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The aim of the First National Interdisciplinary Scientific Conference on Climate Change, held online due to the coronavirus 

pandemic, was to discuss those effects in Hungary and the Carpathian Basin, to assess the knowledge accumulated over 

the past years and to start working on a national report on climate change, to be published in 2023, Áder said. The report 

will attempt to provide clear answers to issues such as climate threats and emission trends, adaptation and mitigation 

opportunities as well as the economic, regulatory and budgetary aspects of climate change, he said, adding that one of the 

weighty issues was to raise public support for climate issues in Hungary in a way that motivates individuals and communities 

to take action rather than sink into “climate depression”. At the same time, Áder warned that curbing the effects of climate 

change warranted significant change in sectors like the industry, agriculture, transport and even everyday life. “It would 

be foolish to deny that this will harm certain interests,” he said.

The effects of climate change have emerged earlier and in a harsher form in the 
Carpathian Basin than in several other regions in Europe, President János Áder told a 
conference.

CLIMATE CHANGE ‘HITTING CARPATHIAN BASIN 
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Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó, Ford’s regional director Yiannis Tavanidis and state 
secretary Tamás Menczer at handover ceremony of logistics centre in Biatorbágy
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PALKOVICS: COOPERATION 
ON CLIMATE CHANGE KEY

László Palkovics, the minister of 

innovation and technology, told the 

First National Interdisciplinary Scientific 

Conference on Climate Change that 

its adverse effects in the Carpathian 

Basin could only be forestalled through 

cooperation. International treaties and 

Hungary’s commitment to climate 

goals provide the baseline for finding 

sustainable industrial solutions as well 

as energy efficient construction and 

transport models, he said. Last year, the 

coronavirus pandemic forced the issue 

of the sustainable economy to take a 

back seat, Palkovics said. Nevertheless, 

Hungary had an effective year in 

creating a circular economy, he said. 

The government drafted a climate 

protection action plan and adopted its 

energy and climate strategy. The latter 

was also enshrined in law, he added. 

Sustainability is inseparable from 

industry policy, and so the government 

has probed the development needs of 

the most important sectors, Palkovics 

said. Hungary has great development 

potential in energy industry, 

biotechnology, hydrogen technology, 

energy storage and innovative raw 

materials, he said. Hungary will be 

able to fulfil its climate protection 

commitments only if political decision 

makers, economic players and private 

individuals all contribute, Palkovics 

said.  

The conference is taking place 

between April 12 and 15, organised 

by the Hungarian Scientific Panel on 

Climate Change, the Hungarian arm 

of the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change (IPCC).

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY  
TO RECEIVE 140,000 DOSES 
OF SPUTNIK ON TUES

A shipment of 140,000 doses of 

the Sputnik vaccine will arrive in 

Budapest on Tuesday, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said after 

talks with Yevgeny Stanislavov, 

Russia’s incoming ambassador to 

Hungary. Talks focused on efforts to 

combat the coronavirus pandemic 

and related bilateral cooperation, 

Szijjártó said. The minister said the 

number of inoculated Hungarians 

would reach 3 million “in a few 

hours”, adding that this would help 

Hungary to ease restrictions before 

“almost any other country in Europe”. 

Szijjártó said a continuous supply of 

vaccines was crucial, adding that 

Tuesday’s shipment would be used 

as a second shot for people who had 

already received their first Sputnik 

jab.

MERKELY: 5 MILLION 
VACCINATED WOULD CURB 
PANDEMIC

Some 5 million Hungarians will need to 

be inoculated to keep coronavirus case 

numbers constantly low in the country, 

the rector of Semmelweis University 

said in a podcast with President János 

Áder. Speaking in Áder’s Blue Planet 

podcast, Béla Merkely said inoculation 

was the only sure-fire way to vanquish 

the epidemic, and called on all to 

accept whatever vaccine they were 

offered.  The first jab brings “nearly 

100% immunity” against severe illness, 

while the second multiples antibodies 

in the blood stream, he said. Those 

who contracted Covid-19 before being 

vaccinated will need only one jab, he 

added.  The rector said the number 

of all infections in Hungary, including 

those who have not been registered, is 

estimated to be between 2-4.9 million. 

Due to the extremely infectious 

British variant “it is only a matter of 

time until the whole population 

becomes infected,” Merkely said. The 

British variant also causes more severe 

cases, “sending a significant number 

of patients between 30 and 60 years 

of age to the ICU,” he warned. Áder 

called on Hungarians to register for the 

vaccine and accept the vaccine they 

were offered. “That’s how we beat the 

virus,” he said.

HUNGARY RECORDS 291 
COVID FATALITIES, 5,077 
NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 291 patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 5,077 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Monday. So far 2,900,383 

people have received a first jab, while 

1,217,258 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections has 

risen to 272,459, while hospitals are 

caring for 10,740 Covid patients, 1,249 
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of whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 43,002 people in official 

quarantine, while 4,961,146 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 725,241 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 23,708. Fully 429,074 people 

have made a recovery. So far, most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed 

by the counties of Győr-Moson-Sopron, 

Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén and Hajdú-

Bihar.

VACCINE ACCEPTANCE AT 
RECORD 72% IN HUNGARY

The ratio of Hungarian adults wishing 

to receive the coronavirus vaccine has 

gone up from 45% this January to a 

record 72%, the daily Magyar Nemzet 

said, citing a survey by the Nézőpont 

Institute. Vaccine acceptance grew 

from 30% last year to 45% in January, 

when the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine was 

approved, the survey said. Further 

growth may have been spurred by 

the growing choice in vaccines, well-

organised inoculation points and 

“pandemic fatigue”, Nézőpont said. 

About one-fifth of Hungarian adults 

want to get inoculated but are yet to 

register, the daily said. Pro-vaccination 

sentiment is more prevalent among 

government sympathisers than among 

opposition voters, the survey has 

shown. Some 60% of opposition voters 

and 82% of pro-government voters are 

ready to accept the vaccine, Magyar 

Nemzet said. That gap was much 

smaller at the beginning of the year, 

with opposition voters lagging behind 

the full adult population by merely 3 

percentage points, the daily said.  The 

survey was conducted nationwide on 

April 6-7 on a sample of 1,000.

SZIJJÁRTÓ LAUDS 
HUNGARY RESPONSE  
TO CORONAVIRUS CRISIS

The Hungarian government’s 

measures taken to tackle the 

health and economic impacts of 

the coronavirus pandemic have 

proved to be effective, the minister 

of foreign affairs and trade said at 

the inauguration of a warehousing 

complex in Százhalombatta, south 

of Budapest. Péter Szijjártó said that 

the government had not taken the 

textbook approach; it wanted more 

than the EU’s vaccine purchases 

“and it did not aim to compensate 

growing unemployment by 

providing benefits”. Instead, the 

government launched a programme 

to promote investment and 

prevented mass unemployment 

by tying assistance for companies 

to job retention. Szijjártó insisted 

that “if we had applied the leftist, 

textbook responses forced on us by 

Brussels, we would now have many 

thousands more deaths, many tens of 

thousands more infected, and many 

hundreds of thousands without 

jobs”. The minister welcomed 

the new complex, an 800 million 

forint investment by Novochem, a 

Hungarian firm owned by Germany’s 

Overlack AG.

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER: 
JANSSEN, PFIZER 
DELIVERIES EXPECTED  
ON TUES

Some 250,000 doses of Pfizer-

BioNTech’s vaccine will be delivered 

to Hungary on Tuesday, along with 

28,000 doses of the single-dose 

Janssen Pharmaceutica vaccine, the 

chief medical of ficer said. Cecília 

Müller told the press conference of 

the operative board handling the 

epidemic that the latter Johnson 

& Johnson jab will be mostly used 

at vaccination buses operated 

by the Armed Forces. Müller said 

the third wave of the pandemic 

seemed to have plateaued, albeit 

at a high level. New case numbers 

have stagnated for over the past 

few days, she said. The amount 

of the virus in waste water is also 

stagnating overall, she said. The 

amount of the virus contained in 

waste water, an indicator of new 

cases in the coming days, increased 

in the cities of Eger, Salgótarján, 

Szombathely, Veszprém and Pécs, 

while the amount detected fell 

in Békéscsaba, Debrecen, Győr, 

Székesfehérvár, Zalaegerszeg and 

Kecskemét.

SZIJJÁRTÓ INAUGURATES 
FORD LOGISTICS CENTRE 
IN C HUNGARY

Car manufacturers are continuing 

to bring engineering, development 
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and service facilities to Hungary, 

Péter Szijjártó, the minister of 

foreign affairs and trade, said at the 

inauguration of carmaker Ford’s 

logistics centre in Biatorbágy, 

near Budapest. The centre will 

serve 15 countries in central and 

eastern Europe, Szijjártó noted. 

The 10,000sqm warehouse centre 

was built with a 3 billion forint (EUR 

8.4m) investment, he said. Szijjártó 

said the number of jobholders now 

was nearly at the same level as before 

the coronavirus outbreak, and the 

economy benefitted from a new 

record FDI in 2020, while Hungarian 

exports exceeded 100 billion euros. 

The minister noted that car-making 

was the backbone of the national 

economy, accounting for 30% of its 

total production. While the country 

had been seen as a production 

centre initially, “more and more 

engineering, development, and 

service functions have been set 

up,” he added. Ford itself currently 

employs 624 young engineers 

and economists in Hungary, he 

said. Concerning US companies in 

Hungary, Szijjártó noted that 1,700 

American businesses employ over 

100,000 people in the country, 

adding that the start of 2021 had 

seen an 8% increase in bilateral trade 

with the US. 

Ford Europe regional director Yiannis 

Tavanidis said his company had an 

increasing network of suppliers in 

Hungary, with over 40 companies 

and 69,000 workers producing parts 

for Ford plants.

BOSCH BUILDING HUF 6 
BN REGIONAL SERVICE 
CENTRE NEAR BUDAPEST

German engineering giant Bosch is 

building a 6 billion forint (EUR 16.8m) 

regional service centre in Vecsés, 

on the outskirts of Budapest, the 

minister of foreign affairs and trade 

said. The investment that will create 

225 jobs is receiving a 2.1 billion forint 

government grant, Péter Szijjártó 

said. The service centre will provide 

HR services to Bosch employees 

in five countries in the region, the 

minister said. Bosch’s investment is 

characterised by high technological 

standards, given the sophisticated IT 

developments that will be needed 

to operate the service centre, he 

added. Meanwhile, Szijjártó said that 

the pandemic had accelerated, rather 

than slowed down the “dimensional 

shift” of the Hungarian economy. As 

a result, the sectors engaging in R&D 

and representing high value-added 

have got stronger, he said. Hungary’s 

economic policies designed to 

encourage investment and the Covid 

vaccines purchased from the East will 

allow the country to be among the 

winners of the emerging new global 

economic order, Szijjártó said.

HUNGARY HELPS 200 
SYRIAN CHRISTIAN 
FAMILIES RETURN HOME

Archbishop of Homs Jean Abdo 

Arbach has thanked Hungary for its 

assistance in enabling 200 Syrian 

Christian families to move back 

into their homes, the press chief of 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said. The 

Hungarian government provided 

financing to renew two Christian 

youth centres and 200 homes 

destroyed in violent clashes in the 

region since 2011, the metropolitan 

wrote in a letter to Orbán.

AUDIT OFFICE WELCOMES 
REVIEW FINDINGS 
OUTLINING LOW RISK 
OF GRAFT AT LOCAL 
COUNCILS

The State Audit Office’s review of 

the compliance of local authorities 

in tackling corruption has yielded 

“surprisingly good results”, 

uncovering just a handful of cases 

of a high risk of graft, the head of 

the office said. Audit office ÁSZ 

assessed the anti-graft activities 

of 3,197 local councils and 1,284 

local council offices using a new 

digital system, László Domokos 

told the online edition of business 

daily Világgazdaság. The review 

found risks of corruption at 1,330 

local councils, most of which 

took immediate action to remedy 

any potential for irregularities, 

Domokos said. In the end, ÁSZ 

had to issue warnings to just 202 

local authorities, or just over 6% of 

Hungary’s localities, he added. Some 

820 localities had all their operations 

in order, Domokos said, adding that 

the local councils had received an 
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average grade of 4.3 on a scale of 

1-5. The country’s local councils 

are increasingly protected against 

corruption, he said. Domokos said 

that ÁSZ in the past had reviewed 

700-800 organisations a year. “We’re 

capable of reviewing ten times as 

many, so we can say that we can 

assess every organisation using 

public funds every four years,” he 

said. Such a broad and active public 

finance monitoring system is rare 

even in the European Union, he said.

SOS CHILDREN’S VILLAGE 
SURVEY: FUNDRAISING 
MORE DIFFICULT

The coronavirus pandemic has 

made raising donations and 

getting volunteer help more 

difficult for charities in Hungary, 

the SOS Children’s Village Hungary 

Foundation said in a survey. Fully 

70% of respondents said they have 

been facing difficulties in regular 

fundraising, SOS said, citing its 

online survey conducted among 

members of the self-regulatory 

body of fundraising organisations 

(ASZOT) in February. Most difficult 

has been to reach potential donors 

in the absence of personal meetings 

and live events, according to the 

survey filled out by 29 NGOs. 

MOST TRAVELLERS PLAN 
DOMESTIC VACATIONS 
THIS YEAR

Most seasoned Hungarian 

vacationers plan domestic travel 

this year, a survey by tourism 

company Everguest and Tárki 

shows. The representative survey 

of Hungarians who have taken at 

least one multi-day trip in Hungary 

or abroad in the past two years, 

showed 40% plan to vacation in 

Hungary this year, 21% will take 

trips both in Hungary and abroad, 

and 11% have their sights set only 

on foreign destinations. About 

18% said they did not want to 

travel this year and around 10% 

were uncertain about their holiday 

plans. A little more than 67% said 

they definitely want to visit Lake 

Balaton in 2021, and around one-

fif th indicated they’d like to visit 

the capital. Everguest managing 

director Miklós Belán said Budapest 

could host more than 1 million 

domestic guests this year.

HUNGARIAN DIPLOMATIC 
ACADEMY OFFERS UNIQUE 
CORPORATE DIPLOMACY 
PROGRAMME

The Hungarian Diplomatic Academy 

has launched a training programme for 

corporate executives which is unique in 

the region, the president of the academy 

said in daily Magyar Hírlap. The complex 

Corporate Diplomacy Programme offers 

a six-month course combining the four 

modules of Economics, Policy, Skill 

Development and Interactive Thematic 

Training, Orsolya Pacsay-Tomassich, state 

secretary at the foreign ministry, told 

the paper. This year’s 120-hour course 

has been designed in partnership with 

Deloitte, GE Hungary, Hell Energy, OTP 

Bank, Richter Gedeon and Tungsram. 

“Our goal is to provide to the Hungarian 

company managers and representatives 

knowledge on protocol rules, 

negotiation techniques and the legal 

and administrative environment in the 

region. It will also make a difference how 

they are able to resolve potential conflict 

situations. We teach these skills to the 

participants in personalised coaching, 

situation exercises and project work,” 

Pacsay-Tomassich said.


