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The prime minister said the 137,000 people who have failed to return for the second Covid vaccine dose will have their 

immunity certificate deleted from the official register, losing all tied privileges. Meanwhile, it will be up to parents to decide 

whether they want their 12-16-year-old children to be inoculated. He said once all vaccine shipments arrive, Hungary will 

have a total of 17 million doses of Western vaccines, including 6.1 million doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, 5 million 

AstraZeneca, 4 million Jansen and 1 million Moderna jabs. Hungary also has plenty of Sinopharm jabs left, but only 

40,000-50,000 doses of the Sputnik V vaccine, he said, adding that Hungary is the only EU member state that has more 

jabs available than people registering to get inoculated. Hungary, he said, was at the tail end of the epidemic’s third wave, 

with an accelerating rate of decline in new infections and a low level of positive tests, while it is in second place in Europe 

when it comes to the number of first doses administered and in first place in terms of the full vaccination rate.

Viktor Orbán has announced a slew of new government measures concerning the 
pandemic, including the vaccination of 12-16-year-olds, new rules on immunity 
certificates and a National Consultation on Hungary’s economic recovery.
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FRONTLINE COVID 
WORKERS TO GET EXTRA 
PAID LEAVE

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán also 

announced paid leave of ten days 

for workers who contributed to 

Hungary’s Covid-19 response efforts. 

“This is the least they deserve,” he said.  

Workers would not have the option 

of accepting overtime pay instead of 

taking time off, as the purpose of the 

measure was to give them a chance to 

rest, Gergely Gulyás, the PM’s chief of 

staff, said at the press briefing.

Meanwhile, Orbán also announced 

the launch of a National Consultation 

public survey on Hungary’s 

economic recovery. The aim of 

the survey is to find common 

ground on the most important 

matters concerning the creation 

of a stable economy, he said. The 

government envisions a new 

kind of post-pandemic economy 

that draws on the lessons of the 

previous decades, and is preparing 

for a period of pandemics and 

mass migration, Orbán said. So 

Hungary is in need of an economy 

that provides balance, stability 

and security for its population not 

only in times of peace but amidst 

pandemics and migration, too, he 

added. The public will be asked, for 

example, whether they think the 

increase of the minimum wage to 

200,000 forints (EUR 575) alongside 

considerable tax cuts for SMEs 

should happen in multiple phases 

or in one go, he said. This, he added, 

required an agreement between 

the government and the Hungarian 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

The government is also looking 

for backing from the public on a 

measure allowing parents who earn 

below the average income to reclaim 

their 2021 PIT in 2022, Orbán said.

The survey will also touch on the 

issue of the moratorium on loan 

repayments, he said, adding that 

the government and the banking 

association were debating the next 

steps concerning the measure. The 

public will also be asked about a 

climate tax Brussels has proposed 

levying on Hungarian families’ flats 

and vehicles, Orbán said. If Hungary 

decides to oppose this, it will find itself 

in the middle of a fierce international 

dispute, he said, adding that the 

government therefore had to have 

strong backing from the people on the 

issue. Hungary’s government believes 

that the costs of the fight against 

climate change should be borne by the 

world’s biggest polluters, Orbán said. 

The survey will also cover the issue of 

mandatory migration quotas, “which 

are back on the agenda, and which 

Hungary has always firmly opposed.” 

Orbán said the bloc should suspend 

its policy of taking in migrants for at 

least two years “until the pandemic is 

fully behind us”.

Meanwhile, the prime minister noted 

the government had not ordered any 

additional vaccines since a vaccine 

developed in Hungary would be 

available by the time any new jabs are 

needed. It is conceivable, he added, that 

vaccinations would become an annual 

recurrence. Referring to the stockpiling 

of ventilators, masks, PPE, drugs and 

vaccines, the prime minister said that 

large stocks should be maintained even 

if it took years before they were used.

Asked why Hungary was no longer 

involved in EU vaccine procurement, 

Orbán said that amid much uncertainty 

about how effective and durable 

vaccines were, pharmaceutical 

companies were vying to sell as 

many doses as possible. Now, he said, 

it appeared the shelf life was around 

eight months, though this period 

varied depending on the vaccine.

Asked about immunity certificates, 

Orbán noted an EU system had yet to 

be established, and in the meantime 

Hungary had concluded bilateral 

agreements with 13-14 countries on 

the mutual acceptance of immunity 

certificates. An EU immunity passport 

isn’t expected before July, he added. 

The simplest way forward would 

be to add information required by 

the EU to the relevant Hungarian 

documentation, with a digital interface 

containing all the information needed 

for movement across Europe, Orbán 

said. Gulyás insisted that no other 

document was available anywhere 

else which guarantees as broad travel 

as Hungary’s immunity card, adding 

that most countries in Europe are travel 

options for protected Hungarians. All 

neighbouring countries, bar Austria, 

have entered into agreements with 

Hungary on unimpeded travel for 

vaccinated citizens, he added.
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ORBÁN: BENDING 
THE KNEE ‘ALIEN TO 
HUNGARIAN CULTURE’

Referring to a recent Hungary-

Ireland friendly in Budapest, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said 

bending the knee on the pitch 

under the name of fighting racism 

was “alien to Hungarian culture”. 

“I don’t symphatise with it at all.” 

There was “no room” for such 

gestures on sports fields, he said. 

“Sports is about something else.” 

In a Hungarian context, bending 

the knee “is allowed or expected 

in three cases only: before 

God, the homeland, or if you’re 

proposing to someone.” Football 

players “aren’t expected to kneel 

but to fight and win, and if they 

don’t succeed, die standing,” 

Orbán said, adding that such 

gestures had been invented by 

countries with a past of slavery. 

“The burdens of that past should 

be dealt with those nations 

themselves; peoples who had no 

slavery cannot help out with that,” 

the prime minister said. 

Answering a question about 

Hungarian fans hissing at the 

Irish players bending the knee, 

Orbán said “once you are a guest 

in a country, try and understand 

its culture and don’t provoke the 

locals.” The Hungarian fans reacted 

to the “provocation” as they usually 

react, “not always in the most 

elegant way”, Orbán added. 

ORBÁN: HUNGARY 
ABLE TO PROTECT ITS 
INTERESTS

Asked about relations between the 

United States and China at Thursday’s 

government press briefing, Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán said Hungary 

was interested in a form of cooperation 

between the two countries that 

benefitted central Europe and led 

to increased trade and investments 

rather than a cold war.  Asked for 

his thoughts on China expanding 

its political influence through 

economic agreements, Orbán said 

China’s Fudan University had a 

presence at five German universities 

and 24 Scandinavian ones, and also 

cooperated with Yale University in 

the US. He said that if these countries 

were all capable of protecting their 

national security interests, then 

Hungary would be too. Orbán added 

that as long as his government was in 

power, it would protect the country 

from foreign influence. He said it 

was wrong to assume that outside 

influence peddling was limited to 

certain ideologies. “This is a part of 

international politics.” “Hungary is also 

a participant in this, as well as a target, 

and if it’s a target it will defend itself, be 

it against Germans, Americans or the 

Chinese.” Orbán said he did not believe 

that the left’s “anti-China rhetoric” 

could harm Hungary’s foreign policy 

or economy, arguing that Hungary-

China relations were “very strong”. He 

said there was also a race within the 

EU for member states to deepen their 

ties with China. Germany is leading that 

race, and Hungary shouldn’t miss out 

on the opportunity to boost its ties 

with China, either, he said.

On the subject of the planned 

campus of China’s Fudan University in 

Budapest, Orbán said the issue really 

concerned higher education, but the 

leftist opposition had turned it into a 

political gambit. Therefore the only 

way to settle the matter, he said, was 

to hold a referendum on it once the 

plans for the campus are complete.

ORBÁN: CHANGING EU 
VOTING RULES WOULD 
REQUIRE NEW TREATY

Commenting on Germany’s proposal 

to end unanimous votes on EU policies, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán told a 

government press briefing that the 

bloc’s founding treaty was clear on 

the areas that required unanimous 

votes and ones that did not. Changing 

the voting rules would require an 

amendment to the founding treaty, 

which requires unanimous support, 

he said. “We’ll tell them right now to 

not even bother getting started on it,” 

he said. Member states should take 

powers back from Brussels instead of 

giving up more in order for the bloc to 

function well, he added.

Meanwhile, asked about Pope 

Francis’s upcoming visit to Hungary, 

Orbán said it was important to 

remember that the pontiff was both a 

head of state and the head of a church, 

for which he deserved respect and an 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

4

JUNE 11, 2021
MORNING ISSUE AM

attitude of humility. Given that Pope 

Francis will be delivering mass at a 

global event, it will be up to him to 

decide whom he meets with, Orbán 

said. The prime minister added that it 

would be an honour if the pontiff met 

with him, adding that the government 

was ready to welcome the pope 

humbly.

On the domestic political front, 

Orbán commented on reports 

about government members who 

holidayed on yachts, saying it was 

not the government’s businesses 

what kind of boat they could afford. 

Hungary has introduced rules against 

conflict of interest and these must 

be observed by everyone, he added. 

Asked about whether his son-in-law 

István Tiborcz should be treated as a 

public figure, he said it was not his job 

to take a position on the matter and 

the court would do so. In response to a 

question concerning Lőrinc Mészáros, 

a businessman with close ties to Orbán 

who tops the list of the 100 richest 

Hungarians, he said the government 

had two expectations of people with 

an abundance of money: to abide by 

all regulations and pay all the taxes 

they owe. He said 80% of the top 100 

richest Hungarians were left-wingers, 

adding that on the right wing, business 

and politics were generally not mixed 

together. Asked what he would think if 

he was in opposition and the family of 

the next prime minister would make 

billions from European Union and state 

resources within a few years, he said: 

“I would advise him to pay all his taxes 

and stick to the regulations.”

DK: DOBREV VOWS  
TO DECLARE ‘STATE  
OF CORRUPTION 
EMERGENCY’

If the opposition alliance were to win 

the 2022 elections, a “state of corruption 

emergency” would be declared and 

the assets of “Fidesz oligarchs” frozen, 

a Democratic Coalition (DK) politician 

said. Klára Dobrev, DK’s prime minister-

candidate, has also vowed to set 

up an independent anti-corruption 

prosecutor’s office and a special 

police force to investigate corruption 

cases, Gergely Arató, the leftist party’s 

deputy parliamentary group leader, 

told an online briefing. Further, a 

government formed by the current 

opposition would want Hungary to 

join the European Public Prosecutor’s 

Office, he said. 

Citing a recent report, Arató said 

that businessman Lőrinc Mészáros had 

earned 185 billion forints (EUR 529m) 

during the coronavirus pandemic, 

becoming Hungary’s richest man. 

“We all know what this means: [Prime 

Minister] Viktor Orbán has become 

the richest Hungarian through his 

middleman,” he said.

While the honest majority tried to 

cope with the coronavirus and the 

ensuing crisis, “the Fidesz few, the 

prime minister among them, shovelled 

hundreds of billions worth of public 

assets out of the country,” Arató said, 

adding that these monies would be 

retaken if a new government entered 

office in 2022.

EC REFERS HUNGARY  
TO EU COURT OVER URBAN 
WASTE WATER TREATMENT

The European Commission said 

on Wednesday that it has referred 

Hungary to the EU’s Luxembourg 

court over its failure to comply with 

the common directive on urban waste 

water treatment. Under the directive, 

EU member states must ensure that 

urban agglomerations properly collect 

and treat their waste waters with the 

aim to eliminate or mitigate their 

undesirable effects.

In a statement, the EC noted the 

common European Green Deal 

legislation which sets a zero pollution 

goal for every member state. “Full 

implementation of the standards 

enshrined in EU legislation is 

important to effectively protect human 

health and safeguard the natural 

environment,” the commission said.

It noted that 22 agglomerations in 

Hungary have not fully complied with 

the requirements set in the directive 

as they have so far failed to provide 

all their residents with a system for 

collecting urban waste water or an 

alternative ensuring the same level of 

environmental protection. In addition, 

Hungary has failed to provide more 

stringent cleaning treatment for five 

other agglomerations, it said. As they 

are not properly collected, the waste 

waters cannot be treated as required 

by EU law, the commission said.

It noted a letter of formal notice 

sent to Hungarian authorities in 
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February 2017 which was followed by 

a reasoned opinion sent ten months 

later. “Although the Hungarian 

authorities have closely cooperated 

with the Commission, the low ratio 

of connections to collecting systems 

already built and the high ratio of 

individual or appropriate systems (IAS) 

usage led the Commission to conclude 

that the authorities have failed to prove 

compliance for the above-mentioned 

agglomerations,” the EC said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: ALBANIA, 
UKRAINE ACCEPT 
HUNGARY IMMUNITY 
CERTIFICATES

Hungary has reached an agreement 

with Albania on the mutual 

recognition of each other’s Covid-19 

immunity certificates, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said on Facebook on 

Wednesday. Under the deal, Hungarian 

and Albanian citizens who have been 

inoculated against Covid-19 can 

enter each other’s countries without 

restrictions from Thursday, the minister 

said. “If all goes well, we’ll be back with 

another announcement tomorrow,” 

Szijjártó added.

Earlier on Wednesday, Hungary 

reached a deal with Morocco on the 

mutual recognition of each other’s 

immunity certificates.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian and Hungarian 

citizens inoculated against Covid-19 

can travel freely to each other’s 

countries from Friday without the 

requirement of a test or quarantine, 

regardless of the type of vaccine they 

have received, Szijjártó told public 

media. The two countries have 

agreed to recognise each other’s 

immunity certificates, the minister 

said, noting that the government 

has been in talks with countries 

for weeks in allowing vaccinated 

citizens to travel freely and, with a 

few exceptions, these agreements 

had been slower to come about than 

desired. He noted that Hungary far 

outpaced most countries in Europe 

in terms of the vaccination rate, and 

so it was unsurprising that countries 

with a lower inoculation rate could 

only “move slower”. One important 

aim, he said, was to sign agreements 

with neighbouring countries as soon 

as possible in order “to enable families, 

friends and communities torn from 

each other to come together again.” 

Further consultations are under way 

which will enable new agreements in 

the coming weeks, he added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
WELCOMES ROMANIA’S 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION GOALS

Hungary welcomes Romania’s recent 

accomplishments in the protection of 

the environment, Péter Szijjártó, the 

minister of foreign affairs and trade, 

said after meeting Barna Tánczos, 

Romania’s minister for environmental 

protection, water management and 

forestry, on Thursday. The more 

effective Romania’s environmental 

protection efforts are, the better 

it is for Hungary, Szijjártó said on 

Facebook. The plastic pollution of 

the River Tisza is a recurring problem, 

he said, welcoming a new Romanian 

bill on a deposit return scheme for 

plastic bottles.

He also welcomed Romania’s 

decision to increase capacities for 

cleaning up water left from mining 

operations. Szijjártó said the two 

countries were set to draw up new 

measures aimed protecting their shared 

rivers at a meeting of the Romanian-

Hungarian mixed committee for 

environmental protection and water 

management scheduled for the second 

half of the year.

The minister said Hungary and 

Romania had a shared interest in 

ensuring that European Union 

regulations did not discriminate 

against the use of natural gas and 

nuclear energy.

Minister of Agriculture István Nagy 

held an introductory meeting with 

Tánczos, recently and discussed 

opportunities for deepening water 

management and environmental 

protection cooperation between 

Hungary and Romania. Plans are also 

afoot to reconvene the Romanian-

Hungarian mixed committee for 

environmental protection. The 

two ministers were in agreement 

that the upcoming Hungarian 

presidency of the Visegrad Group 

provided an opportunity for a 

stronger representation of regional 

interests in the European Union on 

issues such as the European Green 

Deal, protected areas and irrigation 

development. 
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: TECH OFFERS 
OPPORTUNITIES, CARRIES 
DANGERS

Technological developments offer huge 

opportunities but carry risks, too, Péter 

Szijjártó, Hungary’s minister of foreign 

affairs and trade, told the Council of 

Europe (CoE) on Thursday. “It is untenable 

that giant tech companies or their CEOs 

decide which of the democratically 

elected politicians are allowed to 

maintain links with their electors via the 

Internet,” Szijjártó said. This is perhaps the 

biggest danger freedom of expression 

and democracy are exposed to, he 

said. During the first event of its CoE 

presidency, Hungary hosted an online 

discussion on artificial intelligence and the 

regulation of tech giants “with our Cyprian 

friends”, the minister said on Facebook.

CORONAVIRUS - SEVEN 
FATALITIES, 206 NEW 
INFECTIONS

Seven patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over 

the past 24 hours, while 206 

new infections were registered, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Thursday. 

So far 5,311,475 people have received 

a first jab, while 4,112,876 have been 

fully vaccinated. The number of 

active infections has declined to 

54,399, while hospitals are treating 

481 Covid patients, 57 of whom need 

respiratory assistance. There are 6,189 

people in official quarantine, while 

5,948,874 tests have been officially 

carried out.

Since the first outbreak, 806,591 

infections have been registered, 

while fatalities have risen to 29,896. 

Fully 722,296 people have made a 

recovery.

RUMBACH STREET 
SYNAGOGUE OPENED 
AFTER REVAMP

The synagogue in central Budapest’s 

Rumbach Sebestyén Street was 

opened after a major revamp on 

Thursday. The synagogue designed 

by Viennese architect Otto Wagner 

and built in 1872 had been in a run-

down state for many decades after the 

second world war. The government 

contributed 3.2 billion forints (EUR 

9.14m) towards the renovation which 

took place over the past four years. 

Minister for families Katalin Novák told 

the opening event that it was a noble 

task to rescue a building from ruin, but 

the government had supported the 

project primarily because it was hoped 

that life would return between its walls.

András Heisler, president of the 

Federation of Hungarian Jewish 

Communities (Mazsihisz), thanked 

the builders for their work and the 

government for its support. He 

said it was after 70 years of neglect 

that “a new multifunctional space 

has been built where prayers will 

be heard, the Jewish community 

can develop; and it will also house 

fantastic cultural, public-education 

and tourism events.”

President of the World Jewish 

Congress Ronald S Lauder praised 

Hungary for being among the few 

countries that “dared to express its 

support” for the Jewish people during 

the recent Israel-Palestine conflict.


