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At a press conference held jointly with Arancha González Laya, Szijjártó also emphasised the two countries’ close cooperation 

in their fight against people smuggling rings. “We mustn’t forget about the long-term security threats that will come down 

on us if we don’t address them properly,” he said. “Illegal migration is one of these.” Szijjártó underscored the need to 

eliminate human smuggling “as a business model before it’s too late”. He said Hungary’s position on the issue of migration 

was clear. “We insist on our right to decide whom we let into Hungary and whom we don’t … which is exactly why we 

don’t accept any form of mandatory resettlement quotas or Brussels deciding whom we have to take in,” he said, adding 

that only legal immigrants are allowed to enter Europe. He said Hungary was also counting on its cooperation with Spain 

during its six-month presidency of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe.

González Laya welcomed the Hungarian parliament’s approval of the EU’s post-pandemic recovery package, noting that 

only three more member states needed to ratify it.

Hungary and Spain agree on the need to protect the European Union’s external 
borders and to provide help to communities in need in their homeland, Foreign 
Minister Péter Szijjártó said after meeting his Spanish counterpart in Madrid.

HUNGARY, SPAIN ‘ALLIES ON BORDER PROTECTION’
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PARLT APPROVES EU 
BUDGET, POST-PANDEMIC 
RECOVERY PACKAGE

Hungarian lawmakers on 

Wednesday approved legislation 

ratifying the European Union’s 

2021-2027 budget framework and 

post-pandemic recovery package, 

with 170 votes in favour and no MPs 

present voting against. According 

to the justification of the bill 

submitted by the finance minister, 

ratification is a requirement for 

the EU to draw a record 750 billion 

euro loan for the recovery package 

in the financial markets and a 

prerequisite for launching the EU’s 

Recovery and Resilience financing 

programme.

LAWMAKERS PASS 2021 
BUDGET AMENDMENTS

Hungarian lawmakers on Wednesday 

passed amendments to the 2021 

budget which now contains a 

deficit target of 7.5% of GDP based 

on European Union accounting 

rules and public debt of 79.9% of 

GDP. Altogether 115 MPs voted in 

favour and 54 against. When the 

2021 budget was approved in July 

2020, GDP had been expected to 

shrink by 3% before growing by 

4.8% this year, but further waves 

of the pandemic caused Hungary’s 

economy to contract by 5% in 2020, 

and GDP is now expected to grow 

by 4.3% in 2021.

PEST COUNTY NOW 
ELIGIBLE FOR STAND-
ALONE EU DEVELOPMENT 
FUNDING 

Pest County is now eligible to apply for 

European Union development funding 

independently of the state, state secretary 

for European Union Development Policy 

at the Ministry of Human Resources, 

Eszter Vitályos, told a press conference, 

noting that in the 2021-2027 period, Pest 

County enterprises, local councils, church 

and NGOs would have direct access to 

a larger pot of funding. Jenő Schmidt, 

President of the National Association 

of Local Governments (TÖOSZ), said 

Pest County needed large amounts of 

resources for education, health care, 

social care, kindergartens, nurseries, roads 

and pavements, adding that the county 

received 380,000 forints (EUR 1,087) per 

person from EU development funds in the 

2007-2013 funding cycle, and this would 

rise to 700,000-900,000 forints. István 

Szabó, head of the county’s assembly, 

noted that Pest County is Hungary’s 

largest county, with more than 1.3 million 

residents, and yet it has not made the top 

three in terms of economic output and 

its districts are among the country’s most 

backward.

CIVIL ORGS CALL ON GOVT 
TO WITHDRAW PROPOSAL 
ON SALE OF COUNCIL-
OWNED RENTAL FLATS

Professional organisations have called 

for the withdrawal of draft legislation 

on the mandatory sale of local council-

owned rental apartments, originally 

maintained by councils to help 

vulnerable citizens. At a joint press 

conference in front of Parliament, 

representatives of 32 organisations 

said the proposal would harm a basic 

right enshrined in the constitution and 

made social housing policy impossible. 

Zsolt Szegfalvi, the leader of Habitat 

for Humanity Hungary, said the 

proposal would be the final blow to 

an already struggling rental flat system 

and social housing policy. Also, it 

lacked any professional background, he 

said. Vera Kovács, a co-leader of Utcáról 

Lakásba, an NGO working to provide 

housing for homeless citizens, said 

social mobility would all but disappear 

if rental housing was eliminated. Young 

people wanting to find work in the 

city would be unable to move there 

unless they had property in the family, 

which would exclude those coming 

from state care, among others, she said. 

Márton Gede of the Város Mindenkié 

group noted that selling council-

owned rental apartments would 

deprive homeless people of the hope 

of moving to “normal housing” from 

crowded shelters.

András Pikó, the mayor of 

Budapest’s 8th district, said the 

proposal “isn’t simply stupid, it’s 

sinful”. It would expose vulnerable 

citizens to fraudsters, as many would 

need to turn to loan sharks to buy 

their flats, he said. Pikó noted an 

amendment proposal that would 

restrict the legislation to historical 

buildings. “While that would be a 
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huge political success, the law would 

remain tantamount to robbery,” he 

said, and called on the government 

to withdraw the proposal entirely.

COE: HUNGARY PROGRESSES 
IN FIGHT AGAINST MONEY 
LAUNDERING, TERRORISM 
FINANCING

Hungary has taken steps to tackle 

money laundering and terrorism 

financing, and to comply with the 

standards of Moneyval, the Council of 

Europe’s expert committee, the body 

said. The Committee of Experts on the 

Evaluation of Anti-Money Laundering 

Measures and the Financing of Terrorism 

published its follow-up report on a 

2016 review on Wednesday. Moneyval 

has decided to keep Hungary in an 

“enhanced follow-up process”, designed 

to monitor the country’s progress in 

measures against money laundering 

and terrorism financing through annual 

follow-ups. At the same time, the body 

said Hungary has improved legislation 

regarding politically exposed persons, 

in line with the recommendations 

of the Financial Action Task Force 

(FATF), an informal body setting the 

standards for the review. “Hungary is 

now rated as compliant on five of the 

40 FATF Recommendations, and largely 

compliant on 29 of them. It remains 

partially compliant on six of the 40 

FATF Recommendations,” the report 

said. Hungary slid back on complying 

with the recommendation on virtual 

assets and service providers, and is now 

“partially compliant”, it added.

LMP ACCUSES ORBÁN  
OF GREENWASHING

The opposition LMP has slammed 

Viktor Orbán’s recent remarks on 

climate protection, calling on the 

prime minister to “take action 

rather than holding propaganda 

speeches”. After a two-day summit 

of the European Union’s heads 

of state and government, Orbán 

said on Tuesday that Hungary 

wanted large polluters rather than 

Hungarian families to bear the 

costs of climate protection, saying 

ordinary people should not have 

to pay higher taxes on fuel and 

household energy.

In a video posted on Facebook on 

Wednesday, LMP party co-leader 

Erzsébet Schmuck accused the prime 

minister of “continuing to block more 

stringent climate regulations” in the 

EU and of “protecting the interests of 

the German car industry as opposed 

to the Hungarian people.” Schmuck 

said the government channelled 

huge sums of money towards the 

car industry, which was responsible 

for a big chunk of carbon dioxide 

emissions. She said Orbán was 

correct that large corporations 

played a significant role in climate 

change, and she urged green 

taxation policies as a deterrent.

Meanwhile, 60% of carbon dioxide 

emissions in Hungary come from 

households and transport, she 

said. LMP has called for complex 

reconstruction programmes and the 

development of community transport 

to make more efficient use of energy 

and boost the use of sustainable 

resources, she said. 

The LMP co-leader called on 

Orbán to back her party’s proposal 

to target a 65% reduction in carbon 

emissions by 2030, rather than the 

40% proposed by the Fidesz majority. 

“Unless the government starts down 

that path, the Hungarian people will 

pay the price of the adverse effects 

of climate change rather than large 

polluters -- all propaganda speeches 

notwithstanding,” she said.

GOVT OFFICIAL: HUNGARY 
A WORLD LEADER  
IN COVID VACCINATIONS

Hungary has overtaken the United 

States in terms of the percentage of 

its population who have received the 

first dose of a Covid-19 vaccine and 

has all but caught up with the United 

Kingdom in full vaccination rate, a 

foreign ministry official said. Fully 51.1% 

of Hungary’s population has received 

the first vaccine dose, compared with 

49.5% in the US, Tamás Menczer, the 

state secretary for communications 

and international representation, 

said in a video posted on Facebook, 

noting the European Union average 

first dose vaccination rate of 32.5%. 

So far, 32.7% of Hungarians have been 

fully vaccinated, putting the country 

just behind the UK, which has a full 

vaccination rate of 34%, Menczer 

said. Meanwhile, the EU average full 

vaccination rate is 16%, he added.
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HUNGARY RECORDS  
41 COVID FATALITIES,  
213 NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 41 patients, generally elderly with 

co-morbidities, died over the past 24 

hours, while 213 new infections were 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Wednesday. So far 5,040,222 people 

have received a first jab, while 3 196 

604 have been fully vaccinated. The 

number of active infections stands 

at 98,019, while hospitals are treating 

1,373 Covid patients, 148 of whom 

need respiratory assistance. There are 

11,878 people in official quarantine, 

while 5,756,599 tests have been 

officially carried out. Since the first 

outbreak, 802,723 infections have been 

registered, while fatalities have risen to 

29,622. Fully 675,082 people have made 

a recovery. So far, most infections have 

been registered in Budapest and Pest 

County, followed by the counties of 

Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, Győr-Moson-

Sopron and Hajdú-Bihar.

BEIJING-BASED ANSO  
TO HOST INTL CONFERENCE 
ON RESEARCH, HIGHER 
EDUCATION

The Beijing based Alliance of 

International Science Organizations 

(ANSO) is holding a two-day 

international online conference 

focusing on research and higher 

education on May 27-28, the Hungarian 

Academy of Sciences (HAS) said. The 

event will address topics such as 

promoting the aspects of scientific 

research in higher education, involving 

research institutions in education and 

linking basic research and innovation, 

the academy said in a statement. The 

event will also be addressed by Chen 

Zhimin, vice president of Beijing’s 

Fudan University, who will unveil plans 

relating to Fudan’s future Budapest 

campus. Guest speakers include 

Ferenc Hudecz, the deputy president 

of HAS, Erhard Busek, former deputy 

chancellor of Austria, Alexei Khokhlov, 

deputy president of the Russian 

Academy of Sciences, among other 

foreign speakers.

STREET NAMED AFTER 
FOOTBALL LEGEND 
PUSKÁS OPENED  
IN MADRID

A street named after legendary 

footballer Ferenc Puskás, a member of 

Hungary’s 1950s Golden Team and also 

Spanish football club Real Madrid, was 

inaugurated in Madrid on Wednesday. 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó told the 

ceremony in the Vicálvaro district of 

Madrid that “we are proud of Ferenc 

Puskás as the most well-known 

Hungarian who had a remarkable 

career in a historic period full of 

difficulties and challenges”. The street 

sign was unveiled in the company of 

György Szöllősi, the official ambassador 

of Hungarian football tradition and 

affairs concerning Puskás. Szijjártó 

noted that Puskás was still remembered 

around the world despite having died 

15 years ago. He said Puskás was a 

link between Hungary and Spain and 

he expressed thanks to the Spanish 

people, to Real Madrid and the city of 

Madrid for nurturing his memory.

Emilio Butragueño, international 

director for Real Madrid, said Puskás 

had been an essential figure in 

the history of Real Madrid and the 

legendary story of the club could not 

be understood without him. Puskás 

was a member of an “unforgettable 

generation that contributed to Real 

Madrid growing into a myth”, he 

added. Puskás went to Spain after 

Hungary’s failed 1956 anti-Soviet 

uprising and he played in Real Madrid 

between 1958 and 1966.

GOVT OFFICIAL: NUMBER 
OF INTL STUDENTS IN 
HUNGARY UP TWO-THIRDS 
SINCE 2013

The number of international students 

studying in Hungarian higher 

education institutions has increased 

by more than two-thirds since 

2013 thanks to the government’s 

strategy aimed at strengthening 

the international role and relations 

of Hungarian universities, an official 

of the innovation and technology 

ministry said. The number of 

international students enrolled at 

Hungarian universities climbed over 

38,000 in the 2019/2020 academic 

year, close to the 40,000 target 

for 2023 set by Innovation and 

Technology Minister László Palkovics 

in 2014, the ministry cited state 

secretary Tamás Schanda as saying.
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The government’s aim is for 

Hungarian universities to have a 

central role in research, development 

and innovation and to strengthen 

their relations with businesses and 

international institutions, Schanda said. 

About half of foreign students believe 

a degree earned in Hungary will be 

more valuable than one awarded in 

their home countries, he added.

BUDAPEST AIRPORT 
SIGNS SISTER AIRPORT 
AGREEMENT WITH CHINA’S 
PUDONG

Budapest Airport, which operates 

Liszt Ferenc International, signed 

a sister airport agreement with 

Shanghai Pudong International 

Airport during a Chinese-Hungarian 

logistics and e-commerce forum. 

“The aim behind the signing of 

the sister airport agreement is to 

launch, in the framework of even 

closer cooperation, new passenger 

and cargo flights between the two 

airports, as soon as the regulatory 

framework allows, which could 

greatly facilitate touristic, economic 

and commercial relations between 

the continents,” Budapest Airport 

said. Passenger numbers at Shanghai 

Pudong International Airport reached 

about 76 million in 2019, while cargo 

volume came to 3.6 million tonnes. 

Eastern Air Logistics, a subsidiary of 

China Eastern Airlines also announced 

at the forum that it will operate a 

direct cargo flight between Ningbo 

and Budapest from the end of May.

Budapest Airport co-organised the 

forum with the Hungarian consulate 

in Shanghai. Participants from China 

included the Shanghai Association of 

Social Sciences (SASS), the Shanghai 

International Port Group (SIPG), PwC 

Shanghai, China COSCO Shipping 

Corporation, China Eastern Airlines, 

Eastern Air Logistics, Alibaba, Cainiao 

Logistics and the China International 

Electronic Commerce Center (CIECC). 

Hungary was represented by the 

Hungarian Investment Promotion 

Agency (HIPA), the Hungarian-Chinese 

Chamber of Economy, Budapest 

Airport, CECZ Közép-európai, R-BAG 

Hungária, the National Tax and 

Customs Administration (NAV) and 

European Chinese Supply Chain (ECSC).

HALF OF HUNGARIANS 
READY TO RETRAIN

Nearly half of Hungarians are ready 

to retrain to find jobs in fields widely 

different from their expertise, 

according to an international survey 

conducted by the Boston Consulting 

Group, The Network, and profession.

hu. Fully 49% of Hungarians said 

they would be ready to retrain and 

another 47% said they would do 

it to retain their jobs. Over half of 

Hungarians working in retail, health 

care, telecommunications and finance 

said they were open to training in 

another field. According to the survey 

conducted between October and 

December last year, 36% of employees 

worldwide have suffered layoffs or 

reduced working hours due to the 

coronavirus pandemic. In Hungary, that 

figure was 32%, on par with Finland 

and Serbia, the statement said. 

The economic fallout hit older 

and more highly trained Hungarians 

harder than the global average. 

Layoffs and reduced working hours 

affected 87% of workers in the 

hospitality industry, but other sectors 

including retail, media, finance and 

energy have also suffered, they said. 

Respondents see the IT, marketing 

and human resources sectors as 

attractive career opportunities. The 

survey was conducted between 

October and December last year 

with nearly 210,000 respondents in 

190 countries. Fully 1,100 Hungarian 

employees participated, 49% of 

whom were university graduates.


