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“Slovakia has asked us and we are pleased to help them with the testing of the vaccine,” Szijjártó said, noting that Hungary 

had the knowledge and capacity in its internationally accredited laboratory for the procedure. Hungary has an interest in 

its neighbours’ successful defence against the pandemic, he said, arguing that it also allowed Hungary’s defence efforts 

to be successful. He hailed Hungary and Slovakia’s “exemplary” cooperation in fighting the pandemic, and noted that last 

spring the two countries had helped repatriate each other’s citizens. Meanwhile, Szijjártó said that a total of 197 Hungarian 

health-care workers had helped out with mass coronavirus testing in Slovakia. He praised Matovič’s efforts in constantly 

pushing for bilateral cooperation in the pandemic response on Slovakia’s part.

Matovič thanked Szijjártó and Hungary for the friendly relations between the two countries. He noted that the purpose of 

his visit was for Slovak experts to examine the Sputnik V vaccine in Hungary’s Official Medicines Control Laboratory, noting 

that Slovakia had no such facilities.

Hungary will help Slovakia with the laboratory testing of the Sputnik V Covid-19 
vaccine, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said after meeting Igor Matovič, Slovakia’s 
deputy prime minister and finance minister, in Budapest.
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A teacher receiving her Covid-19 shot in Békéscsaba, in south-eastern Hungary
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: VACCINES KEY 
TO ULTIMATE SUCCESS 
AGAINST PANDEMIC

Ultimate success when it comes to 

defending against the coronavirus 

pandemic depends on the vaccines, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said after 

meeting Igor Matovič, Slovakia’s deputy 

prime minister and finance minister, in 

Budapest on Friday. Hungary has the 

second highest inoculation rate in the 

European Union relative to its population, 

Szijjártó added. “We’re vaccinating more 

people than others and that is because 

we have more vaccines than others,” 

he said, noting that Hungary had also 

purchased jabs from the East. In response 

to a question, Szijjártó said that under 

its deal with Russia, Hungary was set to 

receive another 200,000 doses of the 

Sputnik V jabs that will serve as first shots 

and 700,000 that will be used as second 

shots.

Matovič said Slovakia has had its 

Sputnik V vaccines in storage for six weeks 

when they could have been used to 

save lives. He also praised the Hungarian 

government’s courage for purchasing 

Eastern vaccines, which resulted in a 

better position for the country.

Matovič was later received by Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán, according to 

information from the PM’s press office. 

Matovič shared a video on social media 

after his meeting with Orbán, in which 

the Hungarian premier said Hungary was 

prepared to help Slovakia in every way it 

could and wished the country success in 

its fight against the pandemic.

INFECTOLOGIST: 
HUNGARY HAS CHANCE TO 
ACHIEVE HERD IMMUNITY 
BY SUMMER

If vaccinations against Covid-19 

continue at the rate that is required 

in Hungary and if enough people 

register for the jab, the country could 

achieve herd immunity by the summer, 

János Szlávik, a senior infectologist of 

the South Pest Central Hospital, told 

public media. This, Szlávik said, would 

require 60-80% of the population to 

be vaccinated. Having more than 2.5 

million people who have received their 

first shot “already has an impact on the 

epidemic”, he said. But he added that 

this did not mean that there would 

be a significant decline in daily case 

numbers, though they would likely 

go down somewhat. Hungary, he 

said, should strive to vaccinate as many 

people as possible so that the public 

could see that vaccines are effective. 

Until a majority of the population is 

vaccinated, Covid-19 guidelines will 

have to be followed and “people 

cannot feel that they are free”, Szlávik 

said.

He said Hungary will next week 

receive its first shipment of Johnson 

and Johnson’s single-dose Janssen jab, 

making it the sixth vaccine that will 

be in use in the country. Concerning 

AstraZeneca’s vaccine, Szlávik said he 

still recommended the jab to anyone, 

arguing that its benefits greatly 

outweighed the risks that have been 

reported about it.

OPPOSITION PROPOSES 
SCRAPPING VACCINE 
REGISTRATION

Hungary’s opposition parties and the 

mayor of Budapest have proposed 

doing away with the registration 

requirement for getting a Covid-19 

vaccine with a view to speeding 

up and expanding inoculations. 

Hungarians should be eligible for a 

vaccine by presenting a social security 

(TAJ) card after consulting with their 

GP, the Socialist Party, the Democratic 

Coalition, Jobbik, LMP, Momentum 

and Párbeszéd said in a joint 

statement over the weekend. They 

said the government should organise 

vaccinations for non-registered people 

in places like stadiums and involve 

local councils in the vaccination 

campaign. Scrapping the registration 

requirement could significantly 

increase the number of those who ask 

to get the shot, they argued. “Now is 

not the time to fight political battles, 

but to consider the interests of the 

country and the Hungarian people,” 

the statement said.

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

said on Facebook that local councils 

were able and willing to help the 

government with vaccinating those 

who are not registered but want the 

jab. “In the current dramatic pandemic 

situation, stadiums should be used for 

conducting mass vaccinations rather 

than [soccer] games in front of capacity 

crowds,” the mayor said.
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HUNGARY RECORDS 206 
COVID FATALITIES, 6,296 
NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 206 patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 6,296 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Sunday. So far 2,835,894 

people have received a first jab, while 

1,197,685 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections has 

risen to 270,353, while hospitals are 

caring for 10,484 Covid patients, 1,290 

of whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 44,370 people in official 

quarantine, while 4,934,786 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 720,164 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 23,417. Fully 426,394 people 

have made a recovery. So far, most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed 

by the counties of Győr-Moson-

Sopron, Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén and 

Hajdú-Bihar.

DK CALLS FOR 
VACCINATION FOR 
DISADVANTAGED PEOPLE

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

has called on the government 

to help disadvantaged people 

receive vaccination against the 

coronavirus without delay, the party’s 

representative for Budapest’s 7th and 

6th districts said over the weekend. 

Lajos Oláh told a press conference 

on Facebook that the registration 

requirement for vaccination posed a 

difficulty to people living in poverty. 

Additionally, they have no money for 

medicine, vitamins and healthy food, 

often have no access to hygiene 

and they are generally in poor state 

of health, he added. He reiterated a 

joint opposition call for cancelling 

the registration requirement 

for vaccination and added that 

vaccination points should be set 

up in disadvantaged areas. He also 

called on the government to “finally 

start working together with local 

municipalities”. He added that with the 

involvement of 7th district mayor Péter 

Niedermüller, talks have been started 

with affected organisations to offer 

help in protection and prevention to 

those in need.

NOVÁK: FIDESZ READY TO 
FILL HOUSE OF EUROPEAN 
CONSERVATIVES WITH LIFE

Deputy head of ruling Fidesz Katalin 

Novák said in German Sunday 

newspaper Welt am Sontag that Fidesz 

is ready to fill the house of European 

conservatives with life, after it had 

become increasingly empty. Novák, 

who is also Hungary’s minister for 

families, said in the article titled 

Europe’s House of Conservatives that 

Fidesz would open the doors to new 

impulses and new residents so that 

more and more people could learn 

how well they could live in it. She said 

Fidesz represented true conservative 

values and Europe needs a democratic 

right wing that “does not lag behind 

the left-green zeitgeist, but rather 

shapes the future of Europe with the 

cooperation of right-wing parties”.

“So can we create a home for millions 

of Europeans, also in a political sense. 

And that can also mean a renaissance 

for the right-wing democratic parties 

in Europe. It is our Willkommenskultur 

for Europe,” she said. Novák rejected 

European People’s Party group leader 

Manfred Weber’s claims that Fidesz 

had become a far right party and 

entered into an alliance with AFD. She 

said the CDU and CSU were Fidesz’s 

natural political allies in Germany and 

“we do not seek an alliance with other 

German parties even if some want to 

create that impression”. Fidesz strictly 

dissociates itself from parties that fail to 

support constitutional order, she said. 

“We are the only such political power 

in Hungary, as the entire opposition 

including post-communists, socialists, 

liberals and the Greens has struck an 

alliance with an openly anti-Semitic and 

racist party (Jobbik) in order to be able 

to run joint candidates against us in the 

next elections,” she said.

“We Hungarians have been living 

as a Christian nation in the heart of 

Europe for over a thousand years 

and we know which direction we’re 

going”, she said. “We have specific 

ideas about how we should preserve 

our culture and national values while 

we build a competitive and modern 

country. We treat everyone with 

hospitality if they come to us with 

respect and with the notion of a 

common future,” she added.
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SOCIALISTS CALL FOR 
MAKING MINIMUM WAGE 
TAX-EXEMPT

The Socialist Par ty will  be 

campaigning in the upcoming 

opposition primary in favour of 

making the minimum wage tax-

exempt and reducing the income 

tax for low earners, the party’s co-

leader said over the weekend. The 

measures would help some 2.3 

million people earning less than 

321,000 forints (EUR 897) a month, 

Ber talan Tóth told an online 

press conference. According to 

the par ty ’s calculations, making 

the minimum wage tax-exempt 

would cost the state budget 

around 250-300 billion forints, 

which the state could af ford, 

he said. “The Fidesz regime’s 11 

years in power have resulted in 

the average worker barely making 

enough to make ends meet,” Tóth 

said. “What ’s more, Fidesz has 

spent the coronavirus pandemic 

saving its own oligarchs instead 

of workers, which has led to a 

livelihood crisis .” Tóth said it was 

“shameful” that the minimum 

wage in Hungary was lower than 

in the Czech Republic, Slovakia 

and Poland. “And the worst par t 

is that the Hungarian minimum 

wage has several taxes totalling 

over 30% levied on it ,” he said. 

Making the minimum wage tax-

exempt would increase it by over 

25,000 forints, Tóth said.

MINISTRY: VOCATIONAL 
TRAINING EXAMS  
TO BE HELD UNDER STRICT 
HEALTH PROTOCOLS

Exams for those taking part in 

vocational training programmes are 

set to be organised in May under 

strict health protocols, the Ministry 

of Innovation and Technology (ITM) 

said over the weekend. Hungary is 

in great need of young people with 

competitive vocational skills in order 

to reboot the economy, deputy state 

secretary Annamária Pölöskei said 

in a statement. However, because 

protecting people’s health is equally 

important, the ministry is already 

drafting the health protocols that 

will be in place during the exams, 

taking into consideration last year’s 

experiences, she added. According 

to the ministry’s plans, the written 

comprehensive exams could be 

organised after the written school-

leaving exams are done. The dates for 

the practical exams will be determined 

by the vocational training institutions 

themselves.

HUMAN RESOURCES 
MINISTER TO APPOINT 
COMMISSIONER FOR 
MUSEUMS

The human resources minister will 

appoint László L. Simon ministerial 

commissioner in charge of the upgrade 

of the Hungarian National Museum 

and museum integration, the ministry’s 

press department said. L. Simon’s 

mandate will run from April 15, 2021 

until April 30, 2022, the statement said. 

L. Simon, currently the deputy head 

of parliament’s cultural committee, 

will be tasked with looking into the 

structural reorganisation of Hungary’s 

museums and the possibilities for 

establishing a new museum structure.

LMP CALLS ON GOVT  
TO DROP PRIVATISATION 
PLANS FOR MEZŐHEGYES 
STUD FARM

Opposition LMP has called on the 

government to withdraw a draft 

which aims to privatise a stud farm in 

Mezőhegyes, in southeast Hungary. 

Party co-leader Erzsébet Schmuck 

said that the “stealing of public funds 

and transfer of national assets” had 

accelerated during the coronavirus 

pandemic. When the government is 

not “busy enriching Fidesz oligarchs 

by way of tenders”, it is “stealing public 

assets using foundations that have been 

cemented for an infinite future”, she 

said. LMP believes the latter method 

serves to set up a “Land of Future 

Generations Foundation” that will 

include only “Fidesz-devoted subjects” 

in its board, she added. Schmuck said 

they would “gobble up the whole of 

the Mezőhegyes stud farm which has 

been fully upgraded from 22 billion 

forints (EUR 61m) in recent years”. LMP 

urges changes in agriculture that will 

enable the production of healthy 

and nutritious foods in the long term, 

Schmuck added.



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu5

Publisher in charge of production: Dániel Papp, Director General of Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA)
Publisher in charge of content: Eszter Szabó, Duna Mediaszolgáltató Nonprofit Zrt. MTI director
Editor: Sándor Végh (Duna)

APRIL 12, 2021
MORNING ISSUE AM

GREAT MAJORITY  
OF HUNGARIANS 
SHOW AWARENESS OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

A great majority of Hungarians 

share an interest in the future of 

the planet and they demonstrate 

awareness of environmental 

problems that have an influence on 

their lives and future generations, a 

survey commissioned by the Alteo 

energy group showed. An average 

person could list 12 environmental 

hazards and among the most serious 

problems they cited deforestation, 

climate change and air pollution, 

the representative survey conducted 

in January showed. Some 80% said 

that environmental protection 

was a common responsibility for 

society. A total of 92% of the people 

surveyed said they had an interest 

in environmental protection and 

82% said environmental problems 

directly affected their lives. Some 

63% said the life of future generations 

depended on environmental 

protection but nearly a third of 

people said they were not convinced 

that environmental protection was 

among the most important tasks for 

individuals.

The survey revealed that 87% are 

anxious about climate change and 

31% were very concerned about 

the potential consequences. They 

were mostly Budapest residents 

and university graduates, having 

the highest level of awareness of 

environmental hazards. The survey 

showed that wasting food, water, 

energy and clothing, and global 

warming were the most well-known 

environmental issues. The top three 

actions that people said they were 

willing to do for a greener future 

were selective waste collection, 

avoiding energy, water and food 

waste, and cutting back on shopping. 

Renewable energy was cited by 

every tenth household and some 

4% of respondents said they were 

driving electric cars. People aged 

above 50 and those with higher 

levels of education demonstrated 

the most willingness to protect the 

environment.

HUNGARY’S GREEN 
SAMURAI BOND ISSUE 
WINS SPECIAL AWARD

Financial information service provider 

Capital Eye Limited has recognised 

Hungary’s green bond issue in Japan 

last year with a special award in its Best 

Deals of 2020 issue, Finance Minister 

Mihály Varga said over the weekend. 

Hungary in 2020 became the first 

foreign sovereign issuer to enter the 

Japanese yen green bond market, 

Varga said on Facebook. Green bonds 

accounted for one-third of the 500 

million euro samurai bond issue, he 

noted, adding that proceeds from the 

issue are to be used to finance various 

environmentally-friendly investments. 

The bond issue also recently won 

accolades from the Japanese financial 

press and a research institute, the 

minister said.

SOCCER FEDERATION 
EYEING ‘FULL HOUSE’  
FOR EURO 2020 MATCHES 
IN BUDAPEST 

Hungarian football association MLSZ 

has said that it hopes all tickets 

will be sold out for four European 

championship matches to be held in 

Budapest’s Puskás Arena. European 

federation UEFA has announced that 

the matches in the championships 

would be played before audiences 

rather than behind closed doors. 

MLSZ said on its website, however, 

that viewers would only be allowed 

in the stadium if they met “strict entry 

requirements”.


