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Speaking at a press conference held together with the Montenegrin president, Áder said that the EU should set “clear 

criteria and deadlines” and hold “effective negotiations”. “Montenegro is ready to join the EU in short order,” he added. 

Áder noted that NATO’s Bucharest Nine group had met on Monday, with US President Joe Biden joining the talks. NATO 

needs to continue to focus on “challenges from the South” such as terrorism, migration and “a political vacuum in the 

Western Balkans resulting from the interruption of the European integration process,” Áder said. Áder said that while “the 

EU’s enlargement policy has lost credibility”, the coronavirus crisis and economic difficulties could increase social tensions. 

“If we have ethnic tensions in addition, that could become a source of serious political tension and national security risks,” 

he said, adding he had therefore asked the new US administration to pay heightened attention to the Western Balkans 

and urged the EU to boost the integration process.

The European Union should speed up its enlargement in the Western Balkan region, 
President János Áder said after talks with Montenegrin President Milo Đukanović  
in Budapest. 
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ORBÁN, ĐUKaNOVIĆ 
DISCUSS MUTUaL 
aCCEPTaNCE OF 
IMMUNITy CERTIFICaTES

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán met 

Montenegrin President Milo Đukanović 

in his office in Budapest, Orbán’s press 

chief said. Among the topics discussed 

at the meeting, Bertalan Havasi 

highlighted the mutual recognition 

of vaccination certificates which is 

expected to greatly contribute to 

boosting tourism, a vitally important 

industry for both countries. Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó also attended 

the talks, Havasi said, adding that the 

significant presence of Hungarian 

capital in Montenegro is an important 

element of bilateral relations. 

Additionally, Hungary has been a 

dedicated supporter of Montenegro’s 

Euro-Atlantic integration, he said. The 

coronavirus epidemic was another 

major topic discussed at the talks, 

Havasi said. The friendly relations and 

good cooperation between the two 

countries also showed in the fight 

against the pandemic, with Hungary 

donating 50,000 protective masks, 

2,500 uniforms and 10,000 PCR tests 

to Montenegro, he added. The sides 

reiterated at the talks that the virus 

can only be defeated with the help 

of vaccines and only vaccines can 

enable a relaunch of the economy, 

he said. Orbán and Đukanović  

were in agreement that the mutual 

acceptance of immunity certificates 

issued by Hungary and Montenegro, 

respectively, and the lifting of travel 

restrictions for immunity certificate 

holders were important achievements.

ORBÁN, ÁDER SEND 
CONDOLENCES OVER 
KaZaN SCHOOL 
SHOOTING

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán sent letters 

of condolences to Russian President 

Vladimir Putin and Tatarstan’s President 

Rustam Minnikhanov over the school 

shooting in Kazan on Tuesday, Orbán’s 

press chief said. Bertalan Havasi said 

Orbán had sent his condolences on 

behalf of the Hungarian government 

and the people of Hungary. “I was 

deeply shocked to learn about the 

horrible terrorist attack carried out 

against school Number 175 in Kazan,” 

Orbán said in his letter. The prime 

minister wished a quick recovery to 

those injured, Havasi added. 

President János Áder has sent a 

telegram of condolences to Russian 

President Vladimir Putin over the school 

shooting in Kazan on Tuesday, his office 

told MTI. Áder said he was deeply 

shocked to learn about the tragedy in 

which several children and adults died, 

the office said. “Let me express on my 

and my fellow Hungarians’ behalf our 

sincere condolences to the families and 

the relatives of the victims,” the office 

quoted Áder as saying. “We share their 

pain and extend our sympathy to those 

injured, as well as to the traumatised 

students and their teachers,” the 

president said and wished them speedy 

physical and psychological recovery.

SZIJJÁRTÓ IN TaLKS ON 
UNIMPEDED TRaVEL FOR 
INOCULaTED CZECHS, 
HUNGaRIaNS 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó held 

talks with his Czech counterpart, 

Jakub Kulhánek, on unimpeded 

travel of inoculated citizens into each 

other’s countries. Szijjártó told a joint 

press conference after the meeting in 

Budapest that they had agreed on the 

matter in principle, and the details would 

be clarified shortly. Kulhánek said the 

details of the agreement would be set 

down by the end of the week on lifting 

all travel restrictions between the two 

countries for inoculated citizens. Szijjártó 

said the Czech Republic was one of 

Hungary’s closest allies, and bilateral 

cooperation had been exemplary during 

the coronavirus epidemic in terms of 

helping to repatriate their respective 

citizens stranded abroad, while Hungary 

provided 150 ventilators and 40,000 

vaccines to the Czech Republic by the 

end of May. Despite coronavirus-related 

impediments, trade turnover exceeded 

9 billion euros and large companies of 

both countries actively invested in the 

other country, he noted. Oil and gas 

company MOL operates 304 petrol 

stations in the Czech Republic, while 

energy company MVM Energetika 

already has 1.5 million Czech customers, 

he added.

Nuclear energy is an important part 

of the national energy mix in both 

countries, he said, adding that with a 

view to attaining climate targets, both 
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jointly opposed negative discrimination 

against nuclear energy. Szijjártó said 

both countries also agreed on issues 

concerning the European Union’s 

future, and both reject illegal migration 

and quotas, while prioritising the 

protection of the EU’s external borders. 

Both countries also support Western 

Balkan countries in their quest to join 

the bloc, he added. Asked about plans 

for a EU vaccine passport, Szijjártó said 

such a document should not override 

national regulations.  Asked about 

Hungary’s veto of the joint EU statement 

criticising China over human rights, 

the minister said the EU had issued a 

statement or taken decisions on China 

eight times so far without anything to 

show for it. A ninth statement would 

have been “pointless”, he said.

The Czech foreign minister expressed 

thanks to Hungary for its aid during 

the epidemic and for its statements 

in connection with the destruction 

of the Vrbetice armory, adding that 

Hungary had played an important role 

in drafting the related EU-NATO joint 

statement. The Czech presidency of 

the EU was also on the agenda of the 

meeting, he said. “We need a Europe 

that confidently defends its values, 

freedom, democracy and human 

rights,” the Czech minister added.

HUNGaRy RECORDS 99 
CORONaVIRUS FaTaLITIES, 
493 NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 99 patients, generally elderly with 

co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 493 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Tuesday. So far 4,346,089 

people have received a first jab, while 

2,530,147 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections has 

declined to 180,285, while hospitals 

are treating 3,282 Covid patients, 379 

of whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 20,197 people in official 

quarantine, while 5,545,305 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 792,879 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 28,792. Fully 583,802 people 

have made a recovery. So far, most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed 

by the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén, Győr-Moson-Sopron and 

Hajdú-Bihar.

FIDESZ OFFICIaL: 
COMPENSaTION FOR ‘LEFT-
WING CITIES’ HIGHER THaN 
FOR PRO-GOVT ONES

Central government compensation 

for lost local council revenues has 

been higher in cities run by left-

wing councils than those headed by 

pro-government administrations, a 

Fidesz official said. Károly Szita, the 

mayor of Kaposvár who also heads 

the Association of Cities with County 

Rights (MJVSZ), said central measures 

such as reducing the tax rate that 

businesses pay locally had dented 

local council revenues but 150 billion 

forints (EUR 418m) had remained with 

these firms, helping job-retention. He 

said the government had committed 

to negotiating with each municipality 

individually during the preparations of 

the 2021 budget, and help would be 

directed to localities where “belts were 

especially tight”.  Localities with fewer 

than 25,000 inhabitants, he added, 

had been compensated 100% for 

any lost revenues, while larger towns 

and cities were dealt with on a needs 

basis. Szita insisted that after decisions 

were taken on professional basis, 

“left-wing cities” had ended up with 

more money than “pro-government 

ones”.  He said objections raised by 

opposition-run councils had no merit. 

Budapest, he added, had not received 

any compensation because, as the 

wealthiest council with 120 billion 

forints in reserves, it had no operational 

problems.

JUSTICE MINISTER: GOVT 
REJECTS ‘aTTaCKS ON 
SaFE VaCCINES’

Vaccination against Covid-19 is not a 

political issue, therefore the Hungarian 

government has “rejected all politically 

motivated attacks on effective and safe 

vaccines”, Justice Minister Judit Varga said 

on Facebook. Following a meeting of the 

EU General Affairs Council in Brussels, 

Varga said that “when human lives are 

in danger, we cannot afford the luxury 

of choosing among vaccines simply on 

a political basis”. “We were confident 

that the key to saving most lives is to 

do everything we can to make as many 

vaccines available as possible,” she said. 

In another entry, Varga said she had 

met Didier Reynders, commissioner 
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for justice, and shared with him 

“concerns about the last Rule of Law 

Report, which unfoundedly criticised 

Hungary”. She noted that in April last 

year the European Commission had 

pledged to “measure all Member 

States on an equal standard, including 

positive developments” in this year’s 

report. 

“We still expect the 2021 Rule of Law 

Report to be impartial, based on real 

facts, hence including the Hungarian 

government’s standpoint too,” she 

said.

JUSTICE MINISTER: 4.3 M 
INOCULaTED IN HUNGaRy

The number of Hungarians inoculated 

against Covid-19 has reached 4.3 

million which would not have been 

possible without acquiring vaccines 

that have not yet been approved 

by the European Medicines Agency 

(EMA), Justice Minister Judit Varga 

said. She told the Hungarian press 

on the sidelines of a meeting of 

ministers in charge of European 

Union affairs in Brussels that Chinese 

and Russian vaccines received 

Hungarian approval within the 

framework of the EU Emergency Use 

Authorisation system and this made 

it possible to vaccinate a large part 

of the population. Commenting on 

the immunity certificates that prove 

one’s vaccination status, she said an 

agreement is expected by the end of 

May. The EU would like to introduce 

the use of such a document on July 

1, she added.

FOREIGN MINISTRy 
OFFICIaL: WHO CONFIRMS 
SINOPHaRM PROTECTS 
ELDERLy aGaINST 
COVID-19

The World Health Organisation 

(WHO) has confirmed that China’s 

Sinopharm vaccine is effective also 

in protecting the elderly against 

Covid-19, a foreign ministry official 

said. Tamás Menczer, the state 

secretary for communications and 

international representation, said 

in a video message on Facebook 

that WHO released earlier in the day 

its detailed recommendations on 

Sinopharm. Menczer quoted WHO 

as saying that based on currently 

available data it recommends using 

the Chinese vaccine also for the 

inoculation of people aged older 

than 60. WHO said it had no data 

suggesting any difference in the 

effect of Sinopharm on people in 

older or younger age groups, the 

state secretary added. WHO, Menczer 

noted, announced on May 7 that it 

had approved the Chinese vaccine 

as effective and safe.

FINaNCE MINISTER 
aNNOUNCES 2022 TaX CUTS 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga on 

Tuesday announced measures to 

cut and streamline taxes next year 

that the government will soon 

propose to lawmakers. In a video 

message posted on his Facebook 

page, Varga said the payroll tax 

would be reduced to 15% from next 

July, while the vocational training 

contribution would be rolled into 

the payroll tax - with no impact on 

tax preferences - resulting in a two-

percentage-point drop in the tax 

on labour.

At present, the payroll tax is 

15.5% and the vocational training 

contribution is 1.5%. Varga said the 

changes would save businesses 250 

billion forints (EUR 690m) a year. He 

said the proposed legislation would 

make it easier for sole proprietors to 

opt for flat-rate or lump-sum tax forms, 

as eligibility thresholds are raised to ten 

times the annual minimum wage, or 

50 times the annual minimum wage 

for retail activities.

Sole proprietors who opt for 

such tax forms will enjoy an 

exemption from the personal 

income tax up to half of the annual 

minimum wage, and they may still 

avail of family tax preferences in 

some situations, he added. Varga 

said the changes would positively 

impact 70,000 sole proprietors. He 

said venture capital fund managers 

and bourses would not have to pay 

a sectoral tax from next year. In 

order to preserve utility price cuts, 

energy suppliers will be allowed 

to defer losses for up to five years, 

he added.

He said the tax on capital gains from 

cryptocurrencies would be cut from 

30.5% to 15%, reducing tax evasion and 

generating “several billion forints” in 

budget revenue.
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PaLKOVICS: aRTIFICIaL 
INTELLIGENCE KEy 
FOR SELF-DRIVE 
DEVELOPMENTS

Solutions based on artificial 

intelligence are crucial for the 

development of self-driving cars, the 

innovation and technology minister 

said at a celebration by Continental 

Hungary. At the event marking the 

50 millionth electronic brake control 

unit produced by Continental, László 

Palkovics said that the company was a 

“reliable partner” of the government’s, 

with several of its units operating in 

Hungary. Continental and similar 

companies were “engines of the 

Hungarian economy and innovations” 

before the coronavirus crisis and 

will have a key role in restarting the 

economy after the pandemic, he 

said. Palkovics qualified the strategic 

partnership between the government 

and Continental as a “success story”, 

adding that the company’s Budapest 

base employed nearly 100 people. 

He also added that Continental has 

received nearly 2 billion forints (EUR 

5.6m) in wage subsidies aimed at 

saving jobs during the coronavirus 

pandemic. The minister said that 

government subsidies had helped 

save over 300,000 jobs in Hungary, 

while companies have received 

“several hundred billion forints” to 

promote investments. Businesses were 

also able to benefit from subsidised 

loan and guarantee programmes 

worth over 4,000 billion forints, and 

the government-sponsored loan 

moratorium “left 2,000 billion forints 

with families and firms last year and 

1,300 billion this year,” he said. Since 

the first coronavirus outbreak in 

Hungary last spring the government 

has used a total 9,500 billion forints to 

boost the economy, Palkovics said.

SOCIaLISTS PROPOSE 
PROTECTION FOR 
LaKESIDE BEaCHES

The opposition Socialists Party has 

submitted a bill to parliament on the 

protection of public lakeside beaches. 

Zsolt Molnár, the party’s director, told 

a press conference streamed from 

the shore of Lake Velence, in western 

Hungary, that the bill would make 

public beaches free of charge while 

banning building on them or changing 

their function. “We must put an end 

to restricting recreation opportunities 

in favour of investments,” Molnár said, 

referring to Agárd beach on Lake Velence, 

where the area for pubic bathing had 

been reduced due to construction works.

SURVEy: DIGITaL 
INFRaSTRUCTURE UP 
TO SPEC, Say BUSINESS 
SUBSCRIBERS

Hungarian business leaders canvassed 

for their views on mobile and fixed 

internet networks last spring said the 

infrastructure bore the extra burdens 

during the coronavirus epidemic well, 

according to a survey by the National 

Media and Communications Authority 

(NMHH). But 40% of respondents 

wanted a greater choice of service 

providers at their office premises. The 

survey of domestic SME and corporate 

leaders indicated that, notwithstanding 

the extra load on the country’s digital 

infrastructure during the coronavirus 

epidemic, satisfaction with mobile and 

fixed internet services was high, with 

four out of five points awarded to both 

kinds of service, the statement said.

Company managers put priority on 

internet services being available at all of 

their premises and functioning flawlessly. 

Further, they preferred a large and 

stable provider. Half of the subscribers 

are customers of Magyar Telekom, the 

largest domestic service provider. 

Company heads expressed 

dissatisfaction, however, concerning 

the pricing of services.  Other 

“disappointing factors” included 

operational errors, mobile internet 

bandwidth as well as the speed, 

availability, reliability and ease of 

troubleshooting for fixed internet, 

the statement said. Another issue for 

company heads concerned choice: 

only half of companies with multiple 

premises -- accounting for 30% of 

domestic SMEs and corporations -- 

said a choice of at least two service 

providers across all their sites for fixed 

and mobile services was available.

HUNGaRy INFLaTION 5.1% 
IN aPRIL

Hungary’s consumer price index 

increased by an annual 5.1% in April, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) said 
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on Tuesday. KSH noted that tobacco 

prices grew by 20.1%, while vehicle 

fuel prices were up 39.2%. Core 

inflation, which excludes volatile 

fuel and food prices, was 3.1%. KSH 

adopted a new methodology for 

calculating core inflation for the 

first time, excluding spirits and 

tobacco from the indicator. When it 

announced the change a week earlier, 

KSH said the measure was taken in 

line with European best practice 

and would reduce overlap between 

headline CPI and core inflation from 

73% to 63%.

GUEST NIGHTS FaLL 69.7% 
IN MaRCH

The number of guest nights at 

commercial accommodations in 

Hungary fell by an annual 69.7% to 

224,000 in March due to pandemic 

restrictions, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said on Tuesday. The number 

of guest nights spent by domestic 

travellers dropped by 66.2% to 136,000, 

while the number spent by foreign 

visitors fell by 73.9% to 88,000. Revenue 

of commercial accommodations fell 

by 70.4% to 4.5 billion forints (EUR 

12.6m). Under pandemic protection 

measures, commercial accommodations 

have been open only to business 

travellers and for those on the road 

for educational purposes since early 

November. In January-March, guest 

nights at commercial accommodations 

fell by 86.2%, compared to the same 

period last year. The nights spent by 

domestic and foreign travellers fell by 

81.8% and 90.4%, respectively. Revenue 

in the first quarter came to 11.1 billion 

forints, an 86.6% fall from last year, KSH 

said.


