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The start of the evening-night curfew being pushed back to midnight and shops and eateries staying open until 11pm from 

Saturday. Eateries will also be allowed to reopen their indoor sections and serve customers with immunity certificates, Orbán 

told Kossuth Rádió. Hotels, leisure facilities, zoos, museums, cinemas, theatres, gyms and sporting venues will also reopen and 

can be visited by accompanied minors, he said. With vaccinations reaching 3,911,000 million by Thursday evening, Hungary is 

certain to pass the 4 million mark on Friday, opening the door for the new regulations to be introduced on Saturday, Orbán said.

Meanwhile, he said Hungary will start vaccinating 16-18-year-olds with the Pfizer/BioNTech jab after May 10, when the secondary 

school-leaving exams are over. From Saturday, these vaccines will be set aside for students and will not be available to anyone 

else for several weeks, he said.

Hungary now has enough vaccines to inoculate everyone who wants a shot, he said. “But the pandemic isn’t over yet, and 

we have to behave responsibly,” the prime minister warned.

Hungary’s fight against the Covid-19 pandemic is about to enter a new phase, Prime 
Minister Viktor Orbán has said.
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OrBÁN: HUNGArY 
SEEKiNG iNTl 
AGrEEMENTS  
ON VACCiNATiON 
CErTiFiCATES

The foreign minister has been 

authorised to conclude bilateral 

agreements on the mutual recognition 

of Covid-19 immunity certificates “with 

countries that are important to us,” 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in 

an interview with public broadcaster 

Kossuth Rádió. Hungary has already 

reached such deals with Montenegro 

and Serbia and talks are under way 

with other countries, too, he said. 

Hungarian immunity certificates will 

be valid everywhere, Orbán said, 

dismissing reports that those who 

were inoculated with the Sinopharm 

jab would be barred from travelling 

abroad in the summer as “nonsense”.

He said those immune to the 

coronavirus virus now make up 

the majority of Hungary’s adult 

population and the rules should 

favour them, adding that he saw no 

issues regarding the constitutionality 

of such an arrangement. Orbán 

noted that 65% of those who earlier 

this year filled out the government’s 

National Consultation public survey 

on epidemic-related matters had said 

that the government’s virus restrictions 

should distinguish between those with 

and without immunity certificates.

Asked why sporting events would 

be allowed once vaccinations reach 

4 million while wedding receptions 

would not, Orbán said it would be 

“hard to manage” a situation where 

those who are immune would have 

to be kept separate from those 

who are not. Orbán said he did not 

know whether the next stage in the 

easing of restrictions would come 

when Hungary reaches 4.5 million 

vaccinations or 5 million. He added 

that Hungary should be proud that it 

was the only country in Europe to have 

more vaccines available than people 

registered for them. Citing an internal 

survey, Orbán said 71% of those who 

sympathise with the government 

wanted to get vaccinated compared 

with 59% of left-wing voters. “The left 

are anti-vaxxers, and this has an effect,” 

the prime minister said. He urged left-

wing voters not to be influenced by 

the left’s “anti-vax campaign”, saying 

that vaccination was a national issue.

OrBÁN: UNiVErSiTY 
rESTrUCTUriNG  
TO ENSUrE FlEXiBiliTY

Hungary’s higher education system 

is “extremely inflexible”, Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán said in a radio 

interview on Friday. “Whereas in the 

past we could be very proud of our 

universities, nowadays we have less 

reason to be,” he said. “There’s more 

in the higher education system that 

what is being extracted from it right 

now”. “So much change is needed,” 

he said, adding that the world’s best 

universities were all run flexibly to 

some degree. After a small number of 

universities were restructured, seeing 

its positive impact, other universities 

followed suit, he said. Never before 

have universities enjoyed as much 

support as they do now, Orbán said. 

The prime minister said that whereas 

university foundations elsewhere in 

the world had been established more 

organically, this had not been possible 

in Hungary since “the Communists 

nationalised everything”. Had that 

not been the case, universities would 

now be in better shape, he said. Orbán 

insisted that the assets of foundations 

would be used solely for educational 

purposes, and the universities would 

be insulated from government 

influence. Orbán called the “left-

wing’s attack” on the transformation 

“political” and branded the Hungarian 

left wing as “internationalist”, adding 

that the best universities were 

“national”. The government, he added, 

did not intend for them to be globalist.

Meanwhile, addressing criticism 

that government emergency support 

during the pandemic was insufficient, 

the prime minister said such support 

was never enough. “Whoever receives 

it always complains they could have 

got more.” He said government 

support was enough to reboot the 

economy. Support in itself, however, 

was not the measure of success, he 

said, adding that people who have run 

a business for a long time have had 

to overcome obstacles through hard 

work, and this is why the government 

has extended the period during which 

they receive wage subsidies and it is 

providing investment subsidies. Orbán 

noted that the government body 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

3

April 30, 2021
AFTErNOON iSSUE PM

responsible for coordinating policies 

to relaunch the economy will soon be 

up and running and the government 

is working to restore the 13-month 

pension, while it has also made the 

personal income of the under-25s 

exempt from tax.

HUNGArY rECOrDS 182 
COrONAVirUS FATAliTiES, 
2,365 NEW iNFECTiONS

Fully 182 patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 2,365 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Thursday. So far 3,913,550 

people have received a first jab, while 

1,880,897 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections has 

declined to 241,429, while hospitals 

are treating 5,937 Covid patients, 677 

of whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 32,838 people in official 

quarantine, while 5,373,540 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 779,348 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 27,540. Fully 510,379 people 

have made a recovery.

HUNGArY HAS rOOM 
FOr MANOEUVrE WiTH 
EU rECOVErY lOAN, SAYS 
AUDiT OFFiCE HEAD

Hungary has room for manoeuvre 

when it comes to the drawdown of a 

3,400 billion forint (EUR 9.4bn) loan it is 

entitled to from the European Union’s 

post-pandemic recovery package, 

László Domokos, the head of the State 

Audit Office, said on Friday, noting that 

the funds would be available until 

2023. In an interview to the website 

Novekedes.hu, Domokos said that 

given its external vulnerabilities and 

public debt level, Hungary should 

be careful when deciding whether 

or not it wants to take on more debt. 

Making use of the full credit line would 

increase the public debt by some 

7.5%, Domokos said, adding that this 

would be “a significant step back” 

in the progress Hungary has made 

in reducing the debt over the past 

years. He noted that the EU had yet to 

finalise the member state obligations 

that would be tied to the so-called 

NextGenerationEU recovery fund. 

Domokos added that the government 

was making the right decision by 

limiting its current recovery and 

resilience plan to the use of the 2,500 

billion forint non-refundable grant.

SZiJJÁrTÓ: HUNGArY 
EMplOYMENT TOpS prE-
pANDEMiC lEVElS

Employment in Hungary is now 

higher than it was two years ago, 

Péter Szijjártó, the minister of foreign 

affairs and trade, said in an interview to 

Friday’s edition of regional daily Észak-

Magyarország. Through its investment 

support scheme introduced in 

response to the economic crisis 

caused by the coronavirus pandemic, 

the government has so far backed 

the investments of 1,434 companies, 

Szijjártó said. This has generated 

developments worth some 1,700 

billion forints (EUR 4.7bn) and saved 

some 270,000 jobs, he added.

The minister said that in spite 

of the “suffering” inflicted on the 

global economy by the pandemic, 

investments in Hungary had hit a 

record high last year. Meanwhile, 

Szijjártó said that without the lobbying 

power of the Visegrad Group, migrant 

resettlement quotas would have been 

implemented and the protection of 

the external borders would not have 

been legally recognised. He insisted 

that “efforts in Brussels” were under 

way to undermine the V4 but these 

would fail: the four countries would 

carry on coordinating to advance their 

national interests, he said. The minister 

said “foreign forces” were preparing to 

help Hungary’s left-wing opposition 

win the 2022 general election, and he 

urged people to vote against “foreign 

intervention, anti-vaxxers and migrant 

parties”, and vote instead for the 

government of Viktor Orbán, which he 

said was the defender of the national 

interest.

VACCiNE AppOiNTMENT 
rEGiSTrATiON SiTE HiT  
BY CYBEr ATTACK

The government’s website for booking 

Covid vaccination appointments was 

hit by a distributed-denial-of-service 

(DDoS) attack on Friday, leaving people 

unable to set up appointments, a 

deputy leader of the operative 

board responsible for handling the 

pandemic said. Work is under way to 
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get the system back online, Lieutenant 

Colonel Róbert Kiss told an online press 

briefing, adding that the public would 

be informed when the site is back up. 

The attack, which is believed to have 

been carried out by human hackers, 

also affected the system for requesting 

drug prescriptions, but this part of 

the site is now back online, Kiss said. 

Similar attacks have been seen in other 

countries, too, he added.

iNDUSTriAl ppi Up 9.6% 
Yr/Yr iN MArCH

Hungarian industrial producer prices 

grew by an annual 9.6% in March, while 

1.9% up on the previous month, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said 

on Friday. Forint weakening against 

the euro and the rise in the prices 

of raw materials and commodities 

had an impact on the industrial PPI 

trajectory, the KSH said. Domestic sales 

prices grew by an annual 8.4%, while 

exports were up 10.2%. The month-on-

month increases were 1.7% and 2.0%, 

respectively.

SZiJJÁrTÓ HEADS 
DElEGATiON OF BUSiNESS 
lEADErS TO pAKiSTAN

Hungary and Pakistan are ready to 

strengthen business cooperation, 

Péter Szijjártó, the minister of foreign 

affairs and trade, said on Friday, after 

meeting Pakistani counterpart Shah 

Mahmood Qureshi. Szijjártó is heading 

a delegation of business leaders 

representing 17 Hungarian companies 

to Islamabad, who were scheduled to 

attend a business forum later in the 

day.

Szijjártó told the press conference 

held together with Qureshi that 

the two countries saw no political 

obstacles to stronger cooperation. 

They also agreed it was unnecessary 

to “lecture each other” on domestic 

policy issues, Szijjártó said. Szijjártó 

noted that Hungary’s new consulate 

in Karachi was scheduled to be 

opened be opened later on Friday. 

Hungary continues to offer 200 

grants for Pakistani students every 

year, an opportunity that drew over 

9,500 applications this year, he said. 

Currently, 510 Pakistani students attend 

Hungarian universities, he said. The 

Hungarian Eximbank has opened an 

84 million US dollar credit line to boost 

cooperation between Pakistani and 

Hungarian companies, he noted.

Hungary’s flagship project in the 

country is oil and gas company MOL’s 

investment there, to the tune of 2 

billion dollars, he said. As the second 

largest oil producer and fifth in natural 

gas production, MOL covers 14% 

of Pakistan’s energy needs, Szijjártó 

said. It also leads the utilisation of 

Pakistan’s largest natural gas field, 

he said. The Hungarian businessmen 

travelling with the minister included 

the CEO of Hungarian discount 

airline Wizzair and companies in the 

agricultural, food production, food 

safety, industrial cyber security and 

railway development sectors. The 

representatives of Hungarian and 

Pakistani companies signed five 

cooperation agreements after the 

press conference in food production 

and IT services.

In a statement to MTI later in the 

day, Szijjártó said Hungary was also 

launching a 50 million US dollar tied-

aid programme to support Hungarian 

companies exporting medical 

equipment, water management 

services and food safety technologies 

to Pakistan. Commenting on the 

United States’ decision to withdraw 

its troops from Afghanistan, Szijjártó 

said the primary objective now 

was to avoid Afghanistan “sinking 

back into a hotbed of terrorism and 

extremist ideologies”. Stable countries 

in the region must be given help to 

protect their borders and stop the 

threat of terrorism, he said. That is 

also in Europe’s interest, as is a close 

cooperation with the region on the 

matter, he said.

JUSTiCE MiN: NATiONAl 
NETWOrK OF ViCTiM 
SUppOrT CENTrES  
TO BE BUilT

The government is working to develop 

a nationwide network of victim 

support centres, Justice Minister Judit 

Varga said, after a meeting of the Civil 

Law Working Group on Family Law. 

Katalin Novák, the minister without 

portfolio in charge of family and youth 

affairs, also attended the meeting, 

which focused on the achievements 

of the government programme against 

domestic abuse, and discussed the 

next steps with non-profit partners. 
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Last year, despite the coronavirus 

pandemic, the scheme helped some 

15,000 people. The victim support 

hotline received over 11,000 calls, Varga 

said. The help provided included legal 

aid and emotional support, she added. 

The government recently created 

a stable legal environment for that 

work, Varga said, by adopting a more 

stringent Penal Code, implementing 

an outreach system for victims, 

by doubling the number of victim 

support centres and starting the 

construction of five further facilities, 

Varga said.

GOVT OFFiCiAl: 
TECHNiCAl SCHOOlS 
MOST pOpUlAr FOrM OF 
SECONDArY EDUCATiON

Technical schools are the most popular 

form of secondary education, with 

55,000 eighth-graders (generally 

14 year-olds) admitted there from 

September, a 10% uptick from last 

year. József Bódis, the state secretary 

responsible for higher education, 

innovation and vocational education, 

noted that the possibility of a technical 

education was launched in Hungary 

last September, offering vocational 

training alongside a school-leaving 

exam which allows the student the 

option of a university education 

later on. The newly launched system 

accounts for 41% of all secondary 

students next year, showing that 

the popularity of the new concept, 

Bódis said. Technical colleges 

offer competitive knowledge and 

professional experience, Bódis said, 

noting that an increasing number of 

companies are participating in dual 

education, ensuring internships and 

wages for their trainees.

rATE OF pOpUlATiON 
DECliNE SpEEDS Up iN Q1

The rate of population decline in 

Hungary speeded up in the first 

quarter of 2021, with the number of 

deaths jumping by 22% year on year 

and the number of births edging up 

1.2%, the Central Statistical Office said. 

In the first three months of the year, 

22,254 children were born, 17 more 

than in the same period last year, while 

41,727 people died, 7,702 more than in 

Jan-March 2020. The number of deaths 

registered in March alone jumped by 

40% in annual comparison, to 16,379, 

KSH said. The number of marriages 

fell by 0.9%, with 12,004 couples tying 

the knot, 262 fewer than in the same 

period last year.

HUNGArY CElEBrATES 
120TH ANNiVErSArY  
OF iTS CiNEMA

Hungary’s public media will show 

more than hundred films on Friday, 

celebrating the day the first Hungarian-

directed film was screened 120 years 

ago in Budapest. “We’re celebrating 

the screening of the first film entitled 

A táncz (The Dance) on this day in the 

Urania Theatre in 1901,” Hungary’s film 

commissioner, Csaba Káel, said.

April 30 has been celebrated as 

the Day of Hungarian Film since 

2018. Several films will be shown 

during the day on public service 

and commercial TV channels as well 

as on online platforms. Hungarian 

film streaming service Filmio will 

make several films accessible free of 

charge, he added. The National Film 

Institute has launched a website that 

shows images from the collection of 

its archives, including images from 120 

full-length films as well as fragments. 

Hungary is celebrating the 120th 

anniversary throughout the year.


