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There are realistic chances that kindergartens, schools and secondary schools can reopen on April 19, Viktor Orbán told 

public broadcaster Kossuth Radio’s morning programme. He said the opening times of shops are planned to be extended 

in order to avoid long queues and the curfew will be adjusted accordingly. The operative board in charge of epidemic 

response was discussing the details of the regulations, Orbán added. He said that rather than predicting when the third 

wave would peak, the main question was when the numbers would start decreasing, but “nobody can tell that”. Some 275 

people died on Thursday, 11,823 were in hospital, including 1,480 on ventilators, he added. Orbán said there were 10,343 

free beds and 1,693 ventilators still available. Some 500 volunteers have joined the protective efforts and 1,200 medical 

students are also at work, he said. Orbán said the most difficult weeks of the pandemic were under way and the third wave 

was caused by the British variant, which is able to infect three times more people than previous variants. He asked young 

people to observe the regulations, also because of their own safety.

Hungary cannot reopen its economy yet but chances are good that, ahead of most or 
all European Union countries, life could become free by the summer and “we will have 
a free summer”, the prime minister said.
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Hungarian National Museum lit up to mark Greek Independence Day
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OrBÁN: hUNGarY WOULD 
BE aBLE TO aDMINISTEr 
MOrE JaBS

Hungary would be able to administer 

more jabs but there is a shortage of 

vaccines, Orbán said. The European 

Union summit which ended late on 

Thursday revealed that countries that 

have not ordered Eastern vaccines 

and rely on vaccines procured by 

Brussels only “are greatly behind us” 

in terms of their vaccination drive, he 

said. Orbán said an increase in the 

availability of vaccines is expected in 

April and May. It was a bad decision by 

EU prime ministers to allow Brussels to 

take over the procurement of vaccines 

from Western manufacturers, he said. 

Every country should have insisted 

on negotiating individually but they 

thought that sticking together would 

be more successful, he added. Brussels 

focused too much on the procurement 

price, which should have been of 

secondary importance as against 

protecting lives, Orbán said.

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

warned the government in November 

that there could be problems with 

vaccine supplies and talks should be 

started with Russia and China, he said. 

Countries that start such talks now will 

have to stand in line, whereas Hungary 

has secured a good place in the front, 

he added.

Orbán said 400,000 doses of 

vaccines were currently available, 

some 1.8 million people have been 

already vaccinated and 594,000 have 

also received their second jab. Some 

250,000 Russian vaccines are still 

in store waiting for approval to be 

released and 517,000 doses are kept 

in reserve to be used for a second 

shot, he added. Talks are under way 

about amending regulations for shops 

and changing to a system where one 

person will be allowed per ten square 

metre in every shop, he said. Orbán 

added that he insists that reopening 

cannot be allowed unless all registered 

persons above 65 get vaccinated. 

Some 71% of this age group have 

received their jabs so far and good 

progress is being made, he said. The 

prime minister said pregnant women 

were advised to be inoculated using 

Pfizer’s or Moderna’s vaccines and 

asked them to register for getting the 

jab.

Speaking about schools, Orbán 

said that all teachers and staff must 

be inoculated for a reopening, 

noting that 20,000 of those 102,000 

who have registered so far already 

received their shots. “The rest must 

also be vaccinated before schools are 

reopened, by April 10, so that schools, 

kindergartens and secondary schools 

could reopen April 19,” he said.

Hungary has vast vaccination 

capacity and GPs have been 

performing well in administering the 

jabs, Orbán said. “Everybody is tired, 

frustrated and can hardly wait to 

become free, which is why we aim to 

give people exact points of reference. 

In a modern democracy everybody is 

free to say whatever they like; but it 

is the chief medical officer and the 

government that are continually 

communicating credible information,” 

he said.  “We are going to have a free 

summer,” Orbán said, adding, however, 

that certain events may only be 

attended with an immunity certificate.

SZIJJÁrTÓ caLLS 
FOr SPEEDING UP EU 
accESSION OF WESTErN 
BaLKaNS

The accession of countries of the 

Western Balkans to the European 

Union must be speeded up, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó told an annual 

online conference on the region 

organised by the foreign affairs and 

foreign economy institute and Konrad-

Adenauer-Stiftung. Szijjártó said the 

stability of the Western Balkans was 

in Hungary’s economic and national 

security interest. As a result, helping 

countries in the Western Balkans and 

promoting their EU and Euro-Atlantic 

accession was a central element of 

Hungarian foreign policy, he added. 

The Hungarian government knows 

well what it is like when the Western 

Balkans are characterised by peace, 

stability and development and what it 

is like when these are missing, he said.

If the Western Balkans are not 

stable enough then they are unable 

to hinder illegal migratory waves, to 

fight against terrorism, to take action 

against organised crime and to prevent 

the spread of extremist ideologies, he 

added.

The minister said it was also in the 

EU’s interest to expand and improve 
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economic and trade cooperation with 

the region. Last year, the volume of 

trade between the EU and the Western 

Balkans exceeded 50 billion euros, he 

said, adding that Hungary played an 

important role in this. He also said 

that Brexit represented a great loss 

to the EU, with the community losing 

one-eighth of its population and its 

economic output decreasing by one-

seventh. This loss should be somehow 

compensated and there is no other 

way than to speed up enlargement, 

he added. Szijjártó said that NATO 

was ahead of the EU with three extra 

members: Albania, North Macedonia 

and Montenegro and added that if this 

trend continues, integration will lose 

its credibility and attraction.

He said Hungary was proud 

of taking over the command of 

the KFOR mission in Kosovo from 

November. A total of 420 Hungarian 

soldiers are currently stationed in 

the region and their number will 

exceed 500 by the end of the year, 

he said. Hungary is also proudly 

participating in the EUFOR Bosnia-

Herzegovina mission with 52 soldiers, 

which makes the country the third 

largest contributor, he added. It has 

been obvious since the start of illegal 

migration in 2015 that the Western 

Balkans being stable and strong 

could help suppress migratory waves, 

he said. In order to support this, 

Hungary has sent police to Serbia 

and Macedonia to help protect the 

most vulnerable borders, he added. 

Hungary has offered the same help 

to Bosnia-Herzegovina, he said.

Szijjártó said that in the fight against 

the coronavirus epidemic, Hungary 

has donated 800,000 masks, 75,000 

protective clothing and 100,000 

ventilators to the region, plus more 

recently, 50,000 PCR tests.

The Hungarian government’s 

position is that it’s much better to 

protect people’s work than to hand 

out benefits. As a result, Hungarian 

companies have been helped to carry 

out investment in the Western Balkans, 

which supports the economies of both 

Hungary and the countries of the 

Western Balkans, he added.

NOVÁK: ‘FIDESZ’S 
FarEWELL TO EPP WaS NO 
EaSY DEcISION’

Bidding farewell to the European 

People’s Party (EPP) was not an 

easy decision, it was however time 

for Fidesz to leave the party family, 

Katalin Novák, the deputy leader of 

Hungary’s ruling party, told Flemish 

public television VRT in an interview 

late on Thursday.

Fidesz’s MEPs quit the EPP group 

in the European Parliament on 

March 3 after the group approved 

its new procedural rules. “Fidesz’s 

biggest concern was that [with the 

changes] the EPP would have curbed 

the rights of Fidesz’s MEPs which 

is unacceptable,” Novák said. “Now 

there is a new situation, a beginning 

of something new,” she said, adding 

that Hungary’s ruling party now 

has the opportunity to represent 

Christian Democratic values in the 

European Parliament. Europe is facing 

a demographic crisis and Fidesz’s 

solution for tackling it is supporting 

families and raising children rather 

than supporting mass migration, said 

Novák, who is also Hungary’s family 

affairs minister. Regarding Fidesz’s 

possible new allies, Novák said the 

party “was not thinking along the lines 

of a new group”. “You will not have 

to wait too long to see what kind of 

political alliance is being formed with 

Fidesz’s participation,” she said.

cOrONaVIrUS - 275 
FaTaLITIES, 11,265 NEW 
INFEcTIONS

Fully 275 generally elderly patients with 

co-morbidities died over the past 24 

hours, while 11,265 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said. Altogether 1,803,533 people have 

been vaccinated in Hungary, 594,662 

of whom have received a second shot, 

the portal said.

The number of active infections has 

risen to 202,799 while hospitals are 

caring for 11,823 Covid patients, 1,480 

of whom need respiratory assistance.

Altogether 58,667 people are in 

official home quarantine, and the 

number of tests stands at 4,443,610. 

Since the first outbreak, 614,612 

infections have been registered, 

while fatalities have risen to 19,499. 

Fully 392,314 people have made a 

recovery. So far, most infections have 

been registered in Budapest (116,665) 

and Pest County (86,046), followed by 

the counties of Győr-Moson-Sopron 
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(35,138), Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén 

(34,149) and Hajdú-Bihar (32,837). 

Tolna County has the fewest infections 

(13,373).

rEGISTraTION  
FOr VaccINaTION  
caN BE chEcKED ONLINE

The national health insurance fund 

has launched an online platform 

where anyone can check the status of 

their registration for vaccination, the 

government website koronavirus.gov.

hu has said. The status of registration 

can be checked at https://vakcinareg.

neak.gov.hu/regisztracio/

People who have registered for 

vaccination but have not received 

their jab yet can query the status 

of their registration submitted at 

vakcinainfo.gov.hu or in paper form 

at the Hungarian state treasury. The 

social security (TAJ) number and the 

date of birth must be filled in to start 

the query which gives either a Yes or a 

No response. The website added that 

after registering for vaccination, it takes 

a few days for the system to process 

the request.

FIVE-POINT aGrEEMENT 
SIGNED aT MUNIcIPaL 
DEVELOPMENT cOUNcIL 
SESSION

The government and the Budapest 

city council signed a five-point 

agreement at a session of the 

Municipal Development Council, 

agreeing that the cabinet and 

the local council would hold 

consultations on the use of European 

Union funding in Budapest. 

Balázs Fürjes, state secretary for 

developments in the capital and 

its agglomeration, told a joint press 

conference held with deputy mayor 

Ambrus Kiss after the session that a 

joint working team would be set up to 

discuss the utilisation of EU resources 

for Budapest and the government 

would make its decisions following 

these discussions.

The cabinet has earmarked 3,000 

billion forints (EUR 8.2bn) from funding 

available in the next EU budget period 

to be spent mainly in Budapest and 

to a lesser part in the agglomeration, 

Fürjes said. In line with Brussels 

regulations, only 80 billion forints 

would have to be spent on Budapest, 

he added.

It was also agreed that out of 

42 billion forints available in the 

scheme dubbed Healthy Budapest, 

10 billion forints would be granted 

to district local councils to build 

and modernise doctors’ surgeries 

and buy medical equipment, he 

said. He added that the Budapest 

mayor would make proposals 

on the distribution of funds and 

75% of the resources would go 

to opposition-led district local 

councils. An agreement was also 

signed on a green development 

scheme affecting 39 areas totalling 

in size more than 2,500 large football 

pitches, he said. The government 

has agreed to take over the 

financing and implementation of 

three large development projects 

in Budapest, Fürjes said.


