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Rules for the first phase of the reopening were published in the official gazette Magyar Közlöny on Tuesday. Interior 

Minister Sándor Pintér said that Hungary had administered the coronavirus vaccine to 2.5 million people which was the 

precondition for the start of lifting the restrictions. The new rules see the evening-night curfew shortened for the period 

from 10pm to 5am and shops will now be allowed to stay open between 5am and 9.30pm. The number of customers will 

be limited at one customer per 10 square metres of floor space. The temporary ban on services will be lifted, hairdressers, 

beauty parlours and other service providers can reopen. Catering facilities will not be allowed to serve customers locally, 

only for take-aways. For the time being, hotels will remain closed. Schools and kindergarten will reopen after all registered 

teachers get vaccinated from April 19.

István György, a state secretary of the Prime Minister’s Office, said that Hungary continued to be among Europe’s pacesetters 

in vaccinations, having administered over 778,000 jabs over the last seven days.

Hungary on Wednesday began the first stage of a gradual easing of coronavirus 
restrictions after passing 2.5 million vaccinations.

HUNGARY BEGINS LIFTING COVID RESTRICTIONS

Plenary session of parliament

Regular govt presser

Coronavirus updates

Stats office publishes Feb industry, 
foreign trade, CPI figures
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A Himalayan monal pheasant rooster, the Debrecen Zoo’s newest resident
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KOVÁCS: HUNGARY ONLY 
USES SAFE, EFFECTIVE 
VACCINES

Hungary only uses vaccines that have 

been approved by experts as safe 

and effective, the state secretary for 

international communications said. 

Zoltán Kovács said on Facebook that 

while the third wave of the coronavirus 

epidemic was raging all over the world, 

the international press and some 

foreign politicians “constantly feel 

inclined to criticise” Hungary’s vaccine 

procurements. Clément Beaune, 

secretary of state for European affairs 

in the French government, has “joined 

the line”, saying in a recent interview 

that Hungary was playing a “double 

game” by also procuring Eastern 

vaccines, he added. Kovács said the 

Eastern vaccines had to be bought 

as a result of Brussels’ mistakes in 

procurements. Thanks to this “double 

game”, more than 2.5 million people 

have been vaccinated in Hungary, 

twice as many in proportion to the 

population of the country as in France, 

he added.

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER: 
HUNGARY TO FOLLOW 
EMA ADVICE ON 
ASTRAZENECA JAB

Hungary will follow the European 

drug regulator’s advice on how to 

proceed with the use of AstraZeneca’s 

Covid-19 jab, the chief medical officer 

told an online press briefing. Speaking 

before the European Medicines 

Agency’s announcement that it has 

found a possible link between the 

vaccine and rare blood clots in some 

of its recipients, Cecília Müller noted 

that several countries have either 

suspended the use of the British-

Swedish drugmaker’s vaccine or are 

limiting its use to certain age groups 

because of the reports of the blood 

clots. Müller said that if the EMA 

issued an official opinion on the 

matter “the Hungarian authorities will 

take it into consideration and use it as 

a guideline when deciding how to 

proceed with the AstraZeneca jab.” 

The chief medical officer also thanked 

Hungary’s health-care professionals 

for their service on the occasion of 

World Health Day.

István György, a state secretary of 

the Prime Minister’s Office, told the 

same press briefing that Covid-19 

cases were down significantly 

within the groups that have been 

vaccinated, including among 

health-care workers and retirement 

home residents. Hungary has also 

vaccinated more than 100,000 of its 

teachers and will inoculate more of 

them this week, he said. The state 

secretary added, however, that the 

country’s vaccination drive was still 

heavily dependent on the limited 

supply of vaccines. Altogether 3.9 

million people have registered to 

get the vaccine so far, 1.6 million of 

whom have yet to receive their first 

shot, he said. Every single vaccine 

recipient brings Hungary closer to a 

return to normalcy, he said.

ALMOST 250,000 DOSES 
OF PFIZER-BIONTECH 
VACCINE DELIVERED  
TO HUNGARY

Almost 250,000 doses of the 

Covid-19 vaccine developed by 

Pfizer and BioNTech were delivered 

to Hungary on Wednesday, around 

50% more than the number of doses 

delivered during the last week of 

March, Pfizer’s Hungarian unit Pfizer 

Gyógyszerkereskedelmi said. With 

the latest shipment, the number of 

vaccine doses supplied by Pfizer to 

Hungary comes close to 1.7 million, 

they said. Pfizer has been delivering 

its Comirnaty vaccine to Hungary for 

more than two and a half months 

on schedule, on a weekly basis, they 

added. Pfizer has reliably delivered to 

Hungary the total amount of vaccine 

contracted for the first quarter 

and from the second quarter it will 

significantly increase the number 

of doses delivered to the country -- 

almost 1 million doses are expected 

to arrive in April alone, they said.

DOCTORS’ CHAMBER: 
‘REOPENING TOO SOON’

The board of the Hungarian Chamber 

of Doctors (MOK) said a reopening 

is starting too soon in the country, 

insisting that the epidemiological and 

health situation does not yet mandate 

an easing of pandemic rules. “We 

believe reopening has started too 

soon. We maintain the view that an 
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improvement in the epidemic data and 

a reduction in caseload on the health-

care system should be the preconditions 

for reopening rather than the current 

ratio of vaccinations,” MOK’s board said 

in a statement. The board noted that 

Hungary reported a record high number 

of Covid-19-related deaths for Tuesday, 

an increasing number of Covid patients 

in hospital and a stagnating high number 

of people needing ventilator support.

“Data suggest that the third wave 

is just peaking. Vaccination ensures a 

reassuring high degree of protection 

against the virus only after the seventh 

day following the second shot,” the 

board said. “In any earlier phase, after 

receiving the first shot, protection 

is only partial which means that 

transmission is still possible while the 

recipient develops a false sense of 

security.” The board said it supported 

extending the opening hours of 

shops and restricting the number of 

customers but considered the planned 

reopening of schools as a move coming 

“too early”. MOK’s board has asked the 

public to continue observing pandemic 

rules including limited visits to shops, 

public spaces and friends, as well as 

mask wearing, warning that “we are far 

from being over the third wave which 

has already taken a heavy toll on us.”

SZIJJÁRTÓ: EU FUNDING 
TO TRIPLE FOR BORDER 
PROTECTION IN CENTRAL 
ASIA 

Partly thanks to Hungarian lobbying, 

the European Union is launching 

a 21 million euro programme over 

5 years to fund border protection 

efforts in Central Asian countries, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said in 

Dushanbe. This is triple the funding 

of an earlier programme, Szijjártó 

said after talks with Tajik counterpart 

Sirodjidin Muhriddin. “We have made 

sure that the EU is launching a new 

programme with three times the 

funding of earlier schemes,” he said, 

adding that Tajikistan was among 

“the most important allies of the anti-

terrorism community”, especially 

in warding off security risks from 

Afghanistan. “Tajikistan’s border [with 

Afghanistan] is 1,344km long, and we 

have persistently called for substantial 

funding from the European Union for 

border protection in Tajikistan and 

in other Central Asian countries,” the 

minister said. “We Hungarians do not 

want more migration, terror attacks or 

extremist ideologies in the European 

Union.” 

“We are also lobbying the EU to 

renew its partnership agreement 

with Tajikistan and grant the country 

favourable economic and trade 

discounts,” he said. At a time when 

nearly the entire world is fighting the 

coronavirus pandemic, Tajikistan is 

one of the few fortunate countries, 

with the last infection registered 

in January, Szijjártó said. However, 

problems in health care and the 

economy should not obscure the 

security challenges the world has to 

face because of extremist ideologies, 

Islamist radicalism and the ensuing 

terrorism, he said. Those challenges 

are also the root causes of illegal 

migration which Europe has had to 

face since 2015, he added. Therefore, 

it is imperative that Tajikistan protect 

its borders, as its success has a direct 

effect on European security, Szijjártó 

said. As part of their anti-terrorism 

cooperation, Hungary and Tajikistan 

will sign an extradition agreement, 

Szijjártó said. Meanwhile, Hungary 

continues to support Tajikistan’s 

endeavour for membership of the UN 

Security Council in 2028-2029, and will 

continue to train Tajik military officers 

in Budapest where 15 Tajik officers 

have already graduated, he said. At the 

same time, Hungary is also committed 

to supporting stability in Afghanistan, 

and will continue to allocate 500,000 

US dollars annually to funding Afghan 

national security forces until 2024, he 

added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ IN TAJIKISTAN: 
EASTERN OPENING 
BENEFITS HUNGARY’S 
ECONOMY

Hungary’s policy of opening up to 

the East has boosted its economy, 

Péter Szijjártó, the minister of foreign 

affairs and trade, said at a meeting 

of businesspeople in Dushanbe. 

In Tajikistan, Richter is the largest 

European drug-maker and Hungarian 

water companies are among those 

making investments in the country, 

the minister said. The strategic move of 

Hungary’s Eastern opening has “made 

a big contribution to the Hungarian 

economy’s good performance”, he 
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said, adding that Hungarian exports 

had increased by 27% over the past 

five years, and exports to the East 

had broken records. Szijjártó said that 

furthermore, most new investments 

in Hungary in the last seven years had 

come from China and South Korea. 

Notwithstanding the coronavirus 

epidemic, Hungarian exports were 

worth 104 billion euros last year, 

putting Hungary’s export performance 

34th in the world, even when is ranked 

93rd by population. The minister said 

Hungary-Tajikistan political relations 

were “settled” and neither country 

interfered in the other’s domestic 

affairs, adding that person-to-person 

relationships were being developed, 

with the Hungarian state providing 

scholarships to 20 Tajik students each 

year. This year 71 students already 

applied for 20 university places, 

he noted. Szijjártó said Hungary’s 

Eximbank is opening a 30 million US 

dollar credit line to foster ties between 

Tajik and Hungarian companies. Also, 

as part of the country’s “flagship” 

project, a large Hungarian company 

-- in this case drug-maker Gedeon 

Richter -- is investing in Tajikistan to 

be followed by a flotilla of smaller 

companies. Szijjártó is heading a 

delegation of representatives of 

Richter, the food industry, as well as 

electronics and water management 

companies to Central Asia, including 

Tajikistan.

Speaking later at the opening of a 

consulate in Dushanbe, Szijjártó said 

Hungary wanted to give new impetus 

to relations with Tajikistan from which 

both countries can benefit. Success 

cannot be achieved without proper 

presence and representation, which 

is why Hungary has decided to open 

a consulate in the Tajik capital, he said. 

The primary task of the office will be 

to promote the development of 

economic, inter-company and trade 

relations, he added. The two countries 

will celebrate the 30th anniversary of 

establishing diplomatic links next year. 

“We have always based our relations on 

mutual respect and common goals,” 

Szijjártó said.

The Hungarian government 

launched the policy of opening 

to the East 11 years ago and it has 

been an unwavering success, he 

said. Hungary has profited a great 

deal from this strategy in all areas 

of life and the strategy pays special 

attention to central Asia, partly 

because of the serious opportunities 

resulting from economic growth and 

partly because of security aspects, he 

added. If central European countries 

are successful in the fight against 

terrorism and extremist ideologies, this 

contributes to the security of Europe, 

Szijjártó said. “We greatly appreciate 

Tajikistan’s counter-terrorism activities 

and its efforts to protect the common 

border with Afghanistan. Hungary 

also protects the external border of 

the EU against illegal migration and 

we know precisely that it requires 

great efforts to protect a country’s 

own sovereignty and security at the 

borders. This is why we have lobbied at 

the EU for increased financial support 

to Tajikistan,” he said.

HUNGARY RECORDS 311 
CORONAVIRUS FATALITIES, 
1,933 NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 311 patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 1,933 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said on Wednesday. So far 2,536,751 

people have received a first jab, while 

1,005,936 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections has 

risen to 252,115, while hospitals are 

caring for 12,202 Covid patients, 1,407 

of whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 47,578 people in official 

quarantine, while 4,795,584 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 693,676 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 22,409. Fully 419,152 people 

have made a recovery. So far, most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed 

by the counties of Győr-Moson-Sopron, 

Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén and Hajdú-

Bihar.

JUSTICE MINISTER: EU 
POLITICIANS CAN’T STAND 
TO LOSE

Certain European Union politicians, 

with Vice President of the European 

Commission Věra Jourová in the lead, 

“are behaving like bad kids who simply 

can’t stand to lose in a fair competition,” 

so they are creating more and more 

rules until the point they can finally 

win, Justice Minister Judit Varga said. 
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Varga said on Facebook that Jourová 

had “shared her favourite passion at 

Easter as well by slandering Hungarian 

democracy, this time in an interview 

with a German magazine”. “That was 

the case with the Article 7 procedure 

and so it is now with the rule of law 

mechanism,” she added. Varga said 

“Hungarian democracy is doing great 

but we have enough of the constant 

slanders of the Brussels bubble. 

Especially of Ms. Jourova constantly 

running the same malicious and 

unnecessary circles”. “But as they say: the 

pitcher will go to the well...,” she added.

FIDESZ OFFICIAL: 
HUNGARY SUPPORTS 
‘INDIGENOUS NATIONAL 
MINORITIES’

Hungary must continue to support 

“indigenous national minorities” 

in Europe, the (ruling Fidesz) head 

of parliament’s national cohesion 

committee said. Parliament on 

Wednesday is debating a resolution 

on Hungary joining a solidarity 

movement in support of the Minority 

SafePack European citizens’ initiative, 

Károly Pánczél said. The European 

Commission rejected SafePack 

despite 1.1 million valid signatures 

collected in support of the initiative 

in eleven countries, he noted. The 

collection of signatures started 

in 2017, organised by the Federal 

Union of European Nationalities 

(FUEN) and the Democratic Alliance 

of Hungarians in Romania. It was 

supported by Hungarian parliament’s 

national cohesion committee and by 

parliament. The citizens’ committee of 

the Minority SafePack ECI has turned 

to the General Court of the European 

Union with a request to annul the EC’s 

decision on the initiative.

LMP: GOVT BUILDING 
PARALLEL POWER 
STRUCTURE

The opposition LMP accused the 

government of building parallel power 

structures by “outsourcing decision 

making and a substantial amount of 

public funds, and explaining it with 

mendacious reasoning.” László Lóránt 

Keresztes, the party’s parliamentary 

group leader, told an online press 

conference that many of the proposals 

submitted to this week’s parliamentary 

session aimed to create foundations 

that would handle monies outsourced 

from public funds, and which would 

be given the right to decision making 

so far preserved for the government. 

Keresztes cited the setting up of the 

Supervising Authority of Regulated 

Activities as an example. Under the 

proposal to be discussed by parliament 

this week, the new authority would 

have oversight over the trade of 

tobacco products, judicial execution, 

the gambling industry, the regulation of 

absolvent companies, and other areas 

traditionally under the purview of the 

justice, finance and economy ministries, 

Keresztes said. Those issues will now 

belong to an authority “headed by a 

leader loyal to the current government, 

elected for nine years”, he added.

The most “weighty” proposal 

is the organisation of the entire 

Hungarian higher education under 

private foundations where they will 

operate under political leadership, 

Keresztes said. “The true aim of the 

government is to ensure its powers 

over development funds,” he said. 

Keresztes said putting important 

state institutions under political 

leadership was not national policy or 

even responsible conduct. Rather, it 

represents “gobbling up the future of 

younger generations” and should be 

combatted at every step, he said.

SOCIALIST MEP: GOVT 
‘TURNING HEALTH-
CARE QUALITY INTO A 
SOVEREIGNTY ISSUE’

István Ujhelyi, an opposition Socialist 

MEP, slammed the government for not 

planning to cooperate in shaping the 

common European Union health-care 

policy, and accused the government 

of “turning quality of health care into 

a sovereignty issue”. Ujhelyi, who 

sits on the European Parliament’s 

public health committee, told a 

press conference on Wednesday, 

marking World Health Day, that he 

had written a letter to Ildikó Horváth, 

the state secretary for health care, 

asking how the government planned 

to join the EU’s European health-care 

union. He was “stunned to learn”, he 

added, that the government had 

not wanted an input into health-

care competencies laid down in 

the EU’s founding document or to 
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participate in programmes shaping 

common health-care policy.  Ujhelyi 

said the government was “yet again” 

framing living up to higher, European 

standards as a sovereignty issue. 

“The government doesn’t want the 

weaknesses of Hungarian health care 

to show in European comparison 

on indicators such as nosocomial 

infections,” he said. It is in the interest 

of Hungarian citizens and health-care 

employees that Hungary participates 

in the programme of the European 

health-care union, Ujhelyi said.

KOPINT-TÁRKI RAISES GDP 
FORECAST TO 4.5% IN 2021

Economic research institute Kopint-

Tárki has raised its forecast for 

Hungary’s economic growth in 2021 to 

4.5% from its December projection of 

3.5%. Éva Palócz, the think tank’s head, 

said economic growth in 2021 will 

partly result from a base effect, with 

a rebound of around 10% expected 

in the second quarter. In 2022, Kopint-

Tárki forecasts GDP growth of 4.5%. 

Meanwhile, it expects CPI to accelerate 

to 3.7% this year from 3.3% in 2020.

HUNGARY FEB GUEST 
NIGHTS DOWN 90% 

Guest nights spent in Hungarian tourist 

accommodations in February fell by an 

annual 89.7% to 181,000, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. Nights 

spent by domestic tourists dropped 

by 85.7% to 123,000, while those spent 

by foreign visitors declined by 93.5% 

to 58,000. Revenue was down 89.6% to 

3.5 billion forints (EUR 9.7m).

NUMBER OF REMOTE 
WORKERS GROWS  
THREE-FOLD IN 2020

The number of remote and home 

office workers grew three-fold in 

Hungary in 2020, to 8.6% from 2.9% 

on average in the past decade, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said. 

The number of home office workers 

jumped after the emergence of the 

coronavirus pandemic last year. 

Their number, which was around 

100,000 in February 2020, grew three-

fold by March that year, peaking in 

May, with 17% of all employees, 

or 760,000 people, working from 

home. In February 2021, 482,000 

people worked from home, which 

comes to 11% of the workforce, KSH 

said. Women, urbanites and the 25-

44 age group are overrepresented 

among home office workers. A vast 

majority, 77% of those in home office, 

are university graduates, KSH said. 

Fully 10% of workers of companies 

with more than 50 employees and 

11% of the employees of state-

owned companies have taken up 

the opportunity to work at home, 

KSH said.


