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Speaking at the inauguration ceremony of the new Commander of the Hungarian Armed Forces in Parliament over the 

weekend, the prime minister said: “If there’s trouble, then we’re the ones who have to defend the homeland.” The new 

commander, Major General Romulusz Ruszin-Szendi, has been tasked with integrating the army into Hungarian society, 

“winning over tens of thousands of young people” and training them to defend the homeland and respect military ideals, 

he said. Hungary’s political leadership “made a serious mistake” before 2010 by abolishing conscription to military service 

without building up a modern and competent army first. “Luckily we weren’t forced to defend the homeland in an armed 

conflict during that time,” he said. The absence of a strong army, Orbán added, had been “unworthy” of Hungary’s centuries-

long military traditions and international obligations. The government that came to power in 2010 inherited a weak country 

and a weak military “and all it could put its faith in was its NATO membership,” he said.

Hungary’s task is to develop a strong and modern army that is capable of deterring 
anyone from attacking the country, Viktor Orbán has said.
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ORBÁN: HUNGARIAN 
SOLDIERS HAVE PROVEN 
THEMSELVES 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said 

Hungary’s troops had proven over 

the course of a series of international 

exercises and missions “that they are just 

as good, if not better, than their foreign 

peers, earning their right to serve their 

homeland.” The government in 2010 

had to fix the country’s finances before 

it could proceed with developing the 

military, he said. After successfully 

strengthening the country’s economic 

and family policies, the government 

needed stability, predictability and 

money to develop a competent army 

and military industry, he said, praising 

Defence Minister Tibor Benkő for his 

efforts “in getting Hungary this far” and 

Ferenc Korom, the former commander of 

the armed forces, for his role in “guiding 

the army from a state of hopelessness 

to one of hopefulness”. Hungary’s allies 

won’t defend the country in its stead, 

“only together with us”, he warned. The 

prime minister also thanked Hungary’s 

soldiers for their contribution to the 

country’s pandemic defence efforts.

RUSZIN-SZENDI 
INAUGURATED AS 
COMMANDER OF THE 
HUNGARIAN ARMED 
FORCES

Major General Romulusz Ruszin-Szendi 

was inaugurated as Commander 

of the Hungarian Armed Forces 

in Parliament on Saturday. Ruszin-

Szendi’s mandate is from June 3, 

until May 31, 2026, according to a 

resolution issued by President János 

Áder. At the inauguration ceremony, 

Ferenc Korom, the former commander, 

handed over the flag of the Command 

of the Hungarian Armed Forces to his 

successor.

Addressing the ceremony, Defence 

Minister Tibor Benkő praised Korom’s 

accomplishments, including the 

establishment of the headquarters of 

the Central European multinational 

division based in Székesfehérvár 

and the Regional Special Operations 

Component Command (R-SOCC) in 

Szolnok, in central Hungary, as well 

as the management of the military’s 

contributions to the country’s 

pandemic defence efforts.

Turning to the new commander, 

Benkő said Ruszin-Szendi would have 

to take over ongoing tasks and take on 

new ones. These, he noted, included 

the procurement of new equipment 

and staff-related duties such as the 

continued development of the military 

career model and streamlining the 

system of volunteer reservists. The 

minister said Ruszin-Szendi would only 

succeed in his role if he were “strict, 

demanding, consistent, humane and a 

role model”. Benkő nominated Ruszin-

Szendi for the post of commander of 

the armed forces earlier this week after 

President János Áder relieved Korom 

of his duties.

In a hearing before parliament’s 

defence and law enforcement 

committee on Tuesday, Ruszin-Szendi 

said his most important task was to 

continue developing the Hungarian 

army as a leading force in the region. 

Saturday’s ceremony was also attended 

by President János Áder, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán, Speaker of Parliament 

László Kövér, Lajos Kósa, the head 

of parliament’s defence and law 

enforcement committee, and senior 

defence ministry officials, among 

others.

KARÁCSONY: FIGHT 
AGAINST FUDAN U 
CAMPUS ‘FIRST STEP IN 
RECLAMING HUNGARY’

“The Fudan University affair is our first 

step in reclaiming Hungary from those 

in power,” Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony said at a demonstration 

against the establishment of a local 

campus of China’s Fudan University 

in front of Parliament on Saturday. 

Karácsony, who is running in the 

opposition’s prime ministerial primary, 

vowed to block the establishment of 

the Fudan University campus and to 

take action on any issue in which the 

government “favours the privileged 1% 

over the 99%”. “The biggest problem 

in Hungary today are those in power 

who don’t have any moral foresight,” 

the mayor said. “The Fudan affair is 

[ruling] Fidesz’s final and complete 

moral suicide,” he said. “Every word 

of theirs is a lie” and that “nothing is 

sacred to them”.

Karácsony said the issue around the 

Fudan University campus was about 

deciding whether “those who see 
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politics as power rather than service 

should be allowed to rule Hungary”. 

“Can the country have a government 

that only values power?” “The Fudan 

issue is about whether this small 

country of 10 million can finally decide 

its own fate, about whether we will 

really be a free nation,” Karácsony 

said. The issue around the university 

made it “crystal clear that when this 

government talks about national 

sovereignty, it’s actually talking about 

its own sovereignty and its free rein to 

steal,” he insisted. 

The mayor also criticised the 

government for refusing to take out 

a loan offered as part of the European 

Union’s post-pandemic recovery 

package, saying that they did not 

want to go into debt. “But they’ll go 

into debt whenever they have to … for 

Russian or Chinese interests,” he added.

Karácsony emphasised that the 

demonstration was not against China 

or the Chinese people, “although we 

are a world apart when it comes to 

human rights and democracy”. “But 

we have our own problem with 

dictators,” he added. The mayor 

said the demonstration had been 

organised in favour of the student 

quarter that was planned to be built in 

the same area as the Fudan University 

campus and against building a 

Chinese university from taxpayer 

money. Karácsony urged the public 

to participate in a consultation on 

the Fudan University project and the 

opposition’s primary election, and to 

support the eventual nominees in the 

2022 general election.

The protesters gathered between 

Kodály Körönd and Heroes’ Square 

before making their way to Kossuth 

Square. The middle of the square 

was occupied by those with Covid-19 

immunity certificates, while those 

without were cordoned off on 

the side of the square. Several 

opposition politicians also joined the 

demonstration.

GOVT OFFICIAL: PROTEST 
AGAINST CHINA’S FUDAN 
U ‘POLITICAL SCARE-
MONGERING’

A government official has dismissed 

a demonstration organised against 

the establishment of the Budapest 

campus of China’s Fudan University 

on Saturday as “political scare-

mongering”, arguing that the 

organisers were protesting on the 

basis of “unfounded rumours and 

press reports”. Tamás Schanda, a 

state secretary at the innovation 

and technology ministry, told a 

press conference that protests 

against the university campus were 

“pointless” at this stage, noting 

that the project was still in the 

planning phase. No decision has 

been made on either the finances 

or the project’s implementation, 

Schanda said, adding that those 

steps were not expected until the 

second half of 2022, when the plans 

for the campus were completed. He 

said that if Budapest’s municipal and 

9th district leadership were willing to 

work “instead of clowning around”, 

they should contribute to the talks 

on the project. “Otherwise it’ll be 

their responsibility if the site of this 

major urban development project 

turns into a rust graveyard, landfill 

or a large bee pasture,” he said.

“If one applies some common 

sense, it’s clear that the student 

quarter planned to be built in the 

area and the university complement 

each other well,” he said, adding 

that Fudan University was one of 

the world’s top institutions with 

outstanding research achievements, 

more than 4,500 instructors and 

some 30,000 students. He noted that 

the university was eyeing Budapest 

as the city in which it intends to set 

up its first campus outside China. 

The government wants Hungarian 

young people to be the “winners 

of the future”, he said, adding that 

the university campus together with 

the student quarter would make 

that area of Budapest’s 9th district 

a liveable and attractive part of the 

city.

GULYÁS: LOCAL 
ASSEMBLIES ALLOWED TO 
RECONVENE FROM JUNE 
15

Local assemblies will be allowed to 

reconvene and meet as they had 

prior to the introduction of the 

special legal order in connection 

with the coronavirus pandemic, 

the prime minister’s chief of staff 

has said. Under a decision issued by 

the government’s working group 
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in charge of the special legal order, 

the emergency powers of mayors 

granting them the authority to 

perform the functions of local 

assemblies will expire on June 15, 

Gergely Gulyás told MTI. The prime 

minister on Saturday will sign an 

amendment to the legislation 

governing the powers of local 

assemblies, which will be published 

in the official gazette Magyar Közlöny 

over the weekend, he added. “With 

the return to normality, we consider 

it important to ensure that local 

councils are allowed to resume their 

normal operations,” Gulyás said.

CYPRUS TO RECOGNISE 
HUNGARY COVID 
IMMUNITY CERTIFICATES

Hungary has reached agreement 

with Cyprus on the mutual 

recognition of each other’s Covid-19 

immunity certificates. Under the 

agreement, Hungarians who have 

been vaccinated against Covid-19 

will no longer be required to stay 

in isolation in Cyprus or present 

negative tests when travelling there 

from next week, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó told public media. 

Inoculated Hungarian citizens will 

be allowed to enter Cyprus without 

restrictions irrespective of which 

vaccine they received, the minister 

said. Hungary is in talks with many 

countries on the mutual recognition 

of immunity certificates, he noted. 

Though many people are planning 

trips abroad during the summer, 

“travelling is fairly complicated right 

now” as many countries still have 

restrictions in place, Szijjártó said.

MINISTRIES REPORT 
ON ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROJECTS ON WORLD 
ENVIRONMENT DAY

The government treats the 

protection of the natural 

environment as a priority and 

Hungary has been able to make 

significant progress in achieving 

its environmental goals, Minister 

of Agriculture István Nagy said in a 

statement on the occasion of World 

Environment Day on Saturday. 

Environmental protection measures 

introduced by the government in 

recent years have helped improve 

air quality, repair environmental 

damage, tackle the problem of the 

polytunnel plastic waste, clean up 

waste in state-owned forests and 

have supported environmental 

education, the minister said. Nagy 

said the government will spend 

280 million forints (EUR 808,000) 

to build a system for collecting the 

10,000 tonnes of polytunnel plastic 

waste generated annually by farmers, 

adding that plans include setting up 

plants across the country to recycle 

the waste using a Hungarian patent 

to make plastic crates, buckets, 

seedling trays and other products. 

In the “Let’s clean up the country” 

project, state-owned forestries 

collected 6,000 cubic metres of 

communal waste from forests in 

recent months, the minister said. 

Meanwhile, national park directorates 

collected a total of 5,258 cubic 

metres of waste along popular tourist 

paths and in nature conservation 

areas last year, he added.

The project was announced in July 

last year as part of the Climate and 

Nature Protection Action Plan, with the 

aim to eliminate illegal rubbish dumps, 

state secretary of the Innovation and 

Technology Ministry Tamás Schanda 

said on his Facebook page. Schanda 

said the smartphone application the 

public can use to report illegal dumps 

has been downloaded by almost 

17,000 people and the number of 

reports received has already reached 

17,000. Between July 2020 and May 

2021, more than 27,000 tonnes of waste 

was cleared as part of the project, he 

added.

TEACHERS’ DAY - 
SOCIALISTS, LMP PLEDGE 
TO RAISE TEACHERS’ 
WAGES AFTER ELECTIONS

The opposition Socialist and LMP 

parties have pledged to increase 

wages and link teachers’ salaries to 

the minimum wage in the event 

of a change of government. In a 

statement issued on the occasion 

of Teachers’ Day, Socialist co-leader 

Ágnes Kunhalmi said everybody 

should be grateful to teachers and 

kindergarten staff who “teach, educate 

and love children with unwavering 

enthusiasm despite challenging and 

often undignified circumstances.”  
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During the pandemic, teachers had 

to master digital education almost 

overnight last year and “were able to 

cope with the unexpected situation in 

system that is very far from modern or 

supportive,” she added. The Socialist 

Party, she noted, had made a vow in 

its primary election manifesto to link 

teachers’ salaries to the minimum 

wage and introduce free teacher 

training tuition after 2022.

In a statement, the green LMP party 

said teachers faced huge difficulties 

not only due to low salaries but also 

to a lack of teaching aids and a stifling 

curriculum.  “This wonderful profession 

today is synonymous with an 

overabundance of administrative work, 

unpaid overtime and ideologically 

driven textbooks,” LMP’S co-leader, 

Máté Kanász-Nagy, said.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán wrote a letter of thanks to 

Hungarian teachers for the work 

they have done over the past year, 

the Prime Minister’s press chief said 

on Sunday. Orbán praised teachers 

for their “exemplary work” carried 

out in the face of the coronavirus 

pandemic, adding that teachers had 

adapted swiftly and effectively to the 

new circumstances, including online 

learning.

HUNGARY RECORDS 12 
FATALITIES, 137 NEW 
INFECTIONS

Twelve patients, generally elderly with 

co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 137 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Sunday. So far 5,260,418 

people have received a first jab, while 

3,989,525 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections has 

declined to 59,991, while hospitals 

are treating 602 Covid patients, 68 of 

whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 7,093 people in official 

quarantine, while 5,910,248 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 806,008 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 29,854. Fully 716,163 people 

have made a recovery.

POTÁPI MARKS DAY OF 
NATIONAL COHESION IN 
SLOVAKIA

János Árpád Potápi, the state 

secretary for Hungarian communities 

abroad at the Prime Minister’s 

Office, marked Hungary’s Day of 

National Cohesion in Éberhard, 

in Slovakia, on Sunday, and in a 

speech he noted the consequences 

of the Trianon peace treaty. Potápi 

said that although Trianon to this 

day affected the togetherness of 

Hungarians, circumstances had 

changed in the Carpathian Basin and 

the peoples of the region were able 

to work together for their futures. 

“We Hungarians have an interest in 

finding the things that connect us 

to the rest of the peoples of central 

Europe ... because this is the only way 

to ensure our common success in the 

future and respond to the challenges 

of the 21st century,” he said. 

TEN HUNGARIAN 
UNIVERSITIES INCLUDED 
IN GLOBAL RANKINGS

Ten Hungarian universities are 

listed this year in ShanghaiRanking 

Consultancy’s Global Ranking of 

Academic Subjects (GRAS), which 

grades almost 2,000 institutions 

from 93 countries, the Innovation 

and Technology Ministry said. More 

resources, better infrastructure 

and higher requirements lead 

to improved quality in higher 

education, minister László Palkovics 

said in a statement. The government 

is working to make the entire 

system of higher education and 

all its actors interested in the most 

successful operation, which will be 

recognised both domestically and 

internationally, the ministry said.

Like last year, Eötvös Loránd 

University was again ranked among the 

best in the world in six fields, with its 

physics programme rated the highest 

(101-150.). The medical Semmelweis 

University finished in 151-200th 

place with its dentistry programme 

and 201-300th in clinical medicine. 

The Universities of Pécs and Szeged 

achieved similarly outstanding rankings 

(301-400th) in clinical medicine. In 

veterinary sciences, the University of 

Veterinary Medicine and the Hungarian 

University of Agricultural and Life 

Sciences are also ranked 201-300th. 

The Budapest University of Technology 

and Economics finished 201-300th in 

mechanical engineering and Corvinus 
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University was ranked 301-400th in 

economics.

With the change of the university 

model almost 70% of students, or 

more than 180,000 young people, will 

begin their higher education studies 

in September within a more flexible 

framework, at institutions maintained 

by foundations, the ministry said.

NIGHT OF ARTEFACTS 
FESTIVAL TO OFFER 100 
CULTURAL PROGRAMMES

The life of 16th-century dervish Gül 

Baba, Roman archaeological finds 

in Europe’s largest stone archives 

and the fan of famed 19th-century 

Hungarian actress-singer Lujza Blaha 

will be among the new highlights of 

this year’s Night of Artefacts on June 

17-19, the organisers have said. The 

three-day summer arts festival offers 

100 programmes in 50 museums, 

galleries, art studios, cultural centres 

and artist’s workshops in Budapest. 

The schedule includes meet-the-

artist guided studio tours, thematic 

walks and workshops in addition 

to presentations by professionals 

at museum exhibitions, roundtable 

discussions and film screenings.

“We strongly believe that art is not 

only confined to the places behind the 

doors of a museum, but also surrounds 

us in our everyday lives and can be 

found even in the most unexpected 

places,” Szilvia Kollmann, the festival’s 

director, said. 

Among the new venues is the 

recently refurbished Gül Baba 

cultural centre which will offer 

insight into the life and work of the 

16th-century poet and soldier who 

had been sent to Buda in 1541 by 

Sultan Suleiman to set up a Bektashi 

monastery. Another venue to join this 

year’s event is the BTM Aquincum 

Museum and Archaeological Park 

which will introduce to visitors 

archaeological excavations, as well 

as the treasures of one of Europe’s 

largest stone archives and the 

everyday life of the Romans.

The National Museum will present 

its top ten most precious artefacts 

including the coronation mantel of 

St Stephen, Hungary’s founding king, 

a clavichord played by Mozart and 

a statue of Josef Stalin. The Kiscelli 

Museum will tell visitors the story of 

the fan of famed Hungarian actress-

singer Lujza Blaha, who appeared in 

Hungary’s first ever film, The Dance, in 

1901. For those who want to participate 

in making art, the Herend Porcelain 

Palace will offer the opportunity to 

try out porcelain rose moulding and 

porcelain painting. The Yunus Emre 

Turkish Cultural Institute will show 

visitors how to make smaller felt 

objects.

FÜRJES BECOMES MEMBER 
OF FINA GOVERNING BODY

State secretary for international 

sports events Balázs Fürjes has 

been invited to join the governing 

body of the international federation 

of water sports (FINA). According 

to Saturday’s newsletter of the 

Hungarian Swimming Association 

(MÚSZ), a decision was taken at FINA’s 

General Congress in Doha to invite 

Fürjes.

GOVT HAS SUBSIDISED 
PURCHASES OF ALMOST 
4,000 E-BIKES SO FAR

The government is calling the seventh 

round of a 1 billion forint (EUR 286m) 

tender for subsidies to buy bicycles 

with auxiliary electric motors on 

Monday, state secretary of the 

Innovation and Technology Ministry 

Tamás Schanda said. In a statement, 

Schanda said the government had 

so far subsidised purchases of almost 

4,000 e-bikes at a cost of 420 million 

forints as part of the Climate and 

Environmental Protection Action 

Plan. The subsidies can cover half of 

the purchase cost: up to 90,000 forints 

for e-bikes with cadence sensors and 

up to 150,000 forints for e-bikes with 

torque sensors.


