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Varga said the budget was aimed at relaunching the economy, supporting families, reintroducing the 13-month pension, 

providing tax exemptions for earners under 25, while further reducing the tax burden on employers and supporting 

investments that create jobs. Fully 7,308 billion forints (EUR 20.3bn) is pencilled in to restart the economy, amounting 

to the biggest economic programme in modern Hungarian history, he said. The draft 2022 budget is 483 billion forints 

larger than this year’s, he said, noting that 2,778 billion forints is being made available for family support measures such as 

personal income tax exemptions and housing subsidies. The government will also spend 2,884 billion forints on health 

care, 769 billion more than this year, he said. In order to manage risks, a 233 billion forint reserve fund has been set aside in 

the budget. Varga said average wages were expected to grow by 8% next year. Regarding the basic minimum wage and 

the minimum wage for skilled workers, he noted that an agreement between employers and employees would provide 

the basis for calculating them.

The government targets economic growth of 5.2%, with a deficit target of 5.9% of 
GDP and public debt of 79.3%, Finance Minister Mihály Varga said, presenting the 2022 
budget bill to parliament.

2022 BUDGET TARGETS 5.2% GROWTH, 5.9% DEFICIT

Stats office reports on Q1 housing 
completions

Coronavirus updates
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Three-week-old ring-tailed lemurs at the Nyíregyháza Zoo, in eastern 
Hungary
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY  
HAS ENOUGH VACCINE 
FOR EVERYONE WHO ASKS 
FOR IT

Hungary is the first country in Europe 

where enough vaccine is available 

for everyone who asks for it, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said after talks 

with Pfizer’s Hungarian director. “This 

is a great achievement, and it would 

not have been possible without Pfizer’s 

supplies,” Szijjártó said. Hungary has 

signed up for 10.8 million doses of 

Pfizer vaccine, and the 20th shipment 

of 334,000 doses were scheduled to 

arrive on Tuesday, he said. As a result, 

Hungary will have received a total of 

2.8 million doses of Pfizer vaccine, the 

largest amount of vaccine received 

from any vaccine manufacturer, he 

added. Szijjártó said that thanks to 

these supplies and “the fact that 

Hungary does not consider vaccine 

procurement to be an ideological 

issue”, having purchased vaccines from 

both “the Eastern and the Western 

points of the compass”, the country 

is the first where the vaccine market 

of is turning from supply-driven to 

demand-driven, he said. It is also 

planned that Pfizer will play a big role 

in the vaccination of young people, 

Szijjártó said. He noted that he had 

paid a visit to the company’s Hungarian 

office as a sign of respect and to thank 

its employees. Since December 26, 

2020, they have all been working 

extremely hard to ensure the supply of 

large amounts of vaccines to Hungary, 

he added. Sufficient reserves are now 

being accumulated in order to be able 

to inoculate people aged between 16 

and 18, and the vaccination of under 

16s could follow depending on the 

advice of medical experts, he said.

GOVT OFFICIAL: EASTERN 
JABS SAVED HUNGARIAN 
ECONOMY ‘VAST 
AMOUNTS OF MONEY’

Hungary’s use of the Russian and 

Chinese Covid-19 vaccines saved the 

country’s economy “vast amounts of 

money”, a foreign ministry official said. 

Tamás Menczer, the state secretary for 

communications and international 

representation, said in a Facebook 

video that the Hungarian economy 

had lost 10-15 billion forints (EUR 28-

42m) per day during the lockdown. 

Without access to the Sputnik V and 

Sinopharm jabs it would have taken 

the country a month and a half 

longer to reach 4 million vaccinations, 

Menczer said. That amount of time 

lost would have cost the economy 

more than 550 billion forints, he said. 

However, most of this money has been 

saved thanks to the Eastern vaccines, 

he added.

ORBÁN MEETS UNIVERSITY 
FOUNDATION HEADS

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán held talks 

with the heads of the supervisory 

boards of the foundations running 

Hungary’s universities that have 

recently adopted new operational 

models, his press chief said. The 

mission of the universities that have 

shifted from being state-run to 

being operated by foundations is 

for them to be Hungary’s engines 

of growth and to help boost the 

country’s competitiveness, Bertalan 

Havasi cited the prime minister as 

saying. The foundation model is 

not just a new system for managing 

the institutions, but a whole new 

Hungarian university system, Orbán 

said. The supervisory boards will be 

the real caretakers of the universities, 

which will no longer be operated 

by the state, he said. Rather than 

being overseen by a single minister 

or state secretary, these institutions 

will now be managed by the heads 

and members of the supervisory 

boards of the foundations running 

them in the interest of improving 

the quality of their programmes and 

research activities, Orbán added. 

Hungary expects excellence, rather 

than mediocrity, from its universities, 

the prime minister said, adding that 

the state was prepared to provide the 

funding the institutions needed to 

carry out their development plans. The 

meeting was also attended by László 

Palkovics, the minister for innovation 

and technology.

HUNGARY RECORDS 137 
CORONAVIRUS FATALITIES, 
726 NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 137 patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over the 

past 24 hours, while 726 new infections 
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were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Tuesday. So far 4,099,495 

people have received a first jab, while 

2,157,637 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections has 

declined to 223,802, while hospitals 

are treating 4,739 Covid patients, 549 

of whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 28,080 people in official 

quarantine, while 5,438,145 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 784,837 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 28,045. Fully 532,990 people 

have made a recovery. So far, most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed 

by the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén, Győr-Moson-Sopron and 

Hajdú-Bihar.

SPAS OPEN TO VISITORS 
WITH VACCINATION 
CERTIFICATES

Spas and baths in Hungary are now 

receiving visitors in possession of 

a vaccination certificate, the chief 

medical officer said. The spread 

of the virus is unlikely in such an 

environment, Cecília Müller said. 

The public health authority and the 

Hungarian Spa Association have set 

up a list of requirements to ensure the 

safety of patrons, Müller said. Besides 

technological, security, environmental 

and health-care requirements for 

reopening, the document also 

contains regulations on disinfection 

and cleaning, staffing, as well as on the 

chemical balance of the pool water, 

Müller said. Guests are asked to stay 

away if they experience fever or any 

sickness, and to use the showers before 

entering the pools. They should also 

keep a distance from each other “as far 

as that is possible”, Müller said.

MINISTER: PANDEMIC 
CAUSES HUF 184 BN 
REVENUE SHORTFALL 
AT STATE-OWNED 
COMPANIES

The pandemic caused a 184 billion 

forint (EUR 511m) shortfall in revenue 

at state-owned companies last year, 

Andrea Mager, the minister in charge 

of managing state assets, said at an 

annual hearing before parliament’s 

economic committee. Spending 

on pandemic protection measures 

added 13.3 billion forints to state-

owned companies’ costs last year, 

while the direct and indirect impact 

on earnings came to 92.3 billion, she 

said. At a hearing before parliament’s 

budget committee, Mager said that 

the Hungarian Development Bank 

(MFB) had pumped more than 4,488 

billion forints of cheap and flexible 

financing into the economy, mitigating 

the fallout from the crisis.

SOCIAL SAFETY NET 
STRENGTHENING IN 
HUNGARY

The social safety net has been 

strengthening in Hungary and the 

number of Hungarians living in deep 

poverty has been continually falling 

since 2012, the daily Magyar Nemzet 

said. Quoting Centre for Fundamental 

Rights researcher Károly Bozsonyi 

and Eurostat data, the paper said the 

number of Hungarians living in deep 

poverty has been steadily falling 

under the Fidesz-Christian Democrat 

government. When the economy 

was hamstrung by coronavirus last 

year, society was much better able 

to handle it than in 2008 during the 

global economic crisis, when Hungary 

had a Socialist-liberal government, 

he added. While some 75% of 

Hungarians could not afford to pay for 

an unexpected expense in 2010, this 

ratio dropped to 36% by 2019, Bozsonyi 

said. The Centre for Fundamental 

Rights assessed the development of 

the situation of society’s two most 

vulnerable groups, pensioners and 

children under the age of 14 between 

2006 and 2019. Bozsonyi said the 

number of people living in poverty 

dropped much more between 2017 

and 2019 than between 2006 and 2008.

NATIONAL SECURITY 
COMMITTEE MEETING 
CALLED BY OPPOSITION 
LACKS QUORUM 

A closed meeting of the national 

security committee, which would 

have heard government office 

representatives on the planned 

Budapest campus of the Chinese 

Fudan University and on the recent 

cyber attack against government 

vaccine registration sites, among other 

issues, lacked quorum on Tuesday 
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as government party lawmakers 

failed to attend. Committee head 

János Stummer of opposition Jobbik 

said ruling party lawmakers had 

“sabotaged” the meeting, and pledged 

to “not leave them or the government 

in peace” until the committee can table 

the issues in question. 

Regarding the government’s 

vaccine registration site, which 

crashed on Friday during a surge 

in registration attempts, LMP’s 

committee member Péter Ungár 

said the site was either subject to a 

“cynically timed” cyber attack or “just 

of very poor quality”. If the “six crashes 

in the past six months” were cyber 

attacks, the National Cyber Security 

Centre should have reported on the 

measures taken so far, he said. Ungár 

said the committee had also wanted 

to hear László Palkovics, the minister 

of innovation and technology, on the 

planned campus of China’s Fudan 

University. The committee wanted 

to know whether the loan contract 

between Hungary and China for the 

construction of the campus contained 

a so-called stability clause, barring 

the government from introducing 

changes to work and environmental 

regulation pertaining to the university, 

he said. 

Zsolt Molnár of the Socialist party 

said the “procedural and technical 

tricks hampering the committee’s 

work are a fool-proof sign of upcoming 

elections”. The ruling party lawmakers 

“have exposed their own cowardice 

and kept the public from knowing the 

truth” about the issues raised, he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: AUDI  
TO EXPAND TOOLS PLANT 
IN NW HUNGARY

Audi Hungária is expanding its tools 

plant in Győr, in north-west Hungary, 

investing 3.8 billion forints (EUR 10.5m), 

Péter Szijjártó, the minister of foreign 

affairs and trade, said. The government 

is supporting the investment with a 1.2 

billion forint grant, which is expected 

to preserve 700 jobs, the minister said. 

Szijjártó praised Audi’s cooperation 

in the coronavirus protection effort, 

noting the company had helped in 

the inoculation of some 3,000 people 

so far and will take on a similar effort in 

the near future. Szijjártó insisted that 

Hungary’s response to the pandemic 

in terms of protecting the economy 

and providing health care was “the 

most successful in Europe”. German 

companies, which decided to use 

government support and invest 

in Hungary rather than laying off 

employees, had a great role in that 

success, he added. German automotive 

companies alone make up 30% of 

Hungarian industrial output and 

employ 170,000 people, he added. 

With all domestic players focusing 

on electro-mobility, Hungary hopes 

to strengthen its leading role in 

the industry “in the new era of car 

manufacturing”, he said. Audi’s plant 

in Győr makes electric motors using 

technologies that are essential for 

economic renewal, he said. Alfons 

Dintner, the head of Audi Hungária’s 

board, thanked the government for 

its support and said the construction 

works to enlarge the manufacturing 

plant by 3,800sqm and the logistics 

plant by 2,500sqm would be ready by 

the summer of 2022.

INNOVATION MINISTRY, 
UNIVERSITIES  
SET UP DRONE COALITION 

The Hungarian Drone Coalition has 

been set up to develop a strategy on 

the implementation, manufacture 

and research of drones, a sector 

expected to grow exponentially in 

the coming years, the innovation 

and technology minister said. The 

innovation and technology ministry, 

Széchenyi University, the Budapest 

University of Technology and 

Economics and air traffic control 

company HungaroControl are behind 

the initiative, László Palkovics said. 

According to forecasts published by 

the European Commission, economic 

sectors connected to the operation of 

drones will be worth at least 10 billion 

euros, employing 100,000 people 

in the next twenty years, Palkovics 

said. So it is in Hungary’s interest to 

“become part of that process and gain 

a prominent position” in the sector, he 

said.

HUNGARIAN EMBASSY 
IN ISRAEL ORGANISES 
CONFERENCE ON KOSHER 
FOOD PRODUCTION

Hungary’s embassy in Tel Aviv 

organised a conference on the 
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production and market opportunities 

of kosher-certified food. At the event, 

Hungarian, American and Israeli 

experts and businesspeople discussed 

the rules of kosher food production 

and the conditions for selling kosher 

food on the Israeli, European and 

American markets.

Levente Benkő, Hungary’s 

ambassador to Israel, discussed the 

traditions of Hungarian kosher food 

production through the example 

of Tokaj wine and noted the kosher 

slaughterhouse in Csengele, in 

southern Hungary. Benkő said the 19 

billion dollar global kosher food market 

offered significant opportunities for 

Hungary’s food industry.

David Deutsch, representative of 

the European Kosher Organization 

in Hungary, talked about the process 

of kosher certification and the 

requirements for kosher ingredients 

and production processes. The kosher 

food market expands by about 12% 

each year and the prices of kosher 

products are about 20% higher than 

those of non-kosher products, he said.

Korin Ketner, manager of Israeli retail 

chain Shufersal’s private label products, 

said that on a global scale only 14% 

of kosher foods were purchased by 

religious Jews. He said kosher products 

were becoming increasingly popular, 

given that they are also accepted by 

many Muslims and that many people 

buy them for health reasons.

RETHINK OF BUDAPEST 
MODERN BUILDINGS  
AT VENICE BIENNALE  
OF ARCHITECTURE

Architectural studios from central 

and eastern Europe have been 

asked to rethink 12 iconic modern 

buildings of Budapest, and the plans 

will be displayed in the Hungarian 

pavilion of the 17th International 

Architecture Exhibition of the 

Venice Architecture Biennale. The 

exhibition dubbed Othernity 

- Reconditioning our Modern 

Heritage, the first international 

project of the Hungarian pavilion, 

will be open from May 22. The motto 

of the 17th Venice Architecture 

Biennale, postponed from last year 

due to the coronavirus epidemic, is: 

“How will we live together?”. Julia 

Fabényi, the national commissioner 

of the Hungarian pavilion who 

is also the director of the Ludwig 

Museum of Contemporary Art in 

Budapest, said that the Hungarian 

exhibit will reflect on this motto by 

assessing the heritage of modernist 

architecture in Budapest.

EXHIBITION ON 
125-YEAR-OLD 
BUDAPEST MILLENNIUM 
UNDERGROUND TO OPEN 
IN BUCHAREST

An exhibition marking the 125th 

inauguration anniversary of the 

Budapest Millennium Underground, 

the first metro line of continental 

Europe, will open in Bucharest on 

Wednesday, the organiser told MTI. 

The exhibition will display the history 

of the metro line, the third of the time 

after New York and London, on images 

mounted at the Hungarian Cultural 

Institute in the Romanian capital, the 

institute said in a statement. It will be 

opened by József Szentes, the former 

CEO of the Romanian State Railways. 

The residents of Budapest first got to 

travel on the Underground, completed 

for Hungary’s millennial anniversary 

in 1896, on May 2 that year. It was 

inaugurated by Emperor of Austria 

Franz Joseph, King of Hungary, who 

came to Budapest to attend the World 

Fair the Hungarian capital hosted that 

year. The then 3.7km long metro line 

was built in a record 21 months. The 

Millennium Underground together 

with Andrássy Avenue were listed as 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites in 2002.


