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The EESZT app available for Android and iOS is currently running in test mode. To use it citizens must register at www.

eeszt.gov.hu. Hungary earlier started issuing plastic Covid immunity certificate cards to citizens who have been inoculated 

against the coronavirus.

Meanwhile, a new shipment of the Sinopharm vaccine, 1.2 million doses in all, arrived in Hungary on Sunday. With the 

latest delivery, Hungary has received a total of 4.5 million doses of Sinopharm, Péter Szijjártó, the foreign minister, told 

MTI. Hungary, he added, was grateful to China for making the delivery over two weeks in advance of the May 31 deadline. 

“Certainly, every day counts,” he said. So far 6.5 million vaccine doses “from the East” have arrived in Hungary, he said, 

adding that without them the current number of recipients of jabs would not have reached 4.6 million. The minister noted 

that the World Health Organization (WHO) recently approved the Sinopharm vaccine. “Everyone can rest assured of this 

vaccine’s efficacy and safety.”

An app that serves as a Covid immunity certificate has been launched in Hungary.
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KaRÁCSONy: NEXT GOVT 
TO STaND FOR ‘THE 99%’

Hungary’s next government must 

“make amends” for current social 

injustices, Gergely Karácsony, who 

is campaigning to become the 

opposition’s nominee for prime 

minister, has said, vowing to serve 

the country’s “99%” rather than just 

its “privileged few”. Karácsony, who 

currently serves as the mayor of 

Budapest as well as co-leading the 

Párbeszéd party, outlined his party’s 

campaign manifesto, promising to 

“restore democracy” while “making 

amends for the legal, moral, and 

material damage” caused over the 

past decade. “It’s not only a changing 

of the guard or a rematch we need, 

but real change and accountability,” 

he said, slamming the politics of 

“corruption, irresponsibility and 

vainglory”. Karácsony also called for 

Hungarian society to be reunited. 

After the pandemic, the country 

would need “more sustainable and 

more humane policies,” he said. “The 

future will either be green or there will 

be no future at all.” 

Concerning the opposition 

primaries, Karácsony said candidates 

“should not be competing to see who 

has the biggest vocabulary to malign 

the government” but to determine 

“who’s able to keep the opposition 

alliance together and reinforce it.” 

At the same time, he said: “We’re not 

looking for a leader of the opposition 

but a person to lead the whole 

country.” The opposition needs a 

coalition of conservatives and liberals 

“to stop the 1%” that is no longer 

subject to checks and balances, he 

added.

Karácsony also referred to a new 

political force, “Movement 99”, 

to promote change in Hungary 

alongside political parties currently 

in opposition. Karácsony said the 

movement already had the support 

of personalities such as former 

state secretary József Ángyán, 

philosopher János Kiss, former 

central bank governor Péter Ákos Bod, 

sociologist Zsuzsa Ferge and actor-

director Róbert Alföldi. He said the 

movement is in the midst of drafting 

a programme to set the directions for 

the reestablishment of “a cohesive 

society and the rule of law”.

SOCIaLISTS BaCK 
KaRÁCSONy  
IN OPPOSITION PRIMaRy 

The Socialist Party has declared its 

backing for Gergely Karácsony in 

the opposition primary ahead of 

next year’s general elections. The 

Socialists and its Párbeszéd ally see 

Karácsony, who currently serves as 

the mayor of Budapest, as a “young 

and modern” politician who would 

be a “committed supporter” of the 

Socialist Party’s programme as 

government head, the party said 

in a statement. Karácsony would 

also “refabricate the rule of law in 

Hungary” where “the press will again 

be free and the law will apply to 

everyone”. Under a new government 

“everybody will prosper according 

to their talents and skills, while the 

needy will get help as a matter of 

course and social security will be a 

priority.” Karácsony, the statement 

added, would devote close attention 

to the protection of natural assets 

and work to raise climate awareness 

and promote green energy.

MINISTRy DENIES 
OPPOSITION CHaRGES 
OF PLaNNED HOSPITaL 
CLOSURES

The human resources ministry has 

denied opposition claims that the 

government plans a raft of hospital 

closures. Referring to a claim that 

the ministry planned to close certain 

hospitals and outpatient clinics by 

Zsombor Kunetz, a doctor who writes 

for various media outlets, including 

those allied to the opposition, the 

ministry said in a statement that it 

regularly consulted with health leaders 

concerning changes in health services 

that may be required in view of current 

circumstances. “This has never resulted 

in hospital closures, and this time is no 

different.” 

OPPOSITION DK CITES 
‘WEaPONISaTION’ OF 
aUDIT OFFICE

The Democratic Coalition (DK) 

opposition party has slammed the 

government for “weaponising” the 

state audit office (ÁSZ), which had 
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earlier censured DK for alleged 

party financing infringements. The 

party successfully sued the state 

auditor to release documentation 

that it said would exonerate it 

of alleged wrongdoing, and a 

Budapest court also instructed 

ÁSZ to pay the party’s legal costs, 

DK’s director, László Sebián-

Petrovszki, told a press briefing. 

“We European Hungarians won’t 

tolerate abuses of power and we 

reject all threats,” he said, accusing 

the government of using the state 

body for its own ends, “evoking 

the darkest of dictatorships”. The 

auditor had demanded the party 

produce documents which DK said 

had been destroyed in a fire at the 

party’s headquarters in 2018, and 

in a related move the auditor had 

threatened to block DK’s public 

funding. The party insisted that 

the audit office already possessed 

copies of the documentation and 

sued for their release. 

In a statement reacting to DK’s 

briefing, the audit office said all 

relevant reports regarding the 

DK’s finances were in the public 

domain and available on the ASZ 

website. Bálint Horváth, the audit 

office’s spokesman, in a statement 

accused DK’s management of 

having breached the law and various 

regulations over several years. Based 

on “available facts”, he added, DK’s 

accounts and management in each 

of the years from 2013 to 2018 had 

failed to comply with the legal 

requirements. 

FIDESZ MEP WELCOMES 
DISMISSaL OF COURT 
CaSE aGaINST ITaLy’S 
SaLVINI

Fidesz MEP Balázs Hidvéghi has 

welcomed a court dismissal of a case 

against Matteo Salvini, the former 

Italian interior minister, for refusing to 

let a migrant rescue ship dock in Italy in 

2019. “The fact that civil groups pushed 

to have him prosecuted instead of the 

people smugglers bringing migrants 

to Europe just goes to show the state 

of mind western Europe’s in,” Hidvéghi 

said on Facebook. The MEP hailed the 

judge’s decision to dismiss the case 

as a “victory of common sense”. “But 

unfortunately, Salvini isn’t out of the 

woods yet,” Hidvéghi said. “His courage 

to speak out has made him a target of 

all the pro-migration NGOs.” Hidvéghi 

noted that Salvini is due back in court 

in September to defend himself in 

a similar case. “And those of us who 

want our children to live in a European 

Europe will be nervous about the 

outcome of the trial,” he said. 

CaTHOLIC CHURCH 
LEaDER DISCUSSES POPE’S 
BUDaPEST VISIT 

The International Eucharistic Congress 

to be held in Budapest this September 

is a symbol of life after the pandemic, 

Cardinal Péter Erdő, the head of the 

Hungarian Catholic Church, said after 

discussing Pope Francis’s participation 

in the Congress with Vatican Secretary 

of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin in the 

Vatican. Erdő told MTI that his talks 

had focused on specific organisational 

matters concerning the upcoming 

Congress. While too early to discuss 

the event’s finishing touches, plans 

are under way, Erdő said, adding that 

a Vatican delegation inspected the 

Budapest venue of the Congress last 

week. “What’s certain is that Pope 

Francis has an invitation to the Sept. 

12 closing mass,” Erdő said, noting that 

this International Eucharistic Congress 

closing mass will be the first in 20 

years to be attended by the pontiff. 

Pope Francis’s Budapest visit will also 

involve meetings with the Congress’s 

participants, Erdő said. Statio Orbis, 

the mass closing the Congress, will be 

celebrated by Pope Francis at Heroes’ 

Square on Sept. 12, he noted, adding 

that the pontiff’s meeting with the 

faithful may take place in the Museum 

of Fine Arts or the Budapest Hall of Art. 

The Congress to be held from Sept. 5 

to 12 is also expected to be attended 

by Greek and Eastern Catholic bishops, 

Orthodox and Protestant guests as 

well as representatives of the Jewish 

community and civil society

POTÁPI aTTENDS 
INaUGURaTION OF 
RENOVaTED CHURCH IN 
ROMaNIa 

Árpád János Potápi, state secretary 

for Hungarian communities abroad, 

attended the inauguration service 

of a church in Sfântu Gheorghe 

(Sepsiszentgyörgy), renovated using 
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Hungarian state funding. Potápi told 

the Reformed Church gathering 

that the edifice of the late-Gothic 

fortified structure was renovated 

thanks to “a cooperative effort by 

the Hungarian nation” and the active 

local community. A bid for European 

funding had been thwarted by 

Romanian authorities in 2015. Its 

completion with Hungarian financing 

“conveys the message that every 

Hungarian can rely on the Hungarian 

government...” Potápi said.

Meanwhile, Potápi also inaugurated 

a scouting monument in Lazarea 

(Gyergyószárhegy), in northern 

Romania. “The Hungarian nation is 

now getting stronger in 2021, the 

year of renewal,” Potápi said in his 

speech at the ceremony organised 

by the Hungarian Scout Association 

in Romania (RMCSSZ). “It’s possible 

to bounce back from any difficult 

situation, but this requires work, faith 

and hope,” he said. 

OFFICIaL: aTOMIC ENERGy 
OFFICE TO BECOME 
INDEPENDENT OF GOVT 

The government has submitted a bill 

to parliament that would make the 

National Atomic Energy Office (OAH) 

independent of the executive branch 

from 2022. The OAH’s transformation 

would create a strong authority 

free from outside influence, the 

innovation and technology ministry 

state secretary told the daily Magyar 

Nemzet. Tamás Schanda said the 

European Commission had often raised 

questions over government control 

over the office and had emphasised 

the need for its independence. As 

an independent regulatory body, 

the OAH would obtain independent 

legal status and would be overseen 

by parliament under the bill. Schanda 

added that the OAH would enjoy the 

highest degree of independence in 

accordance with its functions, as well 

as greater organisational, regulatory 

and budgetary autonomy.

HUNGaRy RECORDS 61 
FaTaLITIES, 718 NEW 
INFECTIONS

Fully 61 patients, generally elderly with 

co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 718 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Sunday. So far 4,600,012 

people have received a first jab, while 

2,701,789 have been fully vaccinated.  

The number of active infections has 

declined to 143,884, while hospitals 

are treating 2,270 Covid patients, 261 

of whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 17,043 people in official 

quarantine, while 5,638,662 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 798,147 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 29,175. Fully 625,088 people 

have made a recovery. 

HUNGaRIaN GROUPS 
HEaDED FOR ENGLISH 
FOLK EXPO 2021

Four Hungarian groups, including 

renowned folk ensemble Muzsikás, have 

been selected to represent Hungarian 

folk music at this year’s English Folk 

Expo (EFEx) and to give a performance 

at the Manchester Folk Festival in 

October, the Hungarian House of 

Heritage said. Organised annually, 

EFEx and the Manchester festival are 

major international music industry and 

cultural events which promote folk 

music groups with focus on a particular 

country each year. The focus of this 

year’s event will be on Hungary, Heritage 

House said. Muzsikás is widely regarded 

the most renowned Hungarian folk 

ensemble worldwide. The other three 

groups include upcoming Ötödik 

Évszak (Fifth season) founded in 2018, 

Pengetős (Plucking) a trio of zither, 

tambura and cobza players, and Dalinda, 

a folk acapella grouping. Manchester is 

hosting the groups during the festival 

running from October 21 to 24.


