
All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times.

E D I T O R S :  H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S @ M T VA . H U   W W W. H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S . H U

April 16, 2021
AFTErNOON iSSUE

TOP STORY

UPCOMING EVENTSPHOTO OF THE DAY

pM

Orbán told public broadcaster Kossuth Rádió that more than 3.145 million Hungarians had already received their first jab 

and over 1.3 million received both. A total of 4.219 million people have registered for vaccination so far, he added. He noted 

that fewer teachers have registered for the vaccine than was hoped for, but all those registered have been vaccinated. 

The prime minister thanked doctors, nurses and operational staff for their work, saying the “situation is still very difficult in 

hospitals”. Orbán noted a “misleading notion” spreading among the public that once 60-70% of Hungarians get vaccinated, 

the rest will not need the vaccine. “Nobody can get away” from the virus, he said, adding that only vaccination could give 

individuals protection.

Concerning the economy, Orbán said that the 2022 budget would be the “budget of restarting the economy”, with both 

the 2021 and the 2022 budgets allocating 5,000 billion forints (EUR 13.9bn) to that goal. He pledged that “we will have more 

jobs after the pandemic than we had before”.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán called on Hungarians to get vaccinated against the coronavirus, 
saying vaccination was a matter of individual responsibility and protection, as it saved lives.

OrBÁN: VACCiNATiON SAVES liVES

Coronavirus updates
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Covid-ICU in Kisvárda
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OrBÁN: NEXT SiX WEEKS 
’DECiSiVE’

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in his 

regular interview on public radio that 

the next six weeks would be decisive 

in the epidemic, adding that Hungary 

could double the number of people 

inoculated and will be therefore “out 

of the water” by the end of May or early 

June. He said some 500,000 vaccines 

manufactured by Johnson and 

Johnson would have to be replaced, 

mainly with the Chinese Sinopharm. 

The Janssen vaccine will be examined 

in Hungary separately, “an unusual 

step as we so far accepted Western 

certificates and only examined Eastern 

vaccines”, he added.

Orbán slammed the opposition as 

the “only left wing I have seen that 

pursues politics ... directly leading 

to crisis and aims to draw out the 

pandemic and prolong the recovery 

process, and shake people’s belief 

in the government.” He called it 

“devastating” that left-wing parties 

still have a proposal in parliament on 

scrapping the use of the Sinopharm 

vaccine. Had Hungary not used 

the Chinese vaccine, it would have 

inoculated about half as many as it 

has so far, he said. Orbán said anti-

vaccination voices had become louder 

in the leftist parties because if the 

government’s inoculation plan was 

successfully completed in six weeks, 

Hungary would be among the first 

three countries in the world to have 

vanquished the pandemic. Currently, 

however, Hungary has to fight 

simultaneously against the “power-

hungry Left” and the “multinational 

companies’ hunger for profit which 

shakes trust in the vaccines”, he said.

Concerning education, Orbán 

said that the decision to reopen 

kindergartens and grades 1-4 of 

elementary schools from April 19 was 

informed by the fact that the number 

of children in crèches jumped in the 

past ten days, and the fact that the 

armed forces concluded disinfecting 

schools. Also, parents who want to 

continue to homeschool their children 

can turn to the school principals, he 

said. The decision whether they 

accept that as justified absence is in 

the principals’ hands, he added. Orbán 

called on teachers to “help restart 

the country” while recognising that 

restarting in-person education will 

not be easy.

On reopening restaurant terraces, 

slated for when Hungary passes 

the mark of 3.5 million inoculations, 

Orbán said “we will be getting back 

a very spectacular part of our former 

lives.” Fees for use of public places 

will be scrapped, along with red tape 

surrounding the permits for terraces, 

to encourage the hospitality industry 

to reopen, he said.

COrONAVirUS - 241 
FATAliTiES, 5,216 NEW 
iNFECTiONS

Fully 241 patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 5,216 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Friday. So far 3,145,592 

people have received a first jab, while 

1,349,314 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections stands 

at 271,516, while hospitals are caring 

for 9,459 Covid patients, 1,117 of whom 

need respiratory assistance. There are 

50,446 people in official quarantine, 

while 5,065,759 tests have been 

officially carried out. Since the first 

outbreak, 742,198 infections have been 

registered, while fatalities have risen to 

24,762. Fully 445,920 people have made 

a recovery. So far, most infections have 

been registered in Budapest and Pest 

County, followed by the counties of 

Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, Győr-Moson-

Sopron and Hajdú-Bihar.

COrONAVirUS - MÜllEr: 
rEprODUCTiON rATE 
FAllS BElOW 1

The reproduction rate of the 

coronavirus has fallen below one in 

Hungary, which means that on average 

an infected person communicates the 

virus to not more than another person, 

the chief medical officer said.

Speaking at an online press 

conference by the central coronavirus 

board, Cecília Müller said that the 

indicators of the pandemic showed 

a slight decrease. She noted that 

5,216 new cases were reported on 

Thursday and said that the number of 

new infections could stay “at the same 

level” next week.

Muller said that 90% of Hungarians 

in the 65+ age group registered for 
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vaccination had now been inoculated 

and half of those aged between 18-59.

Answering a question, Müller said 

that since the outbreak of Covid-19 in 

Hungary “we have not had enough 

time” to establish if a third dose of 

any vaccine was needed. All vaccines 

applied in Hungary ensure protection 

against serious complications of the 

coronavirus, she said. She added that 

“future vaccination protocols will 

depend on mutations of the virus and 

further tests by the vaccine producers”.

OppOSiTiON CAllS ON 
GOVT TO WiTHDrAW 
DECiSiON ON SCHOOl 
rEOpENiNG

Six opposition parties issued a joint 

statement calling on the government 

to withdraw a decision to reopen 

schools and kindergarten next 

Monday.

The Democratic Coalition (DK), 

Jobbik, LMP, Momentum, the Socialists 

and Párbeszéd said that the cabinet 

decision on reopening would threaten 

several hundred thousand children 

attending kindergarten and school, 

as well as parents and teachers during 

the third and most dangerous wave of 

the coronavirus epidemic. Reopening 

kindergartens and schools before 

teachers are fully protected will greatly 

increase the risk of the virus spreading 

and parents who have not been 

vaccinated yet will be in increased 

danger, the statement added. They 

criticised a proposal by state secretary 

for education Zoltán Maruzsa who said 

that concerned parents could ask for 

a permission from their children’s 

headmasters to continue home 

schooling. The opposition parties 

said this way Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán was transferring responsibility 

to teachers and parents.

Considering the high number of 

infections and deaths, the government 

should make a decision to maintain 

online education, the parties said.

FiSCAl COUNCil 
GiVES 2021 BUDGET 
AMENDMENTS THE All-
ClEAr

Hungary’s Fiscal Council said the 

deficit target in the 2021 budget would 

have to be raised. The government 

earlier said it would raise the 2021 

deficit target, calculated according to 

European Union accounting rules, from 

2.9% to 7.5% of GDP. The council said it 

agreed that the deficit target, in light 

of the third wave of the pandemic, 

necessitated greater spending on 

health care and the economy than 

initially planned, and it welcomed that 

the target was lower than last year’s. 

The draft amendments will raise the 

2021 cash-flow deficit target to 2,288 

billion forints, it said, noting however 

that the number was inconsistent 

with the ESA deficit target of 7.5% of 

GDP. The cash-flow target should be 

changed to 3,990 billion, it said. The 

public debt target of 79.9% of GDP in 

2021, down from 80.4% in 2020, was “in 

line with expected economic growth”, 

it said.

NÉZŐpONT: MAJOriTY 
SATiSFiED WiTH GOVT 
CriSiS MANAGEMENT

The majority of Hungarians disagree 

with left-wing politicians who say that 

Hungary should have waited for the 

European Union approval of Chinese 

and Russian coronavirus vaccines before 

introducing them, daily Magyar Nemzet 

said, citing a new representative survey 

by Nézőpont Institute.

The survey commissioned by the paper 

showed that support for vaccination 

has increased and three-quarters of 

adults said they supported it. Including 

people already vaccinated, some 6 million 

Hungarians plan to get vaccinated, it 

added. Even among people critical of 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, support for 

vaccination increased compared to last 

week but it remained under the national 

average of 66%. At the same time, 80% 

of Orbán’s supporters also support 

getting vaccinated, the paper said. A 

total of 53% of those surveyed said that 

once the Hungarian authorities issued 

their approval for Chinese and Russian 

vaccines, it was good that Hungary 

started administering these jabs. Only 

33% said that Hungary should have 

waited for an EU approval before using 

these vaccines. Even 35% of those critical 

of Orbán expressed support for the 

government’s position in the vaccination 

drive, the paper said. Some 13% of the 

people surveyed said that epidemic 

management would have been better 

if the left wing had been in government. 

Among potential left-wing supporters 
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critical of Orbán, some 27% said that 

a left-wing government would have 

managed the coronavirus crisis better 

than the current government and only 5% 

of voters with unknown party preference 

said the same, the paper added.

MEMOriAl DAY OF 
HUNGAriAN ViCTiMS OF 
HOlOCAUST MArKED

Religious and political leaders on 

Friday marked the memorial day of the 

Hungarian victims of the Holocaust, 

emphasising the importance of control 

over power and resilience.

Addressing a small gathering in the 

garden of the synagogue in Budapest’s 

Dohány Street, András Heisler, head of the 

federation of Hungarian Jewish communities 

(Mazsihisz), said the main “lesson” of the 

Holocaust was that power must never “be 

trusted unconditionally”, and must always 

be held in check. Heisler called it a “special 

tragedy” that 430,000 people “could be 

transferred into wagons without any 

substantial resistance.” The dispossessed, 

humiliated Jews acknowledged the decision 

of the authorities and boarded the wagons 

in the belief they are being taken to work 

abroad, he said. If power is not held under 

control, “the risk of tragedies grows like weed 

on the meadow,” he said.

Chief Rabbi Róbert Fröhlich said that 

those remembering the Holocaust 

on this day do so without concrete 

memories of the people and events 

of the age. “What connects all of us 

here is that we are Jews,” he said.

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

spoke in a video posted on Facebook, 

at a virtual inauguration of a memorial. 

The inauguration of “Saviour of People”, 

by Zénó Kelemen, was originally 

planned for the March of the Living on 

April 25 but has been reorganised due 

to the coronavirus epidemic.

In the video posted on Facebook, 

Karácsony said “the Holocaust casts 

a long, dark shadow over our entire 

civilisation, but our civilisation has 

to live on, with all the weight and 

consequences of what happened.” 

Even during a destructive pandemic, 

the memory of the victims has to be 

kept alive, and the memory of those 

who “did not watch idly as fellow 

humans were cruelly sent to their 

death in the name of a mad ideology,” 

he said. “At the time, there lived several 

hundreds of true people in Budapest 

who risked their lives to help their 

Jewish brethren without hesitation, 

often reviewing their backgrounds, 

education and earlier ways of thinking 

in the process,” Karácsony said.

Parliament declared April 16 the 

memorial day of the Hungarian victims 

of the Holocaust in 2001, marking the 

anniversary when Hungarian Jews 

were first locked into ghettos in 1944.

VÖlNEr: EUrOpEAN 
COUrT FiNDS HUNGAriAN 
JUSTiCE rEGUlATiONS 
‘SATiSFACTOrY’

A government official, commenting 

on an Advocate General of the 

European Court’s opinion concerning 

language interpretation in court 

proceedings and issues related to 

salaries in Hungary’s justice system, 

blamed the “hysterical left wing” and 

“Soros organisations” for attempting 

to bring the country’s judicial system 

into disrepute. Estonian Advocate 

General Priit Pikamae of the Court of 

Justice of the European Union said in a 

non-binding opinion on Thursday that 

Hungarian regulations on language 

interpretation in criminal proceedings 

should not be examined by the CJEU, 

Ministry of Justice parliamentary 

secretary of state Pál Völner noted 

in a statement. According to Völner, 

the CJEU official “also agreed with 

the Hungarian government” that 

the court should not examine issues 

raised in connection with judicial 

independence, neither should it 

examine questions concerning the 

appointment of the judges, their 

salaries or the disciplinary proceedings.

ACTrESS MAri TÖrŐCSiK 
DiES AT 85

Celebrated actress Mari Törőcsik, 

Actress of the Nation, holder of two 

Kossuth prizes, the Kossuth Grand Prize 

and winner of the Prize for Best Actress 

at the Cannes Film Festival, has died at 

85, the National Theatre said on Friday.

Törőcsik was born in 1935 in Pély in 

northern Hungary, and got her first 

internationally acclaimed role in Zoltán 

Fábri’s Merry-Go-Round (Körhinta) as 

a first-year student of the University of 

Theatre and Film Arts. During her career 

spanning half a century, Törőcsik played in 

films with almost all important Hungarian 

directors including Miklós Jancsó, Károly 
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Makk, Péter Gárdos, Péter Tímár and 

Márta Mészáros. She won the Prize for 

Best Actress at the Cannes Film Festival in 

1976 for her performance in Gyula Maár’s 

“Mrs Déry where are you?”. She played at 

the National Theatre between 1958 and 

1978, and from 2002 until her retirement. 

She also performed at theatres in Győr, 

Kaposvár and Szolnok. Törőcsik was also 

a holder of the Prima Primissima Prize, 

the Balázs Béla award, the Grand Prize of 

the Hungarian Academy of Sciences and 

many other prizes.

NATiONAl CYBEr 
SECUriTY CENTrE iSSUES 
WArNiNG OVEr pHONE 
SCAMMErS

The National cyber security centre 

has issued a warning over a recent 

telephone scam involving callers 

that pretend to be customer service 

representatives. The statement issued 

on Thursday showed that the scammers 

usually claim to be customer service 

representatives of a bank or public 

utility company, and ask for personal 

data including birth details and bank 

details. In some cases they state that 

the details are needed because of 

errors that had occurred in a financial 

transaction, while in other cases they 

claim that the data has to be checked 

because of errors that occurred in postal 

shipment orders. In many cases they 

have used a telephone number that was 

very similar to the actual number of the 

bank or service supplier they pretend 

to call from, the cyber security centre 

said. The centre added that financial 

institutions and public utility companies 

never ask for personal details over the 

phone and it recommended that all 

suspicious calls should be aborted and 

reported to the authority.

SEirEN TO SET Up plANT 
WiTH HUF 15.2 BN 
iNVESTMENT

Japanese car industry company 

Seiren is investing 15.2 billion forints 

(EUR 42.3m) to set up a new plant in 

Pécs, southwest Hungary, Minister 

of Foreign Affairs and Trade Péter 

Szijjártó said. The company will 

build a 26,000sqm plant and create 

170 jobs with a 4.6 billion forint 

government grant, Szijjártó said. 

This will be the company’s first 

plant in Europe, turning out car seat 

covers for the European market, he 

added.

Szijjártó said the investment 

showed the success of Hungary’s 

policy of opening to the East. 

Currently, over 180 Japanese 

companies employ some 30,000 

Hungarians, among other countries 

from the Far East that have been 

making progress in Hungarian 

investments, he said. Japan is the 

8th largest group of investors in 

Hungary, with a prospect to rise 

higher on that list, Szijjártó said. As 

an open economy, Hungary greatly 

appreciates cooperation with other 

countries, and Japan has a special 

position in its foreign economy policy, 

he said.


