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A final vote on Hungary’s 2022 budget is scheduled in parliament on Tuesday. Amendment proposals submitted by Jobbik 

would alone spend three times the amount earmarked in emergency reserve, Varga said in a video message posted on 

Facebook. The LMP party’s proposals include increasing taxes as well as introducing new taxes for businesses. The new taxes, 

such as a CO2 emission tax and a proposed tax on air tickets would result in extra burdens of 200 billion forints and 10 billion 

forints, respectively, Varga said. The Párbeszéd party has again submitted a proposal “in another attempt” to introduce a 

basic income which would cost an extra 1,400 billion forints for the state, the finance minister said. Varga noted a proposal 

which he said falsely claims that the budget does not have any funding earmarked for drug prevention. “The funding has 

been included under the chapter allocating 7 billion forints for providing and improving health-care services,” he said.

The minister said the opposition’s amendment proposals, if accepted, would result in tax hikes and an accumulation of debt.

Opposition parties have submitted a total of 1,148 amendments to next year’s budget 
bill which would “upset balance” in the draft by 8,800 billion forints (EUR 25.4bn) in extra 
spending, Finance Minister Mihály Varga said on Monday.

FINMIN SLAMS OPPOSITION PROPOSALS TO BUDGET
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An exhibition on the Hungarian Order of Saint Paul opening on June 15  
in the National Museum
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GULYÁS: REFERENDUM 
ON FUDAN UNIVERSITY 
SHOULD BE HELD WHEN 
FACTS ARE KNOWN

The government backs the idea of 

consulting Budapest residents in a 

referendum on whether they want 

Fudan University to be located in the 

capital once the facts related to the 

investment are fully known, the prime 

minister’s chief of staff said.

Gergely Gulyás said in an interview to 

Mandiner that the investment was not 

at a stage suitable for public debate. 

That discussion should take place once 

the plans and financial terms are clear 

in around 18 months’ time, he added. 

Responding the opposition’s claim 

that Fudan University was proof of the 

government’s commitment to the East in 

preference to the West, Gulyás said that 

as a NATO and EU member Hungary need 

not make declarations of allegiance to 

the West. Hungary is part of the Western 

system of alliances, but it also seeks good 

relations with the world’s major powers, 

including China and Russia, he said.

Commenting on the opposition 

primaries, Gulyás insisted that the 

leader of the leftist Democratic 

Coalition, Ferenc Gyurcsány “and his 

people”, were busy in the background 

striking deals on prime ministerial 

candidates and other positions. “It 

is likely” that should the opposition 

prevail, Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony would become prime 

minister and DK candidate Klára 

Dobrev his deputy, he said.

VISEGRAD COUNTRIES 
DISCUSS BIODIVERSITY

It is highly important that Poland, 

holding the rotating presidency of 

the Visegrad Group, should proactively 

promote the implementation of the 

European Union’s Biodiversity Strategy, 

deputy state secretary Bertalan Balczó 

said after an online meeting of the 

ministers of environment of the V4 

countries, Romania and Bulgaria 

on Monday. Hungary, the next V4 

president, intends to carry on the 

work done by Poland for protecting 

biodiversity, a common interest, a 

Ministry of Agriculture statement cited 

him as saying. Balczó, who is in charge 

of nature conservation at the ministry, 

said that the EU goals related to 

protected areas may boost the survival 

of European animal species and plant 

varieties as well as their habitats. Balczó 

said Hungary is drafting a national 

biodiversity strategy up to 2030. If 

all goes to plan, the strategy will be 

approved late this year.

HUNGARY RECORDS 12 
COVID FATALITIES, 81 NEW 
INFECTIONS

Twelve patients, generally elderly with 

co-morbidities, died over the past 24 

hours, while 81 new infections were 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Monday. So far 5,261,781 people have 

received a first jab, while 3,994,595 have 

been fully vaccinated. The number of 

active infections has declined to 58,969, 

while hospitals are treating 599 Covid 

patients, 67 of whom need respiratory 

assistance. There are 7,066 people in 

official quarantine, while 5,916,866 tests 

have been officially carried out. Since 

the first outbreak, 806,089 infections 

have been registered, while fatalities 

have risen to 29,866. Fully 717,254 

people have made a recovery. So far, 

most infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed by 

the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, 

Győr-Moson-Sopron and Hajdú-Bihar.

SLOVAKIA TO HONOUR 
HUNGARIAN IMMUNITY 
CERTIFICATES

Slovakia will honour Hungarian 

Covid-19 immunity certificates and 

recognise the Russian and Chinese 

vaccines, Slovak news agency TASR 

said on Monday, citing a government 

official. Foreign Minister Ivan Korčok 

said foreigners inoculated with Russian 

and Chinese vaccines will be allowed 

into the country. Slovakia has already 

approved Sputnik V for use in the 

country, he added. Slovakia has so far 

vaccinated some 1,800,000 of its 5.5 

million inhabitants, and 952,000 have 

already been fully inoculated.

BOX OFFICE SALES  
IN HUNGARY PLUNGE 
OVER 70% IN 2020

Hungarian cinemas’ ticket sales 

dropped by 72% to 4.3 million last 

year as pandemic restrictions weighed, 

data compiled by the Central Statistical 
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Office (KSH) show. Almost 2.2 million of 

total ticket sales were at cinemas in the 

capital. Box office revenue declined by 

71% to 6.4 billion forints (EUR 18.5m). 

Cinemas showed 208 new films last 

year, 130 fewer than in 2019 due to the 

pandemic, and the lowest number 

since 2014, KSH said. Hollywood films 

were the most popular in Hungary 

last year. Bad Boys for Life, the third 

instalment in the Bad Boys franchise, 

drew the most cinema-goers, taking 

in 337,100 box office receipts. Runner-

up was Guy Ritchie’s action comedy 

The Gentlemen, which drew 206,600 

to screenings. Christopher Nolan’s 

Sci-Fi action thriller Tenet was in third 

place, selling 183,500 tickets. The most 

popular Hungarian film in cinemas last 

year was Pesti balhé (Budapest Heist), 

with 71,600 ticket sales.

DK CALLS FOR STRATEGIC 
AGREEMENTS WITH SMES

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK), if it enters government next year, 

plans to sign strategic cooperation 

agreements with SMEs instead of 

multinationals, the party’s prime 

ministerial candidate said on Monday. 

Klára Dobrev told an online press 

conference that during her European 

Parliamentary election campaign 

she was arguing for a European tax 

on multinationals and the European 

Commission’s work schedule for 

this year now includes submitting a 

proposal on such a tax to the EP before 

the end of the year. She said that last 

weekend’s agreement by G7 finance 

ministers on promoting a global 

reform of corporate taxation and 

setting a 15% target on corporate tax 

was a historic achievement. It will also 

apply to multinationals that have so far 

managed to use loopholes to evade 

paying tax, she said. “It is unacceptable 

that SMEs in central Europe, including 

in Hungary, carry more burdens than 

multinationals,” she added. She said 

multinationals in Hungary hardly 

paid any taxes and she accused the 

Orbán government of “trying to 

please them with all types of strategic 

partnerships and by introducing a slave 

law” enabling employers to demand 

overtime work.

TRIANON MEMORIAL 
INAUGURATED IN LOS 
ANGELES MARKING DAY 
OF NATIONAL COHESION

Hungarians belong together, no matter 

where they are in the world, Péter 

Szilágyi, the ministerial commissioner 

responsible for Hungarian communities 

abroad, said at the inauguration of a 

memorial to the Trianon Peace Treaty 

in Los Angeles. Szilágyi told the event 

organised by the San Fernando Valley 

Hungarian Reformed Church to mark 

Hungary’s Day of National Cohesion 

on Sunday local time that “we must 

be thankful to past generations 

facing many challenges that we are 

still here, 101 years after Trianon”. 

National cohesion could not exist 

without the activities of diaspora 

communities, he said and thanked 

the San Fernando Valley Hungarian 

Reformed Church for “passing on our 

Hungarian language and cultural values 

to young generations in a foreign 

environment”. The Trianon memorial 

inaugurated at the event is the work of 

Hunor Pál, a wood carver from Târgu 

Mureș (Marosvásárhely).

SZIJJÁRTÓ: NEW 
INVESTMENTS MARK 
SUCCESSFUL RESTART  
OF ECONOMY

South Korean-owned Hanon Systems 

Hungary is investing 18 billion forints 

(EUR 52.0m) into expanding capacity 

at its plant manufacturing climate 

systems for electric cars, Péter 

Szijjártó, the minister for foreign 

affairs and trade, said on Monday. 

The government is supporting the 

investment with a 4.6 billion forint 

grant, he added. The investment will 

create 40 jobs, pushing the number 

of Hanon employees in Hungary over 

2,000, Szijjártó said.

The foreign ministry had the 

opportunity to announce three 

investments with a total value of 96 

billion forints on Monday alone, a 

sign of the successful relaunch of the 

economy, Szijjártó said. He called South 

Korean companies important investors 

and good partners in developing 

technology. Bilateral trade volume 

has jumped by 28% last year, followed 

by a 25% growth in the first quarter of 

2021. Meanwhile, South Korea is among 

the five largest investors in Hungary, 

he said. Besides Hungary’s successful 

inoculation campaign and its economic 
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policy focusing on job creation, the 

relaunch of the Hungarian economy 

has also been successful thanks to the 

country’s strengthened ties with the Far 

East, which is increasing its influence in 

the world economy, he said.

CONTINENTAL INVESTS 
HUF 4.2 BN IN CAPACITY 
EXPANSION

Car parts supplier Continental 

Automotive Hungary will invest 4.2 

billion forints (EUR 12.1m) to expand 

capacity at its R&D centres in Budapest 

and Veszprém, in western Hungary, 

Péter Szijjártó, the minister of foreign 

affairs and trade, said on Monday. 

The government is supporting the 

investment, which will preserve hundreds 

of jobs and create 70 new, high value-

added ones, with a 1 billion forint grant, 

Szijjártó said. Continental’s investment 

concerns artificial intelligence and 

software development, including that 

of sensor systems, the minister said. The 

investment will be of key importance in 

a “revolutionary era” of the auto industry 

that will see increased reliance on AI and 

software development, he said.

SISECAM TO BUILD HUF 
73 BN GLASS PACKAGING 
PLANT IN SW HUNGARY

Turkish glass company Sisecam is 

investing 73 billion forints (EUR 211.0m) 

to build a glass packaging plant in 

Kaposvár, in south-western Hungary, 

the minister of foreign affairs and trade 

said on Monday. The investment will 

create 330 jobs, Péter Szijjártó told 

a press conference, adding that the 

government is supporting the project 

with a 12.5 billion forint non-refundable 

grant. The plant, which will be Sisecam’s 

first glass packaging factory in Europe, 

will have the capacity to produce 

330,000 tonnes of glass packaging 

material a year, Szijjártó said, adding that 

the investment would also help boost 

Hungary’s glass industry. Szijjártó said 

Sisecam’s investment was the latest to 

vindicate the Hungarian government’s 

policy of opening up to the East, in 

which he said Turkey was a key player. 

The Sisecam Group is the world’s second 

largest manufacturer of glass products. It 

has 43 plants in 14 countries and exports 

its products to 150 countries.

TUNGSRAM PARTNERS 
WITH HUNGARIAN AG UNI

Hungary’s Tungsram and the 

Hungarian University of Agriculture 

and Life Sciences will set up a joint 

research institute and an off-campus 

faculty at the lighting company’s 

base in Budapest, the partners 

said after signing a cooperation 

agreement on Monday. The partners 

aim to study sources of artificial 

light that can be used for vertical 

farms, in greenhouses and for 

growing sprout fodder. Tungsram 

inaugurated a 575 million forint (EUR 

1.7m) commercial-scale vertical farm 

at its Budapest HQ in May. Csaba 

Gyuricza, the university’s rector, said 

it is in the school’s and Tungsram’s 

shared interest to use the study of 

techniques that could become the 

farming of the future not only in 

academic research but in education, 

too. Tungsram chairman-CEO Jörg 

Bauer said the agreement signed 

with the university is a “milestone” 

in the cooperation between higher 

education and the private sector.


