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Meanwhile, the cabinet is mulling further easing pandemic-related restrictions, Gergely Gulyás told a government press 

briefing. Under the government’s plan, Hungarian citizens living abroad will also be entitled to receive a Hungarian immunity 

certificate from next week. Hungarians inoculated against Covid-19 in member states of the European Union, NATO or the 

OECD, and in Russia or China, can apply to obtain a Hungarian immunity certificate after submitting proof of their inoculation 

to the Hungarian authorities, he said. Starting on May 28th, wedding celebrations will be allowed again regardless of the 

number of vaccinations at the time, he said.

The number of inoculations is currently close to 4.5 million, Gulyás said. Vaccination of the 96,000 registered 16-18-year-

olds will take place from Thursday to Tuesday, he said. The remaining 144,000 Pfizer vaccines are also expected to be used 

by then, he said.

Five million Hungarians are expected to have received at least their first jab by the final 
week of May, the prime minister’s chief of staff has said.

FIVE MILLION VACCINATED BY LAST WEEK OF MAY
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Young man receives first dose of Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine in Salgótarján
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GULYÁS: HUNGARY HAS 
1-2 MONTHS’ HEAD START

Because both Western and Eastern 

vaccines have been administered, 

Hungary’s vaccination plan is 1-2 

months ahead of other European 

countries, Gergely Gulyás, the 

prime minister’s chief of staff, has 

said. Hungary “leads the pack” with 

nearly 56% of adults inoculated, 

Gulyás said. “Although restrictions 

regarding immunity certificates will 

remain in place until August, we may 

have a relatively normal summer,” he 

told a press briefing. Those who only 

accept Western vaccines will also be 

inoculated by end of June the latest, 

Gulyás said. Five million people have 

registered for vaccination already, 

and another 260,000 people working 

in health care and law enforcement, 

as well as the residents of elderly 

care homes, have been vaccinated 

without registration, he added. 

Meanwhile, social immunity is 

growing, along with falling caseload 

and fatality numbers, he said. 

However, the regulations in force 

will have to be observed until five 

million Hungarians have received 

their jabs, he said.

Regarding wage subsidies for 

companies suffering from the 

pandemic fallout, Gulyás said 86.5 

billion forints (EUR 241.7m) have already 

been disbursed. Companies have so 

far applied for 87.1 billion in wage 

subsidies available until the end of 

May, he said.

Regarding the European Union’s 

recovery plan, Gulyás said the 

government trusted that the EU 

would quickly approve its plan for 

how to deploy the funds which the 

government submitted at the end 

of April. Relaunching the economy 

speedily is in the whole continent’s 

interest, he said. The government’s 

plan on using the funds received 

through the EU’s Recovery and 

Resilience Facility (RFF) will be 

published on the government’s 

website within a few days, Gulyás said. 

The main objectives remain the same, 

with 34% of the funds going towards 

health-care development, Gulyás 

said. Education, another high-priority 

sector, will get over 50% of the funds, 

he added. The RFF monies will serve 

to boost growth and competitiveness, 

he said.

Government spokeswoman 

Alexandra Szentkirályi noted an app 

using QR codes to show whether 

someone is inoculated is about to be 

released. Synchronised with Hungary’s 

electronic health-care service site 

(EESZT), the app will show the name 

and social insurance number of the 

person checked, and whether they 

have already been vaccinated, she 

added.

BUDAPEST INTL 
EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 
TO FEATURE SPIRITUAL, 
CULTURAL PROGRAMMES

The International Eucharistic Congress 

(NEK) scheduled to be held in 

Budapest from Sept. 5 to 12 will feature 

holy masses, predications and cultural 

and family programmes, the organisers 

said on Thursday. The congress’s 

opening mass will be celebrated at 

Heroes’ Square, Gábor Mohos, the 

head of the NEK secretariat, told a press 

conference.

On Sept. 11, Cardinal Péter Erdő, 

the head of the Hungarian Catholic 

Church, will celebrate mass, followed 

by a procession to Heroes’ Square, he 

said. Statio Orbis, the mass closing 

the Congress, will be celebrated by 

Pope Francis at Heroes’ Square on 

Sept. 12. The ceremony is scheduled 

to begin at 11:30am and will feature 

the 120-member orchestra of the 

Hungarian State Opera with a choir 

of 2,000, Mohos said. He said the 

Congress’s main programmes can be 

attended free of charge, but he advised 

those wishing to follow events closely 

at the site to register in advance.

Coinciding with the Eucharistic 

Congress, religious programmes 

with speakers participating from five 

continents will be organised at the 

Hungexpo exhibition centre from 

Sept. 6 to 10, Kornél Fábry of the NEK 

secretariat said. Speakers include 

Archbishop Piero Marini, president 

of the Eucharistic Congress’ Pontifical 

Council, Cardinal Andrew Yom Soo 

Jung of Seoul, Moyses Louro Azevedo 

Filho, the leader of the Shalom Catholic 

Community in Brazil, and José Palma, 

the archbishop of Cebu.

The International Eucharistic 

Congress was originally scheduled 

to be held in September last year 
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but had to be postponed due to the 

coronavirus pandemic. Budapest is 

hosting the event for a second time. It 

hosted the 34th congress in May 1938 

when the closing mass was attended 

by half a million people in Heroes’ 

Square.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: 
DEVELOPMENTS IN 
HUNGARY-UKRAINE 
RELATIONS ‘CAUSE FOR 
CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM’

Recent developments in Hungarian-

Ukrainian ties are cause for “cautious 

optimism”, Hungarian Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said after meeting 

his Ukrainian counterpart, Dmytro 

Kuleba. After the meeting at Hungary’s 

embassy in Bratislava, Szijjártó told 

Hungarian reporters that “actions 

in Ukraine against the Hungarian 

minority in Transcarpathia in the recent 

past” were one of the reasons for the 

two countries’ strained relations. 

“Steps taken forward in the past few 

days, however, give cause for cautious 

optimism,” Szijjártó said.

He welcomed that at a meeting 

of the Hungarian-Ukrainian working 

group on education on Wednesday, 

“a solution was outlined that would 

ease for Transcarpathian Hungarians 

the use of their mother tongue, even 

with the current legislation in place.” 

An agreement was also drafted on the 

mutual accreditation of degrees and 

certificates, he noted.

Szijjártó and Kuleba agreed to 

convene the Hungarian-Ukrainian 

mixed committee on minority 

affairs, in the hope of “resolving 

difficult issues besides education.” 

He said Kuleba welcomed Hungary’s 

proposal for Hungary and Ukraine 

to mutually accept each other’s 

immunity certificates issued to citizens 

vaccinated against the coronavirus, 

to enable unimpeded travel in both 

countries.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: C EUROPE 
SHOULD EXCEL IN 
APPROVING IMMUNITY 
CERTIFICATES

Central Europe should excel in approving 

coronavirus immunity certificates, 

Hungary’s foreign minister Péter Szijjártó 

said after meeting his Austrian, Czech, 

Slovak and Slovenian counterparts in 

Bratislava. The meeting formed part 

of the series of consultations of the 

C5 group, set up by five countries last 

year to tackle challenges related to the 

pandemic. The Bratislava talks focused 

on ways to ease restrictions, especially 

lifting travel barriers.

Governments should now give 

priority to protecting the lives and 

health of their citizens, and helping life 

return to normal as soon as possible, 

Szijjártó said, adding that the only way 

to attain both goals simultaneously 

was through vaccination. As Hungary 

has never seen vaccination as a 

geopolitical issue, it has one of the 

highest inoculation rates in Europe, 

with over half of the adult population 

vaccinated by now, he said. As the 

related EU regulations have still to 

be issued, the individual countries 

could restore free travel through 

the mutual recognition of immunity 

certificates, Szijjártó said, proposing 

that the central European nations 

should conclude a regional agreement. 

“I see no reason to block travel for 

vaccinated,” he said, adding that giving 

them the green light would by no 

means thwart the anti-epidemic efforts 

of the countries concerned. Hungary 

has concluded such agreements 

with seven countries and hopes to 

announce further ones in the near 

future, he said. “The time has come 

to conclude bilateral and regional 

agreements,” he said, adding that such 

arrangements would not run counter 

to European regulations. “There cannot 

be any European regulation which 

stipulates whom member state should 

allow to enter its territory and whom 

to refuse,” Szijjártó said.

In response to a question, Szijjártó 

said that Hungarian-Slovak relations 

were “better than ever”. “Of course, 

there are still issues to be settled, but 

this is what politics is about”, he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ HOPEFUL 
OF STRONG PARLT 
REPRESENTATION FOR 
SLOVAKIA HUNGARIANS

With the ethnic Hungarian parties in 

Slovakia having joined forces to form a 

single party, the Hungarian community 

must now set its sights on strong 

parliamentary representation, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said after talks 

with the leaders of Slovakia’s ethnic 
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Hungarian party MKP in Bratislava 

on Thursday. Addressing a joint 

press conference with MKP leader 

Krisztián Forró, Szijjártó welcomed 

that the decision to merge three 

Hungarian parties had brought the 

local Hungarian community “closer 

to unified representation”. Ethnic 

Hungarians have an interest in having 

strong representation in the capital of 

the country they live in, he said.

Commenting on infrastructure 

ties between Hungary and Slovakia, 

Szijjártó said construction of a high-

speed railway link between Miskolc, 

in north-eastern Hungary, and Kosice 

(Kassa), in southern Slovakia, will be 

completed in the third quarter of 

this year. By 2023, the two countries 

will establish six more infrastructure 

links, including three new bridges on 

the river Ipoly, he added. Slovakia is 

now prepared to finance its part of a 

ferry service connecting Neszmély in 

Hungary and Radvan (Dunaradvény) 

in Slovakia, he said, adding that a 

bicycle and pedestrian bridge linking 

Dobrohost (Doborgaz) in Slovakia and 

Dunakiliti in Hungary was expected to 

be completed by the end of 2022. “Our 

belief is that the more links we have 

between our countries, the better it 

will be for both of us and Slovakia’s 

ethnic Hungarians,” Szijjártó said.

Forró thanked the Hungarian 

government for its moves made to 

strengthen Hungary’s infrastructure ties 

with Slovakia, the economic development 

schemes geared towards the local ethnic 

Hungarian community and its scheme 

aimed at refurbishing churches.

ORBÁN MEETS 
BIOCHEMIST KARIKÓ

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has met 

Hungarian biochemist Katalin Karikó, 

the inventor of the technology 

enabling the development of 

vaccines based on synthetic 

mRNA. At the meeting in his office 

in Budapest, Orbán expressed 

his appreciation to Karikó for her 

research work and achievements. 

During the informal meeting, Orbán 

and Karikó discussed her career, 

the development of messenger 

RNA-based vaccines such as Pfizer 

and Moderna, as well as Hungarian 

science’s international role and the 

importance of vaccination.

NOVÁK: V4 SET UP ‘FAMILY 
FRIENDLY COALITION’

The Visegrad Group countries have 

established a “family friendly coalition”, 

Katalin Novák, Hungary’s family affairs 

minister, said. The family ministers of 

the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland 

and Slovakia were preparing to adopt 

a joint statement on their commitment 

to family values, Novák told MTI. “We, 

in the heart of Europe, have entered 

into a cooperation centred around 

families,” Novák said. “We are searching 

for the solutions to our demographic 

challenges in the support of families 

rather than migration.”

Novák took part in a 

videoconference on family affairs 

with her Polish, Slovak and Czech 

counterparts -- Marlena Malag, 

Milan Krajniak and Jana Maláčová, 

respectively. The ministers agreed to 

coordinate family-related decisions 

and to launch joint research projects. 

Their common goal is to remove 

financial obstacles in the way of young 

people so they can raise as many 

children as they want, she said. Also, 

women must be given the opportunity 

to coordinate family and career, she 

added. Hungary will raise the funding 

allocated for family support in its 2022 

budget to three times what it was in 

2010, Novák said. “We have introduced 

prenatal baby support and Hungary’s 

largest home purchase subsidy 

programme. Starting on June 1, we 

will increase the family allowance for 

families raising children. Under-25s will 

be exempt from the personal income 

tax from January 1, just as mothers 

raising more than three children are,” 

she said.

Citing a research by Fitch 

commissioned by the government, 

Novák said very few young people 

consciously planned the time in their 

lives when they would have children. 

Streamlining related research and 

conducting it internationally would 

make government measures more 

effective, she added.

HUNGARY RECORDS 82 
COVID FATALITIES, 1,416 
NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 82 patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over 

the past 24 hours, while 1,416 
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new infections were registered, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Thursday. 

So far 4,420,767 people have received 

a first jab, while 2,584,879 have been 

fully vaccinated. The number of active 

infections has declined to 165,769, 

while hospitals are treating 2,782 

Covid patients, 354 of whom need 

respiratory assistance. There are 

18,886 people in official quarantine, 

while 5,588,435 tests have been 

officially carried out. Since the first 

outbreak, 795,200 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 28,970. Fully 600,461 people 

have made a recovery.

JEWISH ORG LEADER 
EXPRESSES SOLIDARITY 
WITH ISRAEL

András Heisler, president of Hungary’s 

Jewish federation Mazsihisz, has 

expressed the Hungarian Jewish 

community’s solidarity with Israel amid 

the recent escalations of violence in 

Gaza and Jerusalem. “As members 

of Hungary’s Jewish community, 

we stand in solidarity with Israel 

as it is under attack,” Heisler said at 

a memorial service in Budapest’s 

Jerusalem Park. “We recognise the 

country’s right to self-defence and pray 

to God Almighty for peace.” Heisler said 

Jerusalem, “the capital of Israel and the 

holy place of the world’s three largest 

monotheistic religions”, was “under 

attack by the murderous rockets of 

terrorists”. He added that in these days 

when the Middle East was “engulfed by 

anger and mourning”, Hungarian Jews 

were able to reopen their synagogues 

and pray for God’s blessing on Israel 

“and all those fighting for peace”.

Yakov Hadas-Handelsman, Israel’s 

ambassador to Hungary, noted that 

the militant group Hamas had been 

attacking Israel for 20 years. No country 

in the world would tolerate such a 

thing, he said, adding that Israel, too, 

was committed to guaranteeing the 

safety of its citizens. The ambassador 

thanked the Hungarian government 

for its support of Israel’s right to 

defend itself and the Hungarian Jewish 

community for expressing its solidarity 

with Israel and its citizens.

KARÁCSONY PROMISES  
TO PREVENT  
SELL-OFF OF COUNCIL 
FLATS AT ‘FRACTION  
OF REAL VALUE’

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

vowed on Thursday to team up with 

opposition district mayors to prevent 

a sell-off of council flats “at the fraction 

of their real value”. Karácsony said on 

Facebook that a bill submitted to 

parliament by the ruling parties on 

Wednesday would enable current 

tenants of council properties to 

buy them at a fraction of their real 

value. He said the advantage that 

the amendment would give to a few 

thousand tenants was acceptable, but 

“the real winners would be tricksters, 

Fidesz cronies and the flat mafia.” “At 

the same time, the entire country 

would lose out; people who were not 

lucky enough to get council-owned 

property and who had to use half of 

their life’s income to be able to buy 

proper abode,” Karácsony said.

Karácsony also warned of investors 

buying council-owned flats via deals 

with old-age pensioners occupying 

them. “And, in the end, the council 

won’t be able to help because there 

won’t be any council-owned flats left,” 

he added. “Together with opposition 

mayors we will take all legally available 

measures to prevent this,” Karácsony 

said. “If needs be, we’ll even go the 

Constitutional Court.”

CATHOLICS INVITED BACK 
TO SUNDAY MASS

From now on, attending Sunday 

mass will “once again be 

compulsory” for Catholics, except 

for the elderly and the sick, who 

will continue to be exempt, the 

Hungarian Catholic Bishops’ 

Conference (MKPK) said on 

Thursday. The general dispensation 

from attending mass prompted 

by the coronavirus epidemic has 

been discontinued, it said. The 

decision was based on the opinion 

of epidemiologists, with the lifting 

of coronavirus restrictions and 

the high rate of the inoculated 

taken into account, the church 

leadership said. At the same time, 

diocesan bishops have the freedom 

to introduce different rules based 

on local needs, the MKPK said. The 

bishops have asked the faithful to 

observe social distancing guidelines, 

wear masks and use hand sanitisers.



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu6

Publisher in charge of production: Dániel Papp, Director General of Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA)
Publisher in charge of content: Eszter Szabó, Duna Mediaszolgáltató Nonprofit Zrt. MTI director
Editor: Sándor Végh (Duna)

MAY 14, 2021
MORNING ISSUE AM

CONSTRUCTION OUTPUT 
REBOUNDS FROM LOW 
BASE IN MARCH

Output of Hungary’s construction 

sector rose by an annual 4.3% in March, 

after contracting in the base period 

as the country went into pandemic 

lockdown, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said. Output of the buildings 

segment increased by 6.4%, while 

civil engineering output was flat. In a 

month-on-month comparison, output 

rose by a seasonally and working day-

adjusted 11.5%. In absolute terms, 

construction sector output came 

to 386.0 billion forints (EUR 1.1bn) 

in March. The building segment 

accounted for close to 68% of the total. 

In January-March, construction output 

fell by 2.0% in annual comparison.

HUNGARY 
CRYPTOCURRENCY 
PROVISIONS COULD SERVE 
AS MODEL AND RAISE 
REVENUE

The Hungarian government’s 

proposed legislation regulating capital 

gains from cryptocurrencies and taxing 

them at a rate of 15% could serve as 

a paradigm for other policymakers, 

as well as boosting budget revenue, 

tax affairs state secretary Norbert Izer 

said in an interview to Magyar Nemzet. 

The government submitted a bill to 

lawmakers on Tuesday that would 

reduce the tax on capital gains from 

cryptocurrencies from 30.5% to 15%. 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga said the 

measure could generate “several billion 

forints” of budget revenue.

Izer told Magyar Nemzet that 

provisions in the bill would establish 

a regulatory framework for the clear 

determination of capital gains on 

cryptocurrency that is mined or used 

in transactions. He added that experts 

estimated that “tens of thousands” 

of Hungarians own cryptocurrency 

and put the value of that currency 

“as high as 300 billion forints (EUR 

838m)”. He noted that most countries 

still lack appropriate rules governing 

cryptocurrency and said the regulatory 

framework in Hungary could “grab the 

attention” of other policy makers. “The 

last decade and a half in Hungary has 

clearly demonstrated that high taxes 

encourage hiding income, while 

a lower shared burden supports 

declaration and payment of taxes,” 

he said. “We expect the declared, 

legal turnover of cryptocurrencies to 

increase, and the repatriation of such 

assets, can’t be excluded either,” Izer 

said.

PEOPLE SMUGGLING RING 
ARRESTED IN HUNGARY

The Hungarian police have arrested 

five people for operating an 

international people smuggling ring 

dealing in illegally taking hundreds of 

migrants from the Hungarian-Serbian 

border to Western Europe, the police 

said. The police are investigating 

two Romanian, two Hungarian and 

one Slovak national, suspected of 

having purchased and adjusted small 

trucks they used for hiding illegal 

migrants. They are suspected of having 

smuggled at least 45 migrants of 

mainly Syrian origin to Western Europe. 

The actual number of migrants they 

were in contact with since last autumn 

is estimated to be around 500, police.

hu said. The arrests were the result 

of coordinated police action carried 

out in Budapest, Ásotthalom on the 

Hungarian-Serbian border, and Tata 

and Gyöngyös, in northern Hungary, 

the website said.


