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Hungary considers Israel a friend, so it is natural that Hungary will stand by its friend when it comes under attack, Szijjártó 

told a joint press briefing after the talks. Netanyahu expressed thanks for Hungary’s support and Szijjártó reassured him 

that Hungary would take the same position in the future as well. Szijjártó said Hungary would veto any future statement 

or resolution that was “unfair” to the Middle Eastern country, took an anti-Israel stance or had anti-Semitic undertones. 

Though Israel was attacked by a terrorist organisation in the form of Hamas, this was not made clear in the international 

political arena, Szijjártó said. The international community failed to stand by Israel due to “hypocrisy and double standards”, 

he added. Szijjártó said Israel and Hamas had practically been treated as equals on the international political scene, “as if 

Hamas were some kind of NGO”. However, it should be made clear that Hamas is a terrorist group that attacked Israel, he said.

Speaking to Hungarian public media during his visit, Szijjártó emphasised Israel’s right to defend itself.

Hungary stands by Israel which is its friend and ally, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó told 
Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel’s prime minister, at their talks in Jerusalem.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HunGARY STAnDS BY ISRAeL
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A golden necklace at an exhibition showcasing the archaeological heritage 
of the Huns, in southern Hungary
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HunGARY TO BuILD 
MOBILe TACTICAL 
SHeLTeRS FOR ISRAeL

A Hungarian construction company is 

building mobile tactical shelters that 

will be used for protection against 

rocket strikes in Israel, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said after talks with his 

Israeli counterpart Gabi Ashkenazi in 

Petah Tikva. Under the deal signed 

between the Hungarian company 

and an Israeli defence industry firm, 

Hungary will build over 1,000 such 

shelters which will be used to shield 

thousands of Israelis, Szijjártó told a 

press conference. Hungary assigns 

strategic importance to its cooperation 

with Israel, “which we also demonstrate 

through our actions as opposed to 

just paying lip service to the idea”, 

the minister said. “We turn our words 

into actions, and we are also capable 

of contributing to the protection 

of thousands or tens of thousands 

of Israelis against rocket strikes,” he 

said. Israel was attacked by a terrorist 

organisation, which fired thousands 

of rockets on Israeli cities and densely 

populated areas, “endangering 

thousands, tens of thousands or 

even hundreds of thousands of lives” 

Szijjártó said, in reference to the recent 

escalation of violence in Jerusalem, 

the West Bank and Gaza. “We regret 

that international organisations have 

disputed the fact that Israel has been 

attacked by a terrorist organisation.” 

Szijjártó highlighted the US-backed 

“Abraham Accords” as the key to peace 

in the Middle East, noting that they had 

allowed Israel to normalise its relations 

with several Arab countries. Hungary, 

he said, was also pushing for stronger 

cooperation between the EU and 

Israel, adding that the government 

regretted “that this position doesn’t 

have a clear majority in the European 

Union right now”. Szijjártó said anti-

Semitism was on the rise again in some 

major cities in western Europe. “There 

were already signs of this at the start 

of the illegal migration waves, but in 

recent weeks there’ve been openly 

anti-Semitic demonstrations in some 

major western European cities which 

millions of Europeans rightfully found 

concerning,” he said.

Ashkenazi thanked Szijjártó for 

Hungary’s support during the recent 

Operation Guardian of the Walls. He 

also expressed thanks for Hungary’s 

open and clear support of Israel’s right 

to defend itself and for Hungary’s 

condemnation of the rocket strikes on 

the homes of Israeli civilians. Ashkenazi 

described Hungary as a “strong friend” 

which has continuously expressed its 

solidarity with Israel during military 

operations, in international diplomacy 

and in the UN.

JuSTICe MInISTeR: 
HunGARY OPTS OuT OF 
euROPeAn PROSeCuTOR’S 
OFFICe

Following the recommendation of 

parliament, the Hungarian government 

has decided not to participate in the 

establishment of the European Public 

Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO) or the 

strengthened cooperation among 

EU prosecutors, Justice Minister Judit 

Varga said on Facebook. Varga said the 

decision was a question of sovereignty, 

insisting that the setting up of the 

new office was a way for Brussels to 

take over more powers from member 

states. The Luxembourg-based office 

was launched on Tuesday.

Varga said the document 

establishing the EPPO failed to meet 

“fundamental requirements” such as 

respecting national self-determination 

and the constitutional system. She 

noted that Poland, Denmark, Sweden 

and Ireland had also decided against 

joining the new office.

Citing the statement on the EPPO’s 

establishment, Varga said there 

remained “many question marks” 

about the new office, adding that 

“the entire organisation’s operational 

structure is chaotic and uncertain.” The 

Hungarian government will remain an 

observer for now, keeping an eye on 

the EPPO’s operations, the minister 

said, adding that it would be harmful 

for the bloc if the office “turns out 

to be just another supranational … 

tool for blackmail”. She added that 

though Hungary was not joining the 

office, it was “a step ahead” of the 

other member states that have opted 

out, after the EPPO and Hungary’s 

public prosecutor signed a working 

arrangement on cooperation and 

information exchange to facilitate 

investigation and prosecution.

Varga underlined the importance 

of fighting corruption both on a 
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European and an international level, 

expressing, however, the view that 

its framework “may not necessarily 

be setting up yet another institution”. 

She said there were institutions such 

as Eurojust and OLAF operating with 

that function already.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HunGARIAn 
COMPAnIeS TO InVeST 
HuF 42 Bn In uZBeKISTAn

Five food production companies 

are preparing investments totalling 

42 billion forints (EUR 120.7m) in 

Uzbekistan, Péter Szijjártó, the minister 

for foreign affairs and trade, said in 

Tashkent. Hungarian companies will 

set up a plant producing plant-based 

oil, a cattle plant and a vegetable 

plant in the Central Asian country, 

Szijjártó said. Hungary concluded a 

strategic cooperation agreement with 

Uzbekistan two months ago, allowing 

Hungarian companies to take part in 

modernising the country, Szijjártó 

said. “This is a huge advantage 

for export-oriented Hungarian 

companies,” he added. They also 

set up a Hungarian-Uzbek startup 

with a 700 million forints of capital to 

boost cooperation between the two 

countries’ businesses, he said. “The 

profits of Hungarian companies made 

here will help in their work at home, 

creating jobs in Hungary,” he said. “It 

is clearly in the nation’s economic 

interest for Hungarian companies 

to have the largest possible role 

in Central Asia’s fastest-growing 

economy,” he said.

DeFenCe MInISTeR 
InTRODuCeS ARMY CHIeF 
nOMInee AS ‘eXCeLLenT 
ARMY MAn’ In PARLT 
CTTee

Romulusz Ruszin-Szendi is an “excellent 

army man” with longstanding experience 

in army service both in his home country 

and abroad, the defence minister told 

parliament’s defence committee at a 

hearing for the new commander of 

the Hungarian armed forces. In the 

positions Ruszin has served in the 

defence ministry, the Major General has 

overseen the areas of military education 

and training for building a career in the 

armed forces, the system of volunteer 

reservists and military education for 

serving the homeland, Tibor Benkő 

told the committee. “Romulusz Ruszin-

Szendi has performed all of his tasks with 

excellent results which is why I support 

him as a candidate for the post of army 

chief,” the minister said.

Speaking before the committee, Ruszin 

said his most important task was to 

continue developing the Hungarian army 

as a leading force in the region. He said 

further tasks included the procurement of 

customised military hardware, developing 

the army’s “cyber capabilities”, recruiting 

staff for combat tasks and streamlining 

the system of volunteer reservists.

Benkő announced Ruszin-Szendi’s 

nomination on Monday for the 

replacement of Colonel General Ferenc 

Korom whom the minister relieved of 

his post last week. Korom was relieved 

effective June 1 at his own request.

JuSTICe MInISTeR: GOVT 
WILL ALWAYS PROTeCT 
HunGARIAnS, euROPeAn 
BORDeRS

The government will always take a stand 

for the protection of the Hungarian 

people, their country and European 

borders, Justice Minister Judit Varga said. 

Varga said the pressure of migration was 

once again increasing, especially on the 

central Mediterranean and Western 

Balkan routes. In a Facebook post 

“What will the future bring in the area 

of migration?”, she said ever since the 

time of former European Commission 

President Jean-Claude Juncker, it 

was understood that the European 

Commission was a political body. The 

EC has learnt that if it cannot force its will 

in the first round, then “they will resort 

to hundreds of tricks”, she added.

The minister said the same applied 

in the case of the migration package: 

even though the positions of member 

states had not changed in respect of 

migrant quotas, the commission’s 

proposal focused on the distribution 

of migrants nonetheless. Currently 

the expression “return sponsorship” 

is being used, but no matter what 

they call it, “a quota is a quota”, she 

said. Varga added that the Hungarian 

government had learnt to be vigilant 

because, she insisted, Brussels resorted 

to a game of attrition “in order to 

prevent people from seeing the forest 

for the trees”. But, Varga said, no matter 

how hard Brussels kept trying to break 

the unity of member states that reject 
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migration and quotas, the Hungarian 

government “will always take a stand 

to protect of the Hungarian people 

and European borders.”

HunGARY ReCORDS 28 
COVID FATALITIeS, 174 
neW InFeCTIOnS

Twenty-eight patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 174 new infections were 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Tuesday. So far 5,176,630 people have 

received a first jab, while 3,655,647 have 

been fully vaccinated. The number of 

active infections went down to 71,599, 

while hospitals are treating 947 Covid 

patients, 100 of whom need respiratory 

assistance. There are 8,749 people in 

official quarantine, while 5,837,630 tests 

have been officially carried out. Since 

the first outbreak, 804,712 infections 

have been registered, while fatalities 

have risen to 29,761. Fully 703,352 

people have made a recovery. So far, 

most infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed by 

the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, 

Győr-Moson-Sopron and Hajdú-Bihar.

DK: GOVT MeMBeRS SHOuLD 
Be HeLD ACCOunTABLe 
IF OPPOSITIOn WInS 2022 
eLeCTIOn

A senior opposition Democratic 

Coalition politician has vowed to hold 

members of the current government 

and their circle accountable for 

“stolen billions and years of lying” 

if the ruling Fidesz party is ousted 

in the 2022 general election. Olga 

Kálmán told an online briefing that 

“European Hungarians” would have 

to hold a “major clean-up operation”, 

since whatever the government and 

its circle of friends laid their hands on 

“money gets pumped out”. Referring 

to firms run by Gyula Balásy producing 

government communications material, 

Kálmán said one such money spigot was 

“government propaganda”. Last year, 

New Land Media made a post-tax profit 

of almost 4 billion forints, while Lounge 

Design made over 1.4 billion. She said 

Fidesz oligarchs were “parasites” who 

not only lied about public money but 

got rich on the back of it.

HunGARY POSTS euR 876 M 
TRADe SuRPLuS In MARCH, 
KSH COnFIRMS

Hungary posted a trade surplus in 

March of 876 million euros, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) confirmed in a 

second reading of data. Exports grew 

an annual 22.7%, to 11.091 billion euros, 

while imports increased by 17.3%, to 

10.215 billion. In February, exports 

increased by 1.9%, while imports rose 

by 5.3%. Trade with other European 

member states accounted for 77% of 

exports and 72% of imports.

HunGARY Q1 GDP FALLS 2.1%

Hungary’s economic output declined 

by an annual 2.1% in the first quarter, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said in a second reading of data. The 

decline was revised up from a 2.3% 

drop in a first reading published on 

May 18. The scale of the contraction 

was the smallest since the start of the 

coronavirus crisis. Hungary’s annual 

GDP has declined every quarter since 

Q2 2020. In a quarter-on-quarter 

comparison, GDP rose a seasonally and 

calendar year-adjusted 2%, revised up 

from 1.9% in the first reading.

PMI RISeS TO 52.8 In MAY

Hungary’s seasonally adjusted 

Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) rose 

to 52.8 points in May from 51 points 

in April, Halpim, the organisation that 

publishes the index, said. The new orders 

index rose in May from the previous 

month and remained over the 50-point 

threshold that marks either a contraction 

below or an expansion above. The 

production volume index also rose and 

stayed over the 50-point mark.

GOVT eARMARKS HuF 9 Bn 
FOR PeTŐFI MeMORIAL YeAR

The Hungarian government has 

allocated 9 billion forints (EUR 

25.9m) to finance the memorial year 

dedicated to the bicentenary of poet 

and revolutionary Sándor Petőfi in 

2022-2023, the human resources 

minister said. “The 200th anniversary 

of the legendary poet’s birth is a 

good opportunity to contemplate 

the events and consequences of his 

era,” Miklós Kásler said. The funding 

will be evenly divided between 

bicentenary programs, support for 
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museums outside Budapest and 

for the development of literary 

memorial sites, the organisers said. 

The National Cultural Fund said tenders 

issued during the memorial year will 

be used to “restart cultural life” in 

Hungary. Preliminary plans for the 

memorial year include revamping the 

Petőfi exhibition at the Petőfi Literary 

Museum and the Károlyi Gardens 

near it in downtown Budapest. An 

interactive “Petőfi bus” will tour the 

Carpathian Basin, organisers said.

COe ReCOGnISeS 
CuLTuRAL ROuTeS 
COnCeRnInG HunGARY

The Council of Europe has granted 

recognition to another two cultural 

and archaeological routes, the Cyril 

and Methodius Route and the Iron Age 

Danube Route connecting Hungary 

with other countries in the region.  

According to a statement released by 

the human resources ministry, the CoE 

has also recognised the Aeneas Route, 

the Alvar Aalto Route of 20th century 

design and architecture, as well as the 

d’Artagnan Route. The CoE launched 

its Cultural Routes programme in 1987 

to promote the cultural heritage of 

member states through travel, and has 

included 45 routes so far. Applicants 

joining the programme are required 

to offer a network of tourism services 

connected to the route in question, 

as well as to engage in scientific 

cooperation with other sites and involve 

the activities of the younger generations. 

The Cyril and Methodius Route is 

aimed at linking sites connected to 

the 9th century saints in the Czech 

Republic, Slovakia, Greece, Hungary, 

Slovenia, and Bulgaria. The Iron Age 

Danube Route represents cooperation 

between museums, universities, 

research institutes, municipalities, and 

tourism organisations in Austria, Croatia, 

Hungary, and Slovenia. Hungary joined 

the programme in 2013 and has had 7 

routes in the system so far.

PARLIAMenT TO OPen 
ITS DOORS On DAY OF 
nATIOnAL COHeSIOn 

As part of celebrations marking 

Hungary’s Day of National Cohesion 

on June 4, visitors to Parliament will 

enjoy free entrance to the building. 

The Day of National Cohesion marks 

the anniversary of the Trianon 

Peace Treaty that concluded 

the first world war. Visitors to 

Parliament can turn up from 10am 

to 5pm and view the grand stairway 

and Hungary’s Holy Crown on 

display in the central hall free of 

charge with no prior registration, 

parliament’s press office said on 

Tuesday. Coronavirus immunity 

certificates will be required for 

adults and visitors must wear a face 

mask inside. Also, starting at 5pm 

on Friday, a series of free concerts 

will be held in Kossuth Lajos Square 

in front of Parliament.


