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“Two and a half million Hungarians vaccinated. Shops and services can reopen!” the prime minister said in a video message posted 

on Facebook. “We have lived our lives now for a year in wartime-like conditions under restrictions, curfews and personal loss. 

The virus has waged a war against us and the only weapons with which we can win that struggle are the vaccines,” Orbán said.

The prime minister noted that Hungary had inoculated 2.5 times more people last month than in the preceding month. 

He said the vaccination campaign would continue at a similar pace. “This allows the reopening of shops and services from 

tomorrow on,” Orbán said. He added, however, that anti-pandemic measures would remain in place and asked people to 

duly observe them.

The prime minister thanked doctors and nurses for their work and repeatedly asked Hungarians to register and get vaccinated. 

“Hungary can be, Hungary will be the European country where everybody gets a vaccine the fastest. Every life matters to 

us!”, Orbán said.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán announced on Tuesday afternoon that the number of 
people inoculated in Hungary reached 2.5 million so shops and services can reopen 
from Wednesday.

ORBÁN: 2.5 M JABBES, RE-OPENING ON WEDNESDAY

Coronavirus updates

Shops, services to reopen

Parliament hold plenary session

Stats office report on commercial 
lodgings in Feb 2021
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SZIJJÁRTÓ MEETS KAZAKH 
COUNTERPART

Cooperation between Hungary and 

Kazakhstan is a good example of the 

success of Hungary’s eastern opening 

policy, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said after meeting his Kazakh 

counterpart, Mukhtar Tleuberdi. At a 

joint press conference after the talks 

in Nur-Sultan, Szijjártó said the two 

countries were striving to improve 

their ties, rather than “lecturing 

each other and interfering with each 

other’s internal affairs”. International 

cooperation has never been as 

important as during the coronavirus 

pandemic, Szijjártó said, noting that 

Hungarian exports to Kazakhstan 

grew by 58% last year, and reached 

165 million dollars. In the same 

period, world trade contracted by 

9%, he said. The Hungarian Eximbank 

has opened a 170 million dollar credit 

line to help finance cooperation 

between Hungarian and Kazakh 

companies, Szijjártó said. It is also 

opening a branch in Nur-Sultan, he 

added. Among Hungarian successes 

in Kazakhstan, Szijjártó noted that 

pharma company Richter is now 

selling 98 medicines in the country. A 

Hungarian company is also building 

the cooling unit of a power plant 

in the country, in an investment 

coming to 4 million dollars, he said. 

Hungary continuously exports 

beef to Kazakhstan, and is about 

to start exporting corn, he added. 

Hungarian professionals are also 

involved in developing the Kazakh 

stock exchange, he said. Hungary 

also plans to join the Eurasian 

Development Bank, to expand 

financing options for Hungarian 

companies in the region, he said. 

Discount airline Wizz Air is going 

to restart its flights from Budapest 

to Nur-Sultan in June, he noted. 

Altogether 250 grants are offered to 

Kazakh students wishing to study at 

Hungarian universities, bringing their 

numbers above 1,000, he added. 

Nur-Sultan’s Eurasian University is 

opening a Hungarian lectorate on 

Tuesday, and will start teaching 

Hungarian next September, he said. 

Kazakhstan is one of the main players 

in developing the European Union’s 

Eurasian ties, Szijjártó said. Hungary 

is fully committed to developing 

that cooperation, and supports 

easing visa restrictions with the 

country, he said. Szijjártó also praised 

the work of Kairat Abdrahmanov, 

commissioner for minority rights 

at the Organization for Security 

and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 

and former Kazakh foreign minister. 

Abdrahmanov “grasps the constant 

infringement on the rights of the 

Hungarian minority in Ukraine,” he 

said.

Tleurbedi called Hungary a close 

ally and Kazakhstan’s only strategic 

partner in central and eastern Europe. 

He thanked Hungary for aiding 400 

Kazakhs to return home at the start 

of the coronavirus pandemic, and the 

humanitarian aid provided by Richter 

in December.

SZIJJÁRTÓ MADE 
HONORARY PROFESSOR 
AT TOP KAZAKHSTAN 
UNIVERSITY

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó was awarded the title 

of honorary professor at Nur-

Sultan’s LN Gumilyov Eurasian 

National University in Kazakhstan. 

In his acceptance speech, Szijjártó 

expressed his pleasure at the 

chance to represent a country 

that is proud of its heritage and 

culture. Hungary, too respects 

countries with rich cultures, he 

said, adding that this mutual respect 

provided “the perfect foundation” 

for the continued development 

of Hungarian-Kazakh relations. 

The minister said Hungary was 

proud of its shared historical and 

cultural heritage with central 

Asian countries. He added that 

Hungarians were regarded as 

“either the easternmost western 

people or the westernmost eastern 

people”. Whereas this view had 

been considered condescending 

in the past, today it is taken as 

a compliment, Szijjártó said. 

Cooperation between Hungary 

and Kazakhstan is based on mutual 

sympathy, he said, adding that 

in order to further develop their 

bilateral ties, the two countries 

needed to develop the relations 

between their people. The best 

way to do this, he said, was through 

education.
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Szijjártó said Hungary was proud 

that under an agreement signed on 

Tuesday, the LN Gumilyov Eurasian 

National University will begin 

teaching Hungarian in September. 

The LN Gumilyov Eurasian National 

University has ties with Gödöllő’s 

Szent István University and the 

University of Szeged. Asked about 

the future of Hungarian-Chinese 

relations and Hungary’s strategic 

plans at a press conference after the 

ceremony, Szijjártó said Hungary 

maintained a pragmatic cooperation 

with China based on common sense, 

mutual interests and respect.

China is one of Hungary’s, and 

Europe’s most important investors 

and trading partners, Szijjártó said, 

adding that he regarded the dispute 

about cooperation with that country 

“hypocrisy”. “Countries that are the 

loudest in criticising Hungary for its 

pragmatic cooperation with China 

are the ones that would strike in 

secret the biggest deals with that 

country,” he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: TURKIC 
ACADEMY ‘EXCELLENT 
PLATFORM’ OF HUNGARY-
KAZAKH COOPERATION

Cooperation between Hungary and 

Kazakhstan rests on a solid base and 

the International Turkic Academy 

serves as an “excellent platform” of 

it, Foreign Minister Peter Szijjártó said 

at the academy in the Kazakh capital.

Szijjártó said in a speech that “the 

deep relations built with mutual trust 

rest on the two nations’ insistence on 

their cultural identity”.

He highlighted Hungary’s immense 

efforts towards building closer 

cooperation with member states 

of the Turkic Council since it was 

admitted to the International Turkic 

Academy three years ago. Hungary 

has built a strategic partnership 

with each member of the Council 

and has opened a representative 

office in each of those countries, 

Szijjártó said, adding that the Turkic 

Council has also opened an office in 

Budapest. The minister underlined 

the importance of further boosting 

relations and stated Hungary’s 

support for establishing a Turkic 

Investment Fund and an Investment 

Bank. Szijjártó said excellent relations 

with the Turkic Council member 

states “has been a great help” to 

Hungary’s Eastern opening policy 

which he qualified as “an economic 

and political success story over the 

past ten years”. Szijjártó said stable 

inter-personal relations also were a 

pillar of cooperation which he said 

was reflected in the number of youth, 

namely 4,938, who have applied for a 

Hungarian university scholarship from 

the Turkic Council member states. 

In the context of the coronavirus 

pandemic, he called the fact more 

than “symbolic” that Hungary is the 

only EU member state to use Eastern 

as well as Western vaccines “to save 

the life and health of its own citizens”. 

The Hungarian foreign minister was 

presented the Gold Medal awarded 

to him by the Academy.

DK TO FILE PUBLIC 
DATA REQUEST ON 
HOSPITAL DEATHS DUE TO 
VENTILATOR SHORTAGE 

The opposition Democratic 

Coalition said it is filing a request 

for public data with Hungary’s 

national health insurance fund 

NEAK on the number of elderly 

Covid-19 hospital patients who 

have died due to a shortage of 

ventilators. In an online press 

conference, DK’s parliamentary 

spokesman Zoltán Varga cited the 

deputy head of the Trade Union 

of Hungarian Medical Doctors as 

telling commercial news channel 

ATV that certain hospitals could 

not place their 65-70-year-old 

patients on ventilators because of 

all the young patients requiring 

respiratory assistance. Varga said 

the coronavirus was “only an 

accomplice” in Hungary’s Covid 

fatalities, insisting that it was 

primarily the government’s “anti-

health-care policies of the last ten 

years” that were to blame for the 

death toll. He said Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán and members of his 

government would need to be held 

accountable “for the tragedies they 

have caused” if a new government 

came into power. Ruling Fidesz said 

in reaction that “the Gyurcsány-led 

left wing” was once again attacking 

protective ef forts against the 

coronavirus epidemic. The party 

said in a statement that DK’s claims 
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were “nonsense and once again 

lashing up sentiments’.

“The left wing started fabricating 

fake news, fake videos and 

fake extras and attacking the 

professionals involved in defence 

already during the first wave of the 

epidemic. Now they are once again 

doing the same. We are asking the 

left wing at least not to hinder 

protection if they refuse to help,” 

Fidesz said.

HUNGARY RECORDS 170 
COVID FATALITIES, 1,890 
NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 170 patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over 

the past 24 hours, while 1,890 

new infections were registered, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Tuesday. 

So far 2,432,313 people have received 

a first jab, while 922,886 have been 

fully vaccinated. The number of 

active infections has risen to 251,077, 

while hospitals are caring for 12,007 

Covid patients, 1,440 of whom need 

respiratory assistance. There are 

44,172 people in official quarantine, 

while 4,783,383 tests have been 

officially carried out. Since the first 

outbreak, 691,743 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 22,098. Fully 418,568 people 

have made a recovery. So far, most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed 

by the counties of Győr-Moson-

Sopron, Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén and 

Hajdú-Bihar.

ÁDER, CLIMATE 
RESEARCHER DISCUSS 
SCIENCE-DEMOCRACY 
RELATIONSHIP  
IN PODCAST

President János Áder, in his latest 

environmental Blue Planet podcast, 

discussed the relationship between 

science and democracy, the level of 

commitment of visionary leaders, 

and other issues with climate 

researcher Diána Ürge-Vorsatz. 

Continuing his discussion with 

Ürge-Vorsatz, a member of the 

United Nations Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 

from last month, Áder underscored 

the importance of prevention 

efforts when it comes to the fight 

against climate change. For every 

dollar invested, 6 dollars’ worth of 

damage from climate change can be 

prevented, the president said.

Ürge-Vorsatz said the situation 

was similar when it came to the 

coronavirus pandemic, arguing 

that the pandemic could have been 

stopped had countries listened to 

scientists and kept restrictions in 

place longer. Whereas lockdown 

measures were effective in curbing 

the spread of the virus in places 

like Taiwan, New Zealand, Australia, 

Vietnam and Thailand, “the most 

prosperous democracies” had 

deemed the sacrifices recommended 

by experts to be too great, she said. 

Today, however, it can be said that the 

damage caused by the pandemic far 

exceeds the losses that would have 

been incurred from longer lockdowns, 

she added. Ürge-Vorsatz said that 

as a scientist, she would make the 

Covid-19 vaccine mandatory, arguing 

that doing so would be in society’s 

interest. The world is now dealing 

with a more contagious mutation 

of the virus, she said, adding that a 

higher inoculation rate was required 

to achieve herd immunity.

AUDIT OFFICE: HUNGARY 
HIGHER EDUCATION 
BECOMING MORE 
COMPETITIVE

Changes made to Hungary’s higher 

education system since 2012 have 

brought programmes offered by 

universities and colleges more in line 

with the needs of the market, thus making 

the sector more competitive, according 

to a fresh study by the State Audit Office 

(ÁSZ). The steps needed to improve the 

competitiveness of the country’s higher 

education system were established in 

strategic documents compiled in 2014 

and 2016, ÁSZ said. It said the “quality-

controlled sectoral operation” of 

Hungary’s higher education institutions 

had been made possible by the 

activities of the Hungarian Accreditation 

Committee, the introduction of “higher 

education programmes of excellence” 

as well as the quality measurements 

introduced in certain areas of the sector. 

It added, however, that the independent 

and systemic assessment of the quality of 

education at the various institutions had 

not been ensured.
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IMF RAISES GDP GROWTH 
FORECAST FOR HUNGARY

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

raised its projection for Hungary’s 

GDP growth this year to 4.3% in its 

fresh World Economic Outlook. The 

projection was raised from 3.9% in the 

previous forecast released last October. 

Hungary’s economy contracted by 5% 

in 2020. The IMF sees Hungary’s GDP 

growth rising to 5.9% in 2022. The 

IMF projects average annual inflation 

will pick up to 3.6% this year before 

decelerating to 3.5% in 2022. The 

projection is up from 3.4% forecast in 

October. It sees the unemployment 

rate dropping to 3.8% in 2021 and 

to 3.5% in 2022. The current account 

deficit is set to widen from 0.2% to 0.4% 

of GDP this year before narrowing to 

0.3% in 2022.

HUNGARY-SLOVAKIA 
INTERCONNECTORS START 
COMMERCIAL OPERATION

Two interconnectors between the 

electricity networks of Hungary 

and Slovakia started commercial 

operation on Monday, doubling 

cross-border delivery volume, the 

Hungarian Energy and Public Utilities 

Regulatory Office (MEKH) said. One 

of the 400kV lines connects the 

substation Gönyű, in Hungary, to 

the hydroelectric power plant in 

Gabčíkovo (Bős), Slovakia. The other 

runs between Rimavská Sobota 

(Rimaszombat), Slovakia, and the 

Hungarian settlement of Sajóivánka. 

MEKH chairman Péter János Horváth 

said the interconnectors would boost 

Hungary’s cross-border capacity 

along its longest frontier and in the 

high-volume north-south direction, 

supporting delivery of electricity 

generated from renewable resources, 

too. He called the interconnectors 

a “significant step” in ensuring the 

energy supply of both countries, 

adding that they play “an important 

role” in shaping Europe’s integrated 

electricity market.

FIRE KILLS ONE AT 
BUDAPEST HOSPITAL

One person died of injuries sustained 

in a fire in Budapest’s St Margit 

hospital, the official website of the 

police said. The fire erupted early 

in the morning on Tuesday, police.

hu said. Furniture combusted in an 

8sqm area of which the police have 

evacuated two people, the website 

said. One of them died later on 

Tuesday, it said. The storey where 

the fire erupted was evacuated, and 

firefighters extinguished the fire 

before it could spread to other wards, 

the national disaster management 

authority said earlier.

IN HUNGARY, A VESTIGE 
OF ANALOGUE AGE COMES 
TO AN END

State-owned Hungarian postal 

company Magyar Posta said it will 

cease domestic telegram service on 

April 30, after 174 years. Magyar Posta 

said demand for the service has fallen 

sharply in recent decades: 30 years 

earlier, some 8 million telegrams were 

sent annually; last year, just 23,000 

telegrams were delivered. Telegram 

service has been discontinued in 

a number of European countries, 

including Austria, the Czech Republic, 

Germany, the Netherlands, France and 

Slovenia, it added.


