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The decree stipulates that the first stage of easing coronavirus restrictions can begin once 2.5 million people have received 

their first Covid-19 shot, the government portal kormany.hu said over the weekend. The evening-night curfew will then be 

shortened to between 10pm and 5am. Also, shops will have to set a limit of one customer per 10 square metres, except in 

the cases of children under the age of 14, people over the age of 65 and those assisting someone with a disability. Shops 

will have to ensure that those waiting to be let in can keep a safe distance of 1.5 metres from each other, with the exception 

of those living in the same household. Customers must also have access to hand sanitation, and shopping carts and trolleys 

must be disinfected on a regular basis.

Gergely Gulyás, the prime minister’s chief of staff, confirmed on Saturday that schools will reopen on April 19. Teachers 

who have already registered for the Covid vaccine will be inoculated between April 1 and 3, while those who registered 

later will get the shot between April 8 and 10, he said.

The conditions for starting the first stage of a phased reopening in Hungary have been 
codified in a decree published in the latest issue of the official gazette Magyar Közlöny.

DECREE CODIFIES RULES ON PARTIAL REOPENING

Coronavirus updates

Stats office releases 2nd reading of 
Jan foreign trade figures
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Giant Easter eggs and other decorations on display at a park in 
Hajdúszoboszló, E Hungary
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GULYÁS: TEACHER UNION 
PDSZ BENT ON CONFLICT 
WITH GOVT

Even in “the most difficult phase” of 

the coronavirus pandemic, teachers’ 

union PDSZ “is focused primarily 

on generating conflict with the 

government”, Gergely Gulyás, the 

prime minister’s chief of staff, said 

on Facebook. Gulyás noted that the 

cabinet decided on Wednesday to 

vaccinate teachers in kindergartens, 

and primary and secondary schools 

ahead of schedule. “One would think 

that PDSZ would be satisfied, and 

even if they do not go as far as to 

praising the government, they would 

commend themselves, given that 

their demands have been met,” he 

said. However, even now, the union 

“is berating the government and trying 

– unsuccessfully – to rally teachers 

against the reopening of schools…” 

he added.

Gulyás said there were many 

whose jobs required them to come 

into contact with a lot of people on 

a daily basis, but were not getting 

inoculated out of turn. However, with 

the education of future generations 

being a task that requires the highest 

degree of responsibility, PDSZ had 

been right to demand the vaccination 

of teachers, as had the government 

for agreeing to it, he added. He noted 

that the union had asked the prime 

minister for the closure of schools and 

the switch to online classes in February. 

The government complied with the 

request within one week, he said, 

noting that PDSZ had also said that if 

teachers were to be vaccinated while 

schools were closed, both primary and 

secondary schools could be reopened 

according to strict epidemiological 

protocols. Gulyás confirmed that 

teachers will be vaccinated in early 

April.

VIROLOGIST: PANDEMIC 
MAY PEAK IN COMING 
DAYS

Hungary may see the peak of the third 

wave of the coronavirus pandemic in 

the coming days, virologist Miklós 

Rusvai said. Citing data on the 

average concentrations of the virus in 

Hungary’s wastewater systems, Rusvai 

told public news channel M1 that the 

country “could be at or nearing the 

peak of the pandemic”. He blamed 

Hungary’s pandemic situation on the 

more contagious British variant of the 

virus, which he said likely made its way 

to the country in December and had 

now become the dominant strain. 

Rusvai said if Hungary could maintain 

its current pace of vaccinations, “then 

we really could be free by the summer”.

HEALTH OFFICIAL: 
HUNGARY STILL FACING 
DIFFICULT WEEKS AHEAD

Hungary is still facing difficult days 

and weeks ahead because of the third 

wave of the coronavirus pandemic, a 

health authority official has warned. 

The third wave of the pandemic has yet 

to peak, Ágnes Galgóczi, the head of 

the epidemiology department of the 

National Public Health Centre (NNK), 

told public media, urging people to 

continue to observe social distancing 

guidelines and hygiene regulations. 

The important thing now is to contain 

further transmissions of the virus and 

to ease the burden on the country’s 

health-care system, she said. So far, 

some 1,900,000 people have received 

their first dose of a Covid vaccine, and 

more than 600,000 have been fully 

inoculated, Galgóczi said. She called 

on the public to avoid crowded areas 

during the Easter holiday.

HUNGARY RECORDS 220 
COVID FATALITIES, 9,082 
NEW INFECTIONS

Fully 220 generally elderly patients 

with co-morbidities died over the past 

24 hours, while 9,082 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said on Sunday. Altogether 1,903,498 

people have been vaccinated in 

Hungary, 685,971 of whom have 

received a second shot, the portal 

said. The number of active infections 

has risen to 218,099 while hospitals are 

caring for 11,805 Covid patients, 1,527 

of whom need respiratory assistance. 

Altogether 59,018 people are in official 

home quarantine, and the number of 

tests stands at 4,515,464. Since the first 

outbreak, 633,861 infections have been 

registered, while fatalities have risen to 

19,972. Fully 395,790 people have made 

a recovery. So far, most infections have 

been registered in Budapest (119,681) 
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and Pest County (88,707), followed by 

the counties of Győr-Moson-Sopron 

(36,210), Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén 

(35,314) and Hajdú-Bihar (33,793). 

Tolna County has the fewest infections 

(13,822).

OPPOSITION BLASTS 
GOVT’S ‘CHAOTIC’ CRISIS 
MANAGEMENT

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán’s 

management of the coronavirus crisis 

“has not only been a failure”, but it “has 

also created such chaotic conditions 

that have brought Hungary’s health-

care system to ruin”, the opposition 

parties said in a joint statement. The 

Socialist Party, Jobbik, the Democratic 

Coalition, Párbeszéd, LMP and the 

Momentum Movement accused the 

prime minister and his government 

of “trying to shift the blame for their 

failures” onto the unpredictable nature 

of the pandemic, Brussels and US 

financier George Soros. “But nobody 

can explain how a government that 

has granted itself unlimited power 

can create a situation in the middle 

of a global pandemic that leads to 

5,500 doctors and other health-care 

staff quitting the field,” they said. 

The parties said “this act of severe 

irresponsibility is more than just a 

simple failure on the government’s 

part”, insisting that the government 

had committed “a crime against the 

Hungarian people”. “Every single 

measure aimed at curbing the 

pandemic was introduced three to 

four weeks too late, which, tragically, 

gave the virus a massive lead,” they 

said. The statement said millions of 

Hungarians had been left to fend for 

themselves, receiving “nothing more 

than platitudes spouted on public 

television”, billboard ads and “false 

promises”. The parties called on the 

government to provide “targeted 

financial assistance” to all who need it.

FIDESZ MEP: EP USING 
LEFT-WING PRESSURE 
TACTICS ON RULE-OF-LAW 
ISSUE

Tamás Deutsch, an MEP of Hungary’s 

ruling Fidesz party, has slammed 

the European Parliament’s “political 

pressure tactics” aimed at persuading 

the European Commission to 

implement the rule-of-law 

conditionality. In an interview with 

public broadcaster Kossuth Rádió, 

Deutsch said that in his 12 years as 

an MEP he had “never seen the EP 

pass such a tacky resolution” as it 

had this past week when it declared 

it was prepared to take legal action 

against the commission if it delayed 

the application of the mechanism in 

the European Union’s budget that links 

EU funding to the rule of law.

“The European Parliament’s left-

wing majority, including the European 

People’s Party, is employing political 

pressure tactics on the issue made out 

to be about the rule of law,” Deutsch 

said. He called the resolution “an 

open threat” against the EC on the 

part of the legislative body’s “left-

wing majority”. Deutsch insisted that 

Hungary’s leftist MEPs were also “doing 

everything in their power to go against 

their own home country”. He said they 

were “working to keep the rule-of-law 

mechanism alive” to deprive Hungarian 

SMEs and local councils along with 

the country’s education and health-

care systems of the EU funding they 

are entitled to. The European and 

Hungarian left, he insisted, were 

looking to punish every country whose 

voters “had the courage to go against 

the European mainstream and choose 

civic, nationally-minded, centre-right 

conservative governments”.

SOCIALISTS CALL ON GOVT 
TO SUSPEND HEALTH 
WORKERS’ NEW LEGAL 
STATUS 

The opposition Socialist Party is calling 

on the government to take measures 

to prevent a further departure of 

health-care workers from the sector 

triggered by a new law on their 

legal status, a lawmaker of the party 

said. “The cabinet had better tackle, 

and not deny the situation that the 

establishment of a new legal status 

for health-care personnel has led to 

several thousand workers leaving their 

profession, which has caused severe 

shortages in the sector and cost 

human lives,” Ildikó Borbély Bangó told 

an online press conference. She said 

that despite the government’s “denial”, 

the shortage problem was a fact which 

had been proven by the government’s 

call for health-care volunteers and 

the issuance of a decree making it 
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possible for GPs to be ordered to work 

on hospital shifts. The party calls for 

an immediate suspension of the new 

legal status of health workers, a re-

introduction of their previous status 

as public employees and an immediate 

wage increase of all workers in the 

sector, Bangó said.

PÁRBESZÉD TURNS 
TO TOP COURT OVER 
GOVT REGULATION 
‘RESTRICTING RIGHT  
TO ASSEMBLY’

A board member of opposition 

Párbeszéd has turned to the 

Constitutional Court over a 

government regulation which the 

party says is restricting the right to 

assembly “using the coronavirus 

pandemic as an excuse”. Speaking 

at an online press conference over 

the weekend, Gábor Erőss, also a 

deputy district mayor in Budapest, 

referred to a regulation introduced 

under the special legal order by 

the government last November 

which bans demonstrations. He 

said he had prepared the appeal 

he submitted to the top court on 

the basis of the Hungarian Helsinki 

Committee’s legal complaint over 

the government regulation banning 

any demonstration without allowing 

even the option of filing a request 

for permission to authorities. Erőss 

noted that Párbeszéd had sought 

to organise a demonstration in 

protest against the “privatisation” of 

universities, “government graft” and 

the “robbing of local governments of 

their funds”, among other issues. “The 

government has not allowed any kind 

of demonstration to be held since 

November, not even those at which 

social distancing and mask-wearing 

rules would have been observed,” 

he said. Erőss said that “the right to 

assembly is one of the most important 

fundamental constitutional rights 

which is guaranteed ... even by the 

Basic Law adopted by two-thirds of 

MPs of [ruling] Fidesz”, adding that the 

party was asking the top court “to give 

people back the freedom of assembly”.

DEPUTY PM PAYS TRIBUTE 
TO VICTIMS OF 1990 
TÂRGU MUREȘ ETHNIC 
CLASHES

Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Semjén 

paid tribute to the victims of the 

1990 ethnic clashes in Târgu Mureș 

(Marosvásárhely), in central Romania 

over the weekend. In a letter 

read out at the inauguration of a 

monument honouring the victims of 

the clashes in Sângeorgiu de Mureș 

(Marosszentgyörgy), Semjén said it 

was thanks to the people of the central 

Romanian village that a bigger tragedy 

had been averted. “They were able to 

help limit the destruction, but instead 

of thanking them, the authorities at 

the time retaliated against them, even 

jailing six people,” the deputy PM in 

charge of Hungarian communities 

abroad, church policy and national 

and ethnic minorities wrote. Three of 

the anti-Hungarian pogrom’s six local 

victims were ethnic Hungarians and 

three of them Roma, Semjén wrote, 

adding that three were Catholic and 

three Calvinist. The deputy PM said 

the monument in the village proved 

that “Hungarians or Roma, Catholics 

or Calvinists, we are all human, with 

a shared fate and shared lives.” “By 

respecting each other’s faith and 

identity, we can also have a common 

future,” Semjén wrote.

On March 19, 1990, a group of 

Romanian men armed with spears 

and axes were transported to Târgu 

Mureș to “protect” the city from ethnic 

Hungarians. The mob attacked the 

headquarters of ethnic Hungarian 

RMDSZ party and brutally beat up 

several Hungarians, including well-

known author András Sütő. The next 

day, a counter-demonstration of ethnic 

Hungarians and Roma was organised, 

which drove the mob out of the city. 

Five people died in the clashes and 

278 were injured. Afterwards, the 

Romanian authorities only investigated 

the counter-demonstration, and only 

pressed charges against Hungarians 

and Roma, several of whom were 

sentenced to prison.

Meanwhile, Budapest Mayor 

Gergely Karácsony has proposed 

that a square in the city be given the 

name of Béla Puczi, leader of a group 

of Roma protecting ethnic Hungarians 

during the pogrom. Karácsony said 

on Facebook that the idea had come 

from several Roma organisations. The 

mayor said that “when ruling powers 

seek to divide a country it always leads 

to terrible acts and ramifications”. 
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“We must learn the lesson of mistakes 

made in the past through facing those 

mistakes,” he added.

HUNGARY RATING  
NOT UPDATED - MOODY’S

Moody’s Investors Service did not 

update Hungary’s sovereign rating 

on Friday, although it was scheduled 

for a review. At the previous review, 

in September 2020, Moody’s changed 

the outlook on Hungary’s Baa3 rating 

to positive from stable. The rating is 

one notch under the sovereign ratings 

assigned to Hungary by Fitch and S&P 

Global Ratings.

OFFICIALS, THEATRES 
MARK WORLD THEATRE 
DAY

Politicians and theatre directors sent 

messages, while theatres put on 

events on Saturday, to mark World 

Theatre Day. “Acting is one of the 

finest manifestations of the human 

soul,” Miklós Kásler, the human 

resources minister, said in a video 

on Facebook, sending his greetings 

on the occasion to theatres, artists 

and theatre-loving people. “In a year 

overwhelmed by a pandemic we 

have managed to present our cultural 

productions on digital platforms to 

the greatest possible extent with the 

help of our dedicated and creative 

professionals,” he said and thanked 

actors and actresses for their cultural 

and artistic work in creating value, 

nurturing traditions and strengthening 

the nation.

In a post on Facebook, Gergely 

Karácsony, the mayor of Budapest, 

regretted that the pandemic has 

prevented people from going to the 

theatre and enjoying performances 

for more than a year. “This situation 

is painful for people as an audience, 

yet, it is more painful for all those who 

are in the acting profession,” he said, 

calling on people to support theatres 

and artists by buying tickets to online 

performances.

In a joint video posted on 

Facebook, the directors of 31 

theatres in Budapest and cities 

across the country greeted 

theatre-loving people marking 

the international day. They noted 

that in the first wave of Hungarian 

theatre art “a line of theatres” had 

been built in burgeoning cities 

across the country from 1823. In a 

boom over the following 200 years 

theatre companies were formed “in 

Budapest and in almost all county 

seats in marvelous palaces”. In his 

message reflecting on the pandemic 

situation, Lajos Simon, director 

of the Zenthe Ferenc Theatre of 

Salgótarján, said that “in these 

gripping times we feel that we all 

belong together and feel even more 

strongly that theatre cannot exist 

without an audience, as much as 

we believe that an audience cannot 

exist without a theatre either.”


