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Péter Szijjártó told Hungarian media during a break in a meeting of European Union foreign ministers in Brussels that the 

WHO’s approval of the jab created a new situation in the fight against the pandemic, ahead of the approaching global 

health meeting of G20 countries. “From now on, the campaign against the Sinopharm vaccine and countries that use it 

should be discontinued,” Szijjártó said. “The extremely irresponsible policies that attempted to discourage tens or hundreds 

of thousands of people from getting vaccinated should also come to an end.”

“The WHO decision makes it clear that those who saw the Chinese vaccine as a geopolitical and ideological issue were 

wrong and those who saw it as a tool to save lives were right,” he said. The approval of Sinopharm has caused “serious 

confusion” in Brussels, Szijjártó said, arguing that there were no longer any reasonable arguments to be made against the 

jab. He said the Chinese vaccine had helped guarantee the safety of hundreds of thousand Hungarians in recent months.

The World Health Organisation’s decision last week to list the Chinese Sinopharm 
vaccine for emergency use marks “the collapse of the liberal propaganda campaign 
launched against the jab”, the foreign minister has said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ WELCOMES WHO’S SINOPHARM APPROVAL

EU affairs ministers meet in Brussels

Stats office releases prelim reports on 
April CPI, March commercial lodgings

Coronavirus updates

Budapest police headquarters’ 
presser on internet scams
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Hungarian President János Áder addresses an online summit of the 
Bucharest Nine

http://hungarymatters.hu/
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: TURKEY TO 
ACCEPT HUNGARIAN 
IMMUNITY CERTIFICATES

Hungary has reached a bilateral 

agreement with Turkey on mutual 

recognition of Covid immunity 

certificates, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said. Turkey will recognise 

Hungarian immunity certificates from 

Tuesday, Szijjártó said on Facebook. 

Earlier, Hungary reached agreements 

on mutual recognition of immunity 

certificates with Croatia, Serbia, 

Montenegro, Slovenia and Bahrain. 

Romania also honours Hungarian 

immunity certificates and vice versa.

KÖVÉR ATTRIBUTES 
POLITICAL DIVISION TO 
LOSS OF TRUST

Digitalisation and the growing 

illegitimate influence of private 

power-holders behind it is a 

challenge threatening the dignity 

and individual rights of European 

Union citizens, László Kövér, 

Hungary’s speaker of parliament, 

said in an online meeting. This is 

a common concern for both left-

wing and right-wing politicians, 

Kövér told the annual conference 

of EU parliamentary speakers. He 

shared the concern of his colleagues 

about “the polarisation of politics”, 

and attributed division to “our 

loss of trust in one another”. He 

warned that trust should no longer 

be undermined, and stressed the 

need to “demonstrate that we are 

interested in one another’s opinion”. 

The speaker added, however, that 

by voicing concern over the state 

of democracy, the European left 

followed the “old Bolshevik principle” 

that “the enemies of democracy are 

not entitled to democracy” and “it 

is the left that defines who are the 

enemies of democracy”.

Meanwhile, Kövér lamented that 

national parliaments were only sent 

an invitation to Sunday’s opening 

event of an EU conference on the 

future of the bloc on Friday evening. 

He said that the year-long conference 

being run by EU institutions gave the 

impression that “the entire process is 

an act with a pre-written script and 

a pre-determined outcome.” Kövér 

said it was national parliaments 

and not the European Parliament, 

the European Commission or the 

European Council that had the 

strongest democratic legitimacy in 

the bloc.

ÁDER ADDRESSES E 
EUROPEAN NATO STATES 
SUMMIT

Hungarian President János Áder 

addressed an online meeting of 

the heads of state of the so-called 

Bucharest Nine (B9), a group of the 

easternmost members of NATO, 

the President’s Office said. In the 

meeting that was also joined by 

US President Joe Biden and NATO 

Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg, 

the presidents of the grouping 

comprising the Visegrad Group, the 

Baltic states, Bulgaria and Romania 

discussed the “NATO 2030” reform 

process, the situation in Ukraine and 

climate change.

In his address, Áder noted 

that Hungary in 2017 adopted a 

comprehensive military reform 

scheme that was progressing 

according to schedule. As regards 

Ukraine, the president reiterated 

Hungary’s position in support of the 

country’s sovereignty and territorial 

integrity. He added, however, that it 

was difficult to uphold this support if 

Ukraine’s Hungarian minority “enjoys 

less rights than it did in the Soviet 

era”. Áder said that in addition to 

addressing challenges from the east, 

NATO in the future would also have 

to devote greater attention to threats 

from the south such as terrorism, 

illegal migration and the spread of 

Russia’s influence in the Western 

Balkans. On the subject of climate 

change, Áder said that Hungary 

had managed to reduce its harmful 

emissions by 32% while increasing 

its economic output. He welcomed 

the United States’ return to the Paris 

climate accord and underscored 

Hungary’s commitment to the fight 

against climate change.

HUNGARY RECORDS 91 
COVID FATALITIES, 677 
NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 91 patients, generally 

elderly with co-morbidities, died 

over the past 24 hours, while 677 
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new infections were registered, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Monday. 

So far 4,305,775 people have received 

a first jab, while 2,503,575 have been 

fully vaccinated. The number of 

active infections has declined to 

188,083, while hospitals are treating 

3,384 Covid patients, 394 of whom 

need respiratory assistance. There are 

20,967 people in official quarantine, 

while 5,538,792 tests have been 

officially carried out. Since the first 

outbreak, 792,386 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 28,693. Fully 575,610 people 

have made a recovery. So far, most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed 

by the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén, Győr-Moson-Sopron and 

Hajdú-Bihar.

DK CALLS ON GOVT TO 
RELEASE DETAILS ON USE 
OF PFIZER VACCINE

The Democratic Coalition (DK) has 

called on the government to release 

details about the number of Pfizer-

BioNTech shots administered so far, 

the number of jabs held for second 

vaccination and the number of 

reserves currently in storage. DK 

deputy group leader Gergely Arató 

told an online press conference 

that “for the umpteenth time”, 

the government seemed “to be 

unwilling to make available” the 

vaccine that enjoys the greatest 

public trust. Despite a reported 2.8 

million doses of Pfizer-BioNTech 

vaccine having arrived in Hungary 

by early May, the public perception 

is that it is not available or very 

hard to get, he added. Arató said he 

would present a written question to 

clarify, “why they keep hiding from 

the people” the vaccine that attracts 

the highest level of trust. If the 

cabinet purposefully holds back a 

significant volume of vaccine, it is an 

irresponsible, anti-vaxxer attitude, 

he added.

COMMISSIONER: EU NEEDS 
TO MOVE FORWARD WITH 
ENLARGEMENT

Olivér Várhelyi, the European 

commissioner for enlargement 

and neighbourhood policy, said 

the EU needs to move forward 

with the bloc’s enlargement, it 

cannot “waste any more time”, in 

an interview published in daily 

Magyar Nemzet on Monday. The 

EU’s objective has remained the 

same which is to start accession talks 

with Albania and North Macedonia, 

Várhelyi said, adding that relevant 

inter-governmental conferences 

were planned to begin in June. 

Concerning Bulgaria’s continued veto 

of the launch of official talks with 

North Macedonia, the commissioner 

noted the EU’s utmost efforts “to 

resolve the situation”. “If those efforts 

fail, we must consider to launch 

inter-governmental talks only with 

Albania”, Várhelyi said, adding that “a 

bilateral dispute cannot hold up the 

whole enlargement process”.

Commenting on the Western 

Balkans, where he paid a working 

visit last week, Várhelyi said the EU 

expected that some 651,000 doses of 

Pfizer vaccine it had made available to 

the region would significantly boost 

the effectiveness of local coronavirus 

protection measures. He said the EU 

was also working on providing to 

the region other types of vaccines 

authorised within the bloc.

Asked whether the EU would 

supply vaccines to the countries 

included in its neighbourhood 

policy, Várhelyi said the plan was 

to provide vaccines to the eastern 

partners, preferably under a scheme 

similar to deliveries to the Western 

Balkans. “In addition, the European 

Commission plans to supply in the 

near future about 1.5 million doses 

of vaccines to the East with the help 

of the Polish government acting as 

mediator. Another piece of good 

news is that Hungary will help 

Poland with the initiative,” Várhelyi 

said, noting Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó’s letter offering to the EC 

Hungary’s contribution to help 

deliver the vaccines to the region 

by air.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: 
COMPETITIVENESS, 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION MUST GO 
HAND IN HAND

Hungary firmly believes that 

competitiveness and environmental 

protection must go hand in hand 
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and takes it upon itself to preserve a 

liveable planet for future generations, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

during a break in a meeting with 

his European Union counterparts 

in Brussels. Speaking to Hungarian 

reporters about a planned video call 

with US climate envoy John Kerry 

on the global issues surrounding 

environmental protection and the 

fight against climate change, Szijjártó 

said Hungary would also do what it 

can to ensure that Europe’s industrial 

sector stays strong and maintains 

its competitiveness. “It’s important 

that we don’t give into the pressure 

coming from Brussels on the issue of 

nuclear energy,” Szijjártó said. “We 

must stand by the facts, because 

nuclear energy is a clean, safe and 

cheap energy source.”

“We must withstand the pressure 

being applied against the use of 

nuclear energy,” the minister said. “If 

nuclear energy were to be cut from 

Hungary’s energy mix, we wouldn’t 

be able to continue reducing 

our harmful emissions, create a 

cleaner environment or protect the 

achievements of the household 

utility bill cuts.” Hungary is the 

“champion” of eco-friendly growth, 

not only because it was the first EU 

country to ratify the Paris climate 

accord, but also because it has been 

able to increase its economic output 

while reducing its harmful emissions, 

Szijjártó said. Before the coronavirus 

crisis, Hungary was one of only 21 

countries in the world to accomplish 

this, he added.

FINANCE MINISTER: 
LOOSER FISCAL POLICY 
AFFORDS FLEXIBILITY

The government’s modified budget 

deficit targets for the coming years, 

prompted by the continuously 

changing global environment and 

the drawn out recovery of capacities, 

afford flexibility, Finance Minister 

Mihály Varga said in an interview with 

business portal Portfolio.hu published 

on Monday.

Asked to explain the government’s 

motivation for raising its deficit 

targets in the coming years, Varga 

pointed to the global context of the 

pandemic.

“For one thing, the international 

environment is constantly changing. 

Nobody thought that another wave 

of infections would follow the 

second one. Because of that, the 

recovery of capacities will be a slower 

process. That was what prompted the 

Hungarian government to rethink 

possible scenarios,” Varga told the 

portal. “We’ll be the ones celebrating 

if [fiscal targets] must be modified 

again because the recovery is so 

rapid and the rebound so strong 

due to the effect of high vaccination 

rates that the 2022 budget has to 

be amended,” he added. “Let’s stay 

flexible! The Hungarian government 

responds quickly to challenges and is 

also ready to weigh new perspectives 

when it reviews some trends. That’s 

what we’re doing now, too,” Varga 

said.

Varga acknowledged concerns aired 

by the Fiscal Council over the slower 

pace of the reduction of the budget 

deficit, but said “if we want to overtake 

in the curve, we have to press the gas 

pedal harder”, borrowing a phrase 

from central bank governor György 

Matolcsy, who is a member of the 

Fiscal Council.

“The time to come out of the curve 

will come, too, when the foot must be 

placed on the brake,” he added. Varga 

said the government is “not afraid of 

overheating” but does constantly keep 

an eye on inflation, the forint’s exchange 

rate, the deficit and the state debt ratio. 

“We don’t foresee any problem that 

would require cooling an overheated 

economy in 2022 and making bigger 

expenditure cuts,” he added.

Varga said priorities include 

investment and capacity expansion, 

to create new jobs. Hungary has 

successfully restored the 2019 situation 

of nearly full employment, he added. 

He cited an increasing shortage 

of skilled workers and added that 

without training programmes and 

restructuring, reserve labour is running 

out. He said further steps will need to 

be taken in these directions but for the 

time being, the economic impacts of 

the epidemic must be managed.

Varga was optimistic about outlook 

for the second quarter, expecting a 

strong rebound. He expected the 

economic output to jump by 12-14% 

on an annual basis during the period. 

“An economic growth over 4% is likely 

to be maintained for the whole year,” 

Varga said.
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KÁSLER: IMPROVING 
WORKING CONDITIONS 
FOR AMBULANCES 
PRIMARY TASK

The government and the Ministry of 

Human Resources consider improving 

the working conditions for ambulance 

services a highlighted task, the human 

resources minister said on Monday, 

marking the day of the ambulance 

services in Hungary. Miklós Kásler 

said in a video message posted on 

Facebook that as a result of continuous 

developments since 2010, over a 

thousand ambulance cars have been 

purchased, 107 ambulance stations 

have been revamped and 34 new 

stations established. All ambulance 

units have been provided with new 

equipment and workers have received 

modern uniforms, he added.

The coronavirus epidemic has posed 

the greatest challenge to the services 

since they were set up, assisting in 

some 152,000 cases and collecting 

over 1.2 million samples, the minister 

said. Last year, ambulance services 

covered nearly 42 million kilometres and 

carried out more than 1,800 successful 

resuscitations, Kásler said and thanked 

the 8,500 ambulance workers for their 

“outstanding performance”.

SOCIALISTS, LMP JOIN 
FORCES TO PROMOTE 
GREEN ISSUES

The opposition Socialists and LMP 

will cooperate more closely so that 

environmental protection and efforts 

to tackle climate change are defined 

as priorities in the platform of the 

six-party opposition cooperation 

for next year’s election, the co-

leaders of the two parties told an 

online press conference. Bertalan 

Tóth of the Socialists said that 

climate, environment and nature 

protection was a key pillar of the 

party’s programme. He pledged to 

set up a stand-alone ministry for 

overseeing these areas as well as 

water management. The Socialists 

support closing down all coal-fired 

power plants by 2026 and giving 

preference to solar and wind energy, 

he said. Tóth said his party would 

terminate the Paks nuclear power 

plant upgrade project and call a 

referendum on the long-term use of 

nuclear energy. Erzsébet Schmuck 

of LMP said her party would use EU 

funds for “a green turnaround” in 

Hungary, criticising the incumbent 

government of “putting EU funds in 

the pockets of oligarchs”.

BUDGET DEFICIT 
NARROWS TO HUF 1,043.6 
BN ON APRIL SURPLUS

Hungary’s cash flow-based budget 

deficit, excluding local councils, 

came to 1,043.6 billion forints (EUR 

2.9bn) at the end of April, narrowing 

from the previous month on a 100.5 

billion forint April surplus, preliminary 

data released by the finance ministry 

show. The central budget deficit came 

to 890.0 billion forints at the end of 

April, the social insurance funds were 

139.1 billion in the red and separate 

state funds showed a 14.5 billion 

forint gap. Spending on pandemic 

defence exceeded 398.8 billion 

forints by end-April, the ministry 

said. Other expenditures it noted 

included 86.1 billion forints in grants 

to boost competitiveness amid the 

coronavirus crisis, 60.2 billion forints 

for railway developments, 59.4 billion 

for public transport programmes, 

57.9 billion for road developments, 

42.2 billion for projects undertaken in 

the framework of the Modern Cities 

Programme and 37.5 billion forints for 

tourism developments. The ministry 

noted that wage support for sectors 

hardest hit by pandemic restrictions 

had been extended through May.


