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Speaking after talks with Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony and Krisztina Baranyi, the district mayor, László Palkovics 

said the government was offering cooperation and full transparency to the local and the metropolitan councils on the 

project. He said the government interpreted the project, originally launched in 2017, as containing four elements, “university 

development, student housing development, student community spaces and research institutions”. “This is where we differ,” 

Palkovics said, adding that Karácsony insisted university construction had not been part of the agenda. “The presentation 

of the talks where the project was approved made it clear that a university quarter, rather than a student quarter would 

be built,” he said.

At the talks, the government pledged to build the university and the student quarter both, as well as “all facilities serving 

the students’ wellbeing,” Palkovics said. Preliminary estimates put the costs of the construction of the university alone at 

440 billion forints (EUR 1.25bn), with an additional 100 billion for “generic facilities”, he added.

A student quarter and the campus of China’s Fudan University will both be built in 
Budapest’s 9th district, the minister of innovation and technology has said.

FUDAN U CAMPUS, STUDENT CITY TO BOTH BE BUILT

Foreign minister holds talks in Paris

Stats office releases prelim estimate 
on Q1 GDP

Plenary session of parliament

Coronavirus updates
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Hungary’s Katinka Hosszú, the winner of the women’s 400 m medley event 
at the European Aquatics Championships in Budapest
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PALKOVICS PROMISES 
TRANSPARENCY IN 
FUDAN HUNGARY U 
CONSTRUCTION

At a meeting with the mayors 

of Budapest and its 9th district, 

government representatives offered to 

make the entire process establishing 

the local campus of China’s Fudan 

University transparent and invited 

the councils and the conference of 

student councils to sit on the board 

and a professional consulting body, 

László Palkovics, the minister of 

innovation and technology, said. 

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

did not answer to those proposals, 

and insisted on his interpretation 

of the original agreement, which 

did not include the construction of 

the university, Palkovics said. One 

advantage of agreements is that they 

can be reconsidered,” the minister 

added. At the same time, Palkovics said 

it was a “step forward that we could 

brief Gergely Karácsony and Krisztina 

Baranyi on how the agreement should 

be interpreted.”

Concerning the financing of the 

project, Palkovics said the government 

will review offers from European as well 

as Chinese investors, and decide “how 

the Hungarian government can best 

finance the project”. The government 

wants the student quarter and the 

university to be built simultaneously, 

he said. Fudan will offer studies in 

liberal arts, economics, engineering 

and medicine, he said.

KARÁCSONY: BUDAPEST 
LEADERSHIP AGAINST 
CONSTRUCTION OF FUDAN 
UNIVERSITY CAMPUS

Budapest’s leadership opposes the 

construction of a campus of China’s 

Fudan University in the city’s 9th 

district, Gergely Karácsony, the 

city’s mayor, told a press conference. 

Karácsony and Krisztina Baranyi, the 

mayor of the 9th district, earlier in the 

day met László Palkovics, the minister 

of innovation and technology, 

for talks on the project. Following 

talks with the minister, the city 

leadership can say it is “particularly” 

opposed to the construction of 

the campus, especially in the area 

meant to house a student quarter, 

Karácsony said. The mayor described 

the meeting with Palkovics as 

“long and unproductive”. He said 

the government had so far been 

reluctant to share its plans for the 

university campus, but today it 

had been revealed that it intends 

to spend more than 500 billion 

forints (EUR 1.4bn) in public funds 

on building an elite Chinese private 

university in the area of a planned 

student quarter, which would now 

have to be smaller as a result.

Karácsony noted that Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán had said on the 

night of the 2019 local government 

elections that the government 

accepted the outcome of the 

vote, and vowed not to launch any 

investment projects in Budapest 

which the city’s leadership opposed. 

“This means that the Fudan project 

is off the table, because the city’s 

leadership doesn’t support it,” he 

said. He said an agreement signed 

between the government and 

Budapest’s 9th district in December 

2019 made no mention of the 

construction of a university, adding 

that the deal could only be amended 

if both sides agree to it.

He said that until today, the 

leaders of neither Budapest nor the 

9th district had participated in any 

meetings where Fudan University 

was ever mentioned, insisting 

that they had been “misled”. The 

metropolitan council strives for a 

fair working relationship with the 

government and honours all of their 

agreements, Karácsony said, adding 

that the government needed to 

understand that Budapest did not 

want to go against the Dec. 2019 

agreement. The metropolitan council 

“will use all legal and political means 

at its disposal to ensure that the 

student quarter is built and Fudan 

isn’t”, he said.

Baranyi said Palkovics had asked 

for her and Karacsony’s approval 

for the Fudan campus to be 

built by “scrapping” the student 

quarter project. In response to a 

question, she said the size of the 

student quarter would now have 

to shrink from 26 hectares to a 

maximum of 7 hectares. Baranyi 

added that the metropolitan 

council feared that while it would 

be prevented from holding local 
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referendums on the matter due 

to the special legal order in 

place because of the pandemic, 

the government would sign the 

international treaties cementing 

the project. The metropolitan 

council has therefore decided to 

hold an “online consultation” with 

Budapesters, seeking their opinion 

on the construction of the Fudan 

University campus, she added.

ORBÁN DISCUSSES 
EUROPEAN AQUATICS 
CHAMPIONSHIPS WITH 
FINA VICE PRESIDENT

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán met 

Husain Al-Musallam, the first Vice 

President of the International 

Swimming Federation (FINA), to 

discuss the European Aquatics 

Championships under way in 

Budapest, training grants for young 

athletes and government support 

for the sport. At the meeting 

also attended by Pál Schmitt, 

member of the International 

Olympic Committee, Orbán and Al-

Musallam discussed the European 

Championships held in Budapest 

between May 10 and 23, the largest 

European water sports event since 

the outbreak of the coronavirus 

pandemic. They also talked about 

a new initiative of FINA, aimed to 

support young athletes looking 

to acquire training in preparation 

for their lives after retiring from 

competition. FINA is planning to 

set up a grant in cooperation with 

leading universities in several 

countries. Orbán said the Hungarian 

government has supported 

swimming with 163 billion forints 

(EUR 458.6m) since 2010. The 

Hungarian Swimming Association 

in 2013 launched its “Every child 

should learn to swim” programme, in 

cooperation with the government’s 

decision to introduce daily PE classes 

in public education, he said.

DK CALLS ON GOVT TO 
PAY FOR PCR TESTS FOR 
RECIPIENTS ON NON-EU 
APPROVED JABS

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) demands that the government 

should pay for the cost of PCR tests 

to Hungarians who wish to travel 

to countries that refuse to accept 

non-European Union approved 

coronavirus vaccines.

DK spokesman Balázs Barkóczi 

told an online press conference 

on Monday that despite the 

government’s promises, Hungarian 

vaccination plastic cards are not 

sufficient for travelling to Croatia 

and Austria made it clear on Sunday 

that they do not accept eastern 

vaccines. Hungarians who received 

either a Chinese or a Russian vaccine 

will not be eligible to get Austria’s 

“Green Card” which is required to 

use hotels, restaurants and pools in 

the country, he added. Such persons 

must present a negative PCR test 

not older than 72 hours or an anti-

gene test not older than 48 hours in 

order to get access to such services in 

Austria, Barkóczi said. Nobody should 

suffer disadvantage because of the 

“government’s failure”, Barkóczi said 

and added that the cabinet should 

bear the extra costs of tests. He 

also called on the government to 

“apologise for misleading Hungarians 

when it said they would be eligible to 

use every services even if inoculated 

with a Chinese vaccine”.

SEMJÉN: HUNGARIAN 
STATE AIMS TO PRESERVE 
NATION

The purpose and aim of the 

Hungarian state is to preserve the 

Hungarian nation and improve the 

quality of life of Hungarians, Deputy 

Prime Minister Zsolt Semjén told an 

online conference organised by the 

Friends of Hungary Foundation. The 

only way the Hungarian nation will 

survive is if every part of it survives, 

Semjén, the deputy PM in charge 

of Hungarian communities abroad, 

church policy and national and 

ethnic minorities, said. If a part 

of the nation, such as the ethnic 

Hungarian communities in Slovakia 

or Romania, were to disappear, it 

would endanger the survival of the 

nation as a whole, he said. “Every 

nation is a unique and one-of-a-

kind asset,” Semjén said. “They 

possess values that only they can 

give to humanity, so anything that 

truncates the existence of a nation 

ultimately truncates the wealth of 

humanity’s assets.”
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LMP SUBMITS BUDGET 
AMENDMENT PROPOSAL 
TO ‘RESTORE’ UNIVERSITY 
FUNDING

The opposition LMP party has 

submitted amendment proposals 

to the 2022 budget bill, saying they 

aim to return “funds stripped from 

universities” to the institutions. 

Under the government’s plan to 

use the European Union’s Resilience 

and Recovery Facility (RRF), set 

up to offset the fallout of the 

coronavirus pandemic, universities 

are slated to receive 119 billion 

forints (EUR 334.8m), rather than the 

1,500 billion promised previously, 

party group leader László Lóránt 

Keresztes told a press conference. 

He insisted the government was 

not going to compensate higher 

education institutions for the loss 

of funds, and that universities would 

face “brutal austerity measures” 

next year. Next year’s budget does 

not cover the two-step wage hike 

containing two 15% raises promised 

to universities, Keresztes said. 

Meanwhile, Keresztes insisted the 

government was spending double 

the amount allocated to the entire 

Hungarian higher education on 

China’s Fudan University, which 

is planning to set up a campus 

in Budapest. Keresztes pledged 

to “give back the autonomy of 

universities after a change of 

government next year”, after the 

general elections.

HUNGARY RECORDS 38 
CORONAVIRUS FATALITIES, 
426 NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 38 patients, generally elderly with 

co-morbidities, died over the past 24 

hours, while 426 new infections were 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Monday. So far 4,639,299 people have 

received a first jab, while 2,727,165 have 

been fully vaccinated. The number 

of active infections has declined to 

138,384, while hospitals are treating 

2,259 Covid patients, 258 of whom 

need respiratory assistance. There are 

16,297 people in official quarantine, 

while 5,649,027 tests have been 

officially carried out. Since the first 

outbreak, 798,573 infections have been 

registered, while fatalities have risen to 

29,213. Fully 630,976 people have made 

a recovery. So far, most infections have 

been registered in Budapest and Pest 

County, followed by the counties of 

Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, Győr-Moson-

Sopron and Hajdú-Bihar.

GOVT OFFICIAL: 
CONSTRUCTION OF 
VACCINE PLANT TO BEGIN 
IN 100 DAYS IN DEBRECEN

The cornerstone of a national vaccine 

production plant will be laid in 

Debrecen, in eastern Hungary, in one 

hundred days, the state secretary for 

economic strategy and regulation 

said. Hungary needs a domestic plant 

that can start producing a Hungarian 

vaccine on its own at the end of 2022 

so as to “protect the life and health 

of Hungarians”, László György of the 

innovation and technology ministry 

told the online press conference of 

the operative board in charge of 

coronavirus epidemic response. The 

Hungarian government decided 

early on, just before the outbreak 

of the coronavirus epidemic, to 

make preparations for setting up a 

domestic vaccination plant in the 

country’s second largest city, György 

said. The state secretary highlighted 

the economic benefits of a domestic 

vaccine plant, noting the possibility of 

vaccine exports to the global market.

NBH POLICY MAKERS 
COULD WEIGH RATE HIKE 
IN JUNE

The Monetary Council of the 

National Bank of Hungary (NBH) 

could consider raising the base rate 

at a policy meeting in June, deputy 

governor Barnabás Virág said on 

Monday, Reuters reported. Virág 

said Hungary’s monetary policy 

would enter a new phase from 

June as the economy fully reopens, 

and the central bank would adjust 

short-term rates proactively to tackle 

rising inflation risks. He said rate rises 

could precede any decision about 

asset purchases, and the NBH’s next 

quarterly Inflation Report, which 

the Monetary Council will discuss at 

the June policy meeting, would be 

critical in assessing risks.

“This will be a data-driven process, in 

several steps...and the possibility of a 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

5

MAY 18, 2021
MORNING ISSUE AM

hike in the base rate is worth assessing 

already in June,” Virág told journalists.

He said the economy will rebound 

dynamically from the pandemic-

induced shock, with GDP growth 

seen now closer to 6% this year, due 

to a strong rise in demand. Virág said 

upside inflation risks have clearly risen 

since March, and the NBH would do 

everything to prevent second-round 

effects.

“We must not underestimate the 

risks of a sustained rise in inflation, 

and we will react to inflation risks pro-

actively,” Reuters cited Virág as saying. 

“We will deploy a mixed strategy: we 

will shape short-term rates proactively...

working on the phasing out of crisis 

management tools in parallel with 

that,” he said. He said the bank would 

react to sustained inflation risks by 

changing its key base rate, while 

the one-week deposit rate would 

be used to tackle short-term shocks 

in risk premia, Reuters reported. The 

NBH’s base rate has been unchanged 

at 0.60% since July 2020.

EU RRF CREDIT ‘NOT THE 
MOST SUITABLE’ FOR 
ACHIEVING NATL GOALS

Hungary’s government decided 

earlier that European Union credit 

available in the framework of the 

Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) 

didn’t dovetail with national targets, 

state secretary for EU developments 

Szabolcs Ágostházy said in an 

interview published in Monday’s issue 

of business daily Világgazdaság.

When Hungary submitted its RRF 

plan to Brussels about a week earlier, 

Ágostházy said the country would 

use the grant money available but 

would not call down RRF credit “for 

the time being”. “We had planned 

development programmes earlier 

in the framework of drawing down 

larger amounts of credit. During 

that time, as we negotiated with the 

European Commission, it became 

more and more clear that the credit 

products offered by the EU did not 

fit seamlessly with achieving the 

goals of the Hungarian government,” 

Ágostházy told Világgazdaság. He 

acknowledged that the RRF credit 

was “relatively cheap” but said 

the cost of borrowing wasn’t the 

disadvantage, rather the “sectoral 

orientation and the timing for 

utilisation” of the credit. He noted 

that other EU member states had 

taken similar positions on the matter, 

adding that just five planned to tap 

the credit, in part or in whole.

“It wasn’t a political decision but a 

purely policy one that the government 

took after the Prime Minister’s Office 

and the Finance Ministry scrutinised 

the conditions of the RRF credit 

together. We determined that this 

is not the most suitable resource 

for implementing national goals at 

present,” Ágostházy said.

“This decision was taken already a 

few days before the prime minister’s 

visit to Brussels, when Viktor Orbán 

personally informed [European 

Commission President] Ursula von der 

Leyen [about the matter],” he added.

PRESIDENT 
ÁDER DISCUSSES 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
EDUCATION IN PODCAST

President János Áder on Monday 

discussed programmes teaching 

sustainability in public education in 

his Blue Planet podcast with Miklós 

Matolcsy, the head of a company 

organising thematic weeks in 

public schools. Thematic weeks on 

sustainability are held in about a third 

of Hungarian schools, with some 

400,000 students participating, Áder 

said. According to a survey filled out 

by 11,000 students, they see noise 

pollution, illegal waste dumps and 

water pollution as the most important 

issues, he said. Besides organising 

thematic weeks, PontVelem, the 

company headed by Matolcsy, also 

offers a curriculum on sustainability, 

including teacher training, textbooks 

and a complete methodology which 

has already been adopted by 200 

schools, he said. The curriculum is 

currently developed for 15-16-year-

olds, with the textbook for 17-18-year-

olds already in progress, he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ INAUGURATES 
FOOD PROCESSING PLANT 
IN S HUNGARY

Péter Szijjártó, the minister of foreign 

affairs and trade, inaugurated food 

company Kométa’s by-product 

processing plant in Kaposvár, 

southern Hungary. The government 
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has supported the 1.4 billion forint 

(EUR 3.9m) investment with a 664 

million forint government grant, 

Szijjártó said. The new plant, the first 

such establishment in Hungary, will 

be able to process 15,000 tonnes of 

by-products annually, Szijjártó said. 

Some 8,000 tonnes of that will come 

from Kométa’s own plants, he added. 

“The company has secured 870 jobs 

with the investment while reducing 

its environmental footprint and 

producing important ingredients for 

animal feeds and the chemical and 

pharmaceutical industries,” he said.

ROMA ORG: ROMA 
RESISTANCE DAY OFFERS 
SALUTARY LESSONS

The Day of Roma Resistance being 

marked on Sunday offers salutary 

lessons today, the National Roma 

Self-Government (ORO) said in a 

statement, referring to the persecution 

and resistance of the Roma during the 

Second World War.

“Even when circumstances appear 

hopeless, oppression can and must be 

confronted,” the statement posted on 

Facebook said. Several sources suggest 

that the most palpable show of 

resistance took place on May 16, 1944, 

when prisoners of a camp for Roma in 

the Auschwitz-Birkenau area refused to 

cooperate with the Nazi guards trying 

to corral them into the gas chamber.

Able-bodied Roma were taken to 

Buchenwald, Ravensbrück or other 

camps. Almost 3,000 Roma men, 

women and children were executed 

in the Auschwitz-Birkenau camp in 

a single night at dawn on August 

3, 1944. “May 16 reminds us that no 

destructive force exists that cannot 

be resisted,” the ORÖ statement said. 

In commemoration of those tragic 

events, May 16 has been marked as the 

Day of Courage and Roma Resistance 

Day in western Europe since 2005 and 

in Hungary since 2015 May.

PRO CULTURA 
MINORITATUM 
HUNGARIAE AWARD 
PRESENTED

Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Semjén 

presented the state Pro Cultura 

Minoritatum Hungariae award to 

eleven people and two groups 

representing Hungary’s 13 national 

minorities in the Bulgarian cultural 

centre. Established in 2005, the 

award is given annually to a person 

or an organisation in recognition 

of their outstanding achievement 

in promoting minority culture and 

identity. The award this year went 

to Sándor Bedics (Slovene), Mihály 

Cserháti (Romanian), Levente Galda 

(Slovak), Polish-born pianist Izabella 

Darska, Dezső Kardos (Swabian), 

Alekszandra Kormányos (Ukranian), 

Árpádné Kovács (Roma), Ivan Micov 

Jordanov (Bulgarian), Stefanidu Janula 

(Greek), László Szám (Armenian) and 

Sándor Szmolár (Ruthenian). The two 

organisations receiving the award 

include Orkestar Poklade group 

promoting Balkan-Serbian folk music 

and the Korjeni Women’s Choir for 

Croatia. Presenting the award, Semjén 

said that “the mission of Hungarian 

national minorities is to be faithful to 

their own, sole, unrepeatable heritage; 

to preserve and pass it on, because 

this is a value only they can give to 

their mother nation, Hungarians and 

universal humanity”.

BUDAPEST TO HOST INTL 
SONGWRITING CAMP

Budapest will play host to an 

international songwriting camp 

this week, Artisjus, the Hungarian 

association which collects music 

licensing fees, and the camp’s organiser, 

said. The event dubbed Songwriting 

Camp will run from Tuesday to 

Friday and will welcome songwriters, 

composers and music producers 

from seven countries, including the 

Netherlands, Britain, Germany and 

central and eastern European countries, 

who will be working with Hungarian 

talent, Artisjus said. The aim of the camp 

is to boost Hungarian music exports 

and promote cooperation between 

Hungarian and international artists.


