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The president told public broadcaster Kossuth Rádió that the third wave had brought about the deaths of many parents 

raising young children. “More than 600 children and 400 families have been affected,” he said, adding that the orphans 

would need financial support until they enter the workforce or obtain a degree. Áder and his wife are founding members 

of the board of trustees, and he has invited Emőke Bagdi, a clinical psychologist, and Diana Ürge-Vorsatz, a physicist to 

participate in the board. Donations can be accepted once the foundation is fully legally established. Until then, the president 

and his wife have donated 5 million forints (EUR 13,850) of their own savings to get the foundation up and running. He 

said the help of local councils, mayors and clerks was indispensable for the success of the programme as they know the 

families involved and also exactly what financial support is needed.

The foundation is being named after István Regőczi, a Catholic priest took care of orphaned children throughout his life 

in the interwar period.

President János Áder and Anita Herczegh, the First Lady, have set up a foundation 
to help children orphaned by the coronavirus.
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Tribute to Actress of Nation Mari Törőcsik at Budapest National Theatre
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SZiJJÁrTÓ: HUNGArY 
SECUrES 1 M CHiNESE 
VACCiNES BY END-April 

Hungary has managed to procure 1 

million Chinese vaccine doses instead 

of the 400,000 originally scheduled for 

delivery by the end of April, according 

to Péter Szijjártó, the foreign minister. 

He noted recent delays in deliveries 

of vaccines procured by the European 

Union, saying that often fewer vaccines 

arrived than promised or entire 

shipments were cancelled. “This 

now applies to around half a million 

Western vaccines,” he said. In addition 

to the 400,000 vaccines due in April, 

China is delivering 600,000 doses due 

in May ahead of schedule, he said, 

adding that this would offset the delay 

in Western shipments.

iNFECTOlOGiST: 
prOTECTiONS STill 
NEEDED DESpiTE HiGH 
VACCiNATiON rATE

Notwithstanding the fast pace of 

vaccinations in Hungary, maximum 

effort should be made to prevent 

a potential fourth wave, a top 

infectologist of the South-Pest Central 

Hospital has said. János Szlávik warned 

that the British variant was spreading 

fast among younger people, and he 

called on the public to adhere to mask-

wearing and social distancing rules. 

When it comes to easing restrictions, 

the vaccinations rate and the drop in 

the number of new infections must 

be considered together, he said. The 

number of Covid-related deaths is still 

stubbornly high, he said, adding that 

he was optimistic, however, that the 

number of new infections and fatalities 

would decline in the coming weeks 

and months. The rate of decrease 

should determine the regime for 

easing restrictions, he added. 

Szlávik called on all Hungarians to 

get vaccinated, adding that Hungary 

would reach herd immunity once 80-

90% of people are fully inoculated. 

He said a real possibility of infection 

hotspots could emerge. “It’s possible 

that coronavirus will stay with us for 

months or even years,” Szlávik said.

HUNGArY rECOrDS 205 
COViD ATAliTiES, 3,706 
NEW iNFECTiONS

Fully 205 patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 3,706 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Sunday. So far 3,252,579 

people have received a first jab, while 

1,385,898 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections stands 

at 270,295, while hospitals are caring 

for 8,445 Covid patients, 1,051 of whom 

need respiratory assistance. There are 

47,751 people in official quarantine, 

while 5,124,731 tests have been 

officially carried out. Since the first 

outbreak, 750,508 infections have been 

registered, while fatalities have risen to 

25,184. Fully 455,029 people have made 

a recovery. So far, most infections have 

been registered in Budapest and Pest 

County, followed by the counties of 

Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, Győr-Moson-

Sopron and Hajdú-Bihar.

DK CAllS BlACK FlAG 
OVEr 25,000TH COViD 
DEATH

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has called on the government to 

drape a black flag over the facade of 

Parliament to mark the 25,000th death 

in Hungary since the outbreak of the 

coronavirus pandemic last spring. DK 

lawmaker Zoltán Varga told a press 

conference that the high number of 

deaths could have been prevented by 

“the appropriate use of resources”. “But 

seeing the rise in the numbers, Viktor 

Orbán’s government embarked on the 

National Consultation asking the public 

about [the country’s] reopening, and 

when they realised the extent of the 

problem, they attempted to put the 

blame on the opposition,” Varga said.

He called on the government to 

admit to its missteps such as “an 

unwillingness to make effective 

preparations including mass testing”. 

Varga also accused the government 

of failing to ask the international 

community for help when resources 

started to run perilously low and 

health-care forces were inadequate 

for the task of caring for the explosion 

in caseload.

In a statement in response, ruling 

Fidesz accused “the party led by 

Ferenc Gyurcsány” of having run a 

signature drive “against vaccinations”, 

and added that the DK leader was “still 
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waging an anti-vax campaign”. “One 

of DK’s local government deputies 

who got infected by coronavirus 

died because the politician believed 

in what Gyurcsány said and rejected 

a vaccine,” Fidesz said, demanding 

that DK “immediately withdraw its 

draft resolution on terminating the 

vaccination drive” which it said “is 

putting lives at risk”

pÁrBESZÉD UrGES BrOAD 
CONSUlTATiONS ON 
GOVT’S pOST-pANDEMiC 
rECOVErY plAN

The opposition Párbeszéd party has 

called on the government to consult 

with local councils, professional 

organisations and civil groups on its 

post-pandemic recovery plan. Benedek 

Jávor, the party’s European Union 

expert, told an online press briefing 

that the government should have 

been holding consultations with social 

partners on its recovery and resilience 

plan since November. Its failure to do 

so, he added, went against EU rules 

on the bloc’s post-pandemic recovery 

fund. Jávor criticised the government’s 

plan for being “extremely weak from a 

professional standpoint”. Whereas the 

EU regulations mandate that member 

states spend at least 37% of their 

share of the funds on tackling climate 

change and around a quarter of it on 

digitalisation, Hungary’s recovery plan 

failed to meet these targets, he said.

Instead, he said, the government 

wanted to spend almost the entirety 

of the 5,800 billion forint (EUR 16.2bn) 

package on construction projects, 

when the EU’s country-specific 

recommendations for Hungary make 

it clear, for example, that the cabinet 

should extend the period during which 

the jobseekers’ allowance is paid. 

Jávor said the European Commission 

was dissatisfied with the anti-graft 

measures outlined in the package, 

saying it had not seen enough 

guarantees that the monies coming 

from the recovery fund “wouldn’t get 

lost through channels of corruption”. 

He said the government was putting 

the package’s approval at risk, insisting 

that if the EC did not approve the 

plan, payouts to Hungary from the 

recovery fund could be delayed by 

several months. Jávor called on the 

government to allocate more funding 

within the plan towards renewable 

energy, the protection of ecosystems, 

investments in water management and 

projects aimed at addressing climate 

change.

HUNGArY TO STArT 
VACCiNATiNG priESTS

Hungary will begin vaccinating priests 

against out of turn at the request of 

the leaders of the country’s Christian 

historical churches, the prime 

minister’s chief of staff, Gergely Gulyás, 

told a press briefing. Representatives 

of the Catholic Church, the Lutheran 

Church and the Reformed Church have 

turned to the government requesting 

that priests get inoculated out of 

turn, citing the key roles they play 

during the pandemic. Priests whose 

responsibilities include religious 

education already received the jab 

when it was administered to teachers, 

Gulyás said. He said the church leaders 

had been “modest” when it came to 

the timing of their request, noting that 

more than 3 million Hungarians have 

already been vaccinated. Bishop Zoltán 

Balog, head of the General Synod of 

the Reformed Church in Hungary, 

said spiritual support was especially 

important during the pandemic. He 

encouraged people to reach out to 

priests for help in facing the effects of 

the pandemic.

KArÁCSONY: 
pArTiCipATOrY BUDGET 
DEEpENS DEMOCrACY

The participatory budget, a new form 

of political engagement, is deepening 

democracy, Gergely Karácsony, the 

mayor of Budapest, said at the first 

meeting of the city’s participatory 

budget held online on Saturday. 

Karácsony said that citizens in this 

“important experiment” may express 

their views directly, adding that no one 

else would make decisions above the 

heads of the people of Budapest. He 

said that a lot of time and energy was 

needed to run a participatory budget, 

and he thanked all those who had 

devoted their free time to the project. 

Deputy Mayor Gábor Kerpel-Fronius 

said that out of hundreds of proposals 

received, around 150 would be will be 

put to the vote in three categories: 

green projects, social and training 

areas, and ideas for projects spanning 
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at least three districts of the capital, 

with 50 million forints (EUR 138,000) 

available for each proposal in the first 

two categories and 250-250 million for 

city-wide projects. No differentiation 

has been made between opposition 

and pro-government districts when it 

came to preparing the participation 

budget, he added.

JOBBiK Mp: ‘MErCENAriES’ 
iN STEElMAKiNG TOWN 
pOSE ‘NATiONAl SECUriTY 
riSK’

An opposition Jobbik lawmaker who 

heads parliament’s national security 

committee, referring to reports of 

“mercenaries” intimidating locals 

in the town of steelmaking town of 

Dunaújváros, in southern Hungary, 

has said their actions carried both 

national security and economic 

risks worthy of investigation. “What 

happened on Friday at [steelmaker] 

Dunaferr in Dunaújváros poses serious 

national security risks,” János Stummer 

told a press conference. According to 

reports, 500 security personnel in 

black uniforms appeared in the town 

in connection with a dispute between 

the owners of Dunaferr over who 

controls the company’s management. 

Dunaferr employs 1,000 people. 

Stummer vowed to put the matter on 

the agenda at the next meeting of the 

national security committee at which 

the heads of the Information Office 

and the Office for the Protection of 

the Constitution would be invited. 

Stummer called on the ruling Fidesz 

party director, Gábor Kubatov, to 

“put his dogs on the leash and don’t 

threaten the people of Dunaújváros,” 

adding that locals did not want their 

town to be invaded and overseen by 

“mercenary armies” protecting certain 

political and business interests. The 

Jobbik politician accused the Fidesz 

party directorate of being behind the 

actions taken in the town.

“Dunaújváros is not Ukraine,” local 

Jobbik MP Gergely Kálló told the same 

press conference, referring to Dunaferr’s 

Ukrainian minority owner and its 

Russian majority owner. “Disputes 

aren’t settled by force here.” Kálló 

called on the government to make use 

of good relations between Hungary 

and Russia and help Dunaferr emerge 

from near-bankruptcy and mediate a 

peaceful change of ownership. Police 

in Dunaújváros stepped in on Friday, 

reportedly to defuse a conflict between 

the owners of Dunaferr.

Fejér County police headquarters 

told MTI they had received information 

before Friday’s upheaval that illegal 

action was planned in the town. In 

one instance, the police said they took 

action after discovering “a device that 

presented a danger to public safety”. 

The police said that otherwise no 

criminal action took place and order 

was soon restored in Dunaújváros. 

The Dunaferr group reported on its 

official website that a “mercenary 

team” working for Dunaferr’s Ukrainian 

minority owner had “verbally and legally 

aggressive” moves in recent months.

“A team of men with shaved heads 

with a militant stance was arrested by 

the authorities on Friday evening,” the 

website said.

The faceoff between the Russian 

majority owner and the Ukrainian 

minority owner for control of 

Dunaferr’s management has been 

escalating for the past year, adding 

to the woes of Hungary’s largest 

steelworks.

GOVT OFFiCiAl: TAX 
OFFiCE rECEiVES 300M 
ElECTrONiC iNVOiCES 

The number of electronic invoices 

received by the tax office has been 

increasing exponentially, a finance 

ministry official has said. On April 7, 

the record of 3.5 million e-invoices 

submitted in a single day was broken, 

Izer Norbert, the finance ministry’s 

state secretary for taxation, said in 

a statement on Saturday. Izer noted 

that almost all invoices have been 

submitted through the online invoicing 

system since April 1, adding that 

e-invoicing may possibly be the greatest 

breakthrough of the 21st century in 

terms of tackling the black economy 

while also providing Hungarian 

companies with several tax office 

services which, he said, were “singular 

in the European Union”. He said the 

government had liberated households 

from the hassle of filling out a personal 

income tax return in 2017, and now small 

business owners can also benefit. 

The official said that amid the 

epidemic, online invoicing was a 

good substitute for risky paper-based 

invoices. The seller sends the invoice 
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data to the tax office and the buyer 

simply downloads it, so the data is also 

provided by electronic invoicing. Many 

small businesses have switched to 

electronic invoicing, saving 700 forints 

per slip while boosting data security, 

he added.

FiNMiN OFFiCiAl 
HiGHliGHTS iMpOrTANCE 
OF prEVENTiNG 
BANKCArD, ONliNE FrAUD

Notwithstanding last year’s 70,000 

fraudulent bankcard transactions 

costing 1.3 billion forints (EUR 3.6m), 

Hungary is among Europe’s safest 

countries for online bankcard payments 

both in terms of the volume and value 

of transactions, according to finance 

ministry state secretary András Tállai.

“Fraud was suspected in 73 cases 

out of one million bankcard payment 

transactions last year,” Tállai said in a 

statement on Sunday. He said that 

the number of online payments 

connected with fraud has exploded 

around the world in recent years, with 

the chief aim of obtaining personal 

financial data. The method commonly 

used involves phone calls or e-mail 

messages by fraudsters posing as 

bank staff. Tállai noted that phishing 

for personal data under the guise of tax 

and customs office NAV interventions 

was widespread in 2019. More recently, 

however, the preferred method is 

to send fraudulent SMS messages 

related to postal packages containing 

malicious links. The Hungarian Banking 

Association has set up a working 

group with experts of the national 

cybercrime institute, police force and 

the national office of investigations, as 

well as the banking sector, which has 

played a significant role in exposing 

the fraud cases, Tállai said.

iTM: rOAD UpGrADES 
UNDEr WAY 

Work is under way to refurbish 342km 

of Hungary’s road network this year, the 

Ministry of Innovation and Technology 

(ITM) said on Sunday. This is over a third 

of the roads to be renewed as part of a 

55 billion forint (EUR 152 m) investment, 

the ministry said. László Mosoczi, state 

secretary for transport policy, said 

in a statement that the coronavirus 

epidemic had not impeded the 

development of the country’s transport 

networks. This year road refurbishment 

work is expected to cover double the 

length of last year’s, and more than 

1,000km of roads will be upgraded once 

the project is completed. 

Transport infrastructure improvements 

costing 300 billion forints part of a 

government scheme to improve the 

quality of life in rural areas and enhance 

access to small localities, he said.

Attila József Szilvai, chief executive 

of Magyar Közút Nonprofit, the public 

company that oversees the country’s 

road network, said a third of the 

refurbishments were under way and 

the coming months would see an 

acceleration in works completed. Given 

the current pace, 2021 could see the 

largest road investment programme 

of the past ten years, he said.

pÁZMÁNY UNiVErSiTY 
CrEATiNG CAMpUS iN 
CENTrAl BUDApEST

Hungary’s Pázmány Péter Catholic 

University (PPKE) will set up a new 

campus in central Budapest, integrating 

faculties located across the country, 

PPKE’s director for development 

told Saturday’s Magyar Nemzet 

newspaper. The Budapest Campus 

is to integrate historic buildings such 

as the one-time Esterházy and Károly 

Palaces used until recently by the 

Hungarian Radio in the 8th district, Pál 

Becker told the paper, adding that the 

campus “featuring 21st infrastructure 

and spatial design” is scheduled to 

open in 2027. Last year, parliament 

passed a law that lists properties to be 

transferred to the Hungarian Catholic 

Bishops’ Conference, Becker noted. 

Preparatory work is being coordinated 

by the Budapest Development Centre 

which is assessing the condition of the 

properties, he added. The new campus 

will boast laboratories, IT and technical 

research centres, a university library with 

reading rooms, accommodation for 300 

students and a sports field. 

“We’re thinking in terms of an open 

campus reflecting the inclusive nature 

of a Catholic university,” Becker said, 

adding that the general public would 

enjoy broad access, including to 

venues hosting concerts. Students 

are being consulted during planning 

stage, with high emphasis placed on 

heritage and environmental factors, 

he said.


