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Regarding the conference on the future of Europe, Varga said in a video posted on social media that Europe’s success 

formulas for the 20th century were no longer fit to meet “the challenges of the new era”, adding that what had been a 

thriving economy was now in decline.  She said answers were needed as to the question of why EU responses to challenges 

were constantly delayed and flawed. “Why is our Union drifting from crisis to crisis?” 

The minister said that absent of respect for national constitutions and a culture of equality between member states, Europe’s 

future could not be planned for. She said the relevant Hungarian proposals will be outlined in the coming weeks, with a 

view to setting the foundations for a successful and pro-active alliance. Everyone’s voice deserved to be heard in debates 

at European level, she said, and this was also true of the voice of the Hungarian people.

“We Hungarians have always had sober views concerning Europe,” she said. “We’ve always drawn attention to the ... dangers 

affecting it in a timely manner.” Varga said.

Marking Europe day, Hungary’s justice minister, Judit Varga, said that instead of an ever 
closer union the EU should strive to be ‘multipolar and smart’.

‘MULTIPOLAR, SMART EUROPE’ NEEDED

EU foreign ministers meet in Brussels

Coronavirus updates
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HUNGARY SEES EUROPE 
AS ‘FAMILIES, JOBS, 
INNOVATION’

Hungary sees the European Union 

as a community based on “families, 

employment, and innovation”, Justice 

Minister Judit Varga said in Porto on the 

sidelines of an EU summit.  Varga said 

Hungary’s position differed from visions 

of a “European United States”, and 

argued that the Hungarian model was 

based on “experiences of more than 

ten years, reality, and tangible results”. 

She said that the Hungarian model 

proved that if nation states could handle 

welfare issues themselves, giving “equal 

focus to family policy, economic policy, 

competitiveness, and national identity,” 

then “they could achieve real results”. 

But, she added, given the different 

cultural and historical traditions in each 

country, the solution must be found by 

each individual one. 

The EU summit has set the goal for 

the bloc to reach 78% employment, 

Varga said, adding that Hungary’s rate 

was around 75% already, and its goal 

was to raise it to 85% by 2030.  

KARÁCSONY PRESENTS 
ALTERNATIVE PLAN TO USE 
OF RECOVERY FUNDS 

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

has presented an alternative plan 

on the use of the European Union’s 

pandemic recovery fund, developed 

by the Association of Hungarian 

Municipalities (MÖSZ).

The Hungarian government 

submitted its plan on the use of the 

fund at the end of April, pledging to 

use the funding to cover a “new health-

care system”, and to raise the quality 

of health-care nationwide.  Also as 

part of the government plan, projects 

funded with a view to reducing carbon 

emissions will include upgrading 

track-based transport, strengthening 

higher education and transitioning to 

a circular economy.

Karácsony, a co-leader of MÖSZ and 

the Párbeszéd party, said Hungary 

was “botching a historic chance” by 

failing to put to good use the 6,000 

billion forint (EUR 16.7bn) fund, 

allocated to the country within the 

framework of the EU’s Recovery and 

Resilience Facility (RRF). Karácsony 

said the authors of the alternative 

plan disagreed with the government’s 

decision to only tap 2,500 billion forints 

available in non-refundable support 

while snubbing the 3,500 billion forint 

credit line “available with much better 

conditions than the Russian or Chinese 

loans taken out by the government”. 

MOSZ’s plan would “deliver those 

monies to the people with the help 

of local councils, rather than pouring 

it into concrete and building a circle of 

oligarchs,” he said. The municipalities 

would spend 2,705 billion forints, 45% 

of the funding, on boosting social 

solidarity, 2,070 billion on the fight 

against climate change, 725 billion 

on digitalisation and 500 billion on 

bolstering the economy, Karácsony 

said. Housing developments would 

get over 1,000 billion forints, while 

695 billion would be allocated to 

eliminating child poverty and 135 

billion on expanding the job-seekers’ 

allowance, he said. The plan also calls 

for building two new hospital centres 

from 300 billion forints and improve 

health-care infrastructure using 

100 billion. Some 290 billion forints 

would go towards promoting equal 

opportunities in kindergartens and 

schools, he added.

The alternative plan aims to use EU 

funds wisely to shape a fairer country 

that’s “committed to the future”, he 

said. The plan is going to be “published 

to generate public debate”, and its 

authors are open to discussion with 

the government, he said.

PALKOVICS: HUNGARY, 
AUSTRIA REJECT 
EUROPEAN MINIMUM 
WAGE

Hungary and Austria believe that 

setting a minimum wage from 

Brussels would be ill-advised due 

to large differences in the level of 

development between European 

Union member states, László 

Palkovics, the minister of innovation 

and technology, has told public 

media after talks with Austrian 

Labour Minister Martin Kocher on the 

sidelines of the EU summit in Porto. 

Palkovics said the two countries 

“accept the [EU’s] basic principles [on 

taxation] and will take the methods 

into consideration, but will not accept 

this area being taken away from 

member states.”
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Palkovics and Kocher also discussed 

the post-pandemic situation of the 

labour market, and agreed that decisions 

regarding remote work should be left 

to agreements between employers 

and employees. The government 

should, however, monitor the process 

to see whether new legislative measures 

are necessary, he said. Hungary and 

Austria will cooperate and exchange 

experiences on the matter, and they will 

also work together to ease the situation 

of employees commuting to work across 

the Hungarian-Austrian border, he said. 

Palkovics also noted that Hungary was 

opposed to a unified European tax 

system. Hungary’s standpoint is that 

control over raising certain types of tax 

such as corporate tax should stay with 

member states to accommodate “diverse 

levels of development and economic 

structures”, he said. However, should the 

EU decide to unify the system, “number 

of adjustment tools are available,” 

Palkovics said.

HUNGARY RECORDS 98 
FATALITIES, 1,145 NEW 
INFECTIONS

Fully 98 patients, generally elderly with 

co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 1,145 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Sunday. So far 4,288,641 

people have received a first jab, while 

2,488,118 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections has 

declined to 194,778, while hospitals 

are treating 3,353 Covid patients, 403 

of whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 21,975 people in official 

quarantine, while 5,528,240 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 791,709 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 28,602. Fully 568,329 people 

have made a recovery.

ORBÁN: REOPENING 
ECONOMY DEPENDS  
ON SUCCESSFUL VACCINE 
DRIVE

Reopening the economy depends on 

implementing a successful vaccine 

drive, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

said in a video posted on social 

media. In the video posted after the 

first day of a European Union Porto 

Social Summit, Orbán said the main 

topics were “vaccine, inoculation, 

and the restarting the economy”. 

The body welcomed the World 

Health Organization’s decision to 

recommend another vaccine for use, 

he said, referring to the WHO’s decision 

to recommend the emergency use of 

Sinopharm. The body agreed they 

have to stand up to anti-vaxxers, and 

“we have to try to convince everyone in 

Europe to get the vaccine.” Reopening 

the economies hinges on the vaccine 

drive, he said.

NUMBER OF 16-18 YEAR 
OLDS REGISTERED  
FOR VACCINATION 
EXCEEDS 84,000

The number of 16-18 year olds 

who have registered to receive 

a jab exceeded 84,000 by Friday 

midnight---more than 40% of the 

age group---and registrations are 

still ongoing. Hungary is among 

the first European Union countries 

where the vaccination programme 

is so advanced that 16-18 year olds 

are now eligible for inoculation. 

People 16 or above who register 

after the Friday midnight deadline, 

however, will have to join a waiting 

list alongside people aged 18 or 

above.

WHO SINOPHARM 
APPROVAL VINDICATES 
HUNGARY GOVT POSITION

The World Health Organisation’s 

(WHO) approval of the Sinopharm 

vaccine “vindicates” the Hungarian 

government’s vaccination policy, 

Human Resources Minister Miklós 

Kásler said in reaction to WHO’s 

announcement. “Hungary’s 

vaccination policy has been 

driven exclusively by health-care 

considerations; political or economic 

considerations have not played any 

role,” he said on Facebook. The national 

vaccination programme has allowed 

a gradual reopening of the country, 

he said.

Meanwhile, fully 1.2 million doses 

of Sinopharm vaccine arrived in 

Hungary from China at dawn on 

Saturday, Péter Szijjártó, the foreign 

minister, said on Facebook. “This is 

the biggest shipment of vaccines 

so far,” he said, adding that Hungary 

has now received 3.3 million doses 
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altogether. Another 1.7 million 

doses of the Sinopharm jab are 

under contract to be delivered in 

the future, too. Szijjártó said “the 

next milestone” was the target of 

five million vaccinated in Hungary, 

“bringing us closer to a life of 

normalcy”. “We are in a position to 

vaccinate anyone who needs it,” the 

minister said.

LMP: GOVT 
DISCRIMINATING AGAINST 
OPPOSITION-RUN LOCAL 
COUNCILS

The opposition LMP party has 

accused the government of 

discriminating against local councils 

run by opposition officials when it 

comes to distributing funding. In 

a video posted on Facebook, LMP 

lawmaker Péter Ungár accused 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán of 

favouring pro-government localities. 

By contrast, Austria handed a large 

portion of funding to municipalities, 

“knowing precisely” that they were 

best placed to combat the effects 

of the coronavirus epidemic, he said. 

Orbán, on the other hand, deprived 

local councils of partial revenue by 

slashing car tax and local business 

tax, and by decreeing that parking 

should be free of charge, Ungár said. 

Whereas some of the lost revenues 

were compensated for by a central 

government grant of 1.38 billion 

forints (EUR 3.85m), the money has 

largely gone to Fidesz municipalities, 

he said.

OPPOSITION PARTIES 
MARK EUROPE DAY

The opposition parties on Saturday 

called the European Union key to peace 

on the continent, at an event marking 

Europe Day and the 76th anniversary 

of the end of second world war on the 

continent. At the event organised by 

Association of Hungarian Resistance 

Fighters and Anti-Fascists (MEASZ), 

Gergely Arató of the Democratic 

Coalition (DK) said that by vanquishing 

Fascism, Europe got a lease of peaceful 

life and democratic development. The 

EU is tasked with implementing this, 

“because only cooperation, freedom, 

and democracy can foster lasting 

peace,” he said. LMP co-leader Máté 

Kanász-Nagy said “illiberal ideology 

and thoughts do not serve long-

term peace, harmony or freedom.” 

Ágnes Kunhalmi, the co-leader of the 

Socialist party, warned that despite the 

military victory over Fascism in 1945, the 

“political ideology survived the military 

defeat.” After the financial and migration 

crisis of recent years, far-right populist 

forces have gained momentum, and 

tried to dismantle European integration, 

she said. “[Governing] Fidesz’s political 

tendency to push people who disagree 

with it outside the nation is reminiscent 

of a bygone era,” she said. 

MEASZ head Vilmos Hanti 

announced the association was 

proposing that Hungary declare 

Europe Day a national holiday, similarly 

to other countries. The participants laid 

wreaths at the memorial of the heroes 

of the fight against Fascism and its 

victims in Budapest’s 12th district.

OPPOSITION BOYCOTTS 
MEETING CALLED  
BY DEFENCE MINISTER

Opposition parliamentary group 

leaders failed to turn up to a meeting 

convened by Tibor Benkő, the 

minister of defence, to discuss a bill 

on security tasks for protecting the 

country’s citizens as well as proposed 

measures during the special legal 

order connected with the coronavirus 

epidemic, according to the ministry’s 

website honvedelem.hu. The bill’s key 

points cover crisis response and how 

state institutions oversee related tasks, 

as well as the involvement of citizens 

and businesses in security tasks with a 

view to enhancing the coordination of 

alert systems. The proposed measures 

also dovetail with NATO and EU crisis 

response systems, the ministry said. 

The state’s crisis management system 

should be up to the task of ensuring the 

smooth functioning of society without 

having to introduce extraordinary 

legal measures, the ministry added. 

Hungary’s various disasters such as 

the red sludge flooding, the extreme 

weather in March 2013 which gave rise 

to the worst flooding on the Danube in a 

hundred years, as well as mass migration 

in 2015 and the current coronavirus 

epidemic provide the basis for a 

comparative analysis which informed 

the bill’s creation, it said. The bill is 

geared towards ensuring that society 

and state are capable of responding to 
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fluid security challenges effectively and 

speedily, it added. The aim is to enhance 

the government’s responsiveness to 

crises in a way that is concordant with 

the rule of law, with parliamentary and 

constitutional controls, the ministry said.  

In the absence of the opposition 

representatives at the meeting, the 

ruling Fidesz and Christian Democrat 

lawmakers supplemented and 

amended the bill, the ministry said, 

adding that a proper parliamentary 

debate would have been facilitated had 

the opposition parties participated in 

forming professionally based regulatory 

goals. “The protection of the country 

and its citizens is a social issue, not a 

party political one,” the statement said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: GOVT 
LAUNCHING HUF 30 BN 
SUPPORT SCHEME  
TO BOOST 
COMPETITIVENESS

The government is launching a 30 

billion forint (EUR 83.6m) investment 

support scheme to help large 

companies upgrade and expand 

production, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said on Facebook. 

Eligible sectors include battery 

and pharmaceutical production, 

manufacturing of medical equipment, 

and the food industry, Szijjártó said. 

Companies intending to invest at least 

2 million euros will be eligible to apply 

for funding coming to 20-33 percent of 

the investment value, depending on 

the development level of the county 

they are located in. 

Under European Commission 

regulations, the funding cannot 

exceed 1.8 million euros, he added. 

Companies involved must pledge 

to retain all their workers and raise 

their wages, as well as investing 

in cutting-edge technologies 

to increase value-added and to 

prioritise research and development, 

he said.

Szijjártó noted that the 

government’s investment scheme for 

large companies has so far drawn in 

1,434 companies and preserved some 

270,000 jobs.

HUNGARY RECORDS 
COLDEST APRIL OF C.21ST

April this year was the coldest this 

century, and it was the 15th coldest 

since 1901, Hungary’s weather 

service said on Sunday. The month 

was 2.9 C. cooler than the average 

of 11.4 C. recorded between 1991 

and 2020, the service said on its 

website and on Instagram. April 

was especially capricious this 

year, witnessing snow and even 

snowdrifts. Several other records 

were also broken during the month, 

with 80.7mm of rain drenching 

Tokaj, in eastern Hungary, on the 

first day of the month, while in 

Budapest, the record for the hottest 

day (26.1 C.) was broken on the same 

day.  On April 15, the coldest day, 

the mercury did not get above -0.6 

C. in Kékestető in the north of the 

country.


