touring Car Cup will take place on 

August 21-22, the statement said.

Foreigners with tickets for the three 

events will not be required to leave 

the country within 72 hours of their 

entry and will be allowed access to 

hotel and catering services, similarly 

to Hungarians who hold coronavirus 

immunity certificates, the statement 

added.

HunGARY 9TH In eu  
In eMISSIOnS ReDuCTIOn

Hungary’s greenhouse emissions 

three years ago were a third lower 

than in the early 1990s, according to 

an environmental think tank.

The country is 9th on the European 

Union’s list of emissions reducers, 

Máté Litkei, the head of the Climate 

Policy Institute, said in an interview 

published by daily Magyar Nemzet 

on Friday. “We have also agreed to 

set a target to reduce emissions 

by 55% by 2030 and make energy 

production 90% carbon-free,” he 

said. Making the whole economy 

carbon-free by 2050 “will require 

large resources, but this is not 

impossible to achieve,” he added. 

Litkei said all EU member states were 

handling climate targets as a priority 

issue but the distribution of targets 

was a matter of debate. Countries 

that achieved less than the European 

average in the past must now make 

greater efforts than others, he said. 

The economic slowdown caused 

by Covid-19 significantly reduced 

greenhouse emissions, but a recent 

forecast by the International Energy 

Agency showed that this year’s 

relaunch and the global economic 

race is expected to result in “larger 

extra carbon dioxide emissions than 

what was, so to speak, saved during 

last year’s lockdown”, he said.

eneRGY OFFICe: 
BuDAPeST ReSIDenTIAL 
GAS PRICeS CHeAPeST  
In euROPe

Residential natural gas prices in 

Budapest have been the cheapest 

among European capitals since 

September 2019, Hungary’s public 

utilities regulator said on Friday. At 

2.81 eurocents per kilowatt hour on 

average, Budapest’s residents have 

the cheapest gas, while according 

to the price data of 27 EU capitals, 

as well as Belgrade and London, the 

average household price of electricity 

in Budapest in May 2021 was 10.40 

eurocents per kilowatt hour, the 

second lowest price among the 

capitals included in the survey and 

the lowest among the EU capitals, 

the Hungarian Energy and Public 

Utilities Regulatory Authority said in 

a statement.


