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Fully 21.6% of the Hungarian population has received at least the first dose of one of the available vaccines, while 6.6% has 

received both jabs, ECDC said. Hungary is followed by Malta (21.5/9.5%), Finland (17.5/2%), and Estonia (16.5/5.4%). According 

to ECDC figures, 12.3% of the EU’s total population has received at least the first jab so far.

Hungary has a good chance of inoculating 2 million people against coronavirus by Monday evening, Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán said. “The inoculation drive is progressing well,” the PM said in a video message on Facebook on Monday. Orbán said 

“efforts to fight the coronavirus pandemic continued in Hungary on Palm Sunday,” and he thanked health-care workers 

for their efforts. “Our doctors and nurses have been up to the job and Hungary’s health-care system has also coped well 

under pressure,” Orbán said. He said that teachers have now been moved up on the inoculation list to receive their jabs 

and asked them to register for vaccination by midnight on Monday, so that kindergartens and schools could reopen as 

soon as possible.

Hungary’s coronavirus vaccination rate is now the highest in the European Union, the 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control has said.

HUNGARY VACCINATION RATE HIGHEST IN EU
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GOVT: TEACHERS HAVE 
UNTIL MONDAY TO 
REGISTER FOR VACCINE

School, kindergarten and preschool 

teachers have until midnight on 

Monday to register for the coronavirus 

vaccine, according to koronavirus.

gov.hu. The government this week 

decided that teachers who have 

registered for a coronavirus shot will 

be the next category to be inoculated. 

The first round of vaccinations on 

April 1-3 will be reserved for teachers 

who registered by March 24, the 

portal said, adding that they will be 

contacted in the middle of next week 

by text message. Around 102,000 of 

Hungary’s 180,000 teachers working 

in public education registered for the 

jab until March 24, and 20,000 of them 

have already received their first shot. 

This means that about 82,000 teachers 

will be inoculated in the first round, 

the portal said. The second round of 

vaccinations will be organised after 

Easter.

Meanwhile, Hungary has begun 

to allow pregnant women to be 

inoculated against the coronavirus out 

of turn, the minister for family affairs 

said on Sunday. Pregnant women who 

want to get the vaccine are asked to 

register online and contact their 

general practitioner who will then 

organise their inoculation at a hospital 

vaccination point, Katalin Novák said 

on Facebook. She noted that pregnant 

women are advised to be vaccinated 

with Pfizer’s or Moderna’s vaccines.

GOVT EXTENDS 
RESTRICTIONS UNTIL 
APRIL 8

The government has extended the 

effect of coronavirus restrictions until 

April 8, a senior official of the operative 

board responsible for handling 

the pandemic said on Monday. 

Lieutenant Colonel Róbert Kiss said 

that current rules of mask wearing, 

as well as curfew regulations, and 

restrictions concerning restaurants 

and bars, cultural facilities, shops and 

schools, will remain unchanged. The 

current border control regime along 

all Schengen borders and entry 

restrictions will also be maintained 

until April 8, Kiss said.

HUNGARY RECORDS 189 
COVID-19 FATALITIES, 7,263 
NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 189 generally elderly patients with 

co-morbidities died over the past 24 

hours, while 7,263 new infections were 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Monday. Altogether 1,920,347 people 

have been vaccinated in Hungary, 

689,392 of whom have received a second 

shot, the portal said. The number of 

active infections has risen to 221,002 

while hospitals are caring for 12,291 

Covid patients, 1,497 of whom need 

respiratory assistance. Altogether 55,511 

people are in official home quarantine, 

and the number of tests stands at 

4,557,943. Since the first outbreak, 641,124 

infections have been registered, while 

fatalities have risen to 20,161. Fully 399,961 

people have made a recovery. So far, 

most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (120,873) and Pest County 

(89,803), followed by the counties of 

Győr-Moson-Sopron (36,684), Borsod-

Abaúj-Zemplén (35,622) and Hajdú-

Bihar (34,103). The counties of Tolna and 

Zala have the fewest, same number of 

infections, respectively (13,996).

SZIJJÁRTÓ PRAISES 
POLICY OF EASTERN 
OPENING

The high level of economic and 

trade cooperation between Hungary 

and Uzbekistan truly vindicates 

Hungary’s decision to launch the 

policy of opening to the East, Péter 

Szijjártó, Hungary’s minister of foreign 

affairs and trade, told MTI before the 

founding session of the Hungarian-

Uzbek business council.

Although the world economy and 

global trade experienced a slump last 

year, trade with Uzbekistan increased 

by an unprecedented rate of 38%, 

exceeding 115 million US dollars, he 

said. Preparations are under way for a 

major joint project involving the use 

of Hungary’s Heller-Forgó indirect dry 

cooling system in a nuclear power 

plant that is being constructed in 

Uzbekistan, Szijjártó said. The project 

would boost Hungarian exports to 

well in excess of 200 million euros, 

he added. Hungary will soon launch 

four agricultural and food industry 

investment projects totalling 150 million 

dollars for the production of vegetable 
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oil and animal feed, and for upgrading 

cattle breeding in Uzbekistan, he said. 

Ever since Uzbekistan eased the rules 

for registering Hungarian medicines, 

Hungarian pharmaceutical sales there 

have amounted to 60-70 million dollars 

each year, the minister said, adding that 

Richter appeared in Uzbekistan 25 years 

ago, becoming the 13th largest player 

in the local market.

LMP: ‘OBSERVING 
RULES JOINT TASK, 
RESPONSIBILITY’

Opposition LMP has urged people to 

observe pandemic-related rules and 

minimise social contact, cautioning 

that “protection against the virus is 

a joint task and responsibility”. Máté 

Kanász-Nagy, a co-leader of the party, 

appealed to Hungarians to shop less 

frequently and plan their shopping 

routine ahead of time. People should also 

spend the Easter holiday in close family 

circles without visiting a large number of 

relatives, he said. “We are in the toughest 

phase of the pandemic these days, with 

Hungary facing probably the fastest 

spread of the virus within the EU,” he said, 

adding that the government had been 

incapable of protecting people against 

the virus, “because all they can do is reign 

rather than govern”. He criticised the 

government for introducing lockdown 

measures “inappropriately and at the 

wrong time”, as well as for its failure 

to introduce a 100% sick-pay, a full 

wage supplement and a nine-month 

unemployment benefit for Hungarian 

families.

GOVT EXTENDS WAGE 
SUPPORT TO HARD-HIT 
BUSINESSES FOR ANOTHER 
MONTH

The government is extending wage 

support for companies hit the 

hardest by pandemic restrictions 

until the end of April, state secretary 

for employment policy Sándor Bodó 

said. The government offered to cover 

half of gross wages of businesses that 

have been hit the hardest by the 

pandemic as it tightened restrictions 

and introduced a curfew in November. 

It also exempted those businesses from 

payroll tax, effectively subsidising two-

thirds of payroll costs. The subsidies 

were available first to companies in 

the tourism and catering sectors, 

but expanded in March to include 

companies impacted by the closure of 

non-essential businesses to contain the 

spread of the coronavirus. So far, more 

than 52 billion forints (EUR 143,2m) in 

subsidies have gone toward preserving 

132,000 jobs. Companies may apply for 

the wage support until April 30.

LMP CALLS FOR QUASHING 
EU MERCOSUR FREE TRADE 
DEAL

Opposition LMP submitted a draft 

resolution to parliament aimed at 

rejecting a free trade agreement the 

European Union has negotiated with 

South American trade bloc Mercosur, 

calling on the government not to 

ratify the pact. “The agreement will 

have detrimental effects, contributing 

to deforestation, to the global trade 

of unhealthy foods and the torture 

of animals, and will also lead to 

a bankruptcy of European and 

Latin American farmers,” co-leader 

Erzsébet Schmuck told an online 

press conference, noting that Mercosur 

countries had licensed several types 

of pesticides banned in Europe. Péter 

Ungár, the secretary of the party’s 

board, said the agreement would 

contravene the global fight against 

climate change. He noted LMP’s 

resolution passed by Hungarian 

parliament in 2016 on rejecting any 

free trade agreement that would 

contravene the country’s nature 

protection and food safety regulations.

CHRISTDEMS CALL FOR 
CONTINUING FIGHT 
AGAINST PERSECUTION OF 
CHRISTIANS

The recent suicide bombing at a Catholic 

church in Indonesia serves as a reminder 

that the persecution of Christians remains 

a problem and the fight against it must be 

pursued, the co-ruling Christian Democrats 

said. Group leader István Simicskó said in 

a statement that the Christian Democrats 

rejected all forms of violence, adding that 

the free practice of religion was a basic 

human right. The Hungarian government 

prioritises helping persecuted Christians 

with the aim not only of improving the 

lives of the faithful but also of ensuring 

peaceful coexistence between faiths, he 

added. “We trust that the Hungary Helps 

scheme is an example to representatives of 
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other countries and religions to understand 

that respect, help and brotherly love can be 

used to resolve conflicts instead of brute 

force,” Simicskó said.

KSH: HUNGARY TRADE 
VOLUME CONTRACTS IN JAN

Hungary’s trade volume contracted in 

January after expanding in the previous 

months, the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

confirmed in a second reading data released 

on Monday. Exports fell by 5.2% to 8.774 

billion euros, after rising for four months in 

a row. Imports dropped by 10.4% to 7.919 

billion euros, after two months of increases, 

KSH said. The trade surplus came to 855 

million euros for the month.

HUNGARY AIMS FOR BIGGER 
SHARE OF EU HORIZON 
FUNDING IN 2021-2027

Hungary aims to boost its share of 

European Union Horizon funding for 

research and innovation to 2.18% in 

the 2021-2027 period from 0.6% in the 

previous funding cycle, the minister 

of innovation and technology said. 

Hungary tapped 365 million euros 

in the previous cycle in support 

of 1,108 projects mainly in the ICT, 

healthcare and food industries, 

László Palkovics said at an online 

international conference launching 

the programme’s next phase.

INCOME TAX DONATIONS 
TO CHARITIES, CHURCHES 
UP 5% IN 2020

Some 2.2 million taxpayers in Hungary 

opted to donate 1% of their income tax 

to charities or churches last year, up 5% 

from 2019. Under Hungary’s tax laws, 

taxpayers are offered an opportunity to 

donate 1% of their income tax to NGOs 

and another percent to churches. 

Taxpayers in 2020 donated a combined 

18.6 billion forints (EUR 51.2m) to some 

kind of organisation out of a total 

possible 40.7 billion, finance ministry 

state secretary András Tállai said.

RED PANDA TO MOVE FROM 
DEBRECEN TO N INDIA

Pici, a red panda, has left Debrecen 

Zoo in eastern Hungary for the 

Indian city of Darjeeling on the 

southern slopes of the Himalayas, 

its natural habitat, to be kept 

in the local zoo specialised in 

the protection and breeding of 

threatened species. Debrecen 

Zoo is for the first time involved 

in a Global Species Management 

Plan (GSMP) aimed at returning 

animals to their original home, 

the zoo’s director, Gergely Sándor 

Nagy, said. The Red panda is listed 

as endangered on the Red List 

of the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature. The other 

panda selected for the purpose 

in Europe will be transferred from 

Copenhagen to Darjeeling. Both 

animals will spend some time 

in the transit zoo of Rotterdam 

that coordinates the European 

programme. Pici, a female with 

excellent genes, spent seven years 

in Debrecen. Maci, the twin sister 

she left behind, will not remain 

alone either. She is ardently being 

courted by Pandita, who arrived in 

Debrecen last year in the framework 

of the ex-situ programme of the 

European Association of Zoos and 

Aquaria (EAZA EPP), Nagy said.


