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The fact that the budget is being submitted as early as the spring will in itself help to kickstart the economy, Varga said, 

adding that the action plan to get the economy’s ball rolling was modern Hungary’s biggest economic programme ever 

and would help everyone affected by the epidemic make a recovery. Budget funds will be channelled towards helping 

anyone who has lost a job back into the labour market and every entrepreneur who has been forced to shutter their business 

to restart and even develop it, the minister said, adding that the budget focused on supporting families and businesses, 

investments that create jobs, as well as developments in health care and higher education. 

The government targets an economic growth of 5.2%, with a deficit target of 5.9% of GDP and public debt of 79.3%. Fully 

7,308 billion forints (EUR 20.3bn) is pencilled in to restart the economy. The draft 2022 budget is 483 billion forints larger 

than this year’s, Varga noted earlier. In order to manage risks, a 233 billion forint reserve fund has been set aside in the 

budget, the minister noted.

The 2022 budget is devoted to relaunching Hungary’s economy, Mihály Varga, 
the finance minister, said during a presentation of the draft budget to lawmakers.

2022 BUDGET ‘PINPOINTS RELaUNCHING ECONOMy’
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FISCaL COUNCIL CaLLS 
FOR DEFICIT REDUCTION

At the debate of the draft budget, the 

Fiscal Council (KT) called for stronger 

and swifter measures to reduce the 

budget deficit and public debt ratios 

so that fiscal balance is restored more 

rapidly. Árpád Kovács, the council’s 

head, told lawmakers that measures 

were needed to prevent the economy 

from overheating. He said that at the 

same time the deficit level in the 

draft was justified for the time being 

in order to secure the government’s 

aims of relaunching the economy. He 

warned, however, that big increases in 

household consumption and private 

sector investment activity combined 

with stimulus measures could cause 

the economy to overheat, pushing 

up inflation and putting the external 

balance at risk.

The head of the State Audit Office 

said the budget would build on 

last year’s economic protection 

measures while looking forward to 

areas underpinning the country’s 

long-term recovery with modernising 

elements. László Domokos said that at 

the same time sticking to the rule on 

consistently lowering the public debt 

and improving the budget balance 

would gain Hungary significant 

competitive advantage even in 

the short term. Whereas further 

investments were likely, he added, 

any new waves of the coronavirus 

epidemic could affect budget 

feasibility. 

PaRTIES REaCT TO DRaFT 
BUDGET 

In the parliamentary debate on 

the proposal, Erik Bánki of ruling 

Fidesz said the budget aimed to 

help all Hungarians benefit from the 

country’s progress. After launching a 

comprehensive economic protection 

plan in response to the coronavirus 

pandemic, Hungary has a good chance 

of becoming a “winner of the post-

pandemic era”, he said. The protection 

of families and entrepreneurs, the 

support of investments creating 

jobs, as well as of health care and 

education, will give the economy new 

momentum, he said. 

Jobbik lawmaker Anita Potocska 

Kőrösi branded the government’s 

submission as an “election budget”. 

Jobbik MP Dániel Z Kárpát said the 

draft would result in “the most cruel 

budget in Europe” which ignored 

entire social groups. He said the 

government was presiding over a 

“social catastrophe”, and he denigrated 

“the high VAT on basic foodstuffs”. He 

also said the details of major spending 

items had been omitted from the draft.

Bertalan Tóth, the leader of the 

Socialist Party, lambasted the budget 

as “a budget to bolster the Fidesz 

economy” and “a revenge budget”. 

The budget should build the country 

and help the people rather than 

“taking revenge on them”, he said. 

“Taxpayers’ money should not be spent 

on useless things so only the privileged 

one percent benefits,” he said. Socialist 

lawmaker Attila Mesterházy said the 

budget was “also a choice of values”. 

The government gives to those who’ve 

already accumulated wealth rather 

than helping those with very little 

lobbying power, he said.

The Democratic Coalition (DK) 

said the budget was about “chasing 

pipedreams”. Lawmaker László Varju 

insisted the government’s estimate 

of next year’s growth was too high, 

while it failed to meaningfully reduce 

the deficit. He called the budget “a 

political and PR budget focused on 

power and next year’s elections, and 

on the interests of [Fidesz] loyalists.”

MENCZER: ISRaEL HaS 
RIGHT TO DEFEND ITSELF

Israel is under attack by a terrorist 

organisation, so it has the right to 

defend itself, Tamás Menczer, the 

state secretary for communications 

and international relations, said after 

the EU called for a ceasefire. Josep 

Borrell, the EU’s foreign policy chief 

on Tuesday called for a ceasefire 

between Israelis and Palestinians 

and for humanitarian aid to the Gaza 

Strip. In a videoconference, EU foreign 

ministers set out a common statement 

supported by 26 of the 27 member 

states, with Hungary refusing to back it. 

Menczer told MTI that Hungary resisted 

endorsing the EU statement because it 

was “excessively one-sided and failed 

to reflect the real situation”. “We reject 

any position that puts responsibility 

on Israel for the situation ... just as 

we reject any position that regards 
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Israel and the Hamas terrorist group 

as equals, or which regards the latter 

as legitimate,” Menczer said. “In the 

current situation it must be made clear 

that the various Palestinian terrorists 

groups must immediately stop their 

rocket attacks,” he said.

aUSTRIa LISTS HUNGaRy 
aS LOW-INCIDENCE 
COUNTRy

Austria has listed Hungary among 

the countries with a low incidence of 

coronavirus infections, the operative 

body responsible for handling the 

epidemic in Hungary said. Hungarian 

citizens can now enter Austria without 

having being quarantined if they show 

a negative PCR test not older than three 

days, produce a negative antibody 

test within the previous two days or 

can prove that they have recovered 

from Covid-19. Those having received 

two doses of the vaccine, or a single 

dose at least three weeks before, can 

also enter the country without being 

quarantined, Lieutenant Colonel Róbert 

Kiss said. Those without either of those 

certificates can take a PCR test 24 hours 

before entering Austria or sooner if they 

want to avoid quarantine, Kiss said.

KÖVÉR HOLDS TaLKS WITH 
ESTONIaN COUNTERPaRT

Speaker of Parliament László Kövér has 

discussed bilateral ties with Jüri Ratas, his 

Estonian counterpart. The two speakers 

were in agreement that in addition to 

their relationship within the European 

Union and NATO, Hungary and Estonia’s 

national interests also coincided with 

regard to their cooperation on security 

policy and their trade relations. Kövér 

and Ratas were also in agreement 

that their national parliaments should 

have their voices heard in the ongoing 

year-long debate on the future of the 

EU, underscoring the importance 

of cooperation between their EU 

affairs committees. Concerning the 

development of regional ties, both 

speakers highlighted the importance 

of cooperation between the Visegrad 

Group and the Baltic states.

Ratas has invited Kövér to the first 

virtual parliamentary forum of the 

Three Seas Initiative scheduled for 

June 3. Kövér expressed hope that the 

pandemic situation would allow him 

and Ratas to celebrate the centenary 

of the establishment of Hungary and 

Estonia’s diplomatic relations in person 

in the Hungarian Parliament.

GOVT OFFICIaL CaLLS 
FOR STRENGTHENING 
SERBIaN-HUNGaRIaN 
COEXISTENCE

Miklós Soltész, the state secretary for 

church and ethnic relations of the 

Prime Minister’s Office, on Wednesday 

called for strengthening coexistence 

between Serbians and Hungarians 

in Serbia’s northernmost Vojvodina 

region. Detailing the Hungarian 

government’s church renovation 

scheme geared towards Vojvodina at 

an event with Christian church leaders 

in Subotica (Szabadka), Soltész said 

Hungary had quadrupled its support 

for Vojvodina’s Hungarian historical 

churches since 2010. Hungary is 

supporting the renovation of 25 

churches in 23 cities and towns, he 

said, adding that this was a way of 

“spiritually strengthening” ethnic 

Hungarian communities beyond the 

border. The scheme also provides a 

“spiritual restart” after the coronavirus 

pandemic, he said, underlining the 

importance of the role churches play 

in this. The Hungarian government 

has earmarked 326 million forints 

(EUR 929,000) towards the renovation 

of churches in Vojvodina, Soltész 

said, adding that the scheme had 

also helped save jobs in the region. 

Over the coming period, the Catholic 

Diocese of Subotica will be able to 

renovate 14 churches, the Diocese 

of Zrenjanin (Nagybecskerek) seven, 

while the Reformed diocese will get 

to renovate four churches, he said.

Meanwhile, Soltész said the peaceful 

coexistence between Hungarians 

and Serbians also allowed the two 

countries to cooperate in fighting 

illegal migration and protecting their 

borders. The state secretary also noted 

the Hungarian government’s support 

of minority communities in Hungary 

over the past decade.

PaLKOVICS: HUNGaRy 
MUST MaKE PROGRESS IN 
UNIVERSITy RaNKINGS

The government wants Hungary to 

make progress in university rankings, 

the minister of innovation and 
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technology said. László Palkovics 

said in a video message for an online 

international conference organised by 

Budapest’s Eötvös Loránd University 

(ELTE) and International Ranking Expert 

Group that the quality of universities 

was very important, as reflected by 

rankings. He said Hungary had given 

many famous scientists to the world 

who have made great contributions to 

the development of science. Since 2016, 

ELTE has been running a research team 

assessing university rankings, he said.

Commenting on the structure of the 

Hungarian economy, Palkovics said the 

current proportion of small enterprises 

was not satisfactory. At the same time, 

Hungary performs surprisingly well in 

state-of-the-art technologies, he added. 

Hungary is internationally considered 

a location worth investing in and the 

government is making good progress in 

making Hungary increasingly attractive 

for research and development, he said. 

He added that it was important to make 

Hungary’s higher education sector more 

international and to attract foreign 

universities. Cooperation was started 

with China’s Fudan University in 2014 and 

the university will set up its first campus 

outside China in Budapest, he said.

FIDESZ MEP CRITICISES 
EU REPORT ON LEGaL 
LaBOUR MIGRaTION

Ruling Fidesz MEP Balázs Hidvéghi 

addressed a European Parliamentary 

debate on an EU report on legal labour 

migration, criticising the document for its 

“flawed basic premise and assumptions”. 

“We must dispel the myth that mass 

migration is the answer to demographic 

challenges and labour market problems,” 

Hidvéghi said in the debate on the 

Report on New Avenues for Legal Labour 

Migration. Hidvéghi accused the left-

wing and liberal EP groups of “forcing 

multiculturalism onto Europe”. The MEP 

said mass migration led to fundamental 

changes in the makeup and cultural 

paradigm of a society. Hidvéghi said the 

problems mass immigration had led to 

in western Europe were clear. He said 

that not even the more powerful and 

prosperous member states had managed 

to properly address the social, cultural 

and public safety challenges posed by 

migration. 

Hidvéghi said the idea that 

multiculturalism was preferable to 

a homogeneous European society 

was “misguided”. The EU has no need 

for labour migration rules, he said, 

adding that drafting such regulations 

should remain a national competence. 

Countries facing demographic or labour 

challenges have a number of ways to 

address them, the MEP said, noting 

Hungary’s successful family and tax 

policies. He said it was “unacceptable” 

for the left to want to import migrants 

into Europe instead of creating jobs for 

those who have been put out of work 

due to the coronavirus pandemic.

HUNGaRy RECORDS 52 
COVID FaTaLITIES, 633 
NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 52 patients, generally elderly with 

co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 633 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said on Wednesday. So far 4,790,996 

people have received a first jab, while 

2,774,416 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections has 

declined to 121,746, while hospitals 

are treating 1,908 Covid patients, 224 

of whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 16,027 people in official 

quarantine, while 5,670,793 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 799,588 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 29,329. Fully 648,513 people 

have made a recovery. So far, most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed 

by the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén, Győr-Moson-Sopron and 

Hajdú-Bihar.

OPPOSITION SLaMS GOVT 
PROPOSaL ON SaLE OF 
COUNCIL-OWNED RENTaLS

Opposition district leaders have 

lambasted the government’s 

proposal to privatise apartments 

owned by Budapest district 

councils, originally used as rentals 

for vulnerable citizens. LMP lawmaker 

Antal Csárdi told a press conference 

that the proposal, submitted to 

parliament by László Böröcz of 

Fidesz, would “finish off the system 

of affordable council-owned rental 

apartments for good”. Councils 

currently own hundreds of thousands 

of such apartments and would be 

unable to rebuild such a stock, he 
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said. He accused the government 

of wanting to pass council-owned 

properties to “people and investors 

close to the government”. 

Márta V Naszályi of Párbeszéd, the 

mayor of Budapest’s first district, said 

local councils would lose “tens of 

billions of forints” if the proposal was 

approved. She said it obligated local 

councils to sell their property “for a 

pittance”.  András Pikó, the mayor 

of Budapest’s 8th district who was 

elected as an independent, said his 

district would lose some 90 billion 

forints (EUR 256.4m) if the proposal 

was adopted. He said affordable 

housing was a pillar of “social peace” 

and council-owned property stock 

should be increased rather than 

hacked. District 9 mayor Krisztina 

Baranyi insisted her district had put 

an end to the “practice of paying 

Fidesz cronies with apartments 

revamped with EU monies”. The 

new legislation aims to reinstate that 

process, to the detriment of the poor, 

she said.

BIOCHEMIST KaRIKÓ 
aCCEPTS PUBLIC MEDIa’S 
PERSON OF THE yEaR 
aWaRD

Hungarian-born biochemist Katalin 

Karikó, whose decades of work with 

mRNA technology was instrumental in 

the development of the Pfizer/BioNTech 

Covid-19 vaccine, has received the 

Public Media’s Person of the Year Award 

from public media foundation MTVA’s 

chief executive, MTVA’s press office said.

The award, founded by public 

service media operator Duna 

Médiaszolgáltató and MTVA, is 

handed out at the end of the year to 

those whose professional careers have 

delivered lasting value and who had 

a significant impact on current events 

over the last year, the office said in a 

statement. MTVA awarded the honour 

to Karikó last December, who however 

could not accept it in person due to the 

pandemic situation.

“With the establishment of the 

award, the public media’s aim was 

to present people who are worthy of 

earning recognition,” the statement 

quoted MTVA chief executive Dániel 

Papp as saying. “What Katalin Karikó 

has developed is something that 

is extremely important not only 

for Hungary, but for the whole 

world.” Accepting the award, Karikó 

expressed high appreciation for the 

recognition, adding that she was 

“deeply touched” by letters sent to 

her by people telling her what the 

vaccine meant to them.

HUNGaRIaN MEPS 
HIGHLIGHT BENEFITS OF 
ERaSMUS+ 2021-2027

Ruling Fidesz MEPs have highlighted 

the benefits for Hungary of the 

Erasmus+ 2021-2027 after the European 

Parliament approved the EU’s new 

education programme at a plenary 

session. The new programme has a 

budget of over 28 billion euros, twice 

the amount available in the previous 

seven-year cycle.

Andrea Bocskor said in a 

statement that Erasmus+ would 

further expand opportunities 

for young Hungarians in pursuit 

of their careers and professional 

development. She also expressed 

hope that greater resources would 

be made available to support 

traditional, national minorities 

and their languages, “a valuable 

part of Europe’s cultural heritage”. 

Ádám Kósa said the programme 

offered a level playing field for 

learning foreign languages thanks 

to the broader use of online 

platforms and e-learning, as well 

as courses tailored to the specific 

needs of participants. He praised 

Erasmus+ for promoting mutual 

understanding and mobility 

within and outside the EU. He also 

welcomed the programme module 

that offers the opportunity to study 

a national sign language, including 

Hungary’s.

TOURISM aGENCy: 
MaNDaTORy REGISTRaTION 
OF HOSPITaLITy VENUES 
TO ‘ENaBLE DaTa-BaSED 
MaNaGEMENT’

Hungarian hospitality services 

and tourist attractions will have to 

register with the national tourism 

registry by the end of this year, 

Zoltán Guller, the head of the 

Hungarian Tourism Agency, told 

business daily Világgazdaság, 

explaining that the registry would 

enable data-based management 
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of the sector. Since 2019, data 

provided by Hungary’s 40,000 hotels 

and lodgings has been analysed 

systematically, including the number 

of guests, their age, city of residence, 

the time of reservation and time of 

payment, he said. Big data analysis of 

those indicators allows the agency to 

assess the situation of the industry 

in real time and to forecast future 

trends, Guller said. “The data is 

handled with the strictest respect for 

personal rights,” he added. Seeing 

the success of the programme, the 

agency has turned to parliament to 

have it expanded to restaurants, bars 

and all hospitality venues equipped 

with online cash machines, which 

will allow a detailed analysis of 

revenue and consumption, Guller 

said. “Since mobile cell data of 

foreigners’ phones, as well as their 

credit card data, are on hand from 

other sources, domestic and inbound 

tourism can be mapped almost in its 

entirety,” he said. Meanwhile, Guller 

predicted a bumper year in 2022 for 

Hungary’s tourism sector.

INSURERS Say COVID JaB 
NOT a DISQUaLIFyING 
FaCTOR IN LIFE 
INSURaNCE POLICIES

The Covid-19 vaccine does not 

disqualify applicants from getting 

life insurance, the Association of 

Hungarian Insurers (Mabisz) said. In a 

statement, Mabisz dismissed reports 

claiming that those who have been 

inoculated against Covid will now fall 

under different categories when it 

comes to their life insurance policies 

and that insurance companies do 

not cover health problems caused by 

vaccines. Companies do not punish 

their clients for getting the Covid 

vaccine, the association said, adding 

that health problems caused by a 

Covid jab or any other vaccine were 

covered by providers. No insurer 

has indicated that the terms and 

conditions of their life insurance 

policies disqualify applicants who 

have received a coronavirus vaccine, 

Mabisz said. The association noted, at 

the same time, that several companies 

have made certain favourable changes 

to their health insurance policies 

concerning coronavirus infection, such 

as the reduction of the waiting period 

or the coverage of Covid tests.

TWO MEN HaNDED 
SUSPENDED PRISON 
SENTENCES FOR 
aSSaULTING yEMENI 
STUDENTS

The appeals court in Pécs, in southern 

Hungary, has handed suspended 

prison sentences to two men for the 

racially motivated assault on two 

Yemeni university students, the court 

said. The two men were sentenced 

for pushing and kicking two Yemeni 

university students after hearing them 

speak Arabic outside a shopping mall 

in August 2018. One of the attackers 

was sentenced to 15 months to be 

served in a youth detention centre, 

while the other was handed a two-year 

prison sentence, both suspended for 

three years.


