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“We intend to enter into a 15-year contract, with flexible pricing,” Péter Szijjártó said on the sidelines of the St Petersburg 

International Economic Forum.  The agreement would ensure long-term gas supply security, Szijjártó said, noting that the 

current deal expires at the end of September. Prices, however, are yet to be negotiated, he said. “What I can say is that the 

agreements I have brokered before with the head of Gazprom have all been fulfilled completely, so there’s no need for us 

to have any doubts this time, either.”

Construction on a gas pipeline linking the Hungary-Serbia border to Hungary’s gas pipeline network is set to be completed 

by Oct. 1, enabling the delivery of large quantities of gas to Hungary. Serbia has completed its part of the project, he said, 

adding that it was now up to energy companies to discuss the practical aspects.

Szijjártó said he had also discussed the potential acceleration of the upgrade of Hungary’s nuclear power plant in Paks 

with Rosatom CEO Alexey Likhachev, and everything was set for the next phase of construction to begin by end-Sept.

Hungary and Russia have agreed to conclude a long-term agreement on the delivery 
of natural gas from Russia to Hungary, Hungary’s foreign minister said after talks with 
Gazprom CEO Alexey Miller.

DEAL INITIALLED ON RUSSIAN GAS DELIVERY
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GULYÁS: ALL VACCINES 
DISPENSED IN HUNGARY 
SAFE

Although they show minor differences, 

all coronavirus vaccines distributed in 

Hungary are safe, and the government 

calls on all Hungarians to register and 

accept a vaccine, the prime minister’s 

chief of staff, Gergely Gulyás, told an 

online press briefing. Of the nearly 3.7 

million fully vaccinated Hungarians, 

over 8,100 have contracted Covid-19, 

and 524 of them have died, he noted.

So far, 54% of Hungarians have been 

inoculated, bringing the country to 

the cusp of herd immunity, Gulyás 

said. Including those who have 

gained immunity by recovering from 

the disease, immunity in the country 

may be as high as 65-70%, he added. 

Hungary currently has a surplus of all 

vaccines, and those registering now 

will be able to get any of the jabs 

within a short time, he said. Meanwhile, 

the third wave seems to have subsided, 

and infection numbers are nearing 

those seen last summer, he said. On 

the subject of immunity certificates, 

Gulyás said the digital version of 

the Hungarian document will meet 

all European Union regulations 

on digital Covid-19 certificates by 

June 15. The digital version of the 

Hungarian certificate, in line with EU 

regulations, will show the type of 

vaccine administered and the dates of 

the jabs, he added. He said Hungary’s 

immunity certificate currently provided 

the widest freedom in Europe because 

agreements have been made with 11 

countries about its recognition. EU 

countries are mandated to accept all 

vaccines approved by the European 

Medicines Agency (EMA), and are at 

liberty to decide to accept others, 

Gulyás said. Hungary has concluded 

agreements with several (non-EU) 

countries to accept all vaccines used 

in Hungary, including the Chinese 

Sinopharm vaccine, which has been 

approved for emergency use by the 

WHO, and Russia’s Sputnik V jab, Gulyás 

said. “Hungary expects near-total 

freedom of travel within the EU, unless 

infection rates and low inoculation 

numbers in other countries raise cause 

for concern.”

Hungary will use part of its 

surplus vaccine stock to inoculate 

Transcarpathia Hungarians, who are 

the only Hungarian community across 

the borders without access to the 

vaccine, he said.

In response to a question, Gulyás 

said immunity certificates will remain 

mandatory to enjoy certain services 

for a period depending on the level 

of coronavirus infection in Hungary. 

Commenting on a proposal that the 

improving pandemic figures could be 

the grounds to lift the state of special 

legal order during the summer, he said 

“we will maintain the state of special 

legal order only until necessary”. He 

added that the same applied to the 

mandatory use of masks and other 

protective measures, which he said 

would only stay in force until necessary. 

Gulyás said several hundred 

thousand doses of vaccines were still 

on stock. These might be needed in 

the future because a third booster 

shot might become necessary. At 

the same time, Hungary will help 

out countries where the vaccination 

rate is not as good as in Hungary, he 

added. Two million Hungarians remain 

unprotected from coronavirus as they 

have neither accepted the vaccine nor 

have recovered from the disease, he 

said. 

Commenting on the recent arrest of 

a Hungarian Islamist youth planning 

a terrorist attack, Gulyás said it was 

a good sign that the Hungarian 

authorities had intervened in the 

preparatory phase and made every 

effort to ensure everyone’s security. 

Asked about a proposal by 

Budapest’s 9th district local council 

to rename streets around the site 

of a new campus for China’s Fudan 

University, Gulyás said it was “childish, 

but at least funny” that the mayor had 

chosen “diplomatically sensitive street 

names to try to provoke China”. “If this 

is what the metropolitan council and 

the 9th district want to do to express 

their political ideas, then all I can do 

is wish them the best of luck with it,” 

he said.

As regards a potential visit to 

China by the prime minister, Gulyás 

said that although Viktor Orbán had 

an invitation to the country and an 

autumn visit was on the cards, “this has 

nothing to do with Fudan University”. 

“Fudan University’s Budapest campus 

is on the drawing board but no 

substantive decision has been made 

yet, so there’s no reason for the uproar 
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on the left,” Gulyás said. “Once the 

plans are finalised, the government 

will be able to decide whether or not 

it supports the project.”

On another subject, Gulyás noted 

that Hungary was one of five EU 

countries that has decided not to 

join the newly launched European 

public prosecutor’s office (EPPO). He 

said the reason for this was that there 

were certain areas where greater 

integration would be harmful to 

national sovereignty. Gulyás also said 

that the head of the EPPO, Laura Kövesi, 

was unfit to lead the office, arguing 

that her appointment would hurt 

the effectiveness of the organisation 

after she had “prosecuted Hungarian 

politicians in Romania based on 

trumped-up charges” and she herself 

had been prosecuted.

Asked about European 

commissioner Vera Jourová’s 

announcement that the commission 

was set to activate the bloc’s rule-of-

law conditionality mechanism against 

Hungary and Poland in the second 

half of the year, which could result 

in the suspension of funding for the 

two countries, Gulyás said Jourová 

was unfit for her post because of 

her “anti-Hungarian views”. He said 

Jourová, who in the past had been 

“in pre-trial detention for corruption”, 

was “berating Hungary and Poland to 

win over the good graces of the liberal 

media and to keep her past a secret.” 

As regards the planned reform of the 

EU’s Common Agricultural Policy, 

Gulyás said that although the bloc’s 27 

agriculture ministers could come to an 

agreement on the new policy on their 

own, the European Parliament “has 

completely absurd demands that go 

against the interests of the agriculture 

sector”.

Commenting on EP President 

David Sassoli’s recent remark that EU 

institutions will not turn their back 

on the migrants in need of rescue 

in the Mediterranean, Gulyás said it 

was “comments like this” that were 

to blame for the plight of migrants 

hoping to reach Europe. Unless Europe 

makes it clear that it will defend its 

external borders and decides not to let 

illegal migrants onto its territory, more 

and more people will risk their lives 

on their trek towards the continent, 

he insisted. “We continue to be on 

the side of providing help, but help 

should be provided at the point where 

it is needed instead of bringing trouble 

over here,” Gulyás said.

Asked what sort of diplomatic 

steps Hungary has taken in response 

to the forced landing of a Ryanair 

jet in Belarus last month, Gulyás 

said Hungary had protested the 

incident and joined an EU declaration 

condemning it.

CJEU DISMISSES 
HUNGARY’S ACTION 
AGAINST EP RESOLUTION 
TRIGGERING ARTICLE 7 
PROCEDURE 

The Court of Justice of the European 

Union dismissed on Thursday 

Hungary’s action against a European 

Parliament resolution triggering 

an Article 7 procedure. The EP 

resolution adopted in September 

2018 determined “the existence of 

a clear risk of a serious breach” by 

Hungary of the values on which the 

EU is founded.  Taking the view that, 

when calculating the votes cast, 

the EP should have taken account 

of abstentions, Hungary brought 

action for the annulment of that 

resolution. The CJEU has ruled that 

MEPs’ abstentions did not have to be 

counted in order to determine the 

two-thirds majority of the votes cast.  

Hungarian Justice Minister Judit 

Varga called the decision “completely 

unacceptable and shocking”. “In our 

view, the vote was not only contrary to 

EU Treaties, but also to the European 

Parliament’s own Rules of Procedure,” 

Varga said on Facebook. Had the EP 

included abstentions in the votes 

counted, the two-thirds majority 

required to adopt the “politically 

biased” Sargentini report at the root 

of the Article 7 procedure would not 

have been reached, Varga said. “As 

we all know, abstention means a tacit 

disagreement ... the conscious political 

will of MEPs... “

She noted, at the same time, that 

the ruling has no bearing on the 

contents of the Sargentini report. 

“The report’s accusations have 

been refuted by the Hungarian 

Government on several occasions, 

both professionally and in principle,” 

Varga said. “As before, in the spirit of 

loyal co-operation, Hungary is ready 

for a dialogue on issues related to 

rule of law. However, we will keep 
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rejecting politically motivated witch 

hunts,” Varga said.

Balázs Hidvéghi, a ruling Fidesz 

MEP, slammed the court for 

endorsing the decision not to 

include abstentions in respect of the 

Sargentini report, calling it a “strange 

decision”. “Be it on their conscience,” 

he said. Irrespective of the decision, 

he added, the report was “full of 

falsehoods and lies, which Hungary 

has refuted on many occasions.” 

Hidvéghi said the report was “part 

of a campaign of political retaliation 

against Hungary launched because 

of Hungary’s anti-migration stance 

and its rejection of the migrant 

quota.”  

SZIJJÁRTÓ IN TALKS 
ON RUSSIA-HUNGARY 
COOPERATION IN VACCINE 
PRODUCTION

Hungary and Russia have started talks 

on strategic cooperation on vaccine 

production, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said after talks with Denis 

Manturov, the Russian minister for 

industry and trade, on the sidelines 

of the St. Petersburg International 

Economic Forum in Russia on Thursday. 

Szijjártó said the talks between the 

Hungarian national vaccine centre and 

the Russian Direct Investment Fund has 

resulted in a preliminary agreement 

whereby Russia allows production 

in Hungary of its Sputnik V vaccine 

pending the signing of a strategic 

cooperation agreement. Technical 

issues are yet to be discussed, he 

added.  “The point is that Hungary 

and Russia are both open to Hungary 

manufacturing vaccines under a 

Russian licence,” Szijjártó said.

He noted Hungary will begin 

operating its own vaccine plant in 

late 2022, adding that Thursday’s 

deal was preliminary. The Russian 

jab is especially popular in the East, 

the minister said, adding that new 

production capacities would be 

needed to meet growing demand. 

“If Hungary can profit from this, 

then I think it’s worth having a go 

at it,” Szijjártó said, adding that the 

planned cooperation in vaccine 

production would be a continuation 

of the recent partnership between 

Hungary and Russia. Szijjártó praised 

Manturov for his role in allowing 

Hungary to be the first European 

country to purchase Russia’s 

coronavirus vaccine, noting that all 

of the doses had been delivered on 

time. He said the partnership had 

enabled one million Hungarians 

who received Sputnik jabs to develop 

immunity to the virus and Hungary 

to be the first European country to 

reopen its economy.

ANTI-TERRORISM 
OFFICERS ARREST 
STUDENT PLANNING 
ATTACKS

Officers of Hungary’s anti-terrorism 

force TEK arrested a young Hungarian 

Muslim believed to have been 

planning terrorist attacks in Hungary, 

TEK chief János Hajdu said.  According 

to Hajdu, the 21-year-old suspect 

had been making preparations for 

such attacks as exploding bombs at 

mass events or driving into crowds.  

TEK had launched an investigation 

into communication on internet 

sites linked to the Islamic State 

terrorist organisation, where people 

“promoting jihadist propaganda” 

were chatting about preparations for 

terrorist attacks, Hajdu said. During the 

conversations, the suspect agreed to 

prepare pipe bombs for use in mass 

events in Hungary and expressed his 

wish to commit ramming attacks, 

he said, adding that the young 

man had already bought materials 

for the bombs. Hajdu said that the 

suspect was a “regular, average” 

university student in Budapest, who 

had converted to Islam. Answering a 

question, Hajdu said he could not tell 

if the suspect had accomplices.

OPPOSITION PARTIES 
SLAM ‘UNACCEPTABLE’ 
2022 DRAFT BUDGET

Opposition members of parliament’s 

budget committee have slammed 

the government’s 2022 draft budget 

as “unacceptable” and “poorly thought 

out”. Democratic Coalition MP László 

Varju, the head of the committee, 

criticised the draft budget for 

earmarking more than 28 billion 

forints (EUR 80.8m) for “unaffordable 

and unacceptable expenses”, out of 

targeted revenue of 25,000 billion. He 

said it was clear the government was 

using next year’s “election budget” to 
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“support its own tight circles” while 

neglecting society and the economy. 

Anett Bősz of the Liberals said next 

year’s budget would only cement 

Hungary’s existing inequalities, adding 

that after the country’s “lost decade”, 

the 2022 budget would still end up 

supporting those “who are already 

well off”.

The Socialist Party’s Attila 

Mesterházy said that over the last 

decade the government had failed to 

allocate enough resources for boosting 

the competitiveness of Hungary’s 

higher education system, developing 

the country’s transport infrastructure, 

building a developed health sector 

and reversing the country’s population 

decline. 

“It’s become clear to us that there’s 

no national vision, only theft,” he said. 

Jobbik lawmaker Anita Potocska Kőrösi 

called the draft budget “uncertain and 

poorly thought out”, adding that her 

party would vote against it.

DK: PEOPLE WITH NO 
IMMUNITY AFTER TWO 
‘EASTERN’ JABS SHOULD 
GET PFIZER

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has called on the government to 

provide a Pfizer shot to anyone who 

has not gained coronavirus immunity 

after receiving two “Eastern” jabs. The 

government should redesign the 

official online registration platforms 

to enable people in this category 

to register for the Pfizer jab, DK’s 

Erzsébet Gy. Németh, deputy mayor of 

Budapest, told an online press briefing 

on Thursday. Tens of thousands of 

people, mainly elderly recipients of the 

Chinese Sinopharm vaccine, are said to 

have gained no immunity after getting 

two jabs, she said.

CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ 
CONFERENCE CONDEMNS 
ALL FORMS OF CHILD 
ABUSE

The Hungarian Catholic Bishops’ 

Conference (MKPK) has condemned 

all forms of child abuse and declared 

zero tolerance towards it. The 

conference said, however, that 

manifestations suggesting that there 

are links between church profession 

and the propensity to commit 

abuse “fail to serve the interests of 

society”. Child abuse is a serious sin 

and a crime, regardless of whether 

it is committed in school, at sport 

clubs, in camps, within family, or 

in secular or religious institutions, 

the statement said. “We express 

our deepest sympathy to all who 

suffered abuse as a child”, it added. 

“We pray for the spiritual peace 

of victims and for the healing of 

wounds suffered in the past, and 

ask for forgiveness on behalf of 

the perpetrators,” the bishops’ 

conference said. MKPK follows 

the principle of zero tolerance in 

terms of abuse committed against 

minors and this also applies to cases 

when anyone learns of the abuse 

committed but fails to report it, the 

statement said. 

GOVT OFFICIAL: HUNGARY-
TURKEY RELATIONS 
DEVELOPING FAST

Hungary-Turkey relations are steaming 

ahead, the head of parliament’s 

foreign affairs committee, Zsolt 

Németh, said after visiting Turkey. The 

two countries will celebrate the 100th 

anniversary of establishing diplomatic 

relations next year, Németh noted, 

adding that the two governments had 

signed an agreement on the mutual 

acceptance of immunity certificates 

“in good time, at the start of the 

tourist season”. 

Hungary continues to support 

Turkey’s EU accession process, he 

said, adding that it was important 

that Turkey receives financial support 

promised by the bloc. Talks must 

continue on visa liberalisation and the 

renewal of the customs union, he said. 

Hopefully the Turkic Council, he said, 

would hold a meeting this year, adding 

that agreement was reached on the 

countries’ respective foreign affairs 

committees cooperating under the 

Turkic Council’s framework.

Hungary’s foreign affairs committee 

delegation travelled to Ankara and 

Izmir and met the Turkish foreign 

minister, a partner committee 

delegation and the head and 

members of Turkey’s Council of Europe 

delegation. They also laid a wreath at 

the statue of Hungarian revolutionary 

Lajos Kossuth in Izmir and paid a visit 

to the Hungarian contingent in NATO’s 

Allied Land Command. 
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HUNGARY RECORDS 18 
COVID FATALITIES, 315 
NEW INFECTIONS

Eighteen patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over the 

past 24 hours, while 315 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Thursday. So far 5,227,318 

people have received a first jab, while 

3,732,252 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections went 

down to 67,312, while hospitals are 

treating 739 Covid patients, 77 of 

whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 7,759 people in official 

quarantine, while 5,866,214 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 805,302 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 29,792. Fully 708,198 people 

have made a recovery. 

ÁDER APPOINTS RUSZIN-
SZENDI AS ARMY 
COMMANDER

President János Áder has appointed 

Major General Romulusz Ruszin-

Szendi commander of the Hungarian 

army. Ruszin-Szendi’s appointment is 

for the period between June 3, 2021 

and May 31, 2026. Ruszin-Szendi was 

born in Miskolc on May 5, 1973 and 

started his army career in 1995. He 

served in foreign missions in Iraq and 

Afghanistan and has been working at 

the defence ministry since 2019.

Ferenc Korom recently stepped 

down from his duties as commander 

of the Hungarian armed forces. His 

term was to have expired on May 

15 in 2023. The defence ministry 

told MTI that it was Korom who had 

asked Defence Minister Tibor Benkő 

to allow him to step down, citing the 

full and successful completion of tasks 

assigned to him in 2018. 

SEMJÉN DECORATES 
CHURCH AND MINORITY 
HUNGARIAN DIGNITARIES

Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Semjén 

has decorated prominent Hungarians 

active in minority communities and in 

religious service across the borders in a 

ceremony at the prime minister’s office. 

Semjén handed out state honours that 

had been awarded on the occasion 

of the March 15 national holiday. The 

ceremony had been pushed back 

due to the coronavirus epidemic.  In 

his address, Semjén said national 

and religious identities strengthened 

one another rather than being in 

opposition. This segment of Hungarian 

society is instrumental in preserving 

national values, he said.

SPRING IN HUNGARY 
NEARLY 2 C. COLDER THAN 
USUAL

Temperatures this past spring in 

Hungary have been on average 

almost 2 C. colder than usual, 

with more “freezing” and “snowy” 

days registered, the Hungarian 

Meteorological Service (OMSZ) said. 

The mean temperature during the 

season was 9.3 C as opposed to 11.2 

in 1991-2020.  The last time spring 

was cooler was back in 1987, OMSZ 

said. For the first time since 1901, the 

average temperature in May remained 

below 14.5 degrees for the third year 

in a row, it said. Temperatures dipped 

below zero on 23 days, as against 

the spring average of 15 days. The 

number of snowy days was six, twice 

the average, OMSZ said.


