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István György welcomed the steady rise in the number of registrations.

Fully 1.5 million registered were older than 65, and 1.4 million people overall have fully inoculated, he said. Patients in the 

highest risk groups have also received their shots, and most GPs are under way vaccinating active age adults, he added. 

Some 2.13 million people in the 18-59 age group have registered, and over 800,000 have been inoculated, he said, adding 

that each registered person would get a shot “within weeks”. Fully 178,000 teachers were given preferential shots in two 

rounds, representing 80% of the profession, György said, adding shots would be administered to a further 30,000 teachers.

Cecília Müller, the chief medical officer, underlined that the third wave of the pandemic had reached its plateau, with 

“some indicators showing a slight decrease”, but warned that the virus was becoming more infectious and “the danger is 

not expected to have receded in the near future”. She noted that the Janssen vaccine had arrived in Hungary, so that now 

there are six types of vaccine available in the country.

So far, 4.11 million Hungarians have registered for coronavirus vaccinations, and 64% 
of them have received at least their first jab, the state secretary heading the central 
team in charge of the vaccination programme said.
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First shipment of Janssen vaccines arrives in Hungary
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HUNGArY rECOrDS 272 
COViD FATAliTiES, 2,837 
NEW iNFECTiONS

Fully 272 patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 2,837 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Tuesday. So far 2,969,647 

people have received a first jab, while 

1,250,582 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections has 

risen to 272,974, while hospitals are 

caring for 10,818 Covid patients, 1,209 

of whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 43,532 people in official 

quarantine, while 4,976,613 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the first 

outbreak, 728,068 infections have been 

registered, while fatalities have risen to 

23,980. Fully 431,124 people have made 

a recovery. So far, most infections have 

been registered in Budapest and Pest 

County, followed by the counties of 

Győr-Moson-Sopron, Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén and Hajdú-Bihar.

KÁSlEr: 89% OF 
TEACHErS iNOCUlATED

Fully 88.7% of teachers who have 

registered for the coronavirus vaccine 

have been inoculated, Human 

Resources Minister Miklós Kásler said. 

The vaccination of school, kindergarten 

and crèche teachers continued over the 

weekend, totalling at nearly 200,000, 

Kásler said. “A high inoculation rate of 

teachers is an important step towards 

the safe reopening of our schools,” he 

said, calling on all teachers to register 

and accept the vaccine when they are 

offered it. Primary schools are opening 

on April 19, while secondary schools 

will do so on May 10.

UNiON: 87% OF TEACHErS 
OBJECT TO Apr 19 rETUrN 
TO ClASSrOOM

Fully 87% of teachers would prefer 

not to return to the classroom on April 

19, while 54% said they would obey 

the instruction to do so, according 

to teacher union PSZ, citing a fresh 

survey by 21 Kutatóközpont. The 

survey indicates that only 7% of 

respondents agree with the decision 

to reopen primary schools and 

kindergartens on April 19. Zsuzsa 

Szabó, the union’s head, at an online 

press briefing thanked health-care 

staff for sacrificing their free time at 

Easter and last weekend to vaccinate 

teachers, adding that PSZ believes that 

a hasty return to the classroom would 

be dangerous for everyone involved. 

At the same time, she welcomed the 

postponement of the opening of 

secondary schools to May 10. Szabó 

added that the results of their survey 

had been passed on to education 

managers, and hopefully this may have 

an influence on changing the decision.

FiDESZ CAllS ON 
OppOSiTiON TO 
WiTHDrAW ‘ANTi-VAX’ Bill

The ruling Fidesz part called on 

opposition parties to withdraw their 

“anti-vaccination resolution proposal”. 

Fidesz spokesman Róbert Zsigó said in 

a video statement that the proposal 

was signed by 50 lawmakers, including 

Democratic Coalition (DK) leader 

Ferenc Gyurcsány, Jobbik leader Péter 

Jakab, Párbeszéd co-leader Tímea 

Szabó and DK’s Gergely Arató.

The draft resolution, he said, 

demanded that people over the age 

of 60 should not be vaccinated with 

Eastern vaccines, and these should 

be approved by Brussels before being 

used in Hungary. Zsigó insisted that if it 

were up to the opposition, then three 

million vaccines would not have been 

administered in Hungary so far. The 

Fidesz official branded the opposition 

proposal as “irresponsible”. “We can 

only beat the virus with vaccines,” he 

added.

JUSTiCE MiNiSTEr: 
HUNGArY SHOWS 
EFFECTiVE SOlUTiON  
TO MiGrATiON CriSiS

Hungary is showing an effective 

solution to the migration crisis for 

the whole of Europe, Justice Minister 

Judit Varga said in a post, in reaction 

to a recent proposal by the European 

Parliament’s LIBE Committee.

The minister said on Facebook that 

the EP’s Committee on Civil Liberties, 

Justice and Home Affairs has put 

forward a proposal which she said 

“would not only legalise migration 

but would respond to Europe’s 

shortage of labour with a massive 

influx of immigrants”.  “When we 
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had hoped that the left would finally 

hear the voice of the people, the 

latest LIBE report called for a single EU 

immigration code, which would give a 

green light to migration flows towards 

Europe, thus deluging the European 

labour market with an unskilled, cheap 

workforce,” Varga said. She said it is 

“completely contrary to the interests 

of the people of Europe”.

The minister said that Hungary 

has shown to Europe an effective 

programme dubbed Hungary Helps 

as a solution to the migration crisis, 

noting that just recently it had helped 

200 Syrian refugee families return to 

their homes. “As long as bureaucrats 

in Brussels write reports, initiate 

proceedings and speak harshly to 

other countries through the global 

liberal media, however, the Hungary 

Helps Program is setting an example 

and getting real help where it is really 

needed,” said Varga.

“While the ‘Brussels bureaucracy’ 

and their friends in the Hungarian left-

wing opposition parties are puffing up 

loud slogans and organising pseudo-

solidarity actions in the media, the 

Hungarian government is acting 

and offers a humane solution to the 

migration crisis,” she said.

lMp CAllS ON GOVT  
TO KEEp SCHOOlS SHUT

The opposition LMP has called on the 

government to keep primary schools 

and kindergartens closed, given the 

persistent high number of coronavirus 

infections. Máté Kanász-Nagy, the 

party’s co-leader, said schools should 

only be opened once teachers are 

fully protected by both doses of the 

vaccine. If the government sticks to 

its plan of opening primary schools 

and kindergartens on April 19, parents 

should be given the option of keeping 

their children at home, he said. Kanász-

Nagy argued that schools could easily 

become infection hotspots, adding 

that children, teachers and other 

staff should be tested for the virus 

several times a week. Referring to 

the government’s decision to open 

secondary schools on May 10, the LMP 

politician said that it would also make 

sense to open primary schools and 

kindergartens at a later date.

OppOSiTiON MpS rAiSE 
CONCErN OVEr BUDApEST 
FUDAN CAMpUS plANS

Opposition members of parliament’s 

national security committee raised 

concerns over plans to set up a Fudan 

University campus in Budapest.

János Stummer of the nationalist 

Jobbik party said the government 

had failed to answer questions such 

as who represents the Hungarian 

state in negotiations with the Chinese 

university and whether they had 

undergone national security vetting. 

He noted the opposition’s earlier 

suggestion that the talks should be 

transparent “so that residents can 

decide if it is worth making that huge 

investment.”

Socialist lawmaker Zsolt Molnár said 

the responses provided in the meeting 

had “raised more questions than were 

answered”. He insisted that setting up 

the campus posed “serious security 

risks” for Hungary, the EU, and NATO.

Péter Ungár of LMP accused the 

government of “turning a blind eye” to 

national security risks associated with 

the Fudan plans, arguing that “higher 

education often provides cover for 

covert operations”. Courses to train 

diplomats, he added, were “especially 

sensitive from a national security point 

of view”.

SZiJJÁrTÓ: rOCHE TO 
EXpAND SErViCE CENTrE 
iN BUDApEST

Pharmaceutical company Roche 

is expanding its service centre in 

Budapest, creating 250 new jobs, Péter 

Szijjártó, the minister of foreign affairs 

and trade, said. The government is 

aiding the training of new employees 

with a 104 million forint (EUR 290,000) 

grant, he said. Hungary will also be 

one of the first countries to employ 

Roche’s new coronavirus drug that 

helps hospitalised patients avoid 

getting into a life-threatening 

condition, Szijjártó said. He added 

that Roche was a partner of Hungarian 

health care “independently of the 

pandemic”, having issued 74 products 

in Hungary so far while reinvesting 

75% of its turnover to support 

Hungary’s leading role in pharma 

research. The domestic production 

value of Hungary’s pharmaceutical 

industry grew by 7% last year, with 

exports expanding by 12%, he said. 
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Hungarian pharmaceutical products 

reach 136 countries, putting the 

country 19th on the list of the world’s 

pharma exporters, he said. Martin 

Kikstein, the executive manager 

of Roche Szolgáltató, said the 

expansion reflected “an expression of 

appreciation of Hungarian expertise”. 

The service centre was set up in 2006, 

and its 1,500 employees currently have 

responsibility for Roche’s activities in 

60 states, he added.

AGriBUSiNESS NT 
lAUNCHES HUF 10 BN 
iNVESTMENT

Sunflower oil maker NT is starting a 10 

billion forint (EUR 28m) expansion at its 

base in Kiskunfélegyháza, in southeastern 

Hungary, Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

Trade Péter Szijjártó said. The government 

is supporting the investment, which will 

create 55 jobs, with a 1.7 billion forint 

grant, the minister said.

NT processes 450,000 tonnes of 

sunflower seed a year at the plant 

in Kiskunfélegyháza, turning out 210 

million litres of sunflower oil. About 60 

percent of output is exported.

HUNGArY EXTErNAl 
BAlANCE iNDiCATOrS 
iMprOVE iN 2020

Hungary’s external balance indicators 

improved last year, in spite of the 

pandemic, the National Bank of 

Hungary (NBH) said in its quarterly 

Balance of Payments Report. Hungary 

had a current-account surplus for the 

year at 2.1% of GDP. External debt 

indicators reached historical lows at 

8% of GDP, in line with the regional 

average and at 2019 levels. The FX 

reserves “significantly exceeded” 

levels expected and deemed safe by 

investors, the report said. Hungary’s 

gross external government debt 

edged up to 58% of GDP, the NBH 

said. The downturn in tourism and 

transport reduced Hungary’s surplus 

in trade of services, but that impact 

was offset by lower import demand 

and an expansion in exports on the 

back of a recovery in industrial output 

and an improvement in terms of trade, 

according to the report. Hungary’s net 

external position using the savings 

approach was roughly zero during 

2020 as net government borrowing 

rose because of falling revenue and a 

sharp increase in expenditures, while 

the financial savings of the private 

sector rose. The report shows FDI 

inflow in Hungary was close to 2.4 

billion euros, but net FDI inflow was 

around zero because of domestic 

companies’ investments abroad.

Foreign-owned companies’ profits fell 

to 5.6 billion euros in 2020. At the same 

time, reinvested earnings declined and 

the ratio of profit repatriation rose close 

to 60%, the NBH said.

BirD FlU iDENTiFiED AT 
TUrKEY FArM  
iN E HUNGArY

Hungarian food safety authority Nébih 

said it identified avian flu at a turkey 

farm in Nadudvar, in eastern Hungary. 

The authority has started destroying 

the close to 11,800 birds on the farm 

and established protection and 

surveillance zones.

STUDY: HUNGArY’S 
SUMMErS 50 DAYS 
lONGEr THAN iN 
SEVENTiES

Temperature data of the last five 

decades show autumn in Hungary 

is much shorter now than in the 

1970s, while spring is somewhat 

shorter, according to a new 

meteorological study. Summer, 

meanwhile, is fif ty days longer. 

Ecological damage includes more 

frequent frost damage, fewer 

migratory birds and the emergence 

of new invasive species, including 

mosquito species spreading new 

pathogens, according to the 

study released on masfelfok.hu 

Between 1971 and 1980, summer 

was between June 21 and August 

20. In 2011-2019, it lasted from 29 

May to 17 September, based on 

the daily temperature exceeding 

17.71 C, Anna Kis, a meteorologist 

at Eötvös Loránd University’s 

meteorological faculty, said in the 

study. Winter, meanwhile, generally 

shifted to early December from late 

November and ended seven days 

earlier. Autumn shortened to the 

greatest extent: in the decades 

before 1990, its average length was 

around 100 days, but in the three 

decades following it was less than 

85 days.
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SUrVEY: HUNGAriANS 
KEEN ON iNSTAlliNG 
SOlAr pANElS

Hungarians have expressed keen 

interest in installing solar panels 

to reduce energy costs, seeing it 

as a sustainable investment with a 

solid return, according to an online 

survey by E.ON Hungaria. In the 

online survey of 1,500 consumers 

conducted by the energy provider 

between March 26 and April 5, 

58% saw solar panels as a good 

investment, trusting that they could 

reduce or even fully cover their 

energy costs, E.ON said. Experience 

suggests 25-30sqm of solar panels 

can fully cover an average family’s 

annual electricity needs, with the 

investment paying for itself over 7-9 

years while remaining serviceable 

decades after, the statement said. 

Fully 55% of respondents said a 

preference for green solutions 

would play an important role in 

a solar panel investment, while 

government subsidies currently 

available would be a factor for 23% of 

respondents, it added. Among those 

already using solar panels, 61% paid 

for the equipment themselves, 21% 

took out loans and 15% received a 

subsidy, E.ON said. Fully 58% of those 

currently planning to set up a solar 

panel system expect to do so using 

funding or subsidised loans. Less 

than 20% said they would fund the 

investment on their own, E.ON said.

HUNGArY CriME 
SUSpECTS ArrESTED  
iN iNTl COOpErATiON

An Israeli and a Hungarian national 

wanted in connection with crimes 

committed in Hungary were 

arrested thanks to international 

cooperation, the official website of 

the Hungarian police said. An Israeli 

national suspected of setting fire to 

an apartment in Kaposvár, southern 

Hungary, in 2018, was arrested in 

Israel on February 17, 2021. The fire 

killed two people, police.hu said. A 

Hungarian woman sentenced to prison 

for robbery in 2017, who escaped after 

the first instance ruling, was arrested 

on April 9 in Austria.

BUDApEST TO SUBMiT 
BiD FOr UNESCO WOrlD 
BOOK CApiTAl 2023 TiTlE

The city of Budapest will submit its bid 

for the UNESCO World Book Capital 

2023 title on Thursday, the mayor’s 

office said. The programme has been 

put together in cooperation with 

Hungarian publishers, Budapest’s 

cultural institutions and state agencies, 

the office told MTI in a statement.

Programmes have been designed 

to promote reading and the notions 

of action, freedom and community, 

the statement said. “We believe that 

through books, reading and shared 

cultural experiences we can express 

the essence of the freedom of mind 

and knowledge, as much as we can 

expose issues related to environmental 

protection and climate change, and 

this way we can also exhibit what we 

have in common and what connects 

us humans,” the statement cited Mayor 

Gergely Karácsony as saying.

UNESCO’s decision is expected in the 

summer. The first UNESCO World Book 

Capital was Madrid in 2001.


