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Orbán told a press conference that Hungary supported Albania’s accession also because the country’s EU membership 

would serve Hungary’s interests. Without the perspective of Albania’s membership, the continent’s security cannot be 

guaranteed, either in terms of politics or the economy, he added.

Orbán said he had been working with his Albanian counterpart for a long time, since Rami had won three consecutive 

elections, which is unique in European politics. The two countries have no significant differences of opinion in any area 

and most importantly, Hungary supports Albania’s EU membership, he added. Commenting on economic relations, he 

said Hungarian retail bank OTP’s presence in Albania represented a flagship for cooperation. Experience shows that once 

a large investor enters a country, others will follow, he added.

Rama thanked Hungary for its support to Albania’s European integration. Hungarians and Albanians are linked by friendship 

going back to many years and cooperation between the two countries needs to be further strengthened, he added. 

Hungary is fully committed to supporting Albania’s European Union accession at 
the earliest possible date, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said after talks with Albanian 
counterpart Edi Rama.

ORBÁN: HUNGARY SUPPORTS ALBANIA’S EU ACCESSION

Coronavirus updates

LMP presser on state funds

Stats office publishes prelim report 
on CPI in May

Stats office publishes foreign trade 
figures in April in 1st reading
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Castle of Mosonmagyaróvár, NW Hungary, after revamp
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ORBÁN: EU LEFT 
‘ATTACKING HUNGARY 
IN A CONTEMPTIBLE 
MANNER’

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán slammed 

the “European left led by the German 

left” for “once again attacking Hungary 

in a contemptible manner. This time 

it is for our country’s refusal to sign 

a politically inconsequential and 

frivolous joint declaration on Hong 

Kong,” Orbán said in a document called 

Samisdat 9.

“Hungary’s position is that there 

must be an end to the preoccupation 

in Brussels with concocting and 

flaunting declarations,” Orbán said. 

He added, “We understand if - for 

domestic, internal political reasons - 

a Member State wants to present a 

piece of paper bearing the EU logo. 

But there is a limit to this. In recent 

years this common foreign policy 

approach, motivated by domestic 

political considerations, has led to 

the European Union’s foreign policy 

stance becoming a laughing stock. 

When eight of our joint declarations 

have been swept aside, as has 

happened with China, the ninth 

will simply be greeted with more 

mockery. We look like pathetic paper 

tigers, and our ineffectual declarations 

are cues for laughter from the rest of 

the world.”

“It is high time for Europe’s real 

leaders, its real shapers of foreign 

policy - the heads of state or 

government - to bypass declaration-

generating foreign policy bureaucrats 

and take the big strategic issues into 

their own hands, as they did most 

recently in the European Council 

on the subject of Russia,” he said. 

Concerning Europe’s policy on China, 

Orbán said “we believe that we must 

prevent the re-emergence of Cold War 

policies and culture in world politics.”

“A resumption of the Cold War is also 

contrary to the interests of Europe, 

Central Europe and Hungary. We need 

development, green development 

and digital development. We need 

cooperation, investment, trade and 

cultural and scientific relations - not 

boycotts, sanctions, sermons and 

lectures”. “As it has done to date, 

Hungary will continue to do its utmost 

in order to develop international 

cooperation. We will exercise our 

rights guaranteed by the European 

Union’s founding treaties, we will act 

in accordance with the principle of 

loyal cooperation, and we will work 

to restore Europe’s influence and 

authority in foreign policy. We will 

support initiatives to develop Europe’s 

strategic sovereignty and autonomy. 

To do this, we must first curb the 

European left’s deranged adventures 

in foreign policy,” Orbán said.

PARLIAMENT PASSES 
HUNGARY’S 2022 
HEADLINE BUDGET 

Parliament has passed into law the 

main figures of the government’s 2022 

budget, together with amendments 

by parliament’s budget committee. 

The budget passed with 121 votes 

for and 60 against. 

Targeted central revenues total 

25,393.8 billion forints (EUR 72.55bn) 

as against expenditure of 28,546.5 

billion, with a projected shortfall 

of 3,152.6 billion forints. According 

to a justification to the bill, tourism 

is crucial for reviving the economy 

after the coronavirus epidemic, 

therefore the sector will benefit 

from a total of 81 billion forints next 

year for developments connected 

to restarting the economy, up from 

40 billion forints this year. Under 

the amendments, the Hungarian 

Academy of Sciences will receive 

extra funding of 7.3 billion forints to 

improve “routine academic services 

for the scientific community”, as 

well as to reinforce the Academy’s 

scholarship programmes. Local 

government offices will receive 

an extra 10 billion forints to renew 

their infrastructure and start new 

developments. Youth and family 

organisations will have access to 

2.8 billion forints, 850 million forints 

more than in 2021, while ethnic 

minority governments will be 

granted over 1 billion forints for their 

operations. Under the amendment, a 

finance ministry reserve fund will be 

raised from 93 billion forints to 105 

billion out of which pay hikes for staff 

at universities operating under a new 

higher education model will be paid 

for, among other items. 

Parliament also adopted tax cuts 

aimed at reviving the economy, 

with 120 votes in favour and 60 
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against. Under the new tax laws, 

employers will pay 15% social 

security contributions, 0.5% 

less than in 2021. Tax paid by 

individual entrepreneurs will be 

further simplified with the option 

of a f lat rate if their revenues do 

not exceed ten times the annual 

minimum wage or up to fif ty 

times the minimum wage in case 

of retail traders. Taxpayers in 

this system will be exempt from 

personal income tax up to half of 

the minimum wage. The measure 

will benefit 70,000 small firms.

ÁDER: HUNGARIAN ARMED 
FORCES GUARANTEE 
COUNTRY’S SECURITY

Hungary’s armed forces are ready 

and able to guarantee the country’s 

security, and their capability will 

increase in the future, President János 

Áder said at an army base in Tata, in 

northern Hungary.

Viewing equipment procured 

under the army’s development 

programme, the president and 

Commander-in-Chief of the 

Hungarian Armed Forces said the 

reforms embarked on in 2017 were 

the first such serious undertaking 

in Hungary since the second world 

war. By 2024, Hungary will have met 

its NATO commitment to spend 

up to 2% of its GDP on defence-

related developments, Áder said. 

Hungarian soldiers, he noted, had 

played an important role in various 

international operations in recent 

decades, earning the respect of 

soldiers from other countries with 

whom they served. The president 

also referred to the nine-member 

contingent which returned home 

from Afghanistan on Tuesday, 

and noted that the lives of seven 

Hungarian soldiers had been lost 

there. Arriving at the base of the 

25th György Klapka Rifle Brigade 

in Szomód in a new military 

helicopter, Áder was received with 

military honours by Tibor Benkő, the 

minister of defence, and Romulusz 

Ruszin-Szendi, Commander of the 

Hungarian Armed Forces. Áder 

inspected Hungary’s new German 

Leopard 2A4 armoured vehicles and 

Turkish Ejder Yalcin Gidran armoured 

vehicles before observing shooting 

demonstration using handguns 

manufactured in Hungary.

JUSTICE MINISTER: 
RULE OF LAW ‘FINALLY 
DISCUSSED BY EXPERTS’

The debate on the rule of law is 

“finally where it should be”, in front 

of justice ministers, the Hungarian 

justice minister said on the sidelines 

of a meeting of EU ministers in 

Luxembourg. Judit Varga told MTI 

over the phone that the ministers 

also responsible for European affairs 

exchanged views about the European 

Public Prosecutor’s Office and the 

national prosecutors’ work in the 

member states, she said.  Whenever 

non-experts discuss the topic, and 

analyse the specific solutions of 

member states, the discussion easily 

degenerates into a “political witch 

hunt”, she said. The participants 

discussed issues pertaining to 

prosecutor’s offices after a recent 

ruling of the European court, which 

voiced concerns regarding the 

independence of the prosecutor’s 

office in several member states, 

“but not in Hungary,” Varga said. 

The Hungarian Public Prosecutor 

is elected with a qualified majority, 

and reports only to the parliament, 

completely independently from 

the executive branch, she noted. 

Meanwhile, Hungary has raised 

judges’ and prosecutors’ wages 

“in a historic hike” to guarantee 

independence, she said. Regarding 

the European Public Prosecutor’s 

Office, which was launched on June 

1, Varga said “no one called out” 

the five member states, Hungary 

among them, which did not join 

the organisation. “When politicians 

discuss the matter, it becomes 

politicised, but experts will not use 

the discussions for pointing point 

fingers,” she said.  

The meeting also tackled the 

issue of digital security which 

Varga said was “one of the most 

important challenges of our 

age”. Terrorism, paedophile 

crimes and organisers of illegal 

migration thrive in cyberspace, 

she said. Hungary is committed 

to supporting tools to crack 

down on such content, she said, 

adding, however, that preserving 

the citizens’ right to free speech 
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and opinion, as well as respect 

for member states’ specific legal 

systems are priorities.

On the sidelines of the meeting, Varga 

met Dutch Justice Minister Ferdinand 

Grapperhaus to discuss victim support. 

Varga noted that Hungary introduced 

a Dutch model from January 1. In this 

approach, victims of violent crimes will 

receive help even if they do not seek out 

the victim support centres, Varga said. 

Victims can allow the centres to contact 

them through the police, she said. 

Hungary is among the top European 

countries in victim support too, she said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
SENDS 100,000 DOSES OF 
VACCINE TO CAPE VERDE

Hungary has dispatched 100,000 doses 

of the AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccine 

to Cape Verde, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said. The delivery is enough 

to inoculate 50,000 people, he said in 

a statement from the island country 

off the west coast of Africa.  Hungary 

has stocked enough vaccines for all 

Hungarians registered for the jab, 

and is ready and able to help those 

in need, Szijjártó said. The minister 

said the shipment would help Cape 

Verde, “a strategic partner of Hungary, 

to restart its economy and tourism in 

particular, its most important sector 

from Hungary’s point of view,” Szijjártó 

said. “It is important to provide real 

help to African countries to avoid new 

waves of migrants making their way to 

Europe, which would pose a security 

risk,” he said.

HUNGARY REGISTERS 17 
COVID FATALITIES, 117 
NEW INFECTIONS

Seventeen patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 117 new infections were 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Tuesday. So far 5,278,680 people have 

received a first jab, while 4,027,056 have 

been fully vaccinated. The number of 

active infections has declined to 57,746, 

while hospitals are treating 591 Covid 

patients, 63 of whom need respiratory 

assistance. There are 6,890 people in 

official quarantine, while 5,922,744 tests 

have been officially carried out. Since 

the first outbreak, 806,206 infections 

have been registered, while fatalities 

have risen to 29,883. Fully 718,577 

people have made a recovery. So far, 

most infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed by 

the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, 

Győr-Moson-Sopron and Hajdú-Bihar.

COURT RULES KARÁCSONY 
MUST ISSUE APOLOGY TO 
ORBÁN’S SON-IN-LAW

A court has ruled that Budapest Mayor 

Gergely Karácsony must issue an 

apology to István Tiborcz, Viktor Orbán’s 

son-in-law, for branding a property 

tax “the Tiborcz tax”. Besides a public 

apology, Karácsony will also have to pay 

a fine of 500,000 forints (EUR 1,400) to 

Tiborcz, according to the binding ruling. 

Tiborcz sued Karácsony after the mayor 

called a planned local property tax “the 

Tiborcz tax” during the local election 

campaign in 2018, Perfect Partner 

Communication said in a press release. 

The appeal court said Karácsony had 

exploited Tiborcz’s name in the hope of 

gaining political advantage during the 

campaign by exploiting the “public’s 

supposed negative perception” of the 

entrepreneur. The lawsuit was based 

on an earlier court ruling that Tiborcz’s 

family ties to the prime minister did not 

mean he could be treated as a public 

figure.

Karácsony said in response on 

Facebook that “the prime minister’s 

son-in-law did not manage to tell the 

truth even in a case involving his own 

name”.

“After losing at court in a first ruling, 

he has achieved a tie as a result of the 

second ruling, but we will carry on and 

now preparing to file an appeal to the 

supreme court Kuria,” he added. “And, 

by the way, István Tiborcz is a public 

figure even according to the second 

ruling,” he said.

MALTESE CHARITY 
COUNCLUDES 
PROGRAMME PROMOTING 
ETHNIC HUNGARIAN 
COMMUNITIES

“Every Hungarian counts, whether rich 

or poor... whether living in or outside 

pre-WWI borders,” State Secretary 

Bence Rétvári said addressing a 

conference concluding a programme 

aimed at helping disadvantaged 

Hungarian communities in 

neighbouring countries. The 
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programme was implemented by 

the Hungarian Maltese Charity, using 

European Union funds of over 911 

million forints (EUR 2.6m). In his address 

at the conference, Rétvári said that the 

scheme had been aimed at “helping 

those granted less assistance from 

life”, living in extremely disadvantaged 

circumstances. Concerning details, he 

said that the programme’s experts 

had been placed in slums and poor 

Roma neighbourhoods, they built 

confidence with residents and offered 

assistance tailored to individuals’ 

needs. Through the programme, 

participants were provided 

“marketable skills, accommodation, 

and stable employment”. Ethnic 

Hungarians “could feel that although 

they may live under the authority of 

another state, helping hands reach out 

to them”. 

Citing Eurostat figures, Rétvári said 

that deep poverty among juvenile 

Hungarians had been reduced by two-

thirds since last year, from 23% to 7.5% 

in the 18-64 age group, and from 16% 

to 6% in the older generations.

BUDGET DEFICIT HUF 
1,312.6 BN IN MAY 

Hungary’s cash-f low budget 

deficit, excluding local councils, 

was 1,312.6 billion forints at the 

end of May, the Finance Ministry 

said. In May alone, the budget 

shortfall was 269 billion forints. 

Higher spending was largely 

connected to measures to re-start 

the economy, the ministry said, 

commenting on the preliminary 

release of data. The central budget 

deficit was 1,171 billion forints at 

the end of May. Social insurance 

funds were 155 billion forints in 

the red, while the separate state 

funds had a surplus of 13.4 billion. 

The ministry noted that lawmakers 

recently approved amendments 

to the 2021 budget with a deficit 

target of 7.5% of GDP, based on 

European Union accounting 

methodology. The public debt-

to-GDP ratio is targeted at 79.9% 

in 2021, down from 80.4% in 2020.

HUNGARY INDUSTRIAL 
OUTPUT IN APRIL UP 
58.8% YR/YR

Hungarian unadjusted industrial output 

grew by an annual 58.8% in April from 

a low base, according to a first reading 

of Central Statistical Office (KSH) data 

released on Tuesday. Working day-

adjusted output increased by 59.2%. 

KSH said output of the automotive 

segment “jumped” in April, while growth 

in computer, electronics and optical 

equipment as well as food, drink and 

tobacco production was below average. 

Month on month, output shrank by 3.2% 

based on seasonally and working day-

adjusted data. percetCommenting on 

the data, the innovation and technology 

ministry said the government’s action 

plan to relaunch the economy was at the 

root of the improvement in the industrial 

output figures. Measures to create jobs 

and boost investments will make it easier 

for companies to gain momentum after 

the crisis, state secretary for economic 

strategy László György said in a statement. 


