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“We want to get ahead of others, overtaking in the bend,” he said in a video posted on Facebook. The prime minister noted 

that he was travelling to the Uzbek capital Tashkent for talks “to expand the business opportunities of Hungarian companies”.

“In the first phase of our economic policy, we invited foreign investors to Hungary to bring modern technology and create 

jobs,” Orbán said in the video. “In the second phase we strengthened small and medium-sized enterprises so they could 

sell their products produced in Hungary abroad in the form of exports,” he added. “We have reached the third phase when 

the most capable Hungarian corporations can establish companies abroad, make investments and the profits generated 

there will be brought home to Hungary. This way, we will restore the financial balance of the Hungarian economy,” Orbán 

said. He said he was travelling to Uzbekistan for talks, and “big successful Hungarian companies like OTP and medium-sized 

companies are also coming with us”.

Restarting the economy “is important” notwithstanding the current “difficult situation”, 
Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said.

ORBÁN: RESTARTING ECONOMY IMPORTANT

Coronavirus updates

Stats office releases industrial prices 
for 2021 February

Stats office releases wage figures  
for 2021 January

Nobel laureate Imre Kertész’s  
5th death anniversary marked
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Renovation of Budapest iconic Chain Bridge to start on April 16

http://hungarymatters.hu/
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ORBÁN TO MEET 
SALVINI, MORAWIECKI 
IN BUDAPEST ON THURS

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán will meet 

Matteo Salvini, leader of Italy’s right-

wing ruling party Lega, and Mateusz 

Morawiecki, the Polish prime minister, 

for a trilateral meeting in Budapest 

on Thursday, Orbán’s press chief 

said, confirming Italian press reports. 

Bertalan Havasi said on Tuesday that 

the meeting will focus on creating 

a European-level alliance between 

Hungary’s ruling Fidesz, Italy’s Lega 

and Poland’s PiS party, which is led by 

Morawiecki.

Salvini held consultations with 

Orbán over video link in early March 

about vaccinations, the post-pandemic 

economic recovery, migration and 

family policy.

Salvini told MTI’s Rome 

correspondent that the meeting 

would be held to discuss how 

to build a post-coronavirus 

European Union and how to lay 

the foundations for the future of 

Europe. In an online interview Salvini 

said: “Europe will be different after 

Covid-19, and we’ll have a chance 

to rethink Europe’s identity.” The 

pandemic, he added, offered the 

opportunity to create an EU with a 

“new role and a new meaning”.

He said the EU “must find its soul, 

its backbone, its mission.” The EU 

cannot respond to the needs of 

500,000,000 Europeans if it is simply 

a business bloc, he added.

Salvini said his Lega, Fidesz 

and Poland’s PiS shared common 

European values.

“In Budapest we’ll discuss the vision 

for a future Europe based on work, 

welfare, security, identity, the family 

and education,” he said, adding 

that the formation of a new political 

family in Europe would not be on the 

agenda. “No common party group 

will be formed,” he told MTI. “We’ll be 

presenting a common charter with 

common values and aims.”

Salvini said Lega was not planning 

to join the European People’s Party. 

His dream, he added, was to unite the 

Identity and Democracy Party family 

and the European Conservatives and 

Reformists, as doing so would form the 

second largest EP group.

Speaking at a press conference 

in Warsaw on Tuesday afternoon, 

Morawiecki said Thursday’s meeting 

in Budapest will address “various 

European issues” with a particular focus 

on “political questions” related to the 

operation of the European Parliament. 

The three leaders will also discuss “how 

the European programme can best be 

implemented in the interest of primarily 

Poland, Hungary and Italy,” he said.

ORBÁN: HUNGARIAN-
UZBEK TIES ‘SOLID’

Relations between Hungary and 

Uzbekistan have “solid foundations” 

and cooperation between the 

two countries has “gained good 

momentum”, Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán said in Tashkent. Orbán said he 

arrived in the Uzbek capital with “great 

hopes and optimism”. He spoke highly 

of Uzbekistan’s efforts to “use available 

resources in a modern economy” and 

called it a “respectable programme”. 

The prime minister thanked Uzbekistan 

for its sending hundreds of thousands 

of face masks to Hungary at the 

beginning of the coronavirus pandemic 

last year. “The Hungarians will never 

forget that,” he said.

Orbán said that Hungarians and 

Uzbeks “held hands at the right 

time”, at the start of a new epoch 

in the global economy, and would 

use opportunities of a “great 

transformation” together. He said 

that “without a flagship of economic 

cooperation chosen at the beginning, 

good intentions would get fragmented 

and evaporate”. He called for “one or 

two major programmes, and shared 

ventures to give a clear signal to 

Hungarian and Uzbek ventures that 

something serious is in the making 

and that they can safely sail following 

the big flagships on calm waters”. 

He added that “some flagships” 

had already been identified “to 

promote the economies of the two 

countries” and suggested that bilateral 

cooperation could focus on finance 

and modernisation of the Uzbek 

agriculture, as well as nuclear energy 

and pharmaceutical production.

Despite a shrinking global trade, 

the bilateral trade turnover has 

significantly increased, Orbán said, 

adding that it indicated a potential, 

which could be further increased 

through prudent policies.



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

3

MARCH 31, 2021
MORNING ISSUE AM

Concerning Hungary’s taking 

over the rotating presidency of the 

Visegrad Group, Orbán asked the 

Uzbek president to assist promoting 

cooperation between countries of 

central Europe and Central Asia. Orbán 

said he had extended an invitation 

to the Uzbek president for a visit to 

Hungary, and added that he would 

also propose a joint session between 

the two governments to review the 

achievements of their cooperation.

Orbán and Uzbek President Shavkat 

Mirziyoyev signed a declaration 

of elevating bilateral ties to the 

level of strategic partnership. They 

also signed several other accords 

aimed at developing ties between 

the two countries, with special 

regard to cooperation between the 

two foreign ministries, as well as 

cooperation in the areas of labour, 

nuclear energy training, innovation, 

culture, and farming, according to 

Uzbek reports.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARIAN 
COMPANIES TO UPGRADE 
STRATEGIC SECTORS  
IN UZBEKISTAN

The Uzbek and Hungarian 

governments signed nine agreements 

in Tashkent, paving the way for 

Hungarian companies to upgrade 

strategic sectors in Uzbekistan, Péter 

Szijjártó, the minister of foreign affairs 

and trade, told MTI. OTP, Hungary’s 

biggest bank, is the first foreign bank 

to be given the opportunity to take 

part in the Uzbek banking system’s 

privatisation, with related negotiations 

at an advanced stage, the minister said.

Also, Hungary is expected to pay a 

major role in boosting Uzbek nuclear 

energy production. Uzbekistan, the 

world’s 7th largest uranium producer, 

is building a new nuclear power plant to 

be completed by the end of the decade, 

and the design of the cooling system is 

based on a Hungarian patent, Szijjártó 

said. In connection with modernising 

Uzbekistan’s higher education system, 

the University of Debrecen has agreed 

to set up a campus in the country, 

he said, adding that the Hungarian 

University of Agriculture is participating 

in the scientific transformation of Uzbek 

agricultural higher education. Eximbank 

meanwhile, is providing a 100 million 

US dollar credit line to underpin the 

development of Hungarian-Uzbek ties.

HUNGARY REPORTS 274 
CORONAVIRUS FATALITIES, 
4,609 NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 274 patients, generally elderly 

with co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 4,609 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Tuesday. The number of 

active infections has risen to 222,334 

while hospitals are caring for 12,553 

Covid patients, 1,529 of whom need 

respiratory assistance. The number 

of people vaccinated, the number of 

people in official home quarantine 

and the number of tests have not 

been updated from Monday. Since 

the first outbreak, 645,733 infections 

have been registered, while fatalities 

have risen to 20,435. Fully 402,964 

people have made a recovery. So far, 

most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (121,657) and Pest County 

(90,454), followed by the counties of 

Győr-Moson-Sopron (36,799), Borsod-

Abaúj-Zemplén (35,725) and Hajdú-

Bihar (34,288). Tolna County had fewest 

number of infections at (14,146).

ORBÁN’S SITE: 2 M 
HUNGARIANS VACCINATED

The number of people vaccinated 

in Hungary has reached two million, 

according to a message posted on Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán’s Facebook page 

on Tuesday afternoon. “Two million 

vaccinated. Another step forward,” a 

short animated message said.

EDUCATION UNIONS, 
EXPERTS DEMAND 
PROTECTION OF WORKERS 
BEFORE SCHOOL 
REOPENING

Before schools reopen, all staff 

should be vaccinated and completely 

protected against the coronavirus, 

trade unions and experts said in a joint 

statement. Workers in the education 

sector and many health-care 

professionals have raised “concerns 

and fears” about a recent resolution 

which states that students and 

teachers must return to classrooms by 

April 19, only a few days after teachers 

receive their first jabs, the statement 

said. It added that Chief Medical Officer 

Cecília Müller had regularly warned 
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people not to feel protected from 

the virus after their first shot because 

it might take two or three weeks for 

the immune system to produce an 

adequate response. The trade unions 

and experts asked the government to 

observe these guidelines and ensure 

safe working conditions for all staff in 

the education system.

COE COMMISSIONER 
CALLS ON HUNGARY 
TO ‘RESTORE’ PRESS 
FREEDOMS

Dunja Mijatović, human rights 

commissioner of the Council of 

Europe, said in a memorandum that 

it was “high time for Hungary to restore 

journalistic and media freedoms”. 

“The combined effects of a politically 

controlled media regulatory authority 

and distortionary state intervention in 

the media market have eroded media 

pluralism and freedom of expression,” 

according to the memorandum. The 

Hungarian government, it added, had 

systematically hindered independent 

journalism “and the expression of 

different ideas”, especially in the 

provinces, and waged campaigns 

“designed to stifle civil society” against 

civil rights groups and investigative 

journalism. Those campaigns “send 

a clear and chilling message that 

there will be prompt retaliation 

against any form of criticism against 

the government”, the memorandum 

said. The Hungarian government 

“fails to recognise the importance of 

the role of independent institutions”, 

including regulatory bodies and the 

judiciary, the document said. “By 

repeatedly disregarding the judgments 

of national and international courts, 

the government has demonstrated 

that it has no intention of adhering to 

the rule of law, which is crucial for ... the 

unencumbered exercise of freedom of 

expression.” “The biased distribution 

of state advertising revenues has 

eroded the level playing field for 

the media” and curbed the freedom 

of expression in Hungary, it added. 

Mijatović called for the situation to be 

reversed through an amendment to 

Hungarian media legislation so that the 

powers of the president of the media 

authority and the head of the Media 

Council are “divided between several 

autonomous bodies”. Hungary’s legal 

practice, she added, should observe 

the CoE’s directions for media pluralism 

and ensure the independence of all 

public and private media.

Mijatović also called on the 

Hungarian authorities to “condemn 

all incidents of hate speech and 

verbal attacks against journalists” 

and put an end to the spread of smear 

campaigns and misinformation about 

civil society organisations” and human 

rights groups. The commissioner 

stressed that free political dialogue 

was needed before next year’s 

parliamentary elections, and she called 

on the authorities to ensure equal 

opportunities for all candidates, also 

with regard to their media coverage.

Representatives of the Hungarian 

Prime Minister’s Office, the justice 

ministry, and media authority NMHH 

said in reaction to the memorandum 

that the document was “biased” and 

“based on assumption rather than 

facts” and that it “reopens issues 

settled years ago”. The document 

is mostly based on the opinion of “a 

handful but well-known civil groups 

critical of the government” and articles 

by internet portals, which “raises 

doubts about the objectivity of the 

memorandum”, they said.

They insisted that Hungary’s media 

law ensured that the Media Council’s 

members are not associated with 

political parties and that the body’s 

operations are independent of any 

attempts of political influencing. 

They also added that any decision 

by the Council was appealable at 

courts. Hungary’s media legislation 

is fully in line with the rule of law 

principles outlined by the European 

Union and guaranteed by Hungary’s 

laws, they said.

The representatives voiced 

the Hungarian government’s 

“disappointment” that the 

memorandum was based on 

“assumption rather than facts” despite 

the fact that “a number of government 

agencies had shared their views 

and background information with 

its author”. They said “at a time of 

uncertainty and a feeling of threat 

caused by the pandemic it is even more 

important how such institutions as the 

Council of Europe give their opinion on 

a country’s media conditions and rules”. 

“An objective position and evaluation 

of member states is more important 

than ever,” they said.
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KSH: HUNGARY JOBLESS 
RATE 4.5% IN FEB

The jobless number in February was 

213,000, 46,000 more than in the 

same month a year earlier, rising 1 

percentage point to 4.5%, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. Month on 

month, the jobless number decreased 

by 25,000, or 0.5 of a percentage point. 

The rolling three-month average from 

December to February was 4.5%, 1.1 

percentage points higher than the 

previous year. Meanwhile, in February, 

the average monthly number of 

employees aged 15-74 was 4,550,000, 

104,000 less than a year earlier but 

14,000 more than in the previous 

month. From December to February, 

the average number of employees was 

4,574,000, 50,000, or 1.1%, less than in 

the same period of the previous year.

HUNGARIAN POLICE UNITS 
LEAVE FOR N MACEDONIA, 
SERBIA

Two separate Hungarian police 

units have been dispatched to 

serve along the border of Serbia 

and North Macedonia, the national 

police headquarters (ORFK) said. The 

20-strong unit serving in Serbia and 

the 30-strong unit in North Macedonia 

will be tasked with border patrol 

duties, and surveilling illegal migrants 

and people smugglers. They will also 

be dispatched in the central areas 

of the two countries, ORFK said in a 

statement. They will carry out their 

task with infrared hand and mobile 

cameras and SUVs. Hungarian police 

are committed towards the task to 

prevent the entry of illegal migrants 

into Hungary and the European 

Union, and have offered dispatching 

the units to help achieve this goal, the 

statement said.  The two units were 

bid farewell in a ceremony in Budapest 

on Tuesday, it said.

BUDAPEST CENTRAL 
EUROPEAN FASHION WEEK 
ATTRACTS NEARLY 12,000 
VISITORS

Events of the annual Budapest Central 

European Fashion Week, held online 

for the second time this year, attracted 

nearly 12,000 visitors between March 

25 and 28, the Hungarian fashion and 

design agency MDDU said.

Some 26 Hungarian fashion 

designers and ten international 

designers showed their latest creations 

at the free YouTube channel and 

Facebook page of BCEFW. In addition 

to a focus on the autumn and winter 

collections for 2021/22, the fashion 

week also presented the latest trends 

of spring and summer 2021, MDDU said.

Featured designers included 

ABODI, ALMA, Artista, BORBALA, 

CAKO, Celeni, CUKOVY, DUSK, Elysian, 

KATA SZEGEDI, Katti Zoób, MERO, 

NINI, Nora Sarman, NUBU, OST 

KONZEPT, PHILOMEN, Romani Design, 

Sentiments, THEFOUR, TOMCSANYI, 

VENGRU, VIKTORIAVARGA Budapest, 

VIRAG KERENYI, ZIA Budapest and 

ZSIGMOND DORA menswear from 

Hungary, as well as Buffet Clothing 

from Slovakia, CHERESHNIVSKA from 

Ukraine, Christina Seewald from 

Austria, IRON THREAD from Ukraine, 

Jennifer Milleder from Austria, Patrick 

McDowell from the UK, ROUSSIN from 

Ukraine and VOROZHBYT&ZEMSKOVA 

from Ukraine.


