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“We can say goodbye to our masks,” Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said on Facebook on Saturday, adding that it had been clear 

for the past few months that “if we want our normal, healthy, happy lives back, it is with the vaccines that we can successfully 

protect ourselves against the virus.” “We have achieved that goal now!” Orbán said, thanking everyone who contributed 

to the effort and decided to take the vaccine and asking those who have not yet been vaccinated to get inoculated.

The government has issued a decree on the next stage of Hungary’s reopening, emphasising that certain restrictions 

will only be lifted for those who are immune to the virus. Physical distancing and mask-wearing will remain mandatory in 

shopping malls. Masks will also be required in enclosed areas in which people with Covid immunity may mix with people 

who haven’t been inoculated against the virus, such as on public transport and in shops. Wedding receptions are limited 

to 200 people, while up to 50 people can attend private and family events.

Hungary passed 5 million vaccinations over the weekend, allowing it to lift most of 
its coronavirus restrictions, including the night-time curfew as well as the rules on 
outdoor mask-wearing and social distancing.

HUNGARY LIFTS MOST COVID RESTRICTIONS

Closing day of EU summit in Brussels

Cbank Monetary Council holds rate-
setting meeting
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DECREE CODIFIES RULES ON 
NEXT STAGE OF REOPENING

The rules applying to the next stage of 

Hungary’s reopening, including those on 

the attendance of outdoor and indoor 

events, have been codified in a decree 

published in the latest issue of the official 

gazette Magyar Közlöny. Cultural events, 

with the exception of music and dance 

events, sporting events, indoor events 

and outdoor events with more than 500 

people can be attended by those with 

immunity certificates and accompanied 

minors. Only people with vaccination 

certificates can attend music and dance 

events. Professional athletes who are not 

immune to the virus will be allowed to 

compete at outdoor events with more 

than 500 people.

Outdoor events not considered family, 

private, cultural, sporting, music or dance 

events with less than 500 people can 

also be attended by those without an 

immunity certificate. If more people are 

present, the event can only be attended 

by those who are immune as well as 

minors accompanied by immune adults. 

If the event is organised indoors, it can 

only be attended by adults with immunity 

certificates and accompanied minors. 

Unannounced gatherings remain banned.

ORBÁN: BIGGEST 
POLLUTERS SHOULD 
BEAR COSTS OF CLIMATE 
ACTION

The costs of the fight against climate 

change should be borne by the 

world’s biggest polluting companies, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in 

Brussels on Monday ahead of a two-

day summit of European Union leaders. 

Hungary does not accept the position 

that individuals and families should 

bear the costs of climate action, the 

prime minister said in a video posted 

on Facebook. Orbán added that in such 

a case the fight against climate change 

could cost an average Hungarian family 

up to 20,000 forints (EUR 57) a month. 

“We cannot accept this,” Orbán said. 

“We support the solution that would 

have polluters bear the costs of climate 

protection.” “We’re at the beginning 

of the battle,” he said, adding that he 

hoped Hungary would be successful 

in enforcing its interests.

The prime minister noted that 

the main topics to be covered at 

the summit include the pandemic, 

migration and environmental and 

climate protection. When it comes 

to the pandemic, “Hungary is usually 

being congratulated”, he said, noting 

that the country had one of the highest 

vaccination rates in the bloc. Orbán is 

being accompanied to Brussels by 

Innovation and Technology Minister 

László Palkovics.

JUSTICE MINISTER: COE 
PRESIDENCY ‘SERIOUS 
RESPONSIBILITY’

The Presidency of the Committee of 

Ministers of the Council of Europe, 

which Hungary officially took over 

for six months on Friday, comes 

with “serious responsibility” and 

also “a special opportunity”, Justice 

Minister Judit Varga said. In an 

English-language Facebook post, 

Varga said that the responsibilities 

that came with the presidency, 

which include coordinating the 

standpoints of 47 member states 

and consulting continuously with 

their representatives, were not 

easy tasks. The priorities of the 

Hungarian CoE Presidency include 

the protection of minority rights 

and maintaining a dialogue on 

human rights, democracy and the 

rule of law, Varga said. “Our principle 

is to respect the cultural, legal and 

historical traditions of nations and 

to represent the interests of future 

generations,” she said.

The main topics the Hungarian 

presidency will focus on future 

challenges including the digitalisation 

of the judicial system and the 

application of artificial intelligence 

in justice administration, Varga said. 

A conference of justice ministers 

focusing on these issues will be hosted 

by Budapest in the autumn, she added.

Varga noted that Hungary’s 

parliament on Tuesday adopted a 

political declaration reaffirming the 

national assembly’s commitment to 

the work of the CoE, which functions 

as a framework of cooperation among 

free, independent and democratic 

European states. “Hungary has been, 

for a long time, a devoted participant 

and shaper in the development of law 

in Europe, a fact that will be proved 

in the following months again,” the 

justice minister said.
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FINANCE MINISTER: 
HUNGARY POISED  
TO LEAD EU ECONOMIC 
REBOUND

Hungary is poised to lead the 

European Union’s post-pandemic 

economic rebound, Finance Minister 

Mihály Varga said after meeting his 

EU counterparts in Lisbon on Friday. 

Hungary’s vaccination drive and the 

government’s economic response 

measures to the pandemic have given 

the country an advantage over its EU 

peers, the minister told MTI. Varga 

said he briefed his colleagues on the 

Hungarian government’s economic 

protection measures aimed at fending 

off the effects of the pandemic, noting 

tax cuts, grants aimed at boosting 

investments, an extension of a 

moratorium on debt service payments 

and the job protection scheme. “As a 

result of these measures, Hungary’s 

unemployment rate has remained 

around 4%, compared with the EU 

average of 7.5%,” he said.

Varga said Friday’s meeting 

had vindicated the government’s 

economic policy. The meeting’s 

participants were in agreement that an 

expansionary fiscal policy similar to the 

one pursued by Hungary was needed 

to promote growth. “Tax cuts and 

reducing the budget deficit should 

come next,” he said, adding, however, 

that there was a debate among 

European decision-makers as to when 

it was best to return to tighter policies. 

He reaffirmed Hungary’s objective that 

the EU’s economy should be restarted 

as soon as possible, adding that he 

believed Hungary had a good chance 

to regain its position along with the 

other Visegrad Group countries as the 

EU’s “engine of economic growth”.

HUNGARY, ROMANIA 
MUTUALLY LIFT ENTRY 
RESTRICTIONS

Entrants from Hungary are no longer 

required to stay in isolation in Romania 

or present negative Covid tests when 

travelling there, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said over the weekend. 

Romania’s decision to list Hungary 

as a safe country is yet another 

achievement of Hungary’s vaccination 

drive, the minister said on Facebook. 

Following Romania’s move, Hungary 

has reciprocated by lifting restrictions 

for Romanians who hold an immunity 

certificate, he said. From Saturday 

evening, Romanian citizens immune 

to the coronavirus can enter Hungary 

without having to stay in isolation 

or present negative Covid tests, the 

minister said.

HUNGARY RECORDS 41 
COVID FATALITIES, 258 
NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 41 patients, generally elderly with 

co-morbidities, died over the past 24 

hours, while 258 new infections were 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Monday. So far 5,023,145 people have 

received a first jab, while 3,012,483 have 

been fully vaccinated. The number of 

active infections stands at 102,581, 

while hospitals are treating 1,420 Covid 

patients, 169 of whom need respiratory 

assistance. There are 13,211 people in 

official quarantine, while 5,743,991 tests 

have been officially carried out. Since 

the first outbreak, 802,346 infections 

have been registered, while fatalities 

have risen to 29,560. Fully 670,205 

people have made a recovery. So far, 

most infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed by 

the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, 

Győr-Moson-Sopron and Hajdú-Bihar.

OPPOSITION PRIMARY 
DEBATES TO BE HELD 
FROM JULY TO OCT

The candidates of Hungarian 

opposition parties vying to become 

the opposition alliance’s prime 

ministerial nominee will hold primary 

debates from July 26 to Oct. 10. The 

six parties involved have pledged to 

adhere to a common set of rules ahead 

of the 2022 general election, according 

to a statement issued jointly on 

Saturday by the Democratic Coalition, 

Jobbik, LMP, Momentum, the Socialists 

and Párbeszéd. The statement said that 

holding open and transparent debates 

may serve as a prime guarantee of the 

feasibility of democracy in Hungary. It 

emphasised the importance of holding 

fair primaries as this would set the 

standard by which the country was 

expected to be governed from the 

spring of 2022.

Meanwhile, the Democratic Coalition 

(DK) and the Hungarian Liberal Party 
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formed an election pact to support 

each other’s candidates in the primaries 

in several constituencies, Klára Dobrev, 

DK’s prime ministerial candidate, and 

Anett Bősz, the Liberal leader, said on 

Facebook. Bősz said the parties had a 

“joint mission” to run for election with 

the best possible candidates in their bid 

to replace the Fidesz government. “We 

can’t put up with the government further 

undermining freedom and the rule of 

law,” she said, vowing to back Dobrev 

as “the fittest candidate to lead the 

Democratic Alliance” and defeat Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán’s “corrupt regime”.

HUNGARIANS WANT  
TO OWN THEIR OWN HOME 

The majority of people in Hungary 

want to own their own home and are 

prepared to make sacrifices to do so, 

according to an economist of the think 

tank Századvég Gazdaságkutató. The 

government’s home-creation support 

scheme forms a part of wider measures 

to help young families with children 

afford their own homes, István Loránd 

Szakali said in an interview to the 

daily Magyar Nemzet. The scheme 

launched in July 2015 has had a big 

impact on new housing construction, 

he said in the interview published on 

Saturday. In 2015, 7,612 new housing 

units were built, while in 2020 this 

numbered 28,208, giving a boost to 

the construction, real estate and credit 

markets, he noted.

He said that if the scheme were 

suspended or even scrapped, there’d 

be serious economic and even 

psychological effects. Hungarians, he 

added, considered owning their own 

property to be vitally important and 

even heavily determined their identity. 

The economist said the left-wing 

opposition promises to expand the 

municipal rental housing stock in the 

past had remained largely unfulfilled, 

as it was expensive and unprofitable 

to build and maintain properties. Also, 

some surveys show that in certain 

Budapest districts, the accumulated 

debts of tenants rack up total losses of 

up to 150 million forints each year. He 

argued that the state was right to help 

aspiring young people by supporting 

jobs and by creating credit schemes.

PARTIES, MINISTRY 
CALL FOR PRESERVING 
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Marking the Day of Hungarian Nature 

on Saturday, the parliamentary group 

leader of the junior ruling Christian 

Democrats stressed the importance 

of paying mindful heed to the 

environment and teaching children 

to do the same. “The resources of the 

world around us -- drinking water, 

farmland, raw materials -- so often are 

taken for granted,” István Simicskó said. 

“Our children can only enjoy these 

priceless treasures in the future if we 

treat nature as good custodians.” “We 

must behave as human beings, not as 

consumers,” he added in a statement.

Meanwhile, on the occasion of 

International Day for Biological 

Diversity, Máté Kanász-Nagy, co-leader 

of green opposition LMP party, said 

the creation of a liveable environment 

and the preservation of wildlife were 

equal to the very future of civilisation. 

At a press conference broadcast on 

Facebook, Kanász-Nagy said the 

cause of the extinction of species was 

the overuse of nature, deforestation 

for economic purposes, and 

environmental pollution. He pledged 

that LMP, as part of new government 

after the 2022 general election, would 

put a halt to construction projects 

that threaten wildlife habitats and 

the destruction of green spaces and 

waterfronts.

The Ministry of Agriculture said in 

a statement on International Day for 

Biological Diversity that Hungary’s 

natural environment and biodiversity 

were “outstanding” in European 

comparison. “Protecting the diversity 

of wildlife is a joint undertaking and 

responsibility,” the statement said, 

adding that Hungary’s new national 

biodiversity strategy for the next 

decade is in the course of being 

drafted. The ministry said it was 

“committed to conserving biodiversity” 

and active protection measures have 

resulted the rebuilding of more than 

100,000 hectares of wildlife habitat 

in recent years, helping to protect a 

number of endangered species.

PARLT TO VOTE ON NEW 
ACCOMMODATION RATING 
SYSTEM

All tourist accommodation in 

Hungary will be classified from 

one to five stars on the basis of 
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uniform criteria, the CEO of the 

Hungarian Tourism Agency (MTU) 

said, outlining a bill being submitted 

to parliament. The aim is to ensure 

that guests receive reliable quality 

whether they stay at a hotel or in 

private accommodation, Zoltán 

Guller said. The new rating system, 

which operates in more than 

ten countries, is scheduled to be 

introduced from January 2022, and 

the costs of the rating will be covered 

by the tourism agency until 2024. 

The amendment, which lawmakers 

are due to vote on next week, will 

require online data reporting from 

accommodation establishments as 

well as restaurants and providers 

of tourism attractions, Guller said. 

The intention is that tourism and 

hospitality should not be managed 

on the basis of intuition but on the 

basis of data, following the example 

of western European and American 

multinational companies, he added. 

Guller also noted that, based on 

current occupancy rates, a bigger 

upswing can be expected this year 

than last summer. Guller said the 

vaccination card would continue to 

play a key role in the sector, adding 

that Hungary was likely to have 6 

million people vaccinated by the 

summer so they would regain their 

previous freedom.

MAJORITY OF BUDAPEST 
RESIDENTS OPEN TO USE 
OF URBAN AIR MOBILITY 
VEHICLES

More than two-thirds of Budapest 

residents are open to the use of urban 

air mobility vehicles, the Ministry of 

Innovation and Technology said over 

the weekend, citing an international 

survey. The survey commissioned by 

the European Union Aviation Safety 

Agency (EASA) involving six major 

European cities found that the majority 

of Hungarian respondents would be 

most likely to use UAM technologies in 

emergency situations. More than half 

of them saw potential in the use of 

unmanned helicopter drones to airlift 

people to hospital. Drones could also 

be used to transport doctors or help 

with disaster management, they said.

Responding to questions specifically 

about drones, 63% of Budapest 

residents said they could be used 

in the home delivery of groceries or 

other products. Budapesters named 

reduced traffic as the biggest benefit 

to using drones, and the violation of 

privacy as their number one concern. 

The EASA’s online questionnaire also 

surveyed respondents from Barcelona, 

Hamburg, Milan, Paris and Øresund, 

Sweden. Respondents from Budapest 

and Milan were the most open to the 

use of UAM technology.

Commenting on the survey, 

Innovation and Technology Minister 

László Palkovics said Hungary wants 

to be a leader in the use, research 

and manufacture of unmanned 

aerial vehicles. Earlier this month, the 

ministry, two universities and air traffic 

control company HungaroControl set 

up the Hungarian Drone Coalition 

to develop a strategy on the 

implementation, manufacture and 

research of drones, Palkovics noted.


