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Over 1.6 million people had received vaccine shots over the past month, Gergely Gulyás said, adding that Hungary was “one 

of the fastest vaccinating countries” in Europe. He told a press briefing that this was likely to happen within 5-6 days. The 

number of Hungarians inoculated with at least the first jab is expected to exceed 4 million before the end of April, he said.

Gulyás said there was no significant difference between the vaccines on offer in terms of the level of immunity they provided, 

adding that the European Medicines Agency had recently judged the AstraZeneca vaccine to be “reliable and effective”. 

“Any jab is safer than no jab,” Gulyás said.

So far 3.95 million people have registered to be vaccinated, while another 200,000 health-care staff have been inoculated 

without registration, which means that over 50% of Hungary’s 8 million adults have already been vaccinated or soon will 

have been, Gulyás said.

The government will take steps to ease Covid-related restrictions once 3 million 
people have been vaccinated, according to the prime minister’s chief of staff.
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TEACHErS UrGED TO GET JAB

“Good progress” is being made in the 

inoculation of teachers, Gergely Gulyás, 

the prime minister’s chief of staff, said, 

adding that 85%, or 66,000 staff, had 

received at least a first shot. He asked 

teachers to consider parents “shouldering 

the massive weight” of closed schools. 

He said it was “crucial” that classroom 

education resume on April 19. Online 

education, he added, had been managed 

“better than expected” but “fulfilling 

educational tasks effectively requires a 

physical presence.”

Concerning the economy, Gulyás 

said shops and services that were 

allowed to reopen on April 7 would 

still be eligible for central wage 

subsidies for the entire month. So far 

businesses have been granted a total 

of 66.5 billion forints in such subsidies, 

he added.

Asked about when Hungary would 

be finished vaccinating everyone 

who has registered for the jab, Gulyás 

said it was difficult to say, given that 

the number of registrations was 

continuously rising. Soon everyone 

who is registered will be inoculated, he 

said, adding that hopefully many more 

people would register. Gulyás said 

everyone who has registered for the 

vaccine and has a valid social security 

number could be inoculated by the 

end of May. He added that hopefully 

the country could return to normal in 

late May or early June.

He said the third wave of the 

pandemic in Hungary was likely past 

its peak. If the national vaccination 

drive continued at its current pace, 

Hungarians would most likely be able 

to return to restaurant terraces this 

month, he added.

Meanwhile, he said the government 

would make a decision on the 

exemptions immunity certificate-

holders will be entitled to when 

vaccinations reach 3-4 million. Asked 

about the view that the lifting of 

restrictions should be tied to the 

number of people who are fully 

inoculated, Gulyás said vaccine 

recipients already develop some 

level of immunity after receiving 

the first shot. Though two shots are 

required for an even higher degree of 

immunity, those who get at least one 

shot are significantly less likely to get 

infected, he said. The government’s 

position that the first shot is the most 

important is based on expert opinions, 

Gulyás said, adding that there was “no 

rush” to lift restrictions.

Concerning AstraZeneca’s jab, 

Gulyás said Hungary will continue to 

administer the vaccine’s two doses 12 

weeks apart. Hungary will not suspend 

the vaccine’s use or make any changes 

to how it is administered, he said, 

arguing that there was no reason to 

do so and neither the European nor 

the Hungarian authorities had made 

any changes to the rules. Meanwhile, 

he said the approval process for the 

CanSino and CoviShield jabs was still 

ongoing.

Gulyás insisted that it was not an 

unnecessary risk to reopen schools 

on April 19th, arguing that more than 

100,000 teachers have already been 

inoculated and the first dose of the 

vaccine already provides a significant 

level of protection against Covid-19. 

He said that while it was justified to 

vaccinate teachers out of turn, there 

were many other critical workers in the 

country who had not received either of 

their doses yet. Gulyás said secondary 

schools will hold their written final 

exams in May and plans are to have 

the oral exams in June.

Asked about the Hungarian 

Chamber of Doctors’ support for 

media coverage of the pandemic 

from hospitals, Gulyás said that while 

the chamber itself may support it, 

most doctors did not. He said the 

matter also raised questions relating 

to human dignity, noting that a 

total of 1,827 people are currently in 

intensive care. So far 90% of the elderly 

population has been vaccinated, while 

the inoculation rate in the over-65 age 

group is 87%, he said.

On another topic, he said attendance 

of sporting events, including 

the postponed Euro 2020 soccer 

Championship matches in June, would 

be limited to those who have been 

issued an immunity certificate.

Concerning the leftist parties, 

Gulyás said that their “irresponsible” 

approach to the coronavirus situation 

was “lamentable”, adding that the 

Democratic Coalition “is still collecting 

signatures against the Chinese jab”. 

He called on the opposition parties 

to revise their “earlier, ill-advised 

position” and encourage people to 

get vaccinated. He insisted that “if 
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the government had listened to the 

opposition and had not procured 

Eastern vaccines, at least 1.3 million 

lives would now be in danger”. If the 

opposition were in power, Hungary’s 

vaccination ratio would be around the 

EU average of 13% rather than 26%, he 

said, adding that the opposition had 

committed the “spectacular political 

sin” of putting its own political goals 

ahead of “protecting the safety, lives 

and health” of the public.

Concerning a question about the 

status of ruling Fidesz’s delegates 

in the European Parliament, Gulyás 

said that since the European People’s 

Party had “made it clear that it is not 

a right-wing party”, Fidesz and Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán were working to 

“contribute to building a democratic 

European right which fully respects 

the fundamental values of the rule of 

law”. To that end Orbán recently met 

Matteo Salvini, the leader of Italy’s 

Lega party, and Polish PM Mateusz 

Morawiecki, Gulyás noted. “We would 

like to participate in building a political 

family for the right-wing, Christian ideal 

in Europe,” he said.

On another subject, Gulyás said 

he found the International Monetary 

Fund’s forecast of 4.3% GDP growth 

in Hungary this year and 5.9% the 

next realistic, adding that the 2021 

figure would depend on when the 

country could “reopen”. Protecting 

people’s health is the foremost goal 

but “returning to the regular routine as 

soon as possible is also crucial,” he said.

Answering a question about 

a planned “students’ quarter” in 

Budapest, Gulyás said the city’s 

leadership was trying to suggest 

that setting up a campus for China’s 

Fudan university was in conflict with 

those plans. Gulyás insisted that it 

was the other way round: one of 

the “elite universities of the world” 

locating a branch in Hungary would 

“give meaning” to the student quarter 

scheme.

Answering another question, Gulyás 

said that the government was not 

planning to place all colleges and 

universities under the control of private 

foundations. 

Meanwhile, Gulyás said that 

while the number of suicides had 

significantly decreased after 2010, 

“confinement and Covid-related stress” 

had caused that number to increase by 

5% in 2019-2020.

CHiEF MEDiCAl OFFiCEr: 
pEAK OF THirD WAVE  
iN SiGHT

The third wave of the coronavirus 

pandemic in Hungary appears to be 

peaking, the chief medical officer told 

an online press briefing on Thursday, 

citing the latest case numbers. Given 

that the British variant is the dominant 

strain of the virus in the country, it is 

hard to say how long the plateau will 

last, Cecília Müller said. “That also 

depends on us,” she said, emphasising 

the importance of following Covid-19 

guidelines, even for those who are fully 

inoculated. Müller said it was crucial 

to bear in mind that while those who 

have been vaccinated are protected 

against Covid, many were still waiting 

for their first vaccine dose.

Meanwhile, Hungary’s government 

has extended coronavirus-related 

restrictions until April 19, a deputy 

leader of the operative board 

responsible for handling the pandemic 

said on Thursday. Lieutenant Colonel 

Róbert Kiss told an online press briefing 

that the current rules applying to mask-

wearing, gatherings, the hospitality 

sector, recreation centres, schools and 

the Schengen borders will remain in 

effect for the next week and a half.

HUNGArY rECOrDS  
272 COViD-19 FATAliTiES, 
4,814 NEW iNFECTiONS

Fully 272 patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 4,814 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said. So far 2,608,084 people have 

received a first jab, while 1,077,947 have 

been fully vaccinated. The number of 

active infections has risen to 256,044, 

while hospitals are caring for 11,663 

Covid patients, 1,337 of whom need 

respiratory assistance. There are 

46,612 people in official quarantine, 

while 4,825,607 tests have been 

officially carried out. Since the first 

outbreak, 698,490 infections have been 

registered, while fatalities have risen to 

22,681. Fully 419,765 people have made 

a recovery. So far, most infections have 

been registered in Budapest and Pest 

County, followed by the counties of 

Győr-Moson-Sopron, Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplen and Hajdú-Bihar.
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SZiJJÁrTÓ: ‘HYpOCriSY’ 
ArOUND FrEEDOM OF 
prESS AND OpiNiON 
‘rEVEAlED’

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

commented on two recent cases 

involving free speech issues, saying 

“the big hypocrisy of press freedom 

and freedom of expression is 

gradually being revealed for what it 

is.” Commenting on German football 

club Hertha BSC’s sacking of Hungarian 

coach Zsolt Petry due to his remarks 

about migration and same-sex 

marriage, Szijjártó said on Facebook 

that the case highlighted how a public 

figure had been penalised for taking 

a position that went against liberal 

mainstream ideology.

Meanwhile, regarding a report 

by Hungarian public current affairs 

channel M1 about questions asked 

by an Austrian journalist to Hungary’s 

ruling Fidesz party, Szijjártó said 

M1’s critical commentary on the 

journalist had caused an uproar in 

Austria. Journalists, he added, could 

rely on press freedom “to spread fake 

news about Hungary”, but another 

journalist’s critical opinion of her 

work was then interpreted as an 

attack against press freedom. “Well, 

my friends, two gaffes within just a 

few days: this is pitiful,” Szijjártó said, 

adding that he had briefed his Austrian 

counterpart “and friend” about them.

Answering a question about German 

football club Hertha BSC’s dismissal 

of Petry over his recent remarks on 

migration and same-sex marriage, the 

prime minister’s chief of staff, Gergely 

Gulyás, told a press briefing that the 

case raised suspicion that Germany 

had “violated fundamental values”. He 

stressed that freedom of expression 

was a shared European value. He said 

one of the 20th century’s totalitarian 

regimes had been German, and “we 

wouldn’t want the 21st to have one, 

too”. He adding that he agreed with 

“every word” Petry had said. What 

Petry said about marriage “coincides 

with an effective ruling of the German 

constitutional court,” Gulyás said. His 

remarks on migration are “a European, 

restrained and civilised statement 

made in defence of a European 

identity, which must not be punished 

in a rule of law,” he added.

Hungary’s foreign ministry has 

summoned the German embassy’s 

charge d’affaires over a German soccer 

team’s firing of a Hungarian coach 

because of his recent comments 

concerning migration and same-sex 

marriage. Foreign ministry 

state secretary Levente Magyar said the 

Hungarian government was “shocked” 

that anyone could face “existential 

retaliation in Germany for expressing 

their opinion within a legal framework”. 

“Like Hungary, Germany has first-hand 

experience from history of what it is 

like when the freedom of expression 

is repressed,” Magyar said. This, he 

said, meant that both countries had 

a duty to safeguard the right to the 

freedom of speech. Hungary considers 

any restriction to the freedom of 

expression “unacceptable”, the state 

secretary said, arguing that the 

practice was reminiscent of a regime 

“that thousands of our compatriots 

died fighting”. Magyar said Germany 

remained a key partner for Hungary 

with which it aimed to have honest 

discussions on important issues that 

affect the two countries’ shared future.

FOUNDATiON lAUNCHES 
CAMpAiGN TO prESENT 
‘rOMA HErOES OF 
DEMOCrACY’

The government has commissioned 

the central and eastern European 

history research foundation to launch a 

campaign to present Roma personalities 

whose work at the time of Hungary’s 

democratic transition had contributed 

to “building a confident and proud Roma 

community”. In a statement marking 

International Roma Day on Thursday, 

the foundation said that “the Hungarian 

Roma have on many occasions proven 

their commitment to Hungary’s freedom 

and independence”, such as during the 

anti-Soviet uprising in 1956 and at the 

time of the regime change in 1989/90. 

“Thirty years after the transition we will 

at last pay our respects to their historic 

achievements,” the statement said. 

The foundation said it would show 

portrait films on the Facebook page and 

YouTube channel of the “Thirty years in 

freedom” memorial year programme, 

presenting such personalities as author 

Menyhért Lakatos, poet-journalist József 

Kovács Hontalan, composer Tivadar 

Fátyol and community worker-politician 

Tibor Szegedi.
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pÁrBESZÉD CAllS ON 
rOMA iNVOlVEMENT 
iN CHArTiNG SCHEMES 
AFFECTiNG THEM

The opposition Párbeszéd party has 

said Hungary’s Roma community 

should be consulted when 

programmes affecting it are created, 

a party official said. No government 

should pass decisions on the Roma 

without involving them in the process, 

Párbeszéd’s deputy group leader, 

Olivio Kocsis-Cake told an online 

press conference on Thursday marking 

International Romani Day. Párbeszéd 

has set up a Roma Workshop charting 

a programme for discussion with the 

other opposition parties, he said. 

Once a common opposition policy is 

in place, it should be discussed with 

all Roma interest associations open 

to such dialogue, he added. Ruling 

Fidesz’s economic and social policy 

favours the well-off while telling those 

in need “to get as well as you can”, 

Kocsis-Cake said, adding that fresh 

statistics indicated that the Hungarian 

Roma’s situation had worsened over 

the past ten years.

DK ASKS HOW MANY FANS 
Will BE AllOWED TO SEE 
EUrO 2020 MATCHES  
iN BUDApEST

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

has asked in a letter to the Hungarian 

Football Association (MLSZ) how many 

fans will be allowed to see the four 

Euro 2020 soccer matches to be played 

in Budapest’s Puskás Stadium in June. 

It is an “eerie coincidence” that the 

government announced the relaxation 

of epidemic rules would take place on 

the very day of the deadline set by the 

European federation UEFA for potential 

host cities to announce whether they 

would be able to accommodate 

fans during the championship, 

board member Judit Földi Rácz 

told an online press briefing. UEFA 

announced earlier that matches can 

only be held in cities that allow fans 

to enter the stadiums, she said, adding 

the government should make it clear 

whether the opening was announced 

on Wednesday just because of Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán’s “hobby”.

Budapest is scheduled to host three 

Group F matches on June 15, 19 and 23, 

and a round of 16 match on June 27.

JOBBiK: GOVT SHOUlD 
SUppOrT HUNGAriAN 
YOUTH iNSTEAD OF 
CHiNESE UNiVErSiTY

The opposition Jobbik party has called 

on the government to support the 

housing of Hungarian youth rather 

than establishing a Chinese campus in 

Budapest. Deputy party leader Dániel 

Kárpát Z called it “outrageous” that the 

government would spend 540 billion 

forints (EUR 1.5bn) on the project from 

taxpayer money and loans, and scrap 

the plan to build a student city with 

sporting and recreation facilities for the 

accommodation of 8,500 Hungarian 

young people on the land in question. 

Kárpát Z insisted that the government 

should immediately revise the project. 

Jobbik, he said, would only welcome 

foreign universities here if they 

served the interests of the Hungarian 

economy and its youth.  Referring to 

his party’s preferential housing rental 

and home-creation shadow policy, he 

said that all Hungarian young people 

should be able to prosper in their 

homeland.

The past ten years of Fidesz rule, 

he said, had witnessed a “brutal 

emigration spiral”, with the cream 

of Hungarian youth forced to find 

their future abroad. He called 

the government’s policy of using 

“Chinese mega loans to pave the way 

for Chinese investment projects” a 

“betrayal of young Hungarians”.

Gergely Karácsony, the city’s mayor, 

said on Facebook that the Budapest 

city council opposed plans to build 

a “Chinese elite university campus” 

in place of a students’ quarter in the 

capital’s 9th district. “Providing cheap 

housing for Hungarian students is 

far more important than providing 

subservient assistance to China’s quest 

for influence using taxpayer money,” 

Karácsony said.

SZiJJÁrTÓ ANNOUNCES EUr 
14M KYrGYZ-HUNGAriAN 
DEVElOpMENT FUND

An agreement was signed on setting 

up a Kyrgyz-Hungarian development 

fund with 5 billion forints (EUR 14m) 

to support the involvement of 

Hungarian companies in Kyrgyzstan’s 
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modernisation, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said in Bishkek. Speaking at a 

joint press conference held with Ruslan 

Kazakbayev, his Kyrgyz counterpart, 

Szijjártó said the fund would ensure 

loans and other financial instruments 

for investments by Hungarian 

companies in Kyrgyzstan. He said 

that they had also signed agreements 

on international freight transport 

and metrological cooperation, and 

an agreement on the cooperation 

between the two countries’ foreign 

ministries in 2022/23. Hungary will 

expand its embassy’s operation in 

Bishkek with its consular section 

issuing visas of four other EU countries 

as of September.

Szijjártó called EU-member Hungary’s 

strategic partnership with Kyrgyzstan, a 

member of the Eurasian Economic Union, 

a highly important pillar of cooperation 

with Eurasia. The two countries will 

celebrate the 30th anniversary of 

diplomatic relations in 2022, Szijjártó 

said, adding that their cooperation was 

built on mutual respect.

In terms of bilateral trade, Szijjártó 

said its volume had increased by 150% 

over the first three months of this year. 

He said “intensive negotiations” on 

establishing a direct air link between 

Hungary and Kyrgyzstan were 

ongoing. Szijjártó said an agreement 

had been reached with two Kyrgyz 

universities on launching Hungarian 

language courses and another one on 

setting up a Hungarian cultural centre 

in Bishkek.

KSH: HUNGArY FEB 
iNDUSTriAl prODUCTiON 
riSES 1.9% Yr/Yr

Hungarian industrial production 

increased by an annual 1.9% in February, 

according to a first reading of data by 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH).

Working-day adjusted data show 

production increased by an annual 

3.9%, while seasonally and working-day 

adjusted output edged up 4.8% month 

on month. The growth was driven by 

most manufacturing sectors, with 

special regard to computers, electronics, 

optical products, while vehicle making, 

food, beverage and tobacco production 

was slightly down, KSH said.

KSH: EXpOrT, iMpOrT 
GrOWTH Up iN FEB

Hungary’s exports and imports both 

grew in February, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) confirmed in a first reading 

of data. Exports rose by an annual 

0.8% and imports climbed 3.9%. The 

trade surplus stood at 856 million 

euros, down 255 million euros from 

February last year. Compared to the 

previous month, exports rose by 9.3% 

and imports by 10.3%.


