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Both the prime minister and Abascal were in agreement that parties promoting the freedom and traditions of European 

nations that represent many million European citizens dedicated to traditional values must have their voices heard in the 

debate under way concerning the future of Europe, Orbán’s press chief said. Europe needs national sovereignty, border 

protection, proper family policy and respect for cultural roots, they agreed at the meeting on Thursday.

Protecting the European Union’s external borders and lifting internal border controls will “remain a priority” after the 

coronavirus pandemic recedes, with a view to restoring free movement within the community, Katalin Novák, the deputy 

leader of ruling Fidesz told a press conference at the Röszke border station held together with Abascal. Novak highlighted 

Vox as a “notable voice against migration”. Controlling the external borders will “guarantee security for us all”, she added. 

Abascal said his party was seeking cooperation with other parties with the same standpoint that “protecting the borders 

is key for our future”.

Santiago Abascal, the leader of Spain’s VOX party, has met Viktor Orbán in Budapest.

ORBÁN MEETS SPaIN’S VOX PaRTy HEaD
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGaRy TO 
DONaTE 100,000 VaCCINE 
DOSES TO CaPE VERDE

Hungary is donating 100,000 Covid-19 

vaccine doses to Cape Verde to help 

the island nation in its fight against 

the pandemic and prevent the 

emergence of a new migration wave 

from there, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said in Lisbon. Hungary will 

deliver 100,000 doses of AstraZeneca’s 

Covid jab to Cape Verde on June 8 

in response to the African country’s 

plea for help, the minister told MTI. 

Szijjártó is attending an informal 

meeting of European Union foreign 

ministers in Lisbon focused mainly 

on the future of EU-Africa relations. 

“If we can’t provide help locally in the 

fight against the pandemic’s health 

and economic crises, then we need 

to be prepared for the emergence of 

more massive illegal migration waves,” 

Szijjártó said.

The African countries, he said, had 

already been in a difficult situation 

before the pandemic. “Many parts 

of the continent are dealing with 

deteriorating living standards, 

and now there’s the pandemic on 

top of that, which could trigger a 

new migration wave,” he said. “If 

hundreds of thousands or millions 

decide to set off for Europe again, 

we’ll be under very serious pressure, 

and it would be very difficult to 

manage,” he added.

Szijjártó said he and his EU 

counterparts had discussed the 

need to prioritise the distribution 

of vaccines in Africa. “If only this 

had been the case in Europe before, 

rather than Brussels viewing vaccines 

as some ideological or geopolitical 

issue,” Szijjártó said. “It would be nice 

if the other European countries also 

provided actual help to the African 

countries as opposed to just paying 

lip service to the idea.”

HUNGaRIaN CONSULaTE 
OPENS IN MaLaGa

Hungary opened a new consulate in 

Malaga, marking its third diplomatic 

mission in Spain after the embassy 

in Madrid and the consulate-general 

in Barcelona. Speaking at the 

inauguration ceremony of the new 

consulate, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said that “in a world that 

is just restarting”, there’s a greater 

need for interest representation and 

on-site assistance and diplomatic 

services. He also said that tourism 

was among the greatest losers of 

the coronavirus pandemic, falling 

by 87% globally in the past year and 

revenues from the sector dropped 

by over a 1,000 billion dollars, 

endangering 100-120 million jobs 

worldwide. “People will now set off 

again and we must be prepared to 

be able to help our citizens when 

necessary during their travels 

abroad.”

Szijjártó said opening a foreign 

mission in Andalusia was also 

a reasonable move in terms of 

economic interest representation 

considering that Andalusia, being 

the second largest autonomous 

community in Spain, contributed 15% 

to the country’s GDP. Additionally, it 

has significance for sports diplomacy 

because many first-class Hungarian 

football teams choose the region 

to train during the winter, he said. 

“We would like to see this also apply 

the other way round and sports 

cooperation to become bilateral.” 

Also, the consulate could help around 

4,000 Hungarian citizens living in 

Andalusia maintain active relations 

with their motherland.

Deputy government commissioner 

Teófilo Ruiz Municio said Spain would 

like to see Hungarian tourists return as 

soon as possible, adding that before 

the pandemic in 2019, some 300,000 

Hungarians visited Spain.

aRMy COMMaNDER STEPS 
DOWN

Ferenc Korom is stepping down 

from his duties as commander 

of the Hungarian armed forces, 

according to a decree published in 

the official gazette Magyar Közlöny. 

President János Áder appointed 

Lieutenant General Ferenc Korom 

as commander of the army on 

January 15 in 2019. His term was to 

have expired on May 15 in 2023. The 

defence ministry told MTI that it 

was Korom who had asked Defence 

Minister Tibor Benkő to allow him 

to step down, citing the full and 

successful completion of tasks 

assigned to him in 2018. These tasks 
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included separating the Hungarian 

army from the defence ministry and 

moving it to a new headquarters in 

Székesfehérvár, in western Hungary, 

and the restructuring of the armed 

forces. The tasks also included 

preparing the modernisation of the 

armed forces and an upgrade of 

military hardware. Korom, as chief of 

staff, was an exemplary commander 

of the army in tasks related to 

pandemic defence, the ministry said 

in a statement. “Chief of staff Korom 

expressed the view that new tasks 

faced by the Hungarian Armed forces 

require a different type of leader. At 

the same time, he plans to continue 

using his experience and knowledge 

in the service of Hungary abroad,” 

the ministry said in the statement, 

adding that no decision has been 

made yet on Korom’s replacement.

HUNGaRy RECORDS 32 
COVID FaTaLITIES, 396 
NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 32 patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over 

the past 24 hours, while 213 

new infections were registered, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Thursday. 

So far 5,056,262 people have received 

a first jab, while 3,328,047 have 

been fully vaccinated. The number 

of active infections went down to 

91,164, while hospitals are treating 

1,215 Covid patients, 136 of whom 

need respiratory assistance. There are 

11,432 people in official quarantine, 

while 5,771,058 tests have been 

officially carried out. Since the first 

outbreak, 803,119 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 29,654. Fully 682,301 people 

have made a recovery. So far, most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed 

by the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén, Győr-Moson-Sopron and 

Hajdú-Bihar.

MÁV: INTERNaTIONaL 
TRaIN SERVICES TO 
RESUME IN JUNE

Hungarian railways MÁV said on 

Thursday that significant improvement 

in the epidemic situation will allow 

several of its international services to 

resume from June 1. Hourly services 

between Budapest and Vienna will 

resume through Hegyeshalom, the 

company said in a statement. A direct 

Railjet express service and night train 

to Switzerland will also restart and 

trains will leave for Munich every two 

hours during the day, in addition to a 

night service.

Services between Romania and 

Hungary will be gradually restarted 

and a Wrocław–Berlin service will 

again operate from May 24, in addition 

to trains to Krakow and Warsaw from 

May 26. Metropolitan EuroCity trains 

to Slovakia and the Czech Republic 

will again run from June 1, with full 

services resuming after June 13. 

Báthory EuroCity trains will again 

operate to Poland from June 1, daily 

two InterCity services will operate to 

Košice (Kassa) and trains will restart 

to Serbia through Kelebia. One daily 

service will be again available between 

Budapest and Zagreb from June 25.

LMP: aMENDMENT 
PROPOSaL ON LaW 
aGaINST PaEDOPHILES 
INaDEQUaTE

Opposition LMP’s deputy group 

leader on Thursday said it was 

“shocking” that an amendment 

proposal to the law against 

paedophiles submitted by the 

ruling parties fails to classify children 

appearing on pornographic images 

and recordings as victims. Márta 

Demeter told an online press 

conference that LMP was asking 

for the ruling parties’ support for 

an LMP proposal which aims to 

prevent paedophiles from having 

jobs that involve contact with 

children. She cited the case of 

former Hungarian ambassador to 

Peru Gábor Kaleta whose computer 

was found to contain images of 

child pornography. If the children 

appearing on such images are not 

classified as victims then it is doubtful 

whether the perpetrator can be 

banned from getting involved in 

activities with children in the future, 

she added. Demeter also said that 

the government had not answered 

a query on whether a national 

security screening had been initiated 

in Kaleta’s case. As a result, it is not 

known whether the former diplomat 

would be banned from access to state 

secrets, she added.
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PÁRBESZÉD TURNS 
TO PRESIDENT OVER 
PROTECTION OF LaKES

The opposition Párbeszéd party 

on Thursday said it is turning to 

President János Áder after parliament’s 

sustainable development committee 

rejected an opposition bill aimed at 

protecting Hungary’s natural lakes. 

Párbeszéd MP Olivio Kocsis-Cake told 

a press conference that his party, the 

Democratic Coalition, Jobbik, LMP and 

the Socialists are seeking Áder’s help 

in integrating their proposals on the 

protection of Hungary’s natural lakes 

into the country’s legal system. The 

opposition bill recently voted down 

by the sustainable development 

committee’s ruling Fidesz majority 

had been drafted by NGOs operating 

near Hungary’s lakes, Kocsis-Cake said. 

He said the bill would have proposed 

solutions to environmental problems 

plaguing the Lake Balaton, Lake Fertő, 

Lake Öreg and Lake Velence areas.

DK CaLLS ON GOVT TO Pay 
FOR PCR TESTS REQUIRED 
FOR TRaVELS By 
RECIPIENTS OF EaSTERN 
JaBS

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has called on the government 

to cover the cost of PCR tests for 

Hungarians who wish to travel 

abroad but were inoculated with 

coronavirus vaccines that are not 

approved in European Union countries. 

Zoltán Varga, spokesman of DK’s 

parliamentary group, noted that his 

party had warned the government 

repeatedly of the difficulties recipients 

of the Chinese and Russia vaccines 

would face because most European 

countries only accept vaccines 

approved by the European Medicines 

Agency. Varga said the cabinet should 

bear the extra costs of tests and 

apologise for having misled the public 

that those inoculated with Eastern 

vaccines would be allowed to travel 

unimpeded.

FINaNCE MINISTER PUTS 
Q2 GDP GROWTH aT 12-
14%

Hungary’s economy could grow by 

around 12-14% in the second quarter, 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga said 

at an annual meeting of the Joint 

Venture Association. Varga noted 

that Hungary’s GDP rose by 1.9% 

quarter-on-quarter in the first quarter, 

compared to an average decline of 

0.4% for the European Union as a 

whole and a 0.6% drop for the euro 

zone. Hungary’s government targets 

full-year GDP growth of 4.3% for 2021.

MINISTER: HUNGaRy 
WON’T aCCEPT CaP DEaL 
THaT HURTS FaRMERS

Hungary will not accept an agreement 

on the European Union’s Common 

Agricultural Policy that hurts 

Hungarians who make a living from 

agriculture, István Nagy, the minister 

of agriculture, said after the first day 

of a meeting of the bloc’s Agriculture 

and Fisheries Council in Brussels on 

Wednesday.

Nagy said in a statement that the 

meeting focusing on the regulatory 

framework of the CAP for the 2023-

2027 period could turn out to be a 

decisive one for Hungary’s agriculture 

sector and the future of Hungarian 

farmers.

The meeting will decide the 

conditions under which Hungarian 

farmers will get the funding they 

are entitled to, following a two-year 

transitional period, the minister said. In 

a video message posted on Facebook, 

Nagy said Hungary believes that 

farmers who farm smaller lands, “and 

are therefore more vulnerable”, should 

receive special treatment, arguing that 

“they are the ones who shape rural 

Hungary.” “We also stand by preserving 

the funding allocated to livestock 

farms, fruit and vegetable producers 

as well as protein plant farmers,” the 

minister said. “For them, this is about 

their livelihood.”

Nagy said most of the 

disagreements were about 

questions concerning the funds to 

be allocated towards environmental 

and climate protection. Hungary’s 

goal is to strike a balance between 

the aspects of competitiveness 

and climate protection, he said. 

Hungary is fighting for a funding 

system that advances sustainability 

by encouraging farmers, rather than 

punishing them, Nagy said. Payments 

made to farmers based on the size 
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of the farmland must continue to 

guarantee income security, he said, 

adding that rural development funds 

must serve to boost competitiveness.

STaTE-OWNED STUDENT 
LOaN PROVIDER EXPaNDS 
CREDIT TO CONTINUING 
EDUCaTION

State-owned student loan provider 

Diákhitel will expand its credit to adult 

education and vocational training 

programmes that run for longer 

than three months from May 31, daily 

Magyar Nemzet said on Thursday. The 

loans will be available to Hungarians 

between the ages of 18 and 55 and 

have conditions identical to those for 

borrowers working toward their first 

tertiary education degree. Diákhitel 

CEO Péter Magyar told the paper the 

new opportunity could make a “big 

contribution to maintaining positive 

labour market trends”.

Hungarians enrolled in continuing 

education or re-training programmes 

may take out up to 150,000 forints a 

month of free-purpose Diákhitel credit 

with an annual interest rate of 1.99% 

and up to 500,000 forints of interest-

free credit to cover the cost of tuition. 

The free-purpose credit will be capped 

at 8,250,000 forints per borrower to 

prevent over-indebtedness, Magyar 

said.

He added that around 120,000 

Hungarians could be eligible for the 

credit at present. Supporting life-long 

learning is a priority for the Hungarian 

government, Magyar said.

HUNGaRy HELPS TO 
SUPPORT PROJECTS IN 
BOSNIa-HERZEGOVINa

The Hungary Helps programme is 

supporting the construction of a 

Catholic Church and the renovation 

of a grammar school in central Bosnia, 

Tristan Azbej, the state secretary 

responsible for aiding persecuted 

Christians, told MTI on Thursday 

after visiting the facilities with local 

leaders. The projects are aimed at 

reinforcing the Christian communities 

and promoting their peaceful co-

existence with the Muslim majority, 

Azbej said, adding that the grammar 

school is scheduled to reopen for 500 

students next year. The state secretary 

said that tens of thousands of illegal 

migrants arrive in Bosnia-Herzegovina 

each year. He insisted that thousands 

of them gather in Bihać, the worst-

hit area, “breaking laws and local 

rules while making no attempt at 

integration”, with a deleterious effect 

on public security in that region. Most 

recently, Hungary Helps has launched 

humanitarian projects to mitigate the 

risk of migration while promoting the 

co-existence of local communities and 

illegal migrants, Azbej said.

NUMBER OF CRIMES IN 
BUDaPEST DROPS 19% IN 
2020

The number of crimes reported in 

Budapest dropped by an annual 19% in 

2020, according to a report submitted 

to the city by municipal police BRFK. 

According to the report published 

on budapest.hu, the police recorded 

43,653 crimes in 2019 and 35,426 

last year. Last year, 15 murders were 

committed, two more than in 2019. 

Cases of corporal injury decreased by 

5.9%, from 1,364 cases to 1,284, with 7 

cases resulting in death in 2019 and 5 

in 2020. The police investigated 2,295 

cases of rowdy behaviour in the city 

last year, down 8.5%.

Drug trafficking, however, was up 

by 13.2%, with 174 cases in 2019 and 

197 last year. Thefts were down by 

23.2%, from 17,140 to 13,166. Budapest 

police increased the efficacy of their 

investigations from 51.3% to 55.2%, the 

report said. Fully 2,932 people were 

injured in road accidents in Budapest 

last year, down by 23.1%.

JOBLESS RaTE RISES TO 
4.4% IN aPRIL

Hungary’s jobless rate was 4.4% in 

April, climbing 0.4 percentage point 

from the previous month as well as 

from the same month a year earlier, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said. The rate covers unemployment 

among people between the ages of 

15 and 74. In absolute terms, there 

were 211,100 unemployed, up 17,500 

from the previous month and 24,000 

more than a year earlier. The monthly 

employment rate for the 15-74 age 

group fell to 61.9% in April, edging 

down 0.7 percentage point from a 

month earlier. In absolute terms, there 

were 4,559,300 employed, 56,700 fewer 
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than a month earlier, but up 36,200 

from twelve months earlier.

Commenting on the data, Sándor 

Bodó, state secretary for employment 

policy at the Ministry of Innovation and 

Technology (ITM), said that thanks 

to the government’s economic 

protection measures, Hungary 

registered the European Union’s fourth 

lowest unemployment rate in April. 

Bodó told public television channel M1 

that the April data reflected the period 

before the economy had reopened. 

The services sector is showing an 

increasingly high demand for labour, 

he said, adding that this meant that 

employment was likely to keep 

rising. However, with the number 

of employed being down 66,000 

compared with December 2019, he 

said, it was clear that the economy 

needed to add at least this many jobs 

in the coming months. He highlighted 

the IT, financial, technology, 

agriculture and construction sectors 

as the strongest industries in terms of 

employment, adding that the tourism 

and catering sectors were still in need 

of government support.

Takarékbank analyst András Horváth 

said the rise in unemployment in April 

was on the back of the impact of the 

third wave of the pandemic and an 

improvement could be expected in 

the coming months as the economy 

reopens. He put the unemployment 

rate for the full year at under 4%. 

ING Bank analyst Péter Virovácz said 

layoffs that businesses made as the 

third wave hit may have now entered 

the statistics. The gradual easing of 

pandemic restrictions from April is 

expected to show up in employment 

indicators in the coming months, he 

added.

FIRST HUNGaRIaN 
MOTION PICTURE 
FESTIVaL TO SHOW 84 
FILMS

A total of 84 titles will be shown at 

the Hungarian Motion Picture Festival 

between June 23-26 in the Lake 

Balaton region, in western Hungary, 

the programme director said. The 

festival, organised for the first time and 

taking place in Veszprém, a European 

Capital of Culture in 2023, as well as in 

Balatonfüred and Balatonalmádi, will 

feature premieres of nine films, Péter 

Muszatics told a press conference. The 

festival will open with the evening 

screening of Péter Varsics’s Így Vagy 

Tökéletes (You’re perfect as you are), 

a romantic comedy set in Budapest, 

in the Veszprém Castle.

Zoltán Huszárik’s 1971 great classic 

Sinbad will also be shown, followed by 

a roundtable discussion. In this context, 

Muszatics said six local restaurants will 

offer dishes on their menu featured in 

the film. The Confrontation, the first 

colour film by Miklós Jancsó set in 1947, 

will also be shown and tours organised 

to shooting venues in Veszprem 

featured in the film.

Speaking at the same press 

conference, Csaba Káel, government 

commissioner for developing 

Hungary’s motion picture industry, 

noted that Hungarian filmmaking 

is celebrating its 120th anniversary 

this year. “It is a great pleasure 

to launch this new event in this 

anniversary year, a celebration of 

the cultural prestige of Hungarian 

film by audiences and the profession 

alike,” Káel said. On the festival’s 

sidelines, roundtable discussions, 

youth and children’s programmes 

will be held, as well as literary 

events and concerts. The event can 

be attended free of charge after 

preliminary registration and with a 

Covid immunity certificate.


