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The prime minister also said that the operative board responsible for measures to control the epidemic had also decided 

that the exams will be written only. He noted that last year, too, the school-leaving exams were confined to written papers 

and this should be the case this year to keep matters fair and consistent. Orbán noted that the British coronavirus variant 

was more aggressive and destructive than the variant that had spread during the first wave of the pandemic. During the 

first wave, lockdowns and isolation were enough to rid the country of the epidemic for two to three months, he said. But 

the British variant was different, he added, and lockdowns could only slow down its transmission, while only vaccines could 

get rid of it. “We have been living under warlike conditions” for a year, under conditions that people knew only from their 

grandparents’ stories and films, he said. Government experts have said that “peacetime can only be restored” if the virus 

is defeated with the help of vaccination, he added.

Secondary schools will fully reopen on May 10 after final exams have taken place, 
Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in an interview to public broadcaster Kossuth Rádió.

OrBÁN: SECONDArY SCHOOlS TO rEOpEN ON MAY 10
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Péter Szijjártó, Hungary’s foreign minister, and Claudiu Năsui, Romanian 
minister of economy and tourism, attending a forum in Budapest
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OrBÁN: GOVT TO 
prOMOTE VACCiNATiON 
CAMpAiGN 

The registration for vaccination 

against coronavirus is progressing 

well, with over four million people 

having registered, Viktor Orbán said. 

The prime minister, speaking on public 

radio, however, added that this was 

still not enough, which was why the 

government had asked celebrities to 

promote the vaccination drive. The 

number of Hungarians who have 

received their first vaccine shot will 

have reached 4 million by early May, 

he said. By mid-May the number of 

vaccinated will have reached 6 million, 

and by the third week 7 million will 

have received their first dose, he said. 

By the start of June, 7 million out 

of Hungary’s adult population of 8 

million will have been inoculated, 

he said, adding that the fear was that 

the number of people who have 

registered to be vaccinated would 

be less than the number of shots 

available. Orbán said the soccer 

European championships will start in 

June and Hungary will be involved. By 

that time, everyone registered will have 

received their jabs and those that have 

a vaccination certificate will be able to 

attend the events, he added.

The vaccination drive has been one 

of the largest organisational operations 

in the country’s history, he said. For the 

five types of vaccines approved and 

in use in Hungary, there are different 

lengths of time needed between the 

first and second jabs. Every first jab 

administered must have its follow-

up pair waiting in storage, so that it 

can also be administered at the right 

time, he added. Hungary is way ahead 

of European Union countries in terms 

of the progress made in its vaccination 

drive, Orbán said. Commenting on 

vaccine procurements, Orbán said if 

no EU solution was available, a national 

solution was needed. Hungary’s 

decision to procure Chinese and 

Russian vaccines had been vindicated, 

he said, with twice as many people 

inoculated as in western European 

countries. Orbán said Hungarians 

had shown “exemplary discipline” in 

complying with restrictions, while 

in western Europe deliberate rule 

violations and protests were “the 

norm”.

He said every step of the country’s 

reopening would depend on the 

number of people vaccinated, but 

epidemiological data would also play 

a determining role. Orbán said the 

National Consultation survey of the 

public on epidemic-related matters 

provided a clear roadmap: school 

re-openings would be followed 

by restaurants, then hotels; after 

which cultural and sporting events, 

cinemas and gyms can be attended. 

“We’re getting close to the point that 

cultural and community events can be 

attended in possession of a vaccination 

certificate,” he said.

The prime minister said an “anti-

vaccination bill” proposed by left-wing 

lawmakers would have banned the 

Chinese and Russian vaccines. Had it 

passed, many hundreds or thousands 

more would have died, he said. While 

“hypocritical” left-wing politicians 

were getting vaccinated, they were 

dissuading people from doing the 

same, he added.

Meanwhile, on the subject of Zsolt 

Petry, the Hungarian coach who was 

sacked by German club Herta for 

expressing his views about same-sex 

marriage and immigration, Orbán said 

liberals represented a “repressive” kind 

of politics in today’s Europe, adding 

that expressing an opinion resulted 

in punishment. “Zsolt Petry was 

sentenced to a job loss because he 

didn’t adhere to what others thought 

was correct.”

SZiJJÁrTÓ: ECONOMiC 
COOpErATiON 
STrENGTHENED 
HUNGArY-rOMANiA 
rElATiONS 

Economic cooperation has 

strengthened relations between 

Hungary and Romania “by way of 

several joint success stories”, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said. After 

meeting Romanian Minister of 

Economy, Entrepreneurship and 

Tourism Claudiu Năsui, Szijjártó 

told a joint press conference that 

ties between the two countries 

were determined by close inter-

dependence. 

Romania is Hungary’s fourth most 

important export market and the 

sixth most important target country 

for Hungarian capital, he said, noting 
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that bilateral trade last year totalled 

8 billion euros.

As regards Hungarian investments, 

Szijjártó noted that Hungarian 

oil and gas company MOL will 

build 14 fuel stations and install 

40 electric car charging stations 

along Romania’s motorway 

network. OTP bank, meanwhile, 

will increase its capital investment 

by 50 million euros and open 

its 97th office, he said. Energy 

company MVM has launched retail 

services and drugmaker Richter will 

expand its plant in Târgu Mureș 

(Marosvásárhely) with a Hungarian 

government grant, Szijjártó said, 

adding that Hungarian companies 

had won 22 billion forints (EUR 

61m) to match their investments in 

Romania worth 45 billion forints. The 

sides signed an intergovernmental 

agreement on the building of a 

fast road link between Mátészalka 

and Satu Mare (Szatmárnémeti) 

scheduled to open in 2024.

Szijjártó announced that two of 

the ten temporary crossing stations, 

at Elek and at Dombegyház, will 

operate around the clock. Also, a 

tender for delivering gas extracted 

from the Black Sea shelf to Hungary 

has been concluded, he said. 

At the event the two countries’ 

respective chambers of industry 

and commerce also signed an 

agreement on setting up a joint 

Romanian-Hungarian mixed 

chamber.

The Romanian minister told 

the press conference that the 

agreements will ensure expanding 

economic ties, and he applauded 

the prospective Hungarian 

investments. He said the coronavirus 

pandemic had shown the benefits of 

the shortest possible supply chains 

and exposed the importance of 

strengthening direct cooperation 

between neighbouring countries.

SZiJJÁrTÓ OpENS 
HUNGArY-rOMANiA 
BUSiNESS FOrUM

Hungary sees Romania as one of its 

most important business partners, and 

has a vested interest in strengthening 

mutual cooperation, Péter Szijjártó, 

Hungary’s minister of foreign affairs 

and trade, said at the opening of a 

Hungarian-Romanian business forum 

in Budapest. At the forum attended 

by 80 Hungarian and 66 Romanian 

companies, Szijjártó said Hungarian 

economic policy was based on low 

taxes, with the lowest corporate 

taxes in Europe, and a competitive 

PIT. Meanwhile, the Hungarian 

government’s crisis management 

efforts focus on boosting investments 

rather than handing out money 

to those in need, he said. This has 

led to Hungary avoiding mass 

unemployment rather than having to 

handle it, he said.

Government grants supported 

1,434 companies in Hungary last 

year, which have pledged to preserve 

some 270,000 jobs and investments 

worth a total of 1,676 billion forints 

(EUR 4.7bn), he said. Four Romanian 

companies have also received 2.7 

million euros in Hungarian government 

grants, he said. The government also 

supports Romanian companies in 

capital allocation, and the Hungarian 

Eximbank has opened a 440 million 

euro credit line to support cooperation 

between Hungarian and Romanian 

companies, Szijjártó said. Meanwhile, 

Hungarian companies see Romania 

as one of the most promising fields of 

investment, he added.

HUNGArY rECOrDS 285 
COrONAVirUS FATAliTiES, 
7,325 NEW iNFECTiONS

Fully 285 patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over 

the past 24 hours, while 7,325 

new infections were registered, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Friday. So 

far 2,689,102 people have received a 

first jab, while 1,126,139 have been 

fully vaccinated. The number of 

active infections has risen to 262,574, 

while hospitals are caring for 11,363 

Covid patients, 1,364 of whom need 

respiratory assistance. There are 

46,775 people in official quarantine, 

while 4,861,310 tests have been 

officially carried out. Since the first 

outbreak, 705,815 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 22,966. Fully 420,275 people 

have made a recovery. So far, most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed 

by the counties of Győr-Moson-

Sopron, Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén and 

Hajdú-Bihar.
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BUDGET DEFiCiT HUF 1,144 
BN AT END-MArCH

Hungary’s cash flow-based budget, excluding 

local councils, was 1,144.1 billion forints (EUR 

3.2bn) at the end of March, the Finance Ministry 

said in a preliminary release of data. The deficit 

grew from 539.7 billion forints at the end of 

February. The central budget had a 943.0 

billion forint deficit and the social insurance 

funds were 182.7 billion in the red, while 

separate state funds had a 18.4 billion forint 

deficit at the end of the quarter. The ministry 

said revenues were impacted by the fallout of 

the pandemic, as well as reduced labour costs 

introduced as a job protection measure, such 

as the reduction of social contribution tax to 

15.5% from 17.5%, as well as higher wages, the 

ministry said. The ministry noted that payouts 

for European Union funded projects came 

close to 616 billion forints in January-March, 

while transfers from Brussels reached just 150.6 

billion. Pandemic spending came to 342.8 

billion, the ministry said. Family allowances, 

disbursed early due to the Easter holidays, 

came to 32.1 billion forints, the ministry said.

HUNGArY iNFlATiON 3.7% 
iN MArCH

Consumer price inflation averaged 

an annual 3.7% in March, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said. 

Analysts forecast a rise of 3.8%. 

CPI rose by 0.7% month on month. 

Spirits, tobacco products and fuels 

were the main drivers of inf lation. 

Vehicle fuel prices were 6.6% higher 

than in February and up 17.7% since 

March last year. Tobacco prices 

rose 17.5% in a year and 2.1% in a 

single month. Consumer durables 

were up an annual 3.6%, with car 

prices 11.4% higher. Services prices 

accelerated from 3.1% in February 

to 3.7%.

HUNGArY rETAil SAlES 
DOWN 5.9% Yr/Yr iN FEB

Retail sales fell by an annual 5.6% in 

February, according to unadjusted 

data, the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said. Based on calendar-year adjusted 

data, sales were down 5.9% in February. 

The data reflects a base effect from the 

previous February, with sales fuelled by 

panic buying. Based on seasonally and 

calendar-adjusted data, the volume of 

retail trade dropped by 1.2% month 

on month.

OlYMpiC SKEET SHOOTEr 
iGAlY DiES OF COViD 
AGED 56 

Olympic skeet shooting 

champion Diána Igaly has died of 

complications related to Covid-19, 

aged 56, the secretary general 

of the Hungarian Shooting 

Association has confirmed. Igaly, 

who won her Olympic gold in 

Athens in 2004, also won four World 

Championships and six European 

championships. She had been 

hospitalised with the infection and 

died on Thursday evening, László 

Sinka told MTI. “A real champion, a 

legend has gone,” he said.


