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The number of patients needing respiratory assistance is 121, Orbán told public broadcaster Kossuth Radio in his regular 

interview. The number of those with active infection stands at 84,719, he said. These people’s health is under threat, with 

some of them still struggling for their life, he added.

The prime minister said that some 25,000 people had received their first jab and 117,000 got their second shot on Thursday. 

“This is good news, but another 3 million adults have not yet been inoculated, and it is a scientific fact that this virus will not 

just go away,” Orbán said. He said many were wrong to believe that they could “escape” getting infected with coronavirus 

without being inoculated. “This virus will find even the very last person who is unprotected,” Orbán said, insisting that “only 

by getting vaccinated can we protect our own health and the health of our families”. Organising the vaccination drive has 

been a huge challenge and the fact that Hungary has performed better than the US in terms of first vaccinations is reason 

for self-respect, he added.

The number of patients treated for Covid-19 in hospital and needing no respiratory 
support has dropped below 1,000 and the number of active infections is below 
100,000 for the first time in a long while, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said on Friday.
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ORBÁN: aLL VaCCINES 
aDMINISTERED  
IN HUNGaRy COMBaT 
INDIaN VaRIaNT

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán told 

public Kossuth Radio that everybody 

was afraid of the Indian variant of the 

virus and added that all the vaccines 

administered in Hungary without 

exception were able to combat it. 

He described reports claiming that 

several EU member states would not 

allow entry for people inoculated with 

eastern vaccines as fear-mongering. 

“Many countries are not yet discussing 

travel options because they are still far 

from it but Hungary is signing a series 

of bilateral agreements that will enable 

free movement,” Orbán said. A common 

European Union vaccination card might 

be available in July and it will oblige all 

member countries to allow entry for 

people inoculated with EU approved 

vaccines, he said. The countries will 

have the option to also accept other 

vaccines and “no country will want to 

block itself from tourists”, he added.

The next task now is to relaunch the 

country’s economy, Orbán said. When 

the pandemic was at its peak, enacting 

measures to protect the economy was 

also important to save jobs and incomes, 

however, with the third wave “having 

been floored”, the focus must shift from 

protection to restarting the economy, 

he added. Orbán said the 2022 budget 

would be dedicated to these efforts, 

adding that second-quarter figures for 

this year were already promising.

Commenting on an EU summit held 

this week, he said everybody agreed on 

the importance of climate protection 

but the positions varied on how the 

burdens should be distributed. Different 

countries cannot bear the same amount 

of burden, he said. The idea to make 

people pay the costs of climate 

protection might sound natural in the 

west where good living standards allow 

ample space of manoeuvring for this 

but Hungary cannot and does not want 

to make people pay an extra tax for this 

purpose after several years dedicated 

to efforts to lower public utility fees. 

Orbán said it was unacceptable “to 

spread around” the costs of climate 

protection. Central European countries 

believe it is mostly the large companies 

that are responsible for damaging the 

climate and people should not be made 

to pay the price. The next two or three 

years will be dedicated to climate 

protection, he said, adding that efforts 

to reduce utility costs would also have 

to continue.

He also said that he had met the 

leader of Spain’s right-wing VOX party 

on Thursday and discussed issues 

that have recently been suppressed 

by the fight against the pandemic, 

such as climate protection and illegal 

migration. When Hungary decided in 

2015 to build a fence along its southern 

border, Spain was among the critics, 

but now they have a higher fence 

erected on their border than Hungary, 

he added. An upcoming and serious 

party has now strengthened the 

group of anti-migration forces, he said 

referring to VOX.

Commenting on his upcoming 

meeting with UK counterpart Boris 

Johnson in London later in the day, 

Orbán said he will “seek special areas 

of cooperation”.

Orbán noted that the UK and 

countries in central Europe have 

common views on issues such as 

reducing bureaucracy and standing 

up for national sovereignty and said 

their position had been weakened by 

the UK’s departure from the European 

Union. “[The UK] hasn’t left Europe, 

just the EU, so they’re still here. The 

question is: where will their place in 

the world be? They’re negotiating 

with everybody, establishing bilateral 

relations. We too have to establish a 

British-Hungarian trade and economic 

cooperation,” Orbán said.

Commenting on the 15th anniversary 

of a later leaked speech that former 

Socialist Prime Minister and current 

opposition Democratic Coalition (DK) 

leader Ferenc Gyurcsány made at a 

closed-door Socialist party meeting 

in Balatonőszöd, in which he said 

his government had been “lying day 

and night”, Orbán said the events 

surrounding it are hard to forget, 

including the revolts it caused. “It is 

shocking that the person who caused 

the revolts is still present in Hungarian 

politics and nobody has taken 

responsibility or extended an apology 

for those events,” Orbán said. He said 

that Gyurcsány was still “the boss on 

the opposite side” and people he knew 

from the Gyurcsány government were 

making a comeback in the City Hall, 

with “the Gyurcsány government 
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practically re-establishing itself behind 

the back of the mayor of Budapest”.

Orbán said it was parents’ 

responsibility to tell their children 

what events took place after the Őszöd 

speech.

SaNTIaGO aBaSCaL: 
SPaNISH GOVT UNWILLING 
TO PROTECT EUROPEaN 
BORDERS

The supporters of European federalism, 

including the head of the Spanish 

government, refuse to protect the 

borders of Europe, Santiago Abascal, 

the leader of Spain’s VOX party, told 

public news channel M1 on Friday. The 

opposition right-wing politician visiting 

Hungary said that Pedro Sanchez, the 

left-wing Spanish prime minister, 

believes 250,000 new migrants are 

needed annually for his country’s 

pension system to be maintained.

Abascal said that at the same time, 

Spain has the highest unemployment 

rate in Europe. Commenting on his 

meeting with Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán on Thursday, he said VOX had 

admiration and respect for ruling 

Fidesz and Orbán for the courage 

taken to protect Hungary’s borders 

despite “international media attacks”. 

Abascal said that Hungary serves as a 

model not only in terms of migration 

but also in family policy. “It is also in 

Spain’s interest that have more Spanish 

children born because they will later 

have families and there will be no 

need to take in migrants to keep the 

economy going”, the VOX leader said.

JUSTICE MINISTER: 
HUNGaRIaN COE 
PRESIDENCy PRIORITIES 
‘GIVEN GREEN LIGHT’

Rik Daems, president of the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 

of Europe, has expressed “full support” 

for the priorities of CoE’s Hungarian 

presidency, including promoting 

effective protection for national 

minorities as well as environmental 

goals, the Hungarian justice minister 

said on Thursday.

Following informal talks with the 

president, Judit Varga wrote on 

Facebook that Daems welcomed the 

Hungarian presidency’s promotion of 

the right to a healthy environment as 

a high priority.

Varga said that the Hungarian 

government’s approach to the 

link between human rights and 

environmental protection was 

“realistic”, and insisted that effective 

environmental policies “might not 

hinder innovation and economic 

development”.

FIDESZ MEP: EP 
INTERFERING IN 
HUNGaRIaN INTERNaL 
POLITICS

Fidesz MEP Ádám Kósa has accused 

the European Parliament (EP) of 

interfering in Hungary’s internal 

affairs with a view to aiding the 

general election campaign of the 

country’s left-wing opposition.

Kósa told a press conference in 

Budapest on Thursday that he was 

outraged by the turn of events at a 

recent meeting of the EP’s Committee 

on Budgetary Control, with the 

announcement by the Greens of a 

public hearing into the use of EU 

budget funds. Normally such a hearing 

would be preceded by months of 

preparation, but it is set to take place 

in few days’ time, he said.

Kósa added that in spite of the general 

nature of the subject, only professionals 

and politicians dealing with Hungary 

had been nominated as speakers. 

Ákos Hadházy, an opposition MP, and 

Gabriella Nagy, head of Transparency 

International Hungary, have been invited 

to brief the public hearing, he said, 

adding that an American law professor 

who is often sharply critical of Hungary 

would also participate. At the last 

minute, three EP factions ensured that 

Transparency International’s Czech office 

manager would replace the Hungarian 

one, Kósa noted.

While government representatives are 

usually invited to this kind of meeting, 

this time they have been omitted, 

Kósa said, adding this was “unethical” 

and unprecedented. Kósa added that 

the Fidesz-KDNP parliamentary group 

protested vehemently.

CORONaVIRUS - 28 
FaTaLITIES, 448 NEW 
INFECTIONS

Fully 28 patients, generally elderly with 

co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 448 new infections 
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were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Friday. So far 5,084,642 

people have received a first jab, while 

3,445,557 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections went 

down to 84,719, while hospitals are 

treating 999 Covid patients who do 

not need respiratory assistance and an 

additional 121 who need respiratory 

support.

There are 10,790 people in official 

quarantine, while 5,786,609 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 803,567 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 29,682. Fully 689,166 people 

have made a recovery.

So far, most infections have been 

registered in Budapest and Pest 

County, followed by the counties of 

Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, Győr-Moson-

Sopron and Hajdú-Bihar.

CORONaVIRUS - CHIEF 
MEDICaL OFFICER: INDIaN 
VaRIaNT IDENTIFIED  
IN HUNGaRy

The Covid-19 variant first identified in 

India has been detected in Hungary, 

the chief medical officer told a 

press conference of the operative 

body responsible for the epidemic 

protection efforts on Friday. Of the two 

patients identified with the variant, one 

has already recovered and the other is 

being treated in hospital, but does not 

need a ventilator, Cecília Müller said. 

Neither patient had travelled abroad 

prior to the infection, so the source 

is yet to be determined, she added. 

Müller noted that scientific consensus 

was growing on the vaccines already 

in circulation being effective against 

the Indian variant.

Meanwhile, the pandemic continues 

to subside in the country, she said. The 

weekly average of new infections last 

week was 39% lower than on the 

week before, she said. The fall was 

sharpest in the southern Somogy and 

Csongrád-Csanád counties, 57 and 

53% respectively, while Vas county 

saw a 9% increase, she said.

A majority of new infections is 

registered among the working-age 

population, Müller said, and urged 

caution and the observance of 

protection measures.

István György, a state secretary of the 

Prime Minister’s Office and the head of 

the working group coordinating the 

vaccination campaign, said Hungary 

was one of the countries closest to 

herd immunity, with 90% of those 

registered, or 52% of the whole 

population, already inoculated. The 

high inoculation rate helped Hungary 

defeat the third wave of the pandemic, 

but the presence of the Indian variant 

has raised the spectre of a fourth wave, 

György said.

Meanwhile, Hungary has received 

334,000 doses of the Pfizer vaccine, of 

which 175,000 will be administered as a 

first jab. Fully 280,000 AstraZeneca and 

nearly 70,000 doses of Moderna vaccines 

will be given as second jabs, he said. The 

84,000 one-dose Janssen vaccines will 

be used on vaccination buses, which 

have already serviced 24,000 people in 

remote localities, he said.

DK: ORBÁN RESPONSIBLE 
FOR PaNDEMIC FaLLOUT 
HITTING EMPLOyEES

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán is 

responsible for the hit employees took 

in Hungary due to the fallout of the 

coronavirus pandemic, the opposition 

Democratic Coalition (DK) said on 

Friday.

In an interview with public 

broadcaster Kossuth Radio earlier on 

Friday, Orbán said the pandemic had 

hit “not only companies but also those 

of us who, like myself, are wage and 

salary-earners.”

Klára Dobrev, DK’s prime ministerial 

candidate for next year’s election, 

called Orbán’s remark “cynical” and “a 

prime example of the way the Fidesz 

elite mocks the honest masses”. 

Dobrev accused the government of 

botching the protection efforts and 

withholding help from the people, 

including a wide-spread salary 

compensation which she said was 

introduced in all EU countries bar 

Hungary. “Then the prime minister 

complains about the hardships that 

befell him on public radio,” she said.

KaRÁCSONy VOWS  
TO HOLD FIRM ON 9TH 
DISTRICT STUDENT 
QUaRTER PROJECT

Budapest’s metropolitan and 

9th district councils will not back 

down on plans to build a student 

quarter in the southern part of 
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the city, Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony said on Facebook on 

Thursday in reaction to the start 

of a parliamentary debate on the 

establishment of the local campus of 

China’s Fudan University in the same 

part of the city.

Citing a joint statement by 12 

economists containing arguments 

against the establishment of the 

Fudan University campus, Karácsony 

said the university would hurt the 

Hungarian economy because it would 

be financed from a loan from China 

with unfavourable terms.

The institution, he said, would also 

be bad for Budapest and specifically 

the 9th district because it would 

take space away from the planned 

student quarter. It would also hurt 

Hungary’s higher education sector 

“by leading to unacceptably large 

wage gaps and devaluing Hungarian 

universities”, the mayor argued. Also, 

it would deprive Hungarian students 

of affordable housing, he said, 

adding that the university’s tuition 

fees would be unaffordable for “99% 

of them”.

Karácsony said Fudan Hungary 

University would be “bad for anyone 

who doesn’t want their tax forints 

to serve the Chinese Communist 

Party’s influence”. “This project 

benefits China because it serves its 

own economic, political and covert 

interests,” Karácsony said. He added 

that the project could also benefit 

those linked to ruling Fidesz “who 

will no doubt get a little something 

out of the Chinese revenues”.

GOVT EyEING TO BUy 
FERIHEGy aIRPORT

The Hungarian government wants 

to buy the rights to operate Ferihegy 

airport, daily Népszava said on Friday 

citing information by daily Magyar 

Nemzet.

Last summer, Indotek Group 

managing director Dániel Jellinek 

made an offer on behalf of Hungarian 

and to a lesser extent American 

investors to airport operator 

Budapest Airport but the Canadian 

and Singaporean owners refused to 

sell, the paper said. According to the 

paper’s information, further talks about 

the potential sale will be handled 

by the minister of innovation. The 

government expects that Budapest 

Airport will be easier to acquire as 

a result of the weakened state of 

the aviation industry caused by the 

coronavirus pandemic, it said. The 

company has generated several tens of 

billions of forints in revenues for years 

but significant loan stock and dropping 

revenues could make it an easier target 

of acquisition, the paper said. In 2019 

profits totalled 30 billion forints (EUR 

85m) but last year’s figures are not yet 

available, it added.

WaGE GROWTH SLOWS  
TO 8.7% IN MaRCH

Year-on-year wage growth in Hungary 

slowed to 8.7% in March from 9.8% in 

the previous month, data released by 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) on 

Friday show. The data for businesses 

and institutions with at least five 

people on payroll show the average 

gross monthly wage for full-time 

employees stood at 435,200 forints 

(EUR 1,247). The average net wage 

was 289,400 forints, and the average 

gross median wage 343,000 forints. 

Calculating with twelve-month 

consumer price index of 3.7% in March, 

real wage growth stood at 4.8%, KSH 

said. Excluding the 80,800 Hungarians 

working full time in fostered work 

programmes -- who earned on 

average gross 84,900 forints in March 

-- the average gross monthly wage 

in Hungary was 445,600 forints. The 

average gross wage in the business 

sector, which includes state-owned 

companies, rose by 8.0% to 453,000 

forints, excluding fostered workers. 

The average gross wage in the public 

sector, excluding fostered workers, 

increased by 11.7% to 433,400 forints. 

People working in the ICT sector were 

the highest earners in March, getting 

a gross monthly 757,000 forints on 

average. People working in commercial 

accommodations and catering earned 

the least, 253,400 forints.

A broader set of data covering all 

full-time employees, not only the 

ones at employers with a payroll of 

five or more, show the average gross 

wage stood at 423,700 forints and 

the average net wage at 281,800 

forints in March. The median gross 

wage was 329,800 forints. Excluding 

fostered workers, full-timers earned a 

gross monthly 433,100 forints and net 

288,000 forints.
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Data for January-March show men 

earned, on average, 19.2% more 

than women during the period. ING 

Bank chief analyst Péter Virovácz 

said double-digit wage growth in 

the public sector was supported by 

policy-driven pay rises, while the 

increase in the private sector was 

still well over the 4 % hike in the 

statutory minimum wage. He added 

that wage growth linked to the re-

opening of the economy would be 

concentrated in the tourism, catering 

and entertainment sectors, where 

earnings are lower than average. He 

put full-year wage growth at around 

9%. Takarékbank senior analyst András 

Horváth said employers are being 

forced to raise pay to retain labour and 

because of the inflation environment. 

Takarékbank expects full-year wage 

growth could reach 9%, he added.

OVER 140,000 
HUNGaRIaNS SEEKING  
TO STay IN BRITaIN

So far over 140,000 Hungarian 

nationals have applied for permanent 

residency in the United Kingdom, 

according to figures published by 

the British Home Office on Thursday. 

Foreign nationals in Britain who 

had legally established residence in 

the country before the end of 2020 

will be allowed to stay, but they are 

required to apply for resident status. 

By March 31, 5.3 million citizens of the 

27 EU states applied, including 975,180 

Poles and 918,270 Romanians, 500,550 

Italians, 376,440 Portuguese, 320,850 

Spaniards and 140,460 Hungarians. 

Applicants have until June 30 to submit 

their request.

SOUTH KOREaN 
aMBaSSaDOR: MEMORIaL 
TO VICTIMS OF DaNUBE 
BOaT COLLISION 
‘IMPORTaNT SyMBOL’

A memorial to victims of a deadly 

boat collision on the River Danube in 

Budapest in May 2019 will “hopefully 

become an important symbol to 

both Koreans and Hungarians, a 

warning to prevent such tragedies 

from happening in the future”, 

the South Korean Ambassador to 

Hungary Park Chul-min said in an 

interview with daily Magyar Nemzet 

published on Friday. The paper said 

that on May 29, 2019 Hungary had 

its worst civilian boat accident when 

the Viking Sigyn cruise ship collided 

with the Hableány sightseeing 

boat, which had 33 South Korean 

tourists on board and a crew of two 

Hungarians. Seven tourists were 

rescued from the water after the 

collision and the rest died. One of the 

bodies has not been recovered. Park 

praised the Hungarian government’s 

cooperation in revealing the causes 

of the accident and the idea to raise 

a memorial in honour of the victims. 

He said the Hungarian people’s 

expressions of sympathy helped 

process the loss. Park expressed 

thanks to the foreign ministry for 

setting up a memorial at the foot 

of Margaret Bridge in cooperation 

with the Embassy of South Korea 

and the 5th district local government. 

The memorial will be opened on 

Monday and the foreign ministry 

of South Korea will send a high-

level delegation to Budapest for the 

occasion. “This will be an opportunity 

for continuing the development 

of personal diplomatic relations 

between the two countries,” he said.

GULyÁS WELCOMES 
WaRSaW’S NEW 
COLLEGIUM INTERMaRIUM 
LaW UNIVERSITy FOR CEE

Gergely Gulyás, the Hungarian prime 

minister’s chief of staff, welcomed 

the inauguration of Collegium 

Intermarium, a new university offering 

courses in law for students from the 

Three Seas (Trimarium) region, in 

Warsaw on Friday.

The new private university offering 

masters and post-graduate courses 

from October was accredited by 

the Polish education ministry at 

the initiative of Ordo Iuris, a Polish 

civil organisation of lawyers with 

conservative views. Education based 

on the traditional values of European 

civilisation of Roman law, Greek 

philosophy and Christian moral was 

defined as the mission of the university 

by its founders.

Addressing the inauguration 

ceremony in a video message, 

Gulyás said the new university 

will not only serve as a guardian of 

Polish and central European values, 

but “create a forum for protecting 
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Christian, conservative values that 

are close to the nations of the Three 

Seas Initiative area”.

“The university is poised to stand 

as a line of defence against the 

fundamentalist approach towards 

human rights and against political 

correctness raging in Europe,” Gulyás 

said. He called identity “the basis of a 

fruitful dialogue in Europe”, underlying 

the importance of an institution that 

addresses all topics with respect for 

European tradition and history.

On the occasion of the inauguration, 

an international lawyers’ conference 

was held. It was addressed by Tamás 

Sulyok, president of Hungary’s 

Constitutional Court, who discussed 

the aspects of Hungarian constitution 

and the issue of sovereignty.

COLLEGIUM HUNGaRICUM 
IN ROME REOPENS WITH 
‘DO NOT BE aFRaID’ 
EXHIBITION

The Collegium Hungaricum cultural 

centre in Rome has reopened to the 

public with an exhibition presenting 

works by 22 contemporary Hungarian 

artists.

The exhibition entitled “Do 

Not Be Afraid”, taking the famous 

quote by Pope John Paul II, has 

been organised as the first cultural 

event to introduce the International 

Eucharistic Congress that Budapest 

will host this September.

The quote has been chosen by 

Beáta Hauser, the show’s curator, 

who said the message stands today 

after months “of fear” raised by the 

pandemic.

The exhibition features more than 

fifty paintings, drawings, sculptures, 

and glass and metal structures in the 

centre near the Vatican.

Addressing the opening of the exhibition 

in the presence of representatives of the 

Vatican and diplomatic missions to Rome, 

Cardinal Piero Marini, President of the 

Pontifical Committee for International 

Eucharistic Congresses, highlighted the 

significance that a contemporary art 

exhibition has been chosen “to signal” the 

Budapest congress.

“The Eucharistic Congress serves as 

a symbol of a post-pandemic revival 

and hope for the whole of Europe and 

the world,” he said.


