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Speaking ahead of a European Union summit meeting focusing on social security, the prime minister said that the community 

could only be made socially secure “if all citizens have access to vaccination, because without the shots people could get 

sick, lose their jobs, and become unable to support their families”.

“Hungary has something to say,” Orbán said, adding that life (in Hungary) “has almost fully reopened, with people having 

access to nearly all services if they are vaccinated and with their freedom regained, while it is not like that in many other 

European countries”.

The prime minister said he would propose that the EU should grant approval to “all proven effective and safe vaccines” 

and speed up the vaccination drive. “Shots save lives, and Europe’s security depends on the vaccination rate of its people,” 

he stressed.

The two-day informal summit, starting later on Friday, will focus on welfare policies, issues around the pandemic and 

measures aimed at tackling those challenges.

The security of Europe depends on the vaccination rate of its population, Prime 
Minister Viktor Orbán said in a video recorded in Porto, and published on Facebook on 
Friday.

ORBÁN: EU’S SECURITy HINGES ON VaCCINaTION

EU summit in Porto

Europe Day

Coronavirus updates

M
TI

/C
si

lla
 C

se
ke

Library of Pannonhalma Archabbey



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

2

May 7, 2021
aFTERNOON ISSUE PM

SZIJJÁRTÓ PRaISES V4-
JaPaN COOPERaTION

Cooperation between the Visegrad 

Group and Japan could contribute to 

an economic boom in central Europe 

after the coronavirus pandemic, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said in 

Warsaw on Friday, during talks with his 

V4 and Japanese counterparts.

The four Visegrad countries have 

a “vested interest” in Japan’s broad 

involvement in the economic 

cooperation and infrastructure 

developments of the region, Szijjártó 

said in his address. V4 participants 

in the meeting suggested that the 

Japanese side consider “an even 

deeper involvement” in central 

European infrastructure projects, 

especially in a planned high-speed 

railway service connecting Hungary, 

Slovakia, the Czech Republic and 

Poland, Szijjártó said.

“For a long time we have held the 

view that central Europe has become 

the engine of European growth; 

reasonable political strategies have 

helped create the most attractive 

investment region of the continent,” 

Szijjártó said. He added that the 

Hungarian V4 presidency, starting in 

July, would focus on maintaining that 

position.

Concerning cooperation with Japan, 

he said that that country had “grasped 

the significance of the Western Balkans 

for security”, adding that the V4 “has 

had and will have” joint health and 

education projects with Japan in 

the Western Balkans. Cooperation 

between the V4 countries and Japan 

could also serve as “an excellent basis” 

for cooperation between the free trade 

area of the Far East and the EU, he said.

On the subject of bilateral ties, 

Szijjártó said that 180 Japanese 

companies were active in Hungary 

employing 40,000 people. Japan is 

Hungary’s 8th largest investor, he said.

Touching upon the Summer 

Olympics to be held in Japan this year, 

Szijjártó said that 150-160 Hungarian 

athletes could qualify for the games. 

He said that the government would 

“reinforce its diplomatic representation 

in Tokyo” and delegate Olympic 

attaches to the Hungarian embassy.

ORBÁN, JaNŠa DISCUSS 
PaNDEMIC MEaSURES, 
VaCCINaTION

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán discussed 

with Janez Janša, his Slovenian 

counterpart, coronavirus protection 

measures and the importance of 

vaccination, in Porto on Thursday 

evening. They agreed that vaccination 

against Covid-19 was the only measure 

of halting the third wave of the 

pandemic. Orbán told Janša that a 

gradual reopening of Hungary was 

made possible by the availability of 

vaccines to a broad circle of people. 

He noted that services can again be 

used by those holding a vaccination 

certificate. The two premiers however 

underlined that the pandemic is not 

yet over which is why Hungarians and 

Slovenes must behave responsibly 

both in their own interest and in 

the interest of others. They advised 

those who have not signed up for 

vaccination to register. Orbán and 

Janša are attending an EU summit in 

Porto.

MINISTER: MINIMUM 
WaGE REGULaTIONS 
SHOULD REMaIN MEMBER 
STaTE COMPETENCy

Hungary accepts the European Union’s 

guidelines on the minimum wage 

but maintains that the issue should 

be regulated by the member states, 

László Palkovics, the innovation and 

technology minister, said after talks 

with Ana Mendes Godinho, the 

Portuguese labour and social affairs 

minister, in Porto on Friday.

At the talks ahead of the EU’s 

summit on social affairs, the ministers 

exchanged experiences on the 

coronavirus pandemic’s effect on 

the labour market, and discussed 

the concept of a European minimum 

wage, Palkovics said. The minister 

said Hungary saw the protection of 

workers as its top priority. Regulation 

of the minimum wage should be 

left to the member states, as they 

are best equipped to address the 

issue “in a sensible manner”, he said. 

The Hungarian minimum wage has 

grown by 128% between 2010 and 

2021, a result that “couldn’t have been 

achieved by any other means”, he said.

Regarding coping mechanisms 

during the pandemic, Palkovics said 

many countries, Portugal and Hungary 
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among them, have introduced 

shortened working hours to support 

employees. Both countries have held 

trainings for workers, honing digital 

and IT skills among others, he said. 

Regarding remote work, Hungary 

and Portugal took different paths, 

Palkovics said. While Hungary “strove 

to avoid overregulation” and mostly 

left the matter to be regulated by 

agreements between employers and 

employees, Portugal made remote 

work mandatory where the sector 

made that possible. Both countries 

have reported good results, with the 

number of home office workers rising 

above 20% in Portugal and jumping 

from 2% to 17% in Hungary, Palkovics 

said.

NOVÁK IN PORTO: JOBS, 
FaMILy, INNOVaTION  
aRE HUNGaRy’S 
SOLUTIONS TO SOCIaL 
CHaLLENGES

Supporting jobs, families and 

innovation are Hungary’s recipe for 

addressing social challenges faced by 

the European Union, Katalin Novák, the 

minister in charge of family affairs, said 

in Porto on Thursday.

Novák held talks with Ana Mendes 

Godinho, Portugal’s labour, solidarity 

and social security minster, in the 

city hosting an EU summit focusing 

on social affairs on Friday and 

Saturday. Ahead of the talks, Novák 

told Hungarian public media that 

she would present “the Hungarian 

model”, which offered a solid family 

support policy and an employment-

focused economic policy, as solutions 

to welfare challenges such as reducing 

poverty in general and child poverty 

in particular. “I will highlight Hungary’s 

solution ... how a country can respond 

innovatively to new challenges while 

strongly preserving the unity of the 

family,” Novák said, noting Hungary’s 

efforts to preserve and create jobs.

Meanwhile, Novák warned that 

Hungary would staunchly defend its 

sovereignty when it came to certain 

proposals such as offering benefits to 

migrants in countries which have seen 

an increase in their numbers.

She also said Hungary rejected a 

unified EU tax regime which would 

require hiking taxes. The minister 

highlighted Hungary’s low corporate 

tax rate, low tax on family benefits, and 

its exemption of under-25s from paying 

personal income tax among other 

policies. Novák said the Portuguese 

minister was intrigued by the success 

of Hungary’s family support policies: 

while spending 5% of its economic 

output on family support, Hungary 

has simultaneously maintained its 

competitiveness, she said. Also the 

employment of women in Hungary has 

increased at the second highest rate in 

the bloc over the past 10 years. “This 

all proves that family and employment 

can go together,” she said. Novák 

insisted that Portugal’s approach 

differed fundamentally from Hungary’s, 

as the former favoured welfare while 

Hungary put the emphasis on job-

creation and ensuring that everyone 

able to work for a decent living had the 

chance to do so and could raise their 

children from their earnings with the 

help of various government support 

mechanisms. The minister insisted 

that Portugal lacked a strong family 

policy or family support at national 

level. She added that the Portuguese 

had fewer marriages and were less 

enthusiastic about bringing children 

into the world. Instead, the country 

regarded migration as a solution to 

demographic problems, she added, 

instead of promoting child-bearing 

like the Hungarian government.

JUSTICE MINISTER: 
HUNGaRy ECONOMIC 
MODEL BaSED  
ON RESPECT FOR WORK

The economic model Hungary 

has built is based on respect for 

work and serves as the guideline 

for the government’s support of 

the European Union’s goals, the 

justice minister said. Speaking 

ahead of a two-day EU summit 

focusing on social affairs and the 

pandemic, Judit Varga said in a 

Facebook video that the Hungarian 

government believed everyone 

must be given a chance to work 

and have the right to keep what 

they earn. “Jobs are the key to 

everything,” Varga said, adding 

that the position the government 

would be representing at the 

summit was backed up by more 

than 10 years’ experience. During 

its time in power, the government 

has helped push employment to 
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record highs, introduced a f lat-

rate personal income tax, doubled 

the minimum wage and reformed 

the tax system so that it benefits 

families and encourages couples 

to have children. Even the EU now 

recognises Hungary’s achievements, 

she added.

FIDESZ MEP: BaLKaNS 
MUST BECOME INTEGRaL 
PaRT OF EUROPE

It is important for the Balkan region 

to become an integral part of Europe 

beyond just its membership in 

the Council of Europe, Fidesz MEP 

László Trócsányi said on Friday. 

Addressing the “Europe Day 2021” 

online conference organised by the 

National University of Public Service, 

Trócsányi noted that the continent 

currently celebrates two Europe 

Days: one observed on May 5 by the 

Council of Europe and one on May 

9 by the European Union. Trócsányi 

said the CoE was the larger of the 

two organisations, with the total 

population of its member states 

being 830 million people. “The 

unfortunate thing when it comes to 

Europe Day is that we can’t speak of 

full European unity,” Trócsányi said. 

“There are regions whose accession 

needs to be supported. Tibor 

Navracsics, director of the university’s 

European Strategy Research Institute, 

said the EU should comprise a 

community of Europeans in which 

most decisions are made by member 

states rather than institutions.

GOVT OFFICIaL: FOREIGN 
MINISTERS’ MEETING 
ENDED DECaDE-LONG 
GRIDLOCK IN HUNGaRy-
ROMaNIa COOPERaTION

Last week’s meeting between 

Hungary and Romania’s foreign 

ministers ended a “decade-long 

gridlock” in bilateral relations on 

minority issues, Ferenc Kalmár, 

ministerial commissioner in charge 

of neighbourhood policy, said in 

an interview with Transylvanian 

Hungarian daily Krónika on Friday. 

Hungary and Romania agreed on 

the establishment of a bilateral 

mixed committee on minority issues 

back in 1996, Kalmár, who is also 

the committee’s co-chair, said. The 

committee is supposed to meet 

at least once a year but it was last 

convened in 2011, he said. Attempts to 

revive it failed both in 2015 and 2017, 

Kalmár added.

“The minutes of the last meeting 

contained 18 agenda items that 

were never discussed,” he said. “The 

Hungarian side refused to sign the 

document until those 18 issues were 

debated in detail, while Romania said 

any further steps, including any co-

chair meetings, were conditional on 

the signing of the minutes.” Those 

agenda items included, among 

others, restitution cases, the issue of 

Romania’s minority law and Hungarian 

language education, he said. But now 

these issues will be debated at the next 

meeting, Kalmár said.

“We can finally sit down for talks 

again,” he said. “We’re planning to 

convene a plenary session of the 

committee on minority issues in 

the autumn.” Hungary believes 

that besides individual rights, the 

Hungarian minority in Romania should 

be given collective rights, he noted. 

“In our view, without the guarantee 

of collective rights, the integration 

of minorities into society is equal to 

assimilation,” Kalmar said. “We don’t 

support assimilation in any form.” 

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó agreed with his Romanian 

counterpart Bogdan Aurescu last week 

to relaunch the Hungarian-Romanian 

mixed committee on minority issues.

STaTE SECy CaLLS 
ON SLOVENIaNS, 
HUNGaRIaNS TO JOINTLy 
FOSTER CULTURE, MOTHER 
TONGUE

Slovenians and Hungarians should 

jointly foster their culture and mother 

tongue and rely on one another, 

Miklós Soltész, the state secretary 

for church and ethnic relations of 

the Prime Minister’s Office, said in 

Lendava (Lendva). Christianity, their 

common faith, lends a great deal 

of strength to this endeavour, the 

state secretary said after meeting 

Catholic Bishop Peter Stumpf, 

Lutheran Bishop Leon Novak, and 

the Reformed pastor and pastoress 

of Murska Subota (Muraszombat). 

“There’s a particularly pressing need 

for inter-denominational cooperation 
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to face challenges stemming partly 

from migration, such as the Muslim 

push, and partly from the anti-

Christian thoughts cherished by 

some western European ideologies,” 

Soltész told MTI by phone. The state 

secretary visited Saint Catherine of 

Alexandria Church in Lendava, whose 

tower was damaged by two Croatian 

earthquakes last year and is being 

renovated in part from Hungarian 

funds.

HUNGaRy RECORDS 106 
COVID FaTaLITIES, 1,541 
NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 106 patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over 

the past 24 hours, while 1,541 

new infections were registered, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Friday. So 

far 4,203,873 people have received a 

first jab, while 2,406,684 have been 

fully vaccinated. The number of active 

infections has declined to 206,949, 

while hospitals are treating 3,855 

Covid patients, 445 of whom need 

respiratory assistance. There are 

24,690 people in official quarantine, 

while 5,494,198 tests have been 

officially carried out. Since the first 

outbreak, 789,188 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 28,403. Fully 553,836 people 

have made a recovery. So far, most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed 

by the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén, Győr-Moson-Sopron and 

Hajdú-Bihar.

HUNGaRy HOSPITaLS 
TO RESUME ELECTIVE 
SURGERIES

Hospitals in Hungary will resume 

elective surgeries and rehabilitation 

services next Thursday, after putting 

them on hold due to the pandemic, 

the human resources minister has said. 

Patients will be required to present 

valid Covid-19 immunity certificates, 

or, in its absence, a negative PCR test 

48 hours prior to the procedure and a 

negative rapid antigen test on the day 

of the surgery, Miklós Kásler said on 

Facebook. Those suspected of having 

Covid while in hospital will be isolated 

and subjected to an antigen test, he 

said.

BUDaPEST MUNICIPaL 
COURT REJECTS 
KLUBRÁDIÓ aPPEaL OVER 
92.9 MHZ

The Budapest Municipal Court 

on Friday upheld the decision of 

Hungary’s top media authority to strip 

commercial Klubrádió from the use 

of the 92.9 MHz frequency. Klubrádió 

challenged the National Media 

and Communications Authority’s 

(NMHH) decision in court in March, 

when the body closed a tender for 

the frequency without declaring a 

winner. The authority’s Media Council 

rejected Klubrádió’s offer for failing to 

comply with several requirements 

even though it was the sole bidder. 

The station popular with opposition 

listeners said in a statement that 

it considered the Media Council’s 

“excuses” against its bid “unlawful”.

NMHH said in a statement that the 

non-binding ruling had fully rejected 

the station’s claims, saying the NMHH’s 

acts had been entirely lawful when 

it rejected the bid. The court said 

the bid contained “flaws warranting 

disqualification”, and the station’s 

economic operation ran afoul of legal 

requirements and the conditions of 

the tender. In the verbal reasoning of 

the ruling, the court said Klubrádió’s 

programme plan was “incomplete 

and inconsistent”, and could not be 

considered at the tender. Therefore, 

the authority was right in concluding 

that Klubrádió would not be able to 

comply with the tender’s goals, since 

its operation was unlawful and could 

not prove it had taken actions to rectify 

the situation, the court said.

SOCIaLISTS CaLL FOR 
RESTORING PUBLIC 
EMPLOyEE STaTUS  
OF HEaLTH WORKERS

The opposition Socialists on Friday 

called for restoring the public 

employee status of health-care 

workers. Citing press reports, Socialist 

MP Ildikó Bangó Borbély said non-

Covid patients were not always getting 

the care they needed either due to 

hospitals being full or because they 

were not allowed to perform certain 

tests or apply certain treatments. She 

blamed deficiencies in hospital care 

on the government order for hospitals 
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to vacate a proportion of their beds 

during the first wave of the coronavirus 

pandemic, the government’s “failure” 

to properly prepare the health-care 

sector for the second wave and the 

law on the new legal status of health 

workers. Some 5,500 workers left the 

sector at the beginning of March, she 

said, warning that “things could get a 

lot worse in the near future.” Bangó 

Borbély said many health workers had 

inserted a clause into their contract 

saying that they would quit unless 

their demands were met by May 

31. She said the health sector was 

plagued by disorganisation, insisting 

that the Fidesz government had “let 

health care fall apart” over the last 11 

years. The party’s election platform 

proposes the establishment of an 

independent health ministry and the 

appointment of a “competent member 

of government” to oversee it, she said.

HUNGaRy POSTS EUR 1.0 
BN TRaDE SURPLUS  
IN MaRCH

Hungary posted a trade surplus 

of 1.013 billion euros in March, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said. 

Exports grew by 22.3%, while imports 

grew by 15.3%, the report on the first 

reading of data showed. In absolute 

terms, exports came to 11.1 billion 

euros and imports to 10.0 billion. In 

monthly comparison, exports were up 

by 14.0% and imports by 13.5%. Trade 

with other European member states 

accounted for 77% of exports and 72% 

of imports. For the period January-

March, exports were up by an annual 

6.2% at 29.5 billion euros and imports 

grew by 3.3% to 26.8 billion. The trade 

surplus reached 2.7 billion euros.

FINaNCE MINISTER: SOLE-
MIZO DEVELOPS THREE 
FaCILITIES IN HUF 5 BN 
INVESTMENT

Hungary’s largest dairy company, Sole-

Mizo, has undertaken developments at 

three of its facilities, investing 5 billion 

forints (EUR 13.9m), Finance Minister 

Mihály Varga said on Friday. The 

investments, which helped preserve 

1,225 jobs, were supported by a 2.2 

billion government grant, Varga said 

on Facebook. Sole-Mizo expanded 

its cheese plant in Bácsbokod, set 

up a pulverising plant in Csorna and 

modernised and expanded production 

in Szeged, Varga said.

The company processes 400 million 

litres of milk a year, and ensures the 

livelihood of a multitude of milk 

suppliers as the largest buyer in 

Hungary, Varga noted. The company 

was supported within the framework 

of the government’s support scheme 

for the investment projects of large 

companies, which has so far supported 

53 firms in investing 110 billion forints, 

preserving and creating some 22,500 

jobs, he said. The government is 

mulling raising the budget of the 

scheme by a further 25 billion forints 

should it become necessary, Varga 

said. The government sees quality 

food production supplying for all 

Hungarians’ needs as of strategic 

importance, Varga said. The food 

industry and agriculture will receive 

1,500 billion forints in the next 2 years, 

Varga said.

HEaLTH aUTHORITy LIFTS 
BIRD FLU RESTRICTIONS  
IN E HUNGaRy

Hungarian food safety authority 

Nébih on Friday lifted restrictions 

imposed earlier due to avian flu 

identified in eastern Hungary’s Hajdú-

Bihar county. No new infection has 

been reported in the Nádudvar area 

since April 13, the authority said. 

If no further cases were reported 

distribution of poultry from the area 

could resume to domestic and EU 

markets on May 16, Nébih said.


