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Speaking after talks with Prime Minister Janez Jansa and Health Minister Janez Poklukar, Szijjártó said Hungary already had 

enough jabs stored for everyone registered in the country. Successful protection efforts in neighbouring countries also 

contribute to the safety of Hungarians, he said. The speedier their inoculation campaign progresses, the sooner Hungarians 

can travel without restrictions and without the risk of infection, he added. The pandemic has posed extreme challenges 

even for rich and strong countries, Szijjártó said. Unfortunately, the European Union has botched vaccine procurement, 

he said. “That is not a politically motivated opinion, it is a truth bolstered by numbers,” as evidenced in the progress by 

how Israel, the United States and the United Kingdom surpassed the EU, he said. At the same time, Hungary handled the 

pandemic very successfully, and is leading the pack in Europe in vaccination, he said. “We see the vaccine for what it is, a 

tool to save lives,” rather than an ideological and geopolitical issue, he said.

Hungary has lent 300,000 doses of AstraZeneca vaccines to Slovenia to help it speed 
up its inoculation campaign, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said in Ljubljana.
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Rehearsal of Gábor Koltay’s rock opera Trianon in Békéscsaba
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PARLT IMMUNITY CTTEE 
REJECTS JOBBIK LEADER’S 
APPEAL AGAINST HUF 9.6 
M FINE

Parliament’s immunity committee 

has rejected an appeal by Péter Jakab, 

Jobbik’s leader, against a 9.6 million 

forint (EUR 27,000) fine levied by the 

Speaker of Parliament. János Hargitai of 

the junior ruling Christian Democrats, 

who chairs the committee, refused to 

answer reporters’ questions, saying 

the details of the case were discussed 

behind closed doors. Jakab told 

reporters just after the 10-minute 

committee meeting that the decision 

to reject his appeal against the fine had 

been “purely political”, adding that 

Fidesz MPs who had made similarly 

derogatory remarks in parliament 

had not been fined. Jakab said he had 

asked the parliamentary authorities 

to draw up a list of banned terms and 

expressions that carried fines.

OPPOSITION TURNS  
TO TOP COURT OVER GOVT 
‘FUNNELLING’ PUBLIC 
MONEY TO FOUNDATIONS 

Hungary’s opposition parties have 

turned to the Constitutional Court 

to ask for the annulment of a law 

that channels public monies into 

private foundations. The opposition 

Jobbik, Socialist, Democratic 

Coalition (DK), LMP and Párbeszéd 

parties held a joint press conference 

on Wednesday, where LMP’s group 

leader László Lóránt Keresztes 

accused the government of funnelling 

public funding for the “entire higher 

education system” into foundations, 

allowing “Fidesz party cadres to 

oversee some 1,000 billion forints (EUR 

2.9bn) in public funds”. Jobbik deputy 

leader György Szilágyi called on the top 

court to “help the opposition protect 

state assets,” adding that Hungary had 

been “ruled by a mafia government for 

11 years”. Gergely Arató of DK said the 

law “brought misappropriating public 

funds to a new level”, with certain 

assets entirely removed from the 

state. László Szakács of the Socialists 

said that making changes to who 

runs Hungary’s universities would not 

guarantee competitiveness, and there 

was no reason why state universities 

should fail to withstand competition. 

Párbeszéd lawmaker Bence Tordai 

accused Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

of building a parallel state fully under 

his control. He said the government 

parties were “thieves conducting neo-

liberal policies while having promoted 

the opposite for a decade”.

HUNGARY RECORDS 13 
COVID FATALITIES, 275 
NEW INFECTIONS

Thirteen patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over the 

past 24 hours, while 275 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said on Wednesday. So far 5,206,951 

people have received a first jab, while 

3,694,602 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections went 

down to 69,835, while hospitals are 

treating 837 Covid patients, 90 of 

whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 8,320 people in official 

quarantine, while 5,862,778 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 804,987 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 29,774. Fully 705,378 people 

have made a recovery. So far, most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed 

by the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén, Győr-Moson-Sopron and 

Hajdú-Bihar.

DISTRICT PROPOSES 
NEW STREET NAMES 
AT BUDAPEST FUDAN 
PROJECT SITE 

Budapest’s 9th district has proposed to 

name streets around the site of a new 

campus for China’s Fudan University 

after “people who have suffered 

damages from the Chinese state”, 

District Mayor Krisztina Baranyi and 

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

told a press conference. The new 

names, Uyghur Martyrs’ Road, Free 

Hong Kong Road, Dalai Lama Road 

and Bishop Xie Shiguang Road are 

to receive approval by the city in the 

next few days. At the press conference, 

Karácsony said that the Fudan project 

would “undermine” plans to build 

student accommodation in the area, 

and accused the government of trying 

to back out of an earlier agreement 

over those plans. “The Fudan project 

questions a number of values Hungary 
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has been committed to over the past 

30 years,” the mayor said and asked 

“why would Hungarian taxpayers 

finance construction of a Chinese 

private university?” Karácsony said 

name-giving was a political tool which 

also served the ideals of freedom 

and solidarity. He said he believed 

that “the power of the people is 

stronger than the people of power”, 

and called for public protest against 

the “detrimental” Fudan project. 

Karácsony also said, however, that both 

Budapest and the country needed a 

“clear and pragmatic” cooperation with 

China, adding that Budapest was not 

planning to terminate its partnerships 

with Chinese cities. “This cooperation 

is based on the understanding that we 

have ideological differences,” he said.

Ruling Fidesz in response called on 

Karácsony and Baranyi to “adhere to 

the law rather than holding political 

shows”. The district mayor has no 

right to rename public spaces, the 

Fidesz group of the Assembly said 

in a statement. Although Karácsony 

has jurisdiction over the most urgent 

matters during the coronavirus-related 

state of emergency, renaming streets 

still falls under the purview of the 

Budapest Assembly, they said.

HUNGARY BANS SOME 
SINGLE-USE PLASTICS 
FROM JULY 1

Hungary is banning a number of 

single-use plastics from July 1, state 

secretary for developing the circular 

economy Attila Steiner said. The ban 

will apply to plastic cotton swabs, 

eating utensils, plates, straws and 

drink mixers as well as expanded 

polystyrene foam food containers 

and cups, Steiner said. Hungary’s 

government is committed to climate 

protection and has made a priority 

goal of switching over to the circular 

economy as quickly as possible, he 

added. Differentiated rules will be 

introduced for plastic bags: light 

plastic shopping bags generally sold 

at check-outs as well as plastic bags 

with a thickness of 15 microns or more 

will be banned, with the exception of 

ones made with biodegradable plastic. 

To discourage use of bags made with 

conventional plastic, their product 

fee will be raised from 57 forints (EUR 

0.16) to 1,900 forints per kilogramme, 

or around 5 forints per bag. The 

ban on plastic cups and covers will 

come into force in 2023, allowing 

time to switch over to alternatives. 

The ban will not apply to inventories 

in place before July 1. Steiner noted 

that the government had made 10 

billion forints in subsidies available 

to companies that make products 

affected by the ban to make the 

change to other technologies.

ANTI-TERRORISM 
OFFICERS ARREST YOUTH 
PLANNING ATTACKS

Officers of Hungary’s anti-terrorism 

force TEK arrested a young Hungarian 

Muslim believed to have been 

planning terrorist attacks in Hungary, 

TEK chief János Hajdu told a press 

conference on Wednesday. According 

to Hajdu, the 21-year-old suspect 

had been making preparations for 

such attacks as exploding bombs at 

mass events or driving into crowds. 

TEK had launched an investigation 

into communication on internet 

sites linked to the Islamic State 

terrorist organisation, where people 

“promoting jihadist propaganda” 

were chatting about preparations for 

terrorist attacks, Hajdu said. During the 

conversations, the suspect agreed to 

prepare pipe bombs for use in mass 

events in Hungary and expressed his 

wish to commit ramming attacks, 

he said, adding that the young 

man had already bought materials 

for the bombs. Hajdu said that the 

suspect was a “regular, average” 

university student in Budapest, who 

had converted to Islam. Answering a 

question, Hajdu said he could not tell 

if the suspect had accomplices.

LICENCE PLATES TO HAVE 
EXTRA LETTER FROM NEXT 
SUMMER

Newly issued Hungarian licence 

plates will have four letters and 

three digits from July 1 next year, 

a government official announced. 

The plates issued after that date for 

new cars will supersede the current 

3-character format and will consist of 

two vowels or two consonants in the 

Latin alphabet, followed by two more 

letters and three digits, Tamás Schanda, 

parliamentary state secretary of the 

Ministry of Innovation and Technology 
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(ITM) said. The coat of arms of Hungary 

will feature alongside twelve yellow 

stars symbolising the European 

flag on a blue background with a 

white H in the middle. Plates with a 

light green background indicating 

environmentally friendly vehicles will 

also be available in the longer format. 

The new regulations will still allow for 

the authorisation of individual licence 

plates.

PHOTO EXHIBITION 
TO MARK NATIONAL 
COHESION DAY

An outdoor photo exhibition will 

open in front of Parliament on June 

4, as part of programmes marking 

Hungary’s Day of National Cohesion, 

the Prime Minister’s Cabinet Office said 

on Wednesday.

June 4 was declared the Day of 

National Cohesion by Hungary’s 

national assembly in May 2010 to mark 

the anniversary of the Trianon Peace 

Treaty that concluded the first world 

war. The exhibition at the memorial 

inaugurated in August last year, on the 

100th anniversary of the Trianon Treaty, 

will present 100 photos submitted to 

the PM’s office for the competition 

entitled “Through Hungarian Eyes”. 

The competition received 10,000 

pictures submitted in Hungary, in the 

Carpathian Basin and in the Hungarian 

diaspora communities around the 

world.

The exhibition will be opened by 

Árpád János Potápi, the state secretary 

for Hungarian communities abroad.

BKK: BIDS FOR FOUR 
BUDAPEST EUROVELO 
CYCLE SECTIONS CALLED

A call for bids for the design and 

implementation of four sections in 

Budapest of the EuroVelo cycling 

routes have been posted on the 

EU’s public procurement site, the 

Budapest transport centre BKK said 

on Wednesday. The tender covers a 

2.42km section in the north of the 

capital to complement paths at the 

the Northern railway bridge. The 

two-way, 3.5m wide section will be 

part of the EuroVelo 6 route running 

from the Atlantic coast to the Black 

Sea. Once completed, the path will 

allow cycling on a designated path 

between the city center of Budapest 

and the Danube Bend, BKK said. The 

other section, also in the north, covers 

a 13.3km stretch as an addition to a 

path already connecting Békásmegyer 

with tourist hotspot Szentendre. The 

new stretch will create a link between 

the Chain Bridge and Békásmegyer. 

The other two sections covered in the 

tender are in the south of Budapest. 

One is a 10.4km stretch linking 

Mezőkövesd street with Campona 

street in Nagytétény, while the other 

is a 7.6km section along Honfoglalás 

road and the Hosszúréti-patak stream 

together with a cycling bridge. 

These sections are to form part of 

the EuroVelo 14 route connecting 

Budapest with holiday hotspot Lake 

Balaton.

BKK noted that the Budapest 

Mobility Plan 2030 gives priority to 

cyclists and pedestrians. The road 

network will be made bicycle-friendly 

by the summer of 2023 with funding 

of 8.39 billion forints (EUR 25.7m) from 

the EU’s Competitive Operational 

Programme (VEKOP), BKK said in a 

statement.


