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Hungary will now transition from mass vaccinations to standby vaccinations, leaving a few vaccination points open for those 

who want to get the jab, Orbán said in an interview to public broadcaster Kossuth Rádió. He said it would not make sense 

to maintain the current vaccination system given the strain it puts on doctors and hospitals. Orbán said Hungary would 

have an even greater surplus of vaccines as the year went on, noting that the country will have more than 16.6 million doses 

of Western vaccines alone by the end of the year. Hungary has vaccine security, he said, adding that the authorities could 

easily administer two more doses to everyone in the event of another wave of the virus or if it turned out that the jabs that 

have already been administered did not provide immunity for a year or nine months. “The success of the vaccination drive 

has bought us time, saved us money and brought us freedom,” Orbán said. He urged the 2.5 million people who have not 

yet registered to get inoculated to do so as soon as possible.

Hungary is the only European Union member state that is not struggling with a 
shortage of Covid-19 vaccines, but rather has more jabs available than people 
registering to get inoculated, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has said.

orBÁn: HunGarY ‘onLY in eu WitH enouGH JaBs’
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Szekler Gate inaugurated at Budakeszi Game Park on National Cohesion Day
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orBÁn: VaCCinations 
noW a Matter 
of inDiViDuaL 
resPonsiBiLitY

Whereas up until now it had been 

the state’s responsibility to make sure 

that the country’s Covid-19 vaccination 

drive succeeded, now it would be up 

to the people, Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán said in an interview to public 

broadcaster Kossuth Radio. “It’s up to 

the people now to decide whether or 

not they want to get vaccinated, but 

we can’t take responsibility for the 

consequences,” he said, adding that 

anyone who gets sick will be treated.

Concerning the vaccination of 

children, Orbán said he did not expect 

the scientific community to reach a 

consensus on the question before 

the end of the summer. Only then will 

the government be able to decide 

whether it will start a vaccination 

drive for children or stick to the current 

system of letting parents decide 

whether or not they want their child 

to be inoculated, he said. The prime 

minister added that it made sense to 

uphold the rule of allowing parents 

with immunity certificates to take their 

children with them anywhere until the 

end of the summer.

Commenting on the recognition 

of Hungarian immunity certificates 

abroad, he said Hungary would 

continue signing bilateral agreements 

with countries because it is yet 

uncertain whether the European Union 

certificate, planned to be launched 

on July 1, will work or not. Orbán said 

he supported the introduction of 

a common EU certificate but it was 

important to provide a solution for free 

travel even before the EU certificate 

enters force. The information on 

the digital version of the Hungarian 

certificate will be expanded by June 

15 to include details such as the type of 

vaccination and the date of the second 

shot, in order to bring it in line with EU 

certificates, he said.

On the subject of a bill against 

paedophiles before parliament, Orbán 

said strict regulations were necessary 

but it must be handled with due 

consideration in order to avoid any 

unwanted consequences in the future. 

“It must be made clear that we do not 

want our children to be subjected to 

any sexual influence ... and we want to 

punish those that violate this rule and 

cross the line,” he added.

orBÁn: HunGarian 
nation Has surViVeD

The Hungarian nation has survived 

and “even those that have been torn 

away from us in body always stayed 

with us in spirit,” Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán said on Friday, marking National 

Cohesion Day. Orbán told public 

broadcaster Kossuth Rádió that only 

one nation existed and it spread far 

beyond the country’s borders. “After 

all, preserving this spiritual community 

has been successful, despite a difficult 

past hundred years,” he added. He said 

the notion of national cohesion was 

currently stronger than at any point 

in the past decades. Orbán said that 

even Hungary’s neighbours, despite 

some disputes with them concerning 

the rights of ethnic Hungarians living 

there, respected the strength and 

success of Hungarians. “We have 

improved neighbourly relations since 

we managed to become stronger,” he 

said. Hungary has better relations with 

an increasing number of its neighbours 

than before because “we are not 

making enemies but friends,” Orbán 

added. In the current complicated 

international system Hungary is not 

making efforts to line up to any one 

large power but “to go our own way”, 

the prime minister said.

JustiCe Minister: 
euroPean Left’s 
‘PoLitiCaL GaMes’ 
raise issues of LeGaL 
CertaintY

Thursday’s dismissal by the Court of 

Justice of the European Union (CJEU) 

of Hungary’s action against a European 

Parliament resolution triggering an 

Article 7 procedure is controversial in 

many ways and the recent “political 

games” of the European left in Brussels 

raise issues of legal certainty, the justice 

minister told daily Magyar Nemzet. The 

EP approved a resolution based on a 

critical report on Hungary by MEP 

Judith Sargentini in the autumn of 

2018. The two-thirds majority support 

required for approving the resolution 

and activating an Article 7 procedure 

was achieved because abstentions 

were not taken into consideration 
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when the votes were counted. The 

Hungarian government launched an 

action against this at the CJEU, citing 

an irregularity in the procedural 

rules when counting the votes. Judit 

Varga told the paper in an interview 

published on Friday that the EP now 

considering a procedure against the 

European Commission because it 

failed to apply rule of law regulations 

contested by Hungary and Poland 

reflected a “typical Brussels power 

feud”.

“The question is who’s in charge: 

the member states or the European 

Parliament? The answer is obvious: the 

European Parliament did not even play 

a role in the political agreement made 

in December because the treaties do 

not give the EP such legitimacy,” she 

said. “Still, the left-liberal MEPs now 

threaten the commission, which did 

have a role in the deal.” Varga said 

the EP had requested an accelerated 

procedure from the CJEU in this latter 

case. It took nearly three years for the 

court to issue a ruling connected to 

the Sargentini report, yet MEPs now 

urge faster proceedings in the rule of 

law case which was filed less than six 

months ago, she added.

“Let’s compare the two matters 

against each other. They want an 

accelerated procedure in a case 

which is one of the most complex 

legal matters in the history of the 

European Union but we have been 

waiting for three years in a simple 

issue concerning the procedural 

rules. Where is legal certainty?” she 

said. If the EP is given more powers in 

the future, in line with the demands 

of the European left and Hungarian 

opposition MEPs, it will abuse these 

rights in a similar fashion, she added.

ruLinG Parties MarK 
nationaL CoHesion DaY

“A nation with sufficient pride and 

agility will not be stripped of its future 

either by its borders being changed 

or by way of the interests of world 

powers,” the group leader of the ruling 

Fidesz-Christian Democratic parties in 

the Budapest assembly said, marking 

the Day of National Cohesion, the 

anniversary of the Trianon peace treaty 

concluding WWI. Zsolt Láng referred 

to the 1920 treaty as “the most unfair 

international agreement in the world” 

adding that “it is crucial that we know 

our own history and gain strength from 

its tragic events”.

István Simicskó, the Christian 

Democrats’ parliamentary group 

leader, interpreted the message of 

National Cohesion Day as “no matter 

where they live, each Hungarian is 

important for the country, where 

they can always return”. “Hungary is 

our homeland, Hungarians are our 

nation and we all belong together,” 

he said. Simicskó said that the 

Hungarian nation, including its 

ethnic minorities, “have been part of 

a Christian Europe since King Saint 

Stephen” and “though torn apart, it 

preserves its values and looks into the 

future with responsibility”. Referring 

to Hungary’s constitution, he said the 

document “gives a legal framework 

to values supporting Hungarians and 

the country’s minorities”, adding that 

“re-uniting through public law” the 

nation and ethnic Hungarians in other 

countries had been “the best possible 

reaction to the trauma of Trianon”. “The 

nation embraces each of its members 

wherever they may live in the world; 

it reacts in the language of love,” he 

added.

Gergely Gulyás, the prime minister’s 

chief of staff, attended a ceremony in 

Sátoraljaújhely, a city in north-eastern 

Hungary divided by the Trianon 

border with southern Slovakia, and 

pointed to the nation’s ability to 

“build communities without respect 

to borders, which can promote the 

shared Hungarian heritage”. “We may 

be separated by borders, however, 

national ties are stronger than those 

of states,” he added. Referring to the 

Hungarian parliament’s granting 

preferential citizenship to ethnic kin, 

Gulyás said that “now one million 

Hungarian citizens [in other countries] 

can rely on Hungary’s protection and 

help”. “Citizenship has been granted 

to everybody that belongs to the 

Hungarian state,” he said, adding 

that the government was working 

to “ensure a future to cross-border 

Hungarians, too”.

oPPosition Parties 
CoMMeMorate trianon 
anniVersarY

Hungary’s opposition parties 

commemorated the 101st anniversary 

of the signing of the Trianon Peace 
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Treaty under which Hungary lost two-

thirds of its territory to neighbouring 

countries. In a statement, the Socialist 

Party said that though the signing 

of the Trianon Peace Treaty was a 

“national tragedy”, it was not enough 

to simply acknowledge this. Rather, the 

way forward for Hungary is to link the 

ideas of what it means to be Hungarian 

and European, they said. The party said 

that June 4 was not just the anniversary 

of the signing of the Trianon treaty, 

but also a day to mark the nation’s 

cohesion. They said that Hungary as a 

member of the European Union could 

do much more for ethnic Hungarians 

beyond the border than it could as an 

“outsider”.

“One hundred and one years later, 

we are the members of a bloc in which 

the borders dividing the Hungarian 

nation are either increasingly 

insignificant or are gone altogether, 

and we believe that it is in this 

community that we can achieve and 

strengthen the free use of the mother 

tongue, self-determination and the 

enforcement of minority rights,” the 

statement said.

Green LMP said the Day of National 

Cohesion was a “symbolic bridge” that 

connected all Hungarians. It said the 

anniversary of the Trianon treaty was 

a day to commemorate the past and 

look to the future. “The Carpathian 

Basin is our shared heritage,” LMP 

said in a statement. “This is where the 

strength of our national community 

is concentrated and this is where the 

connections that were lost 101 years 

ago are being rebuilt.”

The Liberal Party said that only 

a strong Europe could heal the 

wounds of Trianon. The party said in 

a statement that it was convinced that 

the interest of all Hungarians lay in a 

stronger and more unified European 

Union.

KarÁCsonY MarKs 
‘sHareD trauMa’ of 
trianon treatY

The WWI Trianon Peace Treaty 

under which two-thirds of 

Hungary’s territory was ceded 

to neighbouring countries is the 

nation’s “shared trauma”, Budapest 

Mayor Gergely Karácsony said on 

Friday, marking National Cohesion 

Day. Hungary can live up to its 

heritage by engaging in everyday 

actions aimed at strengthening 

national cohesion, the mayor said 

on Facebook. “It is beyond dispute 

that Trianon is a shared trauma,” he 

wrote. “It forever turned the lives 

of millions of Hungarians beyond 

the border upside down. Being a 

minority Hungarian is an everyday 

task and no doubt a struggle.” 

Karácsony said that while the 

struggles of ethnic Hungarians 

should be neither trivialised 

nor heroised, “the one thing we 

definitely can’t do is ignore it.” For 

decades left-wing politicians had 

called for Hungary to break out 

from under the shadow of Trianon, 

Karacsony said. “But I say that if we 

want to process the past for the 

sake of the future, then the left, 

too, must step into that shadow,” 

he added. “It begins by declaring 

that Trianon doesn’t belong to the 

right, but to all of us Hungarians.”

“We must therefore 

commemorate the trauma of 

Trianon by telling the truth about 

the injustice that it was, but not 

by seeking refuge from reality and 

the tasks of the present among 

our grievances,” the mayor wrote. 

“And we mustn’t forget for one 

moment that we are each other’s 

companions in misfortune, and not 

enemies.”

sZiJJÁrtÓ: HunGarY, 
serBia GaVe Most 
suCCessfuL resPonse to 
PanDeMiC

Hungary and Serbia have mounted 

the most successful response in 

the economy and health care to 

the coronavirus pandemic and the 

economies of both countries have 

remained strong, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said on Friday. Szijjártó 

said after a meeting of the Hungarian-

Serbian economic mixed committee 

in Belgrade that neither Serbia, nor 

Hungary “viewed the issue of vaccines 

as an ideological or geopolitical issue 

but as a tool to save people’s lives”. 

Thanks to the successful vaccination 

programmes, the two countries 

recognise each other’s vaccination 

certificates since late April, allowing 

citizens free movement between the 

two countries, he said. Szijjártó said 

that while global trade had fallen by 9% 
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last year, trade between Hungary and 

Serbia increased by 3% and another 16% 

increase was reported this year.

Thanks to the successful vaccination 

programme, the economy can now 

shift in focus, he added. “Investments 

by Hungarian companies in Serbia 

are at an unprecedented high 

level and the successes of these 

companies in Serbia contribute to 

the further growth of the Hungarian 

economy,” he said. Thanks to the 

latest acquisition, OTP has become 

the second largest participant in 

Serbia’s bank sector and oil and 

gas company MOL holds a 20% 

stake in the fuels market, with 

Hungarian companies’ interest in 

Serbian investment opportunities 

staying strong, he added. He said 

the Hungarian government had 

granted 20 billion forints (EUR 57m) 

support to 16 Hungarian companies 

for carrying out investment in Serbia 

following the pandemic and an 

economic development programme 

for Vojvodina helps more than 14,000 

businesses.

He said he had agreed with his 

Serbian negotiating partner during 

the Belgrade visit to further expand 

links between the two countries and 

make crossing borders easier. A train 

service between Szeged and Subotica 

(Szabadka) will start operation next 

summer and a border crossing in 

Hercegszántó will be made suitable 

for cargo transport, he added. He 

noted that an agreement had been 

signed in St Petersburg on Thursday 

about long-term gas supplies from 

Russia and added that this would 

mean large volumes of gas deliveries 

to be received from the direction of 

Serbia starting from the end of this 

year. He reiterated the position that 

the European Union needs Serbia 

and countries in the southern part 

of central Europe to join the bloc. 

“Europe has both economic and 

security interests in receiving Serbia 

as a full member of the EU and we 

will not stop demanding that the 

EU should make sufficiently intense 

efforts for Serbia’s integration,” he 

said, adding that the Western Balkans 

migration route was crossing Serbia 

and migration must be stopped. 

Serbian Economy Minister Andjelka 

Atanacković told the press conference 

that political relations between the 

two countries were extremely good 

but there was always room for further 

improvement.

Hungary has been among Serbia’s 

ten most important trading partners 

for years and the construction of the 

Belgrade-Budapest railway line will 

further contribute to this. She said 

it was one of the most important 

infrastructure projects and added 

that projects in water management, 

transport and environmental 

protection also strengthened 

relations.

After the meeting of the economic 

mixed committee, Szijjártó and 

European Integration Minister 

Jadranka Joksimović signed a letter of 

intent to further strengthen bilateral 

relations and develop a Western 

Balkans capacity building scheme.

sZiJJÁrtÓ: tiMe to 
oPen neW eu aCCession 
CHaPters WitH serBia

The European Union and Serbia 

have a mutual interest in the latter 

joining the bloc, and the time has 

come to open a new accession 

chapter, Péter Szijjártó, the foreign 

minister, said. Meeting Prime Minister 

Brnabić and Jadranka Joksimović, 

the European integration minister, 

in Belgrade, Szijjártó said the fact 

that no accession chapter had been 

opened in the first half of 2021 

was “unacceptable”. “The Serbs 

are doing well,” he said. “European 

Union enlargement is a cornerstone 

of Hungarian foreign policy,” he 

said, referring to the importance of 

“security, peace and development in 

the Western Balkans”.

“The best and quickest way to 

achieve these aims is through 

European integration,” the minister 

added. He said that support for 

enlargement in Brussels tended to 

be rhetorical rather than pro-active. 

European interests such as staunching 

migration, economic growth and 

expanding its trading footprint would 

be served by admitting Serbia to the 

club, Szijjártó added. It is likely, he said, 

that new accession chapters would 

be opened during the Slovenian 

presidency as Slovenia was “clearly 

pro-enlargement”. The minister 

pledged Hungary’s full support to the 

Slovenian EU presidency in its bid to 

speed up Serbia’s accession process.
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HunGarY reCorDs 26 
CoViD fataLities, 269 
neW infeCtions

Twenty-six patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 269 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Friday. So far 5,238,903 

people have received a first jab, while 

3,814,194 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections went 

down to 64,648, while hospitals are 

treating 702 Covid patients, 78 of 

whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 7,393 people in official 

quarantine, while 5,884,887 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 805,571 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 29,818. Fully 711,105 people 

have made a recovery. So far, most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed by 

the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, 

Győr-Moson-Sopron and Hajdú-Bihar.

retaiL saLes reBounD 
as PanDeMiC 
restriCtions ease

Retail sales in Hungary rose by an annual 

9.9% in April, climbing for the first 

time since last summer as pandemic 

restrictions were eased, data released 

by the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

show. Non-essential shops re-opened 

early in April after Hungary inoculated 

one-quarter of its population against 

the coronavirus. Adjusted for calendar 

year effects, retail sales rose by 10.6%. 

Food sales increased by 3.3%, non-

food sales jumped 21.3% and vehicle 

fuel sales -- boosted by higher petrol 

prices -- climbed 19.2%.

BuDaPest to Host 
2024 euroPean fiGure 
sKatinG CHaMPionsHiPs

The European Figure Skating 

Championships will be held in 

Budapest in 2024 under a decision 

by the International Skating Union 

passed on Thursday. Lajos Kósa, the 

president of the Hungarian Skating 

Federation, hailed the announcement 

as a “magnificent opportunity”, 

adding he hoped Hungary would 

have as good results as it scored in 

the 2004 championship, also held 

in Budapest. So far, Budapest has 

hosted seven European figure skating 

championships, the first held back in 

1895.

DeBreCen eYeinG 
unesCo CitY of 
Literature titLe

The city of Debrecen, in eastern 

Hungary, will submit a bid for 

UNESCO’s City of Literature title, Mayor 

László Papp told a press conference. A 

successful bid would give the city an 

opportunity to showcase its history 

and cultural values, he said. Applicants 

have until June 30 to submit their bids, 

while UNESCO will announce the 

winner in late October.


