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Orbán said after talks with British Prime Minister Boris Johnson in London that Hungary and the UK had developed their 

relations during a period when they were both members of the EU.  That period is now over, he added. Orbán said his 

talks with Johnson had focused mainly on the future of Hungarian-UK relations, while also covering opportunities for 

cooperation between Britain and the Visegrad Group countries. He highlighted the energy and defence industries as two 

“particularly promising” areas of their bilateral ties. Orbán noted that Hungary’s gas delivery agreement signed with Shell 

was the country’s first long-term energy deal that did not involve Russian energy suppliers. 

Fidesz MEP Balázs Hidvéghi said in an interview on Sky News with journalist Adam Boulton that Britain and Hungary shared 

the same vision of Europe which involves free cooperation of sovereign nation states without an over-centralised and 

bureaucratic European Union. While Hungary regretted to see the UK leave the EU, it is very important to maintain bilateral 

relationships, he said. 

Hungary’s task in its relationship with the United Kingdom is to establish new forms of 
cooperation with that country following its departure from the European Union, Prime 
Minister Viktor Orbán said.

ORBÁN IN TaLKS ON POST-BREXIT COOPERaTION

Plenary session of parliament

Stats office releases april foreign 
trade, Q1 industrial output figures

Coronavirus updates
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A match in Budapest’s Rugby Centre
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COE PaRLT aSSEMBLy 
HEaD HOLDS TaLKS  
IN HUNGaRy

Rik Daems, President of the Council 

of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly, 

held talks with Hungarian leaders 

on minority rights and the right to a 

healthy environment in Budapest, 

a government official said. Zsolt 

Németh, the leader of the Hungarian 

parliament’s foreign affairs committee 

and the Hungarian delegation to the 

assembly, said Daems met President 

János Áder, House Speaker László 

Kövér and other officials. Daems also 

presided over an online meeting of the 

Assembly from the Parliament building, 

marking the start of the Hungarian CoE 

presidency, Németh said.

The protection of national minorities 

will be a priority of the Hungarian 

presidency, and the CoE has recently 

adopted a report on the topic, 

submitted by Vojvodina representative 

Elvira Kovács, Németh said. Hopefully, 

the CoE will balance the “lack of action” 

on part of the EU, he said.  

Daems and President Áder 

agreed that the right to a healthy 

environment should be declared 

a basic human right. Hungary 

will launch a feasibility study on 

adding that right to the European 

Convention on Human Rights, 

Németh said. Németh welcomed the 

CoE’s role in shaping Europe’s future. 

The body comprises 47 countries, as 

opposed to the 27 in the European 

Union, he said. National parliaments 

are also more active in the CoE, while 

they struggle to have their voice 

heard in discussions on the EU’s 

future, he said.

POLITICaL PaRTIES MaRK 
CHILDREN’S Day 

“Children are a nation’s future,” 

the parliamentary group leader of 

the co-ruling Christian Democrats 

said in a statement on Sunday, 

marking International Children’s 

Day.  István Simicskó highlighted the 

government’s “globally unique” pro-

family measures in the past 10 years, 

and said that the system had helped 

families prosper and “create a stable 

environment” for children. He called 

for further efforts to ensure that “a 

future resting on stable foundations” is 

built for children, which he said would 

guarantee prosperity for the nation. 

Opposition LMP co-leader Máté 

Kanász-Nagy told a press conference 

that “adults should build a country in 

which all children’s dreams come true” 

and said it was crucial that education 

should ensure equal opportunities 

irrespective of “what kind of family the 

child comes from” and “provide skills 

with which children could succeed 

in a changing world”.  Marking the 

day, Socialist MP Ildikó Borbély Bangó 

proposed that the state should make 

a bank deposit for each child, which 

they could cash when they are 18 and 

spend the money on accommodation 

or education. The lawmaker slammed 

the government whose “pro-family 

policies are just words” and insisted 

that some 400,000 children were living 

in deep poverty. “Those children hardly 

have any chance to live in decent 

conditions when they grow up,” she 

warned. Eliminating child poverty and 

assisting families are top priorities for 

the Socialist Party, she said, adding that 

“a safe subsistence for families is the 

basis for a stable society”.

ÁDER MaRKS 10TH 
aNNIVERSaRy OF FORMER 
PRESIDENT MÁDL’S DEaTH

President János Áder on Saturday 

laid a wreath at the grave of Ferenc 

Mádl, marking the tenth anniversary 

of the former president’s death. Áder 

lauded Mádl as a man “whom his 

country greatly appreciated”, and 

whose “values were perfectly in place... 

[who] earned the love and respect of 

his people with moral stability and 

excellence without ostentation.”  Mádl 

knew that being honest and credible 

was the cornerstone of becoming 

a “good student, teacher, lawyer, 

scientist, minister or president,” Áder 

told the event held in Budapest’s 

Fiume Street cemetery.  Mádl retained 

those qualities during the communist 

regime and in the fight to re-create 

legal certainty in the country, Ader 

said. “Ferenc Mádl was a wise man 

and a good and noble soul, one of the 

greatest,” Áder said.

The event was attended by First 

Ladies Anita Herczegh and Dalma 

Mádl, House Speaker László Kövér, 

Supreme Court President András Varga 

Zs, and Cardinal Péter Erdő, among 
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others. Mádl was born in 1931, and 

worked as a lawyer and an academic. 

He served as Hungarian president 

between 2000 and 2005.

HUNGaRy RECORDS  
19 COVID FaTaLITIES,  
350 NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 19 patients, generally elderly with 

co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 350 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Sunday. So far 5,137,031 

people have received a first jab, while 

3,582,547 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections went 

down to 78,625, while hospitals are 

treating 965 Covid patients, 114 of 

whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 9,670 people in official 

quarantine, while 5,816,796 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 804,382 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 29,728. Fully 696,029 people 

have made a recovery. So far, most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed 

by the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén, Győr-Moson-Sopron and 

Hajdú-Bihar.

DK aSKS EC POSITION 
ON TRaVEL WITH 
CERTIFICaTES

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has turned to the European 

Commission regarding travel with 

coronavirus certificates that fail to 

show the type of vaccine received 

by the card holder, an MEP of the 

party said. Sándor Rónai told an 

online press conference that the 

Orbán government had “once again 

let down Hungarians in connection 

with the coronavirus”.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has 

promised that Hungarians would not 

suffer any disadvantage if they wanted 

to travel in EU countries, and that the 

Chinese and Russian vaccines would 

not be a problem, Rónai said. In view 

of the fact that the government is 

seeking individual deals with certain 

countries, it is already clear that the 

Hungarian vaccination certificate would 

not be valid everywhere, he added. The 

main problem is that the vaccination 

certificates issued by the government 

fail to show what type of vaccine their 

holder received, Rónai said. “The Orbán 

government, which had political and 

financial reasons to get eastern vaccines, 

is intentionally hiding from receiving 

countries that many Hungarians were 

inoculated with Eastern vaccines and 

not Pfizer, Moderna, AstraZeneca or 

Janssen,” he said.

Many people have been turned 

back at borders or they had to 

produce instant coronavirus test 

results in order to gain entry, resulting 

in extra costs, he said. He reiterated his 

party’s demand that the government 

should make free tests available and 

called on the government to ensure 

that “every Hungarian gets the type 

of vaccination which enables them to 

use the same rights as all EU citizens, 

including travel and work”.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGaRy, 
MOLDOVa aGREE  
TO aLLOW UNIMPEDED 
TRaVEL

Hungarian and Moldovan citizens 

vaccinated against coronavirus can 

travel into each other’s countries 

without mandatory quarantines or 

negative test results from Tuesday, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said. 

The talks were concluded on Saturday, 

Szijjártó said in a video posted on 

Facebook. “We continue talks with 

other countries on the mutual 

acceptance of immunity certificates 

and unimpeded travel,” Szijjártó said.

BENKŐ MaRKS 
HUNGaRIaN HEROES’ Day

Defence Minister Tibor Benkő laid a 

wreath at the memorial of Hungarian 

heroes on Sunday. The minister 

noted that the last Sunday in May 

was declared the memorial day of 

Hungarian heroes in 2001, to mark 

the sacrifice of Hungarian troops in the 

first world war, but also “of all those 

who risked or sacrificed their lives 

and of those working for Hungarians 

and Hungary.” Therefore, the day 

is also dedicated to those who do 

the same in the pandemic situation, 

he said. The event was held at the 

Memorial Stone of Hungarian Heroes in 

Budapest’s Heroes’ Square, which was 

inaugurated in 1929. Later on Sunday, 

Benkő inaugurated the recently 

renovated Heroes’s Plot in the Fiume 
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Road cemetery. Former Prime Minister 

Péter Boross and other dignitaries also 

attended the event.

LMP CaLLS FOR REDUCING 
VaT ON BaSIC FOODS TO 5%

The opposition LMP has re-submitted 

an amendment proposal to the budget 

bill to reduce VAT on basic food 

products to 5%, the party’s deputy 

group leader said. Antal Csárdi told a 

press conference that the price of basic 

foods had increased much faster than 

average inflation in recent years and 

decades. “It is simply unacceptable that 

prices increase by double-digit ratios 

almost annually, while neither wages 

nor pensions can keep up with such an 

increase”, he added. Csárdi said it was 

unfair to apply the same 27% VAT to 

basic food products as to luxury goods.

NaNUSHKa OPENS STORE 
IN LONDON

The Hungarian fashion label Nanushka 

opened a store in London on Friday. 

Speaking at the opening, Péter 

Szijjártó, the minister of foreign 

affairs and trade, said it was crucial 

for Hungary to have businesses that 

can succeed internationally. Building 

global brands, he said, was one of 

the pillars of Hungary’s economic 

policy. The Hungarian government’s 

implementation of the biggest 

economic programme in modern 

Hungarian history has allowed it to 

mount the most effective response 

to the coronavirus pandemic out of 

all European countries, Szijjártó said.

The minister said that though global 

foreign direct investment last year 

was down 42%, Hungary during this 

period saw a 140% increase in FDI. 

And though global trade fell by 9% in 

2020, the value of Hungarian exports 

exceeded 100 billion euros, putting 

the country in 12th place globally in 

terms of exports as a percentage of 

GDP, he added.

BUDaPEST aIRPORT 
CLOSES WORST yEaR EVER 
IN 2020

Budapest Airport, the operator of 

Budapest’s Liszt Ferenc International 

Airport, closed its worst year on 

record in 2020, the operator said. 

The company was 110 million euros 

in the red at the end of the year, with 

118 million euros net revenue, down 

65% from 2019, the statement said.  

The owners of Budapest Airport have 

ploughed the 2019 profits into crisis 

management, it said adding that 

the company financed its operation 

from its own resources and, to a lesser 

degree, from market-based resources. 

Budapest Airport also implemented 

developments to the tune of 81 million 

euros, it said.

aNIMaTION FILM 
DIRECTOR MaRCELL 
JaNKOVICS DIES aT 79

Acclaimed director of animation 

films and illustrator Marcell Jankovics, 

honorary president of the Hungarian 

Academy of the Arts (MMA), died 

aged 79 early on Saturday, MMA said. 

The academy praised Jankovics as a 

“visual artist and public figure, a scholar 

of fairy tales ... with an exceptionally 

wide-ranging, varied work. His 

oeuvre remains an important part of 

Hungarian culture,” the statement said. 


