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Fidesz EP group leader Tamás Deutsch noted that the EC had promised an “unbiased” 2020 rule-of-law report. He accused 

the EC of instead having produced “a political pamphlet” echoing the European and Hungarian left-wing’s slanders against 

Hungary. He said that after the “considerable scandal” generated by “that biased report” which “applied double standards”, 

the EC had promised to prepare this year’s report without any bias and prejudice.  Deutsch accused Gábor Magyar, a staff 

member of an EU directorate-general, of being an “unruly left-wing political activist” rather than an impartial official. He 

noted that in an interview Magyar had called Hungary a regime that no longer met the criteria of the democratic rule of law 

that respects human rights. In the letter, the European lawmakers of Fidesz called on the EC to immediately withdraw the 

“obviously biased” liaison and publicly guarantee a fair procedure. They also asked the EC how it could expect “someone who 

is biased against the Hungarian government” to be unbiased in his assessment of the state of the rule of law in the country.

Ruling Fidesz MEPs have sent a letter of protest to the European Commission arguing 
that the appointed liaison of the delegation preparing this year’s rule-of-law report on 
Hungary, was “an out-and-out left-wing political activist”.

FIDESZ CRITICAL OF RULE-OF-LAW REPORT LIAISON
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briefing
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Vegetables at Hungarian lighting company Tungsram’s vertical farm 
inaugurated in Budapest
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARIANS 
CAN TRAVEL TO CROATIA 
WITH IMMUNITY 
CERTIFICATE

Hungary has agreed with Croatia 

to mutually recognise immunity 

certificates allowing holders 

unrestricted travel between the two 

countries, the foreign minister said 

on Facebook. Under an agreement 

reached on Wednesday, “Hungarian 

nationals who have been vaccinated 

can travel to Croatia with no 

obligation to isolate or get tested,” 

Péter Szijjártó said. The technical 

details will be posted on the 

Hungarian Foreign Ministry’s Consular 

Service website during the week, he 

said. Talks with other neighbouring 

countries are ongoing on the matter 

of accepting certificates, Szijjártó 

said. The first neighbour Hungary 

agreed with on mutually recognising 

immunity certificates was Serbia last 

week.

MERKELY: SINOPHARM 
JAB PROVIDES PROPER 
PROTECTION

The Sinopharm vaccine produces 

many hundred times the number of 

antibodies after two jabs than that 

after someone is infected by the virus, 

the rector of Budapest’s Semmelweis 

University said, rejecting news reports 

that a third dose might be needed in 

certain cases. In an interview with the 

daily Magyar Nemzet, Béla Merkely said 

that according to tests conducted at 

the university, Sinopharm has generally 

produced a much stronger immune 

response than that detected in 

recovered patients. Even the lowest 

levels of antibodies measured after 

the Chinese jab were on par with the 

immune response after recovery, he 

said. 

Merkely noted, at the same time, 

that the six vaccines used in Hungary 

were made using diverse methods, 

“so no single vaccine can produce all 

the advantageous effects”. The use of 

messenger RNA to induce an immune 

response against the virus’s distinctive 

spike protein, as in the case of the Pfizer 

and Moderna vaccines, is a unique 

method, used for the first time in the 

world last year, he noted. Meanwhile, 

AstraZeneca, Sputnik V and Janssen are 

vector vaccines, using non-infectious 

adenoviruses to forward information 

on spike proteins into the body. The 

body then produces antibodies against 

that protein, he said. Those vaccines 

“cannot be compared” to Sinopharm, 

which contains inactive Covid-19 

viruses, and with it multiple proteins 

rather than just the spike protein, 

Merkely said. The vaccine works by 

eliciting a response to all proteins, he 

added.

HUNGARY RECORDS 128 
COVID FATALITIES, 1,130 
NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 128 patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 1,130 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said on Wednesday. So far 4,123,697 

people have received a first jab, while 

2,248,775 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections has 

declined to 218,829, while hospitals 

are treating 4,374 Covid patients, 511 

of whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 24,796 people in official 

quarantine, while 5,454,661 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 785,967 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 28,173. Fully 538,965 people 

have made a recovery. So far, most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed 

by the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén, Győr-Moson-Sopron and 

Hajdú-Bihar.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY, 
FINLAND ‘CHAMPIONS 
OF ENVIRONMENTALLY 
SOUND GROWTH’

Hungary and Finland are among the 

few countries which expanded their 

economy while curbing greenhouse 

gas emissions, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said in Helsinki after talks with 

his Finnish counterpart Pekka Haavisto. 

Taking over the rotating presidency 

of the Council of Europe later in May, 

Hungary will prioritise adopting 

regulations to facilitate the European 

economy’s growth while protecting 

the environment and nature, 

Szijjártó told a joint press conference. 

Cooperation with Finland will be an 

important foundation for that work, he 
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added. Finland and Hungary are also 

bound by their treasured Finno-Ugric 

roots, the minister said.

Szijjártó highlighted the room for 

improvement in sectors such as nuclear 

technology, “a safe, cheap and clean 

energy resource”. Finland and Hungary 

are currently using similar technologies 

to build nuclear power plants, he said. 

Electric batteries are important tools 

to reduce the ecological impact of 

transport, but their proper recycling 

is also a key issue, Szijjártó said. The 

use of hydrogen technologies should 

also be expanded in an economically 

competitive manner, he said.

Haavisto said the meeting touched 

on a number of issues, including the 

situation in Belarus and Ukraine, the 

European Union’s enlargement in the 

Western Balkans, and the priorities 

of the Council of Europe’s Hungarian 

presidency. Haavisto said he had 

expressed concerns over the state of the 

rule of law, as well as that of press and 

academic freedom in Hungary. He also 

called for “keeping a united European 

voice” in foreign policy issues. Estonia 

will host a Finno-Ugric world congress 

this summer, with Finnish and Hungarian 

dignitaries attending, he added.

PÁRBESZÉD SLAMS 2022 
‘ELECTION BUDGET’

Opposition Párbeszéd has criticised the 

government’s 2022 draft budget, calling 

it an “election budget” that would 

benefit “the usual contractors” involved 

in investment projects rather than the 

Hungarian people. “The government is 

carrying on with its habit of flooding 

the entire country with cement if it 

has to just to guarantee contracts for 

its own construction companies,” 

Sándor Burány, Párbeszéd’s deputy 

group leader, told an online press 

conference. Burány added that it was 

“pointless” to submit next year’s draft 

budget this early given the uncertainty 

around the pandemic. He said it was 

also clear that the government would 

be incapable of meeting many of its 

targets, including its 3% inflation target. 

The public debt level targeted by the 

budget “ is essentially the same as 

where the government started from 

in 2010, even though they have since 

stolen 3,000 billion forints (EUR 8.3bn) 

from private pension funds to spend 

on reducing the debt”, he insisted. 

Burány said loans given to Hungary by 

Russia and China for major investment 

projects like the upgrade of the Paks 

nuclear power plant and setting 

up the Budapest campus of China’s 

Fudan University would also add to the 

public debt while hurting the country’s 

political independence.

LMP: WITHOUT EU FUNDS, 
HUNGARY WOULD FALL 
INTO RECESSION NEXT 
YEAR 

Hungary’s economy would fall into 

recession next year if it had no access 

to EU support, a senior opposition LMP 

official said, accusing the government 

of maintaining a “botched economic 

policy and high budget deficit”. 

Assessing the finance ministry’s draft 

budget for 2022 submitted on Tuesday, 

deputy group leader Antal Csárdi told 

an online press conference that ruling 

Fidesz continued “to favour its cronies” 

instead of helping restart small and 

medium-sized enterprises. “The entire 

budget should be reconsidered,” he 

said. Keeping the 2022 elections in 

mind, Fidesz has envisaged “a huge” 

budget deficit of 5.9%, he said, 

adding that the 79% debt rate was 

“unexpectedly high”, too.

The European Union, however, will 

contribute 3,050 billion forints (EUR 

8.5bn), accounting for over 10% of 

the budget, Csárdi said. “While the 

government calculates with 5.2% 

growth, the EU funds alone generate 

a rate of 5.3%,” he said.

Next year’s budget will make the rich 

even richer and leave the needy in the 

lurch, Csárdi said. He also criticised the 

draft for depriving the municipalities 

of 40 billion forints of central support. 

LMP, in turn, proposes a progressive 

taxation system, which would leave 

more money in the pockets of low-

income people and only increase the 

burden of those earning over 700,000 

forints a month, Csárdi said. Instead of 

loans, LMP insists on granting central 

support for restarting SMEs, he said.

BAKONDI: MIGRANT 
PRESSURE GROWING ON 
GREECE-N MACEDONIA 
BORDER

Pressure on the Greece-North 

Macedonia border from illegal 

migration is growing and will soon 
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be felt at Hungary’s southern border, 

the prime minister’s domestic 

security adviser said. György 

Bakondi told public broadcaster 

Kossuth Rádió that the Hungarian 

authorities have caught 31,300 

people at the border so far this year, 

and 284 human smugglers have 

been prosecuted. These numbers, 

he added, are far in excess of those 

in the same period last year. Stricter 

regulations connected with the 

coronavirus epidemic have made 

people smuggling a harder prospect, 

with a concomitant effect on costs, 

so many migrants priced out of the 

professional smuggling market are 

turning up at the Hungarian border 

unaided and without any kind of 

support, he said, noting that most 

are therefore caught at the fence.

Meanwhile, interviewed on public 

television channel M1, Bakondi referred 

to a new European Commission draft 

measure aimed to strengthen the legal 

and practical framework for voluntary 

return from Europe and transit 

countries, saying it was problematic 

that a high number of migrants lacked 

documents, their identities were 

unclear and countries of origin did 

not want to readmit them.

EPIDEMIC LEFT STRONG 
MARK ON DEMOGRAPHICS 
IN 2020

The number of births increased in 

Hungary in 2020 but the number 

of deaths outpaced this markedly, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said, noting the heavy toll left by the 

coronavirus epidemic. On January 

1, 2021, Hungary’s population was 

9,730,000, which is 39,600 less than a 

year earlier. This population loss was 

significantly higher than 3,200 in 2019. 

In 2020, fully 92,233 births were recorded 

and 140,900 deaths, leading to a net loss 

of 48,667, 20% up on the previous year. 

The number of deaths increased by 8.7%, 

the highest mortality rate in 21 years. 

Last year, almost 70% of children were 

born to married couples while 30% were 

born out of wedlock -- as against 61-39% 

a year earlier and 56-44% two years ago. 

Given a decline in immigration, the 

natural decline of the population was 

only marginally offset in 2020. KSH noted 

an increase in the number of marriages 

in 2020, while more people repatriated 

than emigrated.

HOME BUILDING 
PERMIT ISSUES PLUNGE 
IN CAPITAL, JUMP 
ELSEWHERE 

The number of home building permits 

issued in Budapest plunged in the first 

quarter while jumping in the rest of 

the country, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said. At the start of the 

year, the government slashed the 

VAT rate on home building to 5% 

from 27%. Overall, number of home 

building permits issued edged down 

1% to 6,946. The number of home 

building permits issued in the capital 

fell by an annual 79% to 757 in Q1. 

During the same period, the number 

issued in county seats and cities with 

populations over 50,000 increased by 

77%, to 1,721. The number issued in 

smaller cities grew by 82%, to 2,636, 

and the number issued in villages rose 

by 84%, to 1,832.

Commenting on the data, Finance 

Minister Mihály Varga said the sector 

was expected to expand further in 

the coming period. Funds for further 

supporting measures are at hand in 

this year’s budget, Varga said, noting 

the VAT reduction and the possibility to 

reclaim VAT after buying new a home 

for those who receive CSOK home 

purchase subsidies. The government 

also offers to refund half of the home 

reconstruction costs for families raising 

children up to 3 million forints (EUR 

8,300), and a discount loan for the same 

purpose up to 6 million, he said. The 

extension of homes accommodating 

multi-generational families will also 

receive state support, he said.

GOVT AWARDS FLEX 
GRANT FOR HUF 8.9 BN 
INVESTMENT

Péter Szijjártó, the minister of foreign 

affairs and trade, on Tuesday awarded 

the local unit of contract electronics 

maker Flex a 3.6 billion forint (EUR 

10.0m) government grant to support 

8.9 billion forints of investments at 

the company’s bases in Zalaegerszeg 

and Sárvár, in western Hungary. The 

investments will create 120 jobs, the 

foreign minister said in Zalaegerszeg, 

southwest Hungary.

Flextronics International Kft VP 

Ágota Péter said the investments 
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would involve capacity to produce 

cutting-edge products for the 

automotive industry, ones that collect 

and process data and support vehicles 

that are close to fully autonomous. She 

added that 80 of the 120 new hires 

would be highly trained workers.

Serial production of the new 

products, which Flex developed at its 

design centre in Budapest, could start 

in 2023. One of the products regulates 

batteries, another is an electric 

turbocharger and a third controls 

lighting with sensors and cameras. Flex 

EMEA VP Jean-Francois Zoeller noted 

that Flex employs around 9,000 people 

at bases in five cities in Hungary. Last 

year, its local business generated 

revenue of 2.7 billion euros, he added.

POLISH SPRING FILM 
FESTIVAL TO FEATURE 
THE PRIMATE, TWO 
HUNGARIAN PREMIERES

This year’s Polish Spring Film Festival, 

to be held from May 6 to 10, will feature 

five films, including one about Cardinal 

Stefan Wyszyński, a mayor figure 

of 20th-century Polish history, the 

organiser has said. The festival held 

online will open with the premiere of 

Jan Holoubek’s 25 Years of Innocence, 

a true-life drama film of a young 

Polish man wrongfully convicted 

and imprisoned for 25 years for rape 

and murder of a 15 year-old girl, the 

Polish Institute told MTI. The other 

premiere will be Never Cry, written 

and directed by Piotr Domalewski, 

about 17-year-old Ola who travels 

alone to Ireland to arrange for the 

funeral of her father. The film will be 

shown as the closing event on May 

10. The drama The Primate – Three 

Years Out of a Thousand directed by 

Teresa Kotlarczyk will be streamed on 

May 9. The film pays tribute to Cardinal 

Stefan Wyszyński, head of the Catholic 

Church in Poland from 1949 until his 

death in 1981. Wyszyński was one of 

the most important figures of Polish 

20th-century history, and also one of 

the best-known victims of Stalinist-era 

repression in Eastern Europe. The film 

focuses on the period of September 

1953 and October 1956 when the 

cardinal was imprisoned in an attempt 

to curb his staunch anti-Communist’s 

influence in Polish society.

POLICE RAISE CHARGES 
AGAINST VIRUS SCEPTIC 
SUSPECT

Police have raised charges against 

a suspected virus sceptic for 

spreading false information in 

connection with coronavirus, 

a National Police Headquarters 

spokesman said. Lieutenant 

Colonel Kristóf Gál noted that 

the cybercrime department of 

the police’s National Office of 

Investigations last December started 

investigating virus sceptics who 

spread false information. In this 

instance, the suspect made public 

statements against mask-wearing 

as well as questioning the dangers 

of the coronavirus epidemic, Gál 

told an online press briefing of 

the operative body responsible for 

coordinating coronavirus-related 

measures. Further suspects are 

under investigation, he added. The 

widely circulated statements were, 

in the opinion of the police, liable 

to undermine epidemiological 

protection measures, he said.


