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Hungary has already ordered over 10 million Western vaccines, to be delivered by the end of 2022, Gergely Gulyás told a 

regular press briefing. Once 5 million Hungarians have received their jabs, the vaccination drive is expected to slow down 

considerably, “even more so than after the four million mark”, Gulyás said. Altogether, “we can expect 5.5 million [Hungarians 

to get inoculated], 6 million if we are optimistic,” he said. The ten million Western vaccines will suffice even if a third jab 

becomes necessary, he said. “In addition, there are also Eastern vaccines at hand,” he said. He added that each vaccine 

provided immunity for at least nine months.Gulyás said that Hungary would have to order and pay for 19 million doses of 

Pfizer’s vaccine, irrespective of whether they are necessary or not. The Hungarian government “will not participate in that 

120 billion [forint] game”, partly because a new plant in Debrecen, in eastern Hungary, will probably produce sufficient 

vaccines from the second half of next year, he insisted.

Hungary will not take part in the next phase of vaccine procurement organised by the 
European Union, the prime minister’s chief of staff has said.
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Hungary’s Kristóf Milák at 200m butterfly finals in 35th European Aquatics 
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GULYÁS: SPECIAL 
PANDEMIC MEASURES  
TO REMAIN IN PLACE 
‘ONLY AS LONG  
AS NECESSARY’

The current special legal order 

introduced to curb the spread of 

the coronavirus will only be retained 

as long after the third wave of the 

pandemic “as absolutely necessary”, 

Gergely Gulyás, the prime minister’s 

chief of staff, told a regular press 

briefing. Other European countries 

have a lower vaccination rate 

and the risk of getting infected is 

“significantly higher”, Gulyás said. The 

Indian variant of the coronavirus had 

not been detected in Hungary but 

“there is a chance” that it would, he 

said. “Therefore the government can 

lift some restrictions for everybody 

but some other restrictions for the 

immunised only,” he added.

Gulyás also noted that parliament 

this week had created some of the 

legal conditions for further Covid 

response measures, adding that 

lawmakers would later pass a law 

on ending the special legal order. 

“We’ve made it possible to uphold the 

special legal order, which will expire 

no later than 15 days after the start of 

the autumn parliamentary session,” 

Gulyás said. “However, the government 

intends to end the special legal order 

before that.” He said an extension to 

the loan repayment moratorium and 

the extension of the validity of official 

documents were two examples of 

measures that will be included in the 

law lifting the special legal order.

GULYÁS: GOVT TO END 
FREE PARKING

Free parking in public areas, a 

measure introduced with regard 

to the coronavirus pandemic, will 

be lifted at midnight on Sunday, 

the prime minister’s chief of staff 

told a weekly press briefing. At its 

Wednesday meeting, the government 

also decided to extend a moratorium 

on debt service payments until 

August 31, Gergely Gulyás said. The 

government would then like to see 

a longer transition period so that 

those who needed the moratorium 

could continue benefitting from it, 

he added. Gulyás noted that talks 

on the extension were ongoing 

with the National Bank of Hungary 

and the banking association. “In 

the current situation, we see it as a 

necessary condition for the success 

of the economic recovery that private 

individuals and families as well as 

businesses be in a good financial 

position,” Gulyás said. “No doubt the 

moratorium is a big help to those who 

would have difficulty going back to 

immediate debt service payments.”

Meanwhile, Gulyás said the number 

of Hungarians inoculated against 

Covid-19 is expected to exceed 5 

million this coming weekend, adding 

that this will entail new measures. The 

prime minister and the operative board 

responsible for handling the pandemic 

will discuss new regulations on Friday 

morning, which Viktor Orbán will 

announce later in the day, Gulyás said.

GULYÁS: NIGHT CURFEW 
SET TO BE LIFTED AFTER 5 
M VACCINATIONS

The government has proposed 

lifting the curfew imposed between 

midnight and 5am once the number of 

inoculations reaches 5 million, Gergely 

Gulyás, the prime minister’s chief of 

staff, told a regular press briefing. The 

decision regarding the curfew lies with 

the operative board responsible for 

handling the pandemic, he said. After 

that benchmark, further easing will be 

linked to incidence numbers and not 

inoculations, Gulyás said.

Regarding next year’s elections, 

Gulyás said the voters would decide 

whether the incumbent government 

will prevail or “[Democratic Coalition 

head] Ferenc Gyurcsány and company 

will return to power”. Should the latter 

win the elections, “there are clear rules 

in place to changing the constitution 

or laws requiring a two-third majority, 

even if there are many in Gyurcsány’s 

circle who would like to change that.”

On another topic, Gulyás said he 

had met mayors of Budapest districts 

and county seats on Tuesday, “who 

proposed countless changes and 

arguments” against a Fidesz proposal 

on selling rental apartments owned by 

local councils for the use of vulnerable 

citizens. The proposal is in line with the 

government’s aim to “make people 

owners rather than renters in their own 

country”, Gulyás said. While arguments 
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against the proposal have their merit in 

the case of definite term leases, leases 

for indefinite terms is “basically a form of 

reduced ownership as it can be inherited 

and sold”. Transforming those rentals into 

ownerships would be a “clearer situation 

with better opportunities to maintain or 

utilise the property”, he said.

Regarding Hungary’s veto of a 

European Union statement on the 

conflict between Israel and the Hamas 

terrorist group, Gulyás said Hungary 

stood by Israel’s right to defend itself 

and found it unacceptable to handle 

Israel and a terrorist group as equals.

SZIJJÁRTÓ CALLS  
FOR MORE EU FREE TRADE 
DEALS

Hungary urges the European Union to 

sign as many free trade agreements 

as it can over the coming period, 

Péter Szijjártó, the minister of foreign 

affairs and trade, said during a break 

in a meeting with his EU counterparts 

in Brussels. Speaking to Hungarian 

reporters, Szijjártó said the EU should 

forget about “political preconditions” 

when it comes to signing trade deals, 

arguing that there was “no point to 

them”. The EU should not conflate 

trade and the economy with issues 

that have nothing to do with either, 

he added. Hungary is pushing for the 

bloc to enter into close institutional 

cooperation with the free trade area 

in the Far East, Szijjártó said. Losing 

out on the opportunity to cooperate 

with that trade bloc would cost the 

EU a lot and could also affect the 

trade turnovers of its member states, 

he added.

“There is a pressing need for urgent 

steps to restore the EU’s former 

weight in the world economy and 

global trade,” he said. This is all the 

more important for Hungary, whose 

export accounted for over 83% of GDP 

last year, the 11th biggest rate globally. 

Szijjártó said a new global economic 

and trade order has emerged, which 

he attributed to three factors. Firstly, 

the pandemic brought about a 9.2% 

decline in global trade last year. 

Secondly, the biggest free trade 

area of all time, a 15-nation zone 

accounting for 30% of world trade 

and 28% of the global population, has 

been established in the Far East. And 

thirdly, the East has caught up with 

the West in terms of technology and 

financing, which brought about a shift 

to the east in global trade. Over the 

past 20 years the EU’s share in global 

GDP has decreased from 24% to 18% 

because the EU started to overburden 

its trade agreements with clauses “that 

have nothing to do with economic 

cooperation and trade”, Szijjártó said. 

Setting political, gender and human 

rights preconditions for trade deals will 

create a situation in which there will 

be no one left to make a deal with, he 

said, adding that this practice should 

be discontinued.

HOSPITAL VISITING BAN 
TO BE LIFTED NEXT WEEK

Hungary will partially lift a ban on 

hospital visits from Monday, the 

chief medical officer has said. Visitors, 

however, will still not be allowed 

to visit patients being treated for 

Covid-19, Cecília Müller told an online 

press briefing. Patients in other units 

will only be allowed one visitor a day, 

who will have to present an immunity 

certificate and stay for not more than 

an hour, she said. As regards vaccines, 

Müller said Hungary is scheduled to 

receive 54,800 doses of the Moderna 

jab on Thursday and 55,200 doses of 

AstraZeneca, all of which are to be 

used as second shots.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
PANDEMIC RESPONSE 
MOST SUCCESSFUL  
IN EUROPE

Hungary’s timely steps to purchase 

vaccines has allowed it to mount 

the most effective response to the 

coronavirus pandemic out of all 

European countries, Péter Szijjártó, 

the minister of foreign affairs and 

trade, said during a break in a meeting 

with his EU counterparts in Brussels. 

“The reason why we’re in first place 

in vaccinations in Europe is because 

we bought enough vaccines in time,” 

Szijjártó said. Hungary has enough 

vaccines in stock, the minister said. 

The country will have more than 10 

million doses of Eastern and Western 

jabs delivered by the end of next year, 

he said, adding that those shipments 

would suffice if a third shot becomes 

necessary. Also, Hungary will begin 

operating its own vaccine plant at the 

end of 2022, Szijjártó said, adding that 
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the jabs produced there would also be 

sufficient to inoculate everyone who 

has registered for vaccination. “This 

makes it completely unnecessary to 

buy more vaccines,” he said.

As regards the intellectual property 

rights on Covid vaccines, Szijjártó 

said Hungary believed the most 

important thing was to manufacture 

as many vaccines in as many places 

as possible. “It is by continuously 

increasing vaccine production 

capacities that we can best protect 

the world from the pandemic, and less 

so by bureaucratic measures,” he said. 

Concerning the EU’s planned vaccine 

passports, Szijjártó said any debate on 

the matter was premature as long as 

the bloc’s average vaccination rate was 

around 30% and many member states 

were struggling to build public trust 

in and procure vaccines. “Let’s have 

enough vaccines first and let’s have 

people vaccinated,” he said. Hungary 

will oppose discrimination based on 

vaccines when it comes to the vaccine 

passports and rules on entry, he added.

GOVT OFFICIAL: CHINESE, 
RUSSIAN VACCINES SAVED 
HUNGARY HUF 500 BN

Hungary’s use of Chinese and Russian 

Covid jabs in its vaccination rollout 

have saved the country more than 

500 billion forints (EUR 1.43bn) as 

pandemic restrictions could be eased 

earlier, state secretary Tamás Menczer 

said at a conference in Zalaegerszeg, 

in western Hungary. Menczer noted 

that four million people in Hungary 

had been inoculated against the 

coronavirus by April 30, adding that 

without Chinese and Russian vaccines, 

that number would not have been 

reached until “the second half of July”, 

meaning restrictions could have been 

in place for “another month and a half 

or two”. Menczer said every day the 

country was locked down generated 

a loss of 10-15 billion forints. He added 

that 48% of Hungarians have had at 

least their first jab of a Covid vaccine, 

so far, well over the 32% rate for the 

European Union as a whole.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: CZECH PM 
BABIŠ UNDER POLITICAL 
ATTACK

Czech Prime Minister Andrej Babiš is 

the subject of political attacks and 

Hungary expresses its solidarity to its 

“Visegrad Group partner and friend”, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said. 

Szijjártó also said that Hungary was 

on Israel’s side when its friend and 

ally was “under rocket fire from a 

terrorist organisation”. “There is 

nothing new under the sun, an 

attempt is being made to politically 

liquidate Andrej Babiš,” Szijjártó said 

in response to a question concerning 

conflict of interest allegations against 

Babiš during a break at a meeting of 

European Union ministers in charge 

of foreign trade. NGOs have accused 

Babiš of using his influence in the 

operation of Agrofert holding, which 

he owns, and benefiting from EU 

funding received by his companies. 

The political attacks lack any legal 

basis and have been launched clearly 

because Babiš is “loudly going against’ 

the liberal mainstream and represents 

his nation’s interests, Szijjártó said. He 

added that Hungary, too, had regularly 

been the target of such attacks.

In response to a question concerning 

the renewed Israel-Palestine conflict, 

he said Hungary was Israel’s friend and 

ally and it was natural that it stood in 

support of Israel. Several consultations 

have been held with Israeli colleagues 

who expressed thanks to Hungary for 

blocking a planned EU resolution 

on the subject, he said. Hungary will 

continue its consultations with Israel, 

he added.

HUNGARY CONCLUDES 
TRAVEL AGREEMENTS 
WITH MONGOLIA, 
GEORGIA

Hungary has concluded agreements 

on unimpeded travel with Georgia 

and Mongolia, to allow Hungarians 

holding immunity certificates to travel 

into those countries without having 

to isolate or show negative Covid 

test results, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said. Similarly, Georgian and 

Mongolian immunity certificates will 

be accepted in Hungary, he said in a 

video on Facebook. The agreements 

will come into force over the weekend, 

he said. Szijjártó said bilateral talks 

with other countries were ongoing 

on the sidelines of a Brussels meeting 

of European Union foreign ministers 

on “accepting each other’s certificates 

and make unimpeded travel possible.”
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HUNGARY, KAZAKHSTAN 
FARM MINISTRIES SIGN 
MOU

A memorandum of understanding 

on cooperation in the agriculture 

sector between the farm ministries 

of Hungary and Kazakhstan was 

signed in Nur-Sultan. The agreement 

signed by Hungarian Agriculture 

Minister István Nagy and his Kazakh 

counterpart Saparkhan Omarov 

“gives clear direction for partnership 

in the future”, Hungary’s Agriculture 

Ministry said. “Kazakhstan is one of 

the most important states in Central 

Asia and holds great opportunities for 

Hungary’s agriculture sector, too. There 

is great potential in a meeting of the 

world-class Hungarian planting seed 

industry and Kazakhstan’s enormous 

areas of arable land, especially with 

regard to maize,” Nagy said. He 

added that Hungary could share best 

practices involving the application of 

smart technologies in farming, while 

cooperation between integrated 

university and research networks in 

the two countries could be expanded.

HUNGARY RECORDS 51 
COVID FATALITIES, 780 
NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 51 patients, generally elderly with 

co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 780 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said on Thursday. So far 4,829,595 

people have received a first jab, while 

2,814,805 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections has 

declined to 115,029, while hospitals 

are treating 1,836 Covid patients, 212 

of whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 16,210 people in official 

quarantine, while 5,687,117 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 800,368 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 29,380. Fully 655,959 people 

have made a recovery. So far, most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed 

by the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén, Győr-Moson-Sopron and 

Hajdú-Bihar.

SIX PARTIES SET UP CTTEE 
FOR 2021 OPPOSITION 
PRIMARY

Delegates from six parties involved in 

opposition cooperation have set up 

a committee for the 2021 opposition 

primary. The Democratic Coalition 

(DK), Jobbik, LMP, Momentum, 

Párbeszéd and the Socialists said in a 

joint statement that their leaders had 

decided to organise an opposition 

primary election in 2021 and the party 

delegates formed the OEVB committee 

for this purpose. The six parties agreed 

last week about the key issues of the 

primary. To reach the highest possible 

turnout, they also agreed to be open to 

“involving reliable and well-established 

partner NGOs in organising the event”, 

the statement said. The Civil Election 

Committee (CVB) played an important 

role in organising primaries ahead the 

2019 municipal elections and the six-

party committee plans to rely on its 

experiences and special know-how, 

it said. The opposition parties plan to 

hold a series of consultations with CVB 

and its member organisations about 

cooperation in the upcoming weeks, 

the statement added.

JUSTICE MINISTER: 
MIGRATION SHOULD  
BE STOPPED,  
NOT SUPPORTED  
AND ENCOURAGED

The Hungarian government’s position 

remains clear: migration should not 

be supported and encouraged but 

stopped, Justice Minister Judit Varga 

said. Varga said in an English-language 

Facebook post that “while the whole 

world is busy fighting against the 

coronavirus, in Brussels the left-

wing parties have once again put 

the promotion of migration on their 

agenda”. “The Brussels elite, who are 

happy to promote multiculturalism, 

have discussed a new migration 

report, which does not even include 

proposals to strengthen border 

protection or stop illegal migration,” 

she added. “On the other hand, it calls 

for the resettlement of migrants in 

Europe by referring to human rights,” 

Varga said, adding that this showed 

“how far Brussels is from people’s real 

problems”. Varga said “the left-wing, 

hiding behind the comfortable slogan 

of solidarity, is trying to gloss over the 

problems instead of solving them”. 

“If we really want to help our fellow 
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human beings in trouble, we need to 

treat migration locally, eliminating its 

root causes,” she said. “Hungary has 

recognised that a long time ago, and 

together with the Hungary Helps 

program, it will continue to take serious 

steps to ensure that everyone can live 

in peace in their own country.” “The 

coronavirus pandemic is not over yet, 

so it would be timely for Brussels to 

finally focus on people’s real problems,” 

she added.

LMP TO SUBMIT BUDGET 
AMENDMENT PROPOSALS 
TO BOOST GREEN 
SPENDING

The opposition LMP will submit 

amendment proposals to the 2022 

draft budget to boost what they 

called a “shamefully and unacceptably” 

low green spending. Party co-leader 

Erzsébet Schmuck on Thursday told 

an online press conference that the 

2022 draft budget allocated 335 

billion forints (EUR 954.7m) to “green 

spending”, nominally less than the 

spending in 2012, which came to 337 

billion. In the budget, the government 

favours nuclear energy to sustainable 

energies, and spends lavishly on car 

and motor sports while slashing the 

budget for national parks, Schmuck 

said. LMP will submit amendments 

to boost spending on reducing 

air pollution, creating adaptable 

agriculture, making polluted localities 

habitable, and damage control at 

abandoned industrial sites and 

asbestos removal from buildings, she 

said.

SÁNDOR PUHL, REFEREE 
OF ‘94 WORLD CUP FINAL, 
DIES

Sándor Puhl, referee of the Brazil-

Italy soccer World Cup final in 1994, 

died on Thursday at the age of 65, 

the Hungarian Football Association 

said. Puhl became a FIFA referee in 

1988 to serve in a series of prestigious 

matches in the 1990s, including 

a UEFA Cup final in 1993 and the 

Dortmund-Juventus Champions 

League final in 1997. The International 

Federation of Football History and 

Statistics (IFFHS) granted him the 

world’s best man referee title in four 

consecutive years from 1994 to 1997.

IRANIAN MURDER 
SUSPECT ARRESTED  
IN S HUNGARY

Hungarian police have arrested 

an Iranian national wanted 

by the German authorities for 

manslaughter at the Röszke border 

crossing station in southern 

Hungary, local police reported on 

Thursday. The 29-year-old man 

was about to leave Hungary for 

Serbia in a car with Serbian plates, 

and presented a fake Hungarian 

passport to the border police. On 

his detention, it was revealed that 

a European warrant was in force. A 

decision to extradite the suspect to 

Germany is pending.


