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The cardinal said Jesus “thanked his Father while preparing for torture and death” at the Last Supper. Erdő said that during 

the past year of the pandemic ties between people had been strengthened in spite of physical isolation. “It has become 

natural for people to pay more attention to each other,” he said. Erdő said he was not afraid that people would “get 

unaccustomed to going to church” and that he was seeing “just the opposite”. Bishop Zoltán Balog, head of the synod 

of the Hungarian Reformed Church, said that this year believers may experience “the sense of despair and pain of Good 

Friday, as well as the resurrection and the hope of a new life on a deeper level”. Referring to pastors visiting Covid patients 

in hospital, Balog said that current times were “shocking and difficult”, and he quoted the prophet Jeremiah as saying that 

“death has climbed in through our windows”. 

Bishop Tamás Fabiny, the head of the Hungarian Evangelical Lutheran Church, told MTI that Jesus is stronger than church 

walls and can speak to people in quarantine just as he did to his disciples.

God “faithfully loves man, especially in troubled times,” Cardinal Péter Erdő, the head of 
the Hungarian Catholic Church, told MTI on Saturday, celebrating Easter.

CHURCH LEADERS CELEBRATE EASTER

Coronavirus updates

Presser on village economy re-
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Cardinal Péter Erdő celebrates Easter mass in Budapest
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ORBÁN: HUNGARY 
‘HEADING FOR FREEDOM’ 

By April 13, the number of Hungarians 

inoculated against Covid-19 could reach 

3 million, “allowing a new opportunity 

for people to return to their earlier 

ways of life,” the prime minister said 

in an interview. Speaking to public 

broadcaster Kossuth Rádió, Viktor 

Orbán warned however that people 

should continue to be careful and 

observe coronavirus-related regulations 

during the Easter holidays. Outlining 

the coronavirus situation, he noted 

that 260 people died over the past 

24 hours, while the number of new 

infections exceeded 9,000. On Friday, 

the number of Hungarians who have 

received a single shot reached 2,156,680, 

while 863,000 are now fully inoculated. 

By the weekend, the number of single-

shot recipients will reach 2.4 million, 

while that number will be 3 million a 

week later and over 3.5 million in two 

weeks’ time, he added. Orbán said the 

ratio of Covid sufferers, the amount of 

vaccines available and the number of 

vaccinated “will improve nicely” in the 

next few weeks. In two or three weeks’ 

time, he added, the country would 

reach a tipping point when vaccinations 

have a palpable impact on the number 

of fatalities and new infections. The 

vaccination process, he said, would 

speed up as more vaccines arrive in 

the country, adding that hopefully 

shipments from the West would arrive 

more predictably than before. “April 13, 

give or take a day, could be the point at 

which we have exceeded three million 

[who have received a single shot of 

vaccine], allowing us to take another 

step towards a return to our earlier way 

of life,” he said. 

“One or two days after Easter”, 2.5 

million Hungarians will have received 

their first shots, and the opening 

hours of shops and services could 

be extended, he said. He noted that 

the relevant decree has already been 

published, allowing businesses over 

two weeks to make preparations to 

reopen. On April 19, kindergartens, 

and primary and secondary schools 

will be reopened, Orbán said. The next 

step will be taken when the vaccinated 

number reaches 3-3.5 million, he said, 

adding that he would provide details 

next Friday. Orbán warned Hungarians 

to hold back from their customary Easter 

gatherings and observe the restrictions, 

otherwise “Easter could lead to big 

trouble”. People who have already been 

inoculated can move more freely and 

visit their families, he said, but others 

should “take care of themselves and 

those they may infect”. A lockdown will 

not stop the virus, Orbán said, arguing 

that the British variant could only be 

slowed down.  Some Western countries, 

he said, were not using the Russian and 

Chinese vaccines and lagged behind 

Hungary. “Germans, Austrians, and the 

French had better introduce restrictions 

now,” he added.  While the Hungarian 

government decided to use “any vaccine 

the Hungarians deem safe and effective, 

whatever its name”, Western Europe 

“has maintained a superior attitude 

from colonial times” and its countries 

“want to prove that they can resolve 

the problem on their own.” But when 

the crisis is over “they will see that some 

70% of the world used Eastern vaccines 

and 30%, at the most, were inoculated 

with Western ones.” Orbán said “the anti-

vaxxer campaign is a sin” and insisted 

that “those convinced by the left wing 

to reject the shot could die”. He said that 

81% of the registered Hungarians older 

than 65 had been vaccinated, leaving 

250,000 in that group to be inoculated 

“in the next few days”. So far 3.7 million 

Hungarians have registered, Orbán said, 

adding that Hungary was “doing well” 

in terms of its vaccine procurement. 

“Theoretically we could reach a point 

when there is more vaccine than people 

registered,” he said. Orbán said he had 

asked the central coronavirus board if 

young people in the 16-18 age group 

can be inoculated. “If people see that 

certain services and opportunities for 

a happy community life” are tied to 

vaccination certificates, this could “push 

up” the number of people registering for 

the vaccine as “more people will think it 

worth getting vaccinated.” 

The prime minister said doctors 

and nurses “are our heroes”, whose 

efforts were appreciated by the whole 

country. “Everybody should respect 

them and not talk about a collapsing 

health-care system because this would 

be degrading their work,” Orbán said. 

“It is Good Friday, a day of quiet, but 

Sunday will bring resurrection ... even 

amid our troubles we should believe 

there will be resurrection ... there will 

be a Hungarian resurrection. We are 

heading towards freedom.”
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HUNGARY RECORDS 213 
CORONAVIRUS FATALITIES, 
3,874 NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 213 patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 3,874 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Monday. So far 2,362,839 

people have received a first jab, while 

913,012 have been fully vaccinated. The 

number of active infections has risen to 

249,841, while hospitals are caring for 

11,806 Covid patients, 1,451 of whom 

need respiratory assistance. There are 

50,052 people in official quarantine, 

while 4,772,189 tests have been 

officially carried out. Since the first 

outbreak, 689,853 infections have been 

registered, while fatalities have risen to 

21,928. Fully 418,084 people have made 

a recovery. So far, most infections have 

been registered in Budapest and Pest 

County, followed by the counties of 

Gyor-Moson-Sopron, Borsod-Abauj-

Zemplen and Hajdu-Bihar.

SZLÁVIK: VACCINATING 
2.5M COULD CHANGE 
COURSE OF PANDEMIC

Vaccinating 2.5 million Hungarians 

could change the course of the 

pandemic, but “there must be many, 

many more inoculations before we can 

sit back”, the chief infectious disease 

specialist at Budapest’s South Pest 

Central Hospital told public media on 

Monday. Dr János Szlávik said it was 

thought early in the pandemic that 

herd immunity could be achieved by 

vaccinating 60-70% of the public, but 

the appearance of virus mutations, 

especially the British variant, now 

means 70-80% may need to be 

inoculated to stop the pandemic. 

He said more Hungarians want to 

get their Covid jabs as more of them 

see the serious consequences of the 

disease.  Hungary’s vaccination rollout 

is progressing well, and more and more 

demographic groups can be called in 

for inoculation, he said, auguring a 

possible return to normal routines, in 

many respects, by the summer. He said 

there had been many new infections in 

recent days, and the number of Covid 

deaths was still “very high”. Szlávik said 

it could become clear in the course 

of the week whether the third wave 

would plateau. He said post-Covid 

syndrome, involving issues such as 

coughing, fever, headaches or memory 

loss, could affect around 30% of people 

who recover from the coronavirus, as 

opposed to the 10-15% previously 

estimated.

KTK: HUNGARY TO 
VACCINATE 2.5M BY WEDS 
MORNING

The number of people vaccinated 

in Hungary is expected to reach 

2.5 million - a threshold that will 

trigger a gradual easing of pandemic 

restrictions - by midnight on Tuesday 

or Wednesday morning at the latest, 

the government information centre 

(KTK) said. Interior Minister Sándor 

Pintér must establish the 2.5 million 

mark has been reached in a resolution, 

after which time government decree 

number 144 will come into force, 

KTK said. The decree will shorten the 

nighttime curfew by two hours from 

10:00 pm until 5:00 am; it will extend 

business hours to between 5:00 in the 

morning and 9:30 at night; and it will 

allow businesses that were shuttered 

from March 8 to contain the spread of 

the coronavirus to re-open, but with 

the number of customers limited to 

one for every ten square metres. The 

decree will not affect the ban on dining 

in at restaurants and recreational stays 

at hotels. Schools and kindergartens 

will re-open on April 19, after educators 

and staff have been inoculated, KTK 

said.

ÁDER TO POLITICIANS: 
REFRAIN FROM STRIVING 
FOR POLITICAL GAIN AMID 
PANDEMIC

The act of striving for political gain 

amid the coronavirus pandemic “is 

immoral, inhuman and unacceptable”, 

János Áder said in a Good Friday 

speech broadcast on public media. 

“Now is not the time for self-serving 

political games,” the president said. If 

politicians cannot help, then at least 

they should do no harm, he added. 

Áder called on Hungarians to avoid 

medical and political charlatans on 

the internet and to heed the advice 

of health professionals and get 

vaccinated instead.

Meanwhile, he appealed to 

epidemiologists to “overcome 
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immoral attacks” on them and focus 

on defeating the epidemic. 

The president said that hopefully 

“if everyone does their bit, we can 

prepare for a new beginning” when 

Pentecost, the next holiday, arrives. Áder 

also warned against “self-appointed 

virologists” who seeded doubt in 

people’s minds regarding vaccines 

and claimed that it would be better to 

catch the virus than to get inoculated. 

The president advised waverers to 

ask themselves whether they wanted 

to avoid the disease and its serious 

consequences, protect their families, 

and have restrictions lifted as soon as 

possible. Vaccination, he added, was the 

means to these ends while helping to 

prevent further epidemics.

OPPOSITION PARTY 
ALLIANCE URGES 
EVERYBODY TO GET 
VACCINATED

The alliance of opposition parties 

encouraged everyone to get vaccinated 

against the coronavirus in a video 

posted on Facebook on Monday. 

Ágnes Kunhalmi, the Socialists’ co-

chair, pressed every Hungarian to get 

their Covid jabs. “This is the only way 

we’ll beat the coronavirus and get 

our lives back,” she said. Momentum 

leader András Fekete-Győr said the 

responsibility for what has happened 

in Hungary during the pandemic lies 

with the Orbán government, with 

its “unrestricted power”. “Fidesz is to 

blame for more than 4,000 health-

care workers leaving hospitals at the 

peak of the pandemic,” he added. 

Párbeszéd co-leader Tímea Szabó 

said Prime Minister Viktor Orbán is to 

blame for the number of Covid deaths, 

relative to population, reaching global 

highs in Hungary. Instead of taking 

speedy and efficient measures to 

slow the spread of the virus, she said 

“universities were privatised under 

the cover of night, and hundreds of 

billions were shoveled into the pockets 

of cronies, into private foundations, 

into sport, into the Dubai world expo 

or into [Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt] 

Semjén’s hunting exhibition”. LMP co-

head Máté Kanász-Nagy said “the Orbán 

government and its strawmen profited 

during the pandemic” as money 

flowed into “foundations slurping up 

public funding, the hunting expo, and 

hobby football in Felcsút, while more 

than 20,000 Hungarian families were 

touched by tragedy”. Jobbik chairman 

Péter Jakab said doctors and nurses 

had “asked in vain for assistance as 

hundreds of thousands ended up on 

the streets, children were orphaned 

and businesses declared bankruptcy 

en masse”. “Even Viktor Orbán and his 

government cannot take away from us 

the opportunity to encourage people 

to get vaccinated,” Democratic Coalition 

head Ferenc Gyurcsány said at the 

close of the video. “The opposition 

party alliance asks everybody to get 

vaccinated,” he added.

Responding to the video in a 

statement sent to MTI, governing 

Fidesz said left-wing parties continue 

to collect signatures against the Chinese 

and Russian Covid vaccines. Fidesz said 

that while left-wing parties are talking 

others out of getting inoculated, their 

politicians “are lining up to get jabs”. 

Fidesz added that one of the left-wing’s 

local government representatives, who 

didn’t accept the available Chinese 

vaccine, then got sick and died, was “the 

victim of the irresponsible campaign” 

of left-wing parties. “Without Eastern 

vaccines, one million fewer people 

would be inoculated in Hungary 

because of the slow pace of Brussels’ 

vaccine deliveries,” Fidesz said. Fidesz 

asked left-wing parties to “cease their 

collection of signatures against vaccines 

and their rash slandering of hospitals 

and clinics”.

ORBÁN: HUNGARY, ITALY, 
POLAND HAVE JOINT 
PLANS FOR FUTURE

Christian Democrats are currently not 

properly represented in European 

politics “so we are making efforts 

to have their voices heard”, Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán said after talks 

with Matteo Salvini, the head of Italy’s 

right-wing ruling party Lega, and Polish 

Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki in 

Budapest on Thursday. Orbán, who is 

also the head of ruling Fidesz, said that 

they had discussed the most important 

issues for their respective countries 

and concluded that there were no 

topics where a consensus could not 

be reached or where the interests of 

their nations conflicted. Orbán said 

they had agreed to get involved in the 

debates about the future of Europe and 

prepare a programme to this effect in 
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the next few weeks. “The debate will 

be a good opportunity to promote 

and strengthen our values in Europe,” 

he said. Orbán said he had met Salvini 

and Morawiecki now because Fidesz 

decided to quit the European People’s 

Party (EPP) and they were planning a 

common future together, discussing 

the future of Europe. Orbán cited Salvini 

as saying that they wanted a European 

renaissance and were working together 

for it to start. He said there were many 

million European citizens left without 

proper and effective representation 

because the EPP had dedicated itself 

to cooperation with the European left 

in the long term. Orbán said it was 

symbolic that their cooperation would 

be launched on Holy Thursday, with a 

meeting that represents the first stop 

of a long journey.

Much has been discussed about 

common values, such as the values of 

freedom, dignity, Christianity, family 

and national sovereignty, in addition 

to Euro-Atlantic commitment, Orbán 

said. He added that they all say no to 

a European empire run by Brussels, 

communism, illegal migration and 

anti-Semitism. Orbán said they would 

next meet probably in Warsaw in May, 

depending on the pandemic situation. 

He also said that they would not be 

taken in by provocation of any kind, 

having clear values and positions. 

Orbán said they wanted to put an end 

to the “ridiculous political approach” 

which qualifies the right wing always 

as extremist and the left wing always 

as centrist. He said they supported 

freedom, traditional European values, 

human dignity and more successful 

European policies. Orbán described 

Morawiecki as Hungary’s most faithful 

friend and Salvini as a hero, for proving 

as a member of the Italian government 

that illegal migration could be stopped 

on sea. He also said that the pandemic 

was currently the number one topic 

in all international meetings and he 

had also shared his experiences with 

his negotiating partners, all of them 

urging the European Commission 

to speed up vaccine procurements, 

which is a precondition for stopping the 

pandemic. Orbán said they wanted a 

more transparent and faster vaccination 

drive in Europe.

MORAWIECKI, SALVINI 
CALL FOR RENAISSANCE 
OF TRADITIONAL 
EUROPEAN VALUES 

Polish Prime Minister Mateusz 

Morawiecki and Matteo Salvini, 

the head of Italy’s right-wing ruling 

party Lega, argued in favour of 

Europe’s renewal and a renaissance of 

traditional European values after talks 

with Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán in Budapest on Thursday. In a 

press statement, Morawiecki said they 

have trust in the future of Europe and 

the European Union and hold the firm 

conviction that they together would 

be able to build a road for Europe. 

European integration can further 

develop but “for it to bear healthy 

fruits, its roots should not be neglected 

either,” the Polish premier said, stressing 

the need to return to Europe’s Christian 

roots. Morawiecki said common targets 

included Euro-Atlantic cooperation 

and deepening European integration 

while respecting national sovereignty, 

individual freedoms and protecting 

traditional European values and 

Christianity. He added that they 

believed Europe was “completely 

disintegrated” and damaged by various 

forces. The Brussels elite views Europe 

as a project for elite groups, he said, 

adding that “we would like to represent 

a wide range of people”.

Salvini said they were working to help 

European nations get out of their darkest 

post-WWII period into a new era in which 

freedom, rights and family would once 

again get into the focus. Salvini said 

that the EU had made a grave mistake 

when it rejected its Judeo-Christian 

roots in the basic treaty. He added that 

they did not want European nations to 

stand against each other but to establish 

a common European force which can 

protect the continent’s borders. Salvini 

said he believed European politics would 

not be the same after the coronavirus 

pandemic. Salvini said “left-wing cultural 

groups” should not be allowed to 

single-handedly determine the future 

because culture, the family and health 

are nobody’s monopoly. 

ORBÁN CALLS ON ALL 
HUNGARIANS TO GET 
VACCINATED

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán coordinated 

with the interior ministry on Hungary’s 

vaccination plan, the PM’s press chief told 

MTI. In a video posted after the meeting, 
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Orbán said every vaccination can save 

lives, and he expressed his appreciation 

to GPs, hospital doctors and nurses for 

working throughout the Easter holidays 

to implement the vaccination campaign.

Whoever gets a call, should make 

sure they go to get inoculated, he said, 

adding that 2,235,731 first shorts have 

been administered in Hungary so far.

“We’ll be vaccinating another 

83,000 people today,” the prime 

minister said. Sándor Pintér, the 

interior minister, Antal Rogán, the 

cabinet chief, state secretaries István 

György and Csaba Latorcai, as well 

as János Balogh, the national police 

chief and Zoltán Jenei, the Director 

General of the national hospitals, 

attended the meeting.

OPPOSITION FACT-
FINDING CTTEE HEARS 
HEALTH EXPERTS ON 
PANDEMIC

A parliamentary fact-finding 

committee set up by the opposition 

heard health experts about the 

coronavirus situation in Hungary at an 

online session. Physician and medical 

economist Gyula Gilly criticised the 

lack of targeted and differentiated 

protective measures and called for 

better isolation measures and contact 

tracing going back 8-10 days. He said 

coronavirus screening was a neglected 

area in Hungary, adding that locking 

up everyone was not a good solution 

because it failed to separate infected 

persons from the rest. As long as 

herd immunity is not achieved across 

the nation, everyone should act as if 

vaccination were not yet available, 

Gilly told the committee. Head of 

the Hungarian ambulance workers’ 

association Zsolt Kusper said that the 

sector continued to suffer from staff 

shortage and ambulance staff often 

had to take over the tasks of GPs. 

Many ambulance workers plan to 

leave their profession because of low 

wages, a problem that has not been 

resolved by hikes introduced so far, he 

added. Kusper called for mandatory 

vaccination to all ambulance staff, 

improving work organisation and 

control, as well as communication 

between hospitals, limiting the 

number of working hours and enabling 

workers to take out rest-days.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
DONATING 40,000 
VACCINES TO CZECHIA IN 
EARLY MAY

Hungary has agreed to donate 40,000 

vaccines to the Czech Republic in the 

first half of May, the foreign minister 

said on Saturday, adding that Hungary 

would have enough vaccines for 

everyone by then. “The Czech 

Republic is [among other countries] in 

a tough situation due to the European 

Commission’s defective vaccine 

procurements,” Péter Szijjártó said 

on Facebook, adding that thanks to 

the government’s timely procurement 

of large quantities of Eastern vaccines 

in addition to European Union 

procurements, “we are at the forefront 

of vaccinations” per capita in the bloc.

ORBÁN VISITS VACCINE 
DISPATCH FACILITY

The number of Hungarians vaccinated 

against the coronavirus will reach 

2.5 million “1-2 days after Easter”, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orban said in a 

video message posted on his social 

media page on Sunday. The prime 

minister paid a visit to pharmaceutical 

company Hungaropharma’s base 

in Budapest early on Easter Sunday. 

Covid vaccines are shipped from the 

base to inoculation points early every 

morning. In his video message, Orbán 

acknowledged the contributions of 

warehouse workers, pilots and drivers 

to the vaccination rollout, as well as 

that of doctors and nurses. “They do 

this work every morning. It’s the same 

today, and we have good chance, if 

things go as planned tomorrow and 

the day after tomorrow, to reach 

the 2.5 million inoculated mark 1-2 

days after Easter,” he said. Hungary’s 

government will start easing pandemic 

restrictions gradually after 2.5 million 

Hungarians have received at least their 

first jab of Covid vaccine.

JUSTICE MINISTER: 
EUROPEAN LEFT-
WING WOULD SILENCE 
EVERYONE THEY DISAGREE 
WITH

The European left-wing parties would 

silence everyone they disagree with 

if they get the opportunity, Justice 

Minister Judit Varga said.
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Varga said on Facebook that left-

liberal MEP Sophie In ’t Veld had 

recently censored Slovenia’s Prime 

Minister Janez Jansa. She “absurdly” 

denied Jansa’s request to present a 

video at a hearing of the European 

Parliament’s working group on media 

freedom in Slovenia. On Tuesday, Jansa 

called on the MEP to leave her post 

heading the EP democracy monitoring 

group. “We know Mrs. In ‘t Veld well, 

her favourite hobby for decades has 

been to slander Hungary,” Varga said 

“The MEP of the meeting rejected 

the request of the Slovenian Prime 

Minister, thus embroiling herself 

into self-contradictions while using 

a didactic tone,” Varga added. This 

event was further evidence that the 

“rule of law” sessions were not about 

democracy and fundamental rights, 

but about the political witch-hunts 

against right-wing-governments-led 

countries, she said. “More respect 

for Central Europe! More respect for 

Central European citizens!” she added.

GULYÁS: GREEN AREAS 
IN CITY PARK INCREASE 
THANKS TO INVESTMENTS 
MAYOR OBJECTS TO

Green spaces in Budapest’s City Park 

have increased thanks to the very 

investments that the city’s mayor has 

complained about, Gergely Gulyás, the 

prime minister’s chief of staff, said in a 

letter to Gergely Karácsony. Gulyás said 

in the letter posted on Facebook that 

the capital’s leadership should welcome 

an increase in green spaces given their 

professed green credentials. 

He referred to one “dilapidated and 

graffiti-marked” site in the park which has 

been demolished, creating more than 

1,500sqm of new green space, while a 

cafe there takes up a mere 120sqm. 

Gulyás said the park’s renewal 

and landscaping enriched tens of 

thousands of square meters of green 

areas, adding that almost 150,000sqm 

of green space has been regenerated, 

while 72,000sqm of paved land has 

been dug up. Fully 500 deciduous 

trees, 70,000 shrubs and almost 

140,000 perennials have been planted 

during the development, he said.

Referring to the Liget project, an 

ongoing investment to revamp the 

park and its surroundings by creating a 

new cultural quarter, he said green areas 

would increase by tens of thousands 

of square meters from 60-65% of the 

park’s previous total. Also, the Green 

Budapest scheme recently adopted 

by the central government will add 73 

hectares of new green spaces within 

the capital’s borders, while 187 hectares 

of existing urban green spaces will be 

renewed, Gulyás said. So, he added, 

the government’s environmentally 

friendly policies have gone well beyond 

rhetoric, and, Gulyás insisted, it has 

achieved more in this regard in the last 

three decades than anyone else.

Gulyás accused the mayor of using 

his current office as nothing more than 

a “political springboard”. So instead of 

cooperating with the government, he is 

casting around for disputes, he added.

FIRE EXTINGUISHED IN E 
HUNGARY COVID WARD; 
NO INJURIES

A fire broke out in a Covid ward of 

the Albert Schweitzer Hospital in 

Hatvan, eastern Hungary, early on 

Sunday, but caused no injuries, the 

hospital’s communications director 

told MTI. Krisztina Zelnik said a 28-

bed, non-intensive care unit ward was 

evacuated. The building is being aired 

out and damages repaired, she said, 

adding that the fire would not cause 

any protracted disruption of patient 

care or the operation of the hospital. 

Disaster management officials earlier 

said the fire broke out in a ward on 

the first storey of one of the hospital 

wings, and staff evacuated three wards. 

A county disaster management official 

said seven firetrucks with 22 firefighters 

from Hatvan and nearby cities had 

arrived at the scene, extinguishing 

the flames in a short time. The cause 

of the fire is being investigated, Csaba 

Nagy said.


