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At the same time, the pandemic is not over yet, Orbán warned, and urged Hungarians to observe the regulations “necessary 

for a safe life.” So far, 4,483,598 people have been inoculated, Orbán said, adding that the country may pass the five-million 

mark by the end of May, “maybe even around Pentecost”. Restrictions regarding wedding celebrations and other events, as 

well as the curfew currently imposed between midnight and 5am, will be lifted then, he said.Immunity certificates will be 

required to attend “certain events drawing large crowds” until early to mid-August, he added. The total tally of vaccinations 

may reach 6 million in Hungary, he said, adding that it was the personal responsibility of Hungarians whether they accepted 

the vaccine.Meanwhile, Orbán slammed the opposition for its “pathetic failure on the pandemic front”. Protection against 

a pandemic is a national cause, and “trying to dissuade people from taking the vaccine or sowing mistrust against certain 

products is more than just a mistake,” he said.

Hungary may be the first European country to return to “normal life” after the 
coronavirus pandemic, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán told public broadcaster Kossuth 
Radio.

ORBÁN: HUNGaRy CLOSEST IN EUROPE TO 
NORMaLCy

Coronavirus updates
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Norbert Kiss, European truck racing champion, and Marco Rossi, manager of 
Hungary’s national eleven, on Hungaroring
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ORBÁN: COMPaSSION 
KEy ELEMENT OF COVID 
RESPONSE

Commenting on Hungary’s inoculation 

rate, ranked 10th in the world and first 

in the European Union, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán said in an interview with 

public broadcaster Kossuth Radio that 

it was a “good result ... but the race 

is for the lives of Hungarians”. While 

Hungary’s vaccination campaign is 

among the best, “compassion and 

help in dealing with pain will have to 

be a priority,” Orbán said, as “we have 

sustained heavy losses”.

EU countries lag behind the 

Hungarian vaccination plan by 1-2 

months, Orbán said, adding that 

Hungary is inoculating 16-18-year-

olds “while Western Europe is still 

[vaccinating] pensioners.” He thanked 

the Hungarian youth for over half of 

them registering for the vaccine. 

There are currently 944,000 people 

who have registered but did not take 

the available vaccination, Orbán said. 

They are presumed to be waiting for 

vaccines currently not in stock, he said. 

“Right now, that is mostly Pfizer,” he 

said, adding that once the 16-18-year-

olds have been inoculated, 150,000 

adults will be able to get the Pfizer 

vaccine ever week. Some 330,000 

Pfizer vaccines arrive in Hungary 

every week, around 180,000 of which 

can be used as second jabs, he said. 

Orbán said that based on a report 

by the working team on vaccine 

management, sufficient amounts of 

vaccines are on stock in case a third 

jab is needed, possibly in the autumn 

or in the first quarter of next year.

Meanwhile, the government 

will start a campaign on Monday 

to encourage Hungarians abroad 

“from Tierra del Fuego or Patagonia 

to Miercurea Ciuc”, to register for 

vaccination in Hungary if they want 

to get the jab, he said.

Regarding his Thursday meeting 

with research biologist Katalin Karikó, 

the patent holder for mRNA-based 

vaccines, Orbán said her assertion that 

the method developed by her research 

team enabled swift responses to new 

virus mutations “should boost the 

nation’s sense of security”.

ORBÁN: HUNGaRy 
EMPLOyMENT BaCK aT 
PRE-CRISIS LEVEL

Employment in Hungary has returned 

to pre-crisis level, Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán said in an interview to public 

broadcaster Kossuth Radio. The work 

of doctors and nurses has greatly 

contributed to economic performance 

because “they cured everyone 

humanly possible”, Orbán said. He 

added that only 2,600 Covid patients 

were now in hospital, including 338 

on ventilators and some 608,000 had 

recovered.

Finance Minister Mihály Varga has 

done “an excellent job in putting 

together next year’s budget” covering 

such expenses as the gradual 

reintroduction of 13th month pensions, 

the payment of pension premiums 

and tax exemption to under 25 year-

olds, Orbán said. The 2022 budget 

will enable Hungary to embark on an 

outstanding growth path in European 

comparison and to emerge stronger 

from the crisis, he added. Orbán 

said the operative body responsible 

for overseeing the relaunch of the 

economy and “life beyond economy” 

will be set up next week. Meanwhile, 

family support measures such as tax 

allowances after children must be 

further increased along with other 

incentives to convince families that 

having more children makes them 

better off financially, Orbán said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: V4 COULD 
BE WINNERS OF POST-
PaNDEMIC ‘NEW WORLD 
ORDER’

Through cooperation, the Visegrad 

Group countries could become 

winners of a post-pandemic ‘new 

world order’, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said. Speaking after a meeting 

of V4 heads of diplomacy in Łódź in 

central Poland, Szijjártó told a press 

conference that the alliance of the 

Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and 

Slovakia had been pursuing “economic 

and security policy strategies based 

on common sense”. Thanks to their 

joint efforts, mandatory quotas for 

the distribution of migrants have not 

been enforced in the European Union 

and central Europe has become the 

most attractive target for investment 

in Europe, he added. “As a result of 

the coronavirus pandemic, it is not 
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an exaggeration to talk about an 

emerging new world order both in 

economy and politics,” he said. “Close 

cooperation between the V4 countries 

ensures swift economic relaunch in 

the future and enables the group to 

belong among the winners of the new 

world order,” he added.

Central Europe has now become a 

major supplier to German industries, 

the “backbone of the European 

economy”, Szijjártó said, adding that 

trade turnover between the V4 and 

Germany had exceeded 300 billion 

euros in 2019.

Szijjártó noted the region’s 

disciplined fiscal policy and low 

taxes, saying that “Hungary will never 

support the introduction for any 

minimum tax at a global level”. “We 

will not raise taxes under international 

pressure; retaining tax policy making as 

a national competency is a guarantee 

for our competitiveness,” he said.

In another development, Szijjártó 

said that the Hungarian government 

insisted on its earlier position on 

mandatory migrant quotas. “We have 

seen that the idea of such quotas has 

not been given up in Brussels or in 

New York”. “We must be alert so that 

what we managed to prevent once 

from happening, should not be 

smuggled back and jeopardise the 

security and self-determination of 

Europe,” he said.

Hungary is interested in a strong 

Europe, which “cannot exist 

without strong Christian values and 

communities”, Szijjártó said, adding 

that the Hungarian government 

would therefore “continue to 

support persecuted Christians in 

the world and insist that Europe’s 

fundamental Christian values be 

reinforced.”

The minister also said he hoped 

that agreements could soon be 

concluded within the Visegrad Group 

under which coronavirus vaccination 

certificates would be mutually 

accepted.

HUNGaRy RECORDS 71 
COVID FaTaLITIES, 1,190 
NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 71 patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over 

the past 24 hours, while 1,190 

new infections were registered, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Friday. So 

far 4,483,598 people have received 

a first jab, while 2,626,857 have 

been fully vaccinated. The number 

of active infections has declined 

to 158,458, while hospitals are 

treating 2,612 Covid patients, 338 of 

whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 18,448 people in official 

quarantine, while 5,607,336 tests 

have been officially carried out. 

Since the first outbreak, 796,390 

infections have been registered, 

while fatalities have risen to 29,041. 

Fully 608,891 people have made 

a recovery. So far, most infections 

have been registered in Budapest 

and Pest County, followed by the 

counties of Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, 

Győr-Moson-Sopron and Hajdú-

Bihar.

HUNGaRy REaCHES DEaL 
WITH CZECHIa  
ON UNRESTRICTED 
TRaVEL FOR INOCULaTED

Hungary has reached an agreement 

with the Czech Republic on 

unrestricted cross-border travel for 

each other’s nationals who have been 

inoculated against the coronavirus, 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

Péter Szijjártó said. From Saturday, both 

countries will mutually recognise each 

other’s Covid immunity certificates, 

regardless of the type of vaccine used, 

Szijjártó said on Facebook. He added 

that further talks on unrestricted 

travel for the vaccinated would take 

place in Łódź, Poland, later on Friday. 

In addition to the Czech Republic, 

Hungary has reached agreements 

on mutual recognition of Covid 

immunity certificates with Croatia, 

Serbia, Montenegro, Slovenia, Turkey 

and Bahrain. Romania also honours 

Hungarian immunity certificates and 

vice versa.

GOVT OFFICIaL: GOVT 
LOOKING INTO EXTENDING 
LOaN MORaTORIUM  
FOR VULNERaBLE

The government will decide 

whether to uphold the loan 

moratorium for vulnerable 

borrowers after consultation with 

the Hungarian Banking Association 

and the National Bank of Hungary 

(NBH), a government official 
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said. In an interview published 

in the Friday edition of business 

daily Világgazdaság, András 

Tállai, a state secretary of the 

finance ministry, welcomed the 

association’s proposal to extend the 

moratorium introduced to protect 

borrowers hit hard by the fallout 

of the coronavirus pandemic. The 

moratorium is set to expire at the 

end of June. Earlier in the week, 

Hungarian Banking Association told 

MTI the body backed continued, 

targeted support for retail and 

corporate borrowers who have 

suffered significant losses because 

of the coronavirus crisis.

Tállai noted that the number of 

retail borrowers participating in the 

repayment moratorium fell from 1.6 

million in April 2020 to 1.3 million at 

the end of February, citing NBH data. 

The share of corporate borrowers in 

the moratorium has dropped by 21 

percentage points since May 2020 

and now stands around 35,000, he 

added. In terms of lending stock, 

around half of retail credit and 35% of 

corporate loans are in the moratorium 

at present. Tállai said the moratorium 

had left 1,700-1,800 billion forints (EUR 

4.8-5.0bn) in the economy by the end 

of 2020, equivalent to 3.6-3.8% of GDP.

OMBUDSMaN: 
REGULaTIONS  
ON IMMUNITy 
CERTIFICaTE  
NOT OBJECTIONaBLE

The current regulations on immunity 

certificates are not objectionable on 

the whole but certain corrections 

may be justified from a constitutional 

perspective, the ombudsman 

for fundamental rights said. The 

ombudsman’s office said it had 

received over eight hundred 

complaints in connection with the 

immunity certificates in a few days. 

Ákos Kozma said that after reviewing 

these complaints he had submitted 

proposals to the interior minister and 

the human resources minister.

Covid vaccination is not mandatory 

in Hungary but legal regulations 

encourage citizens to receive 

vaccination, Kozma said. This is not 

objectionable from a constitutional 

perspective as long as enough 

vaccines are available for the entire 

population and it is exclusively up 

to the individuals to take or reject 

the vaccine, he added. Current 

regulations require Hungarians to 

hold vaccination certificates if they 

want to attend various sports and 

cultural events, use indoor areas of 

restaurants or stay in commercial 

accommodations as guests. Kozma 

said that during a pandemic it is not 

illogical to set conditions for access to 

certain services.

It is the government’s task and 

responsibility that the certificates 

should be issued once full immunity 

developed, he said. Some might 

request the vaccination for “pragmatic 

reasons”, purely to acquire a certificate 

and they skip the second jab. He 

said that he had proposed a review 

of the regulations on the issuance 

of certificates. The validity of the 

certificates must be specified in 

a way that reflects the most likely 

immunity period and the government 

should continually review whether 

the relevant regulations need to 

be updated, he said. Kozma also 

said that people who could not 

get vaccinated for health reasons 

should not be required to hold an 

immunity certificate in order to 

access certain rights. Additionally, he 

said that persons inoculated abroad 

against Covid should be ensured the 

same rights as Hungarian holders of 

immunity certificates and legislators 

should find a way to ensure this.


