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The next category to be inoculated will be people working in key sectors, including electricity distribution companies and 

public transport, Cecília Müller told an online press briefing of the operative board responsible for coordinating Hungary’s 

efforts to handle the coronavirus pandemic. With the virus spreading even more rapidly than before, the operative board 

and the national vaccination working group have decided to expand Hungary’s vaccination programme to cover the 

employees of Budapest transport authority BKK, the Paks nuclear power plant in central Hungary, state-owned energy 

company MVM and railway companies MÁV and GYSEV, Müller said. “We must expand the circle of vaccine recipients while 

continuing to inoculate those over the age of 65 at vaccination points and general practitioners’ clinics,” she insisted. The 

chief medical officer also said that while Hungary was making good progress with its vaccination programme, it still did 

not have access to a sufficient amount of vaccines.

Hungary will begin vaccinating its critical infrastructure workers against coronavirus, 
the chief medical officer said.

KEY INFraSTrUcTUrE STaFF TO BE VaccINaTED
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President János Áder meets Chinese Defence Minister Wei Fenghe in Budapest 
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SZIJJÁrTÓ: rUSSIa NOT 
SEEN aS SEcUrITY ThrEaT 
IN hUNGarY 

Hungary does not consider Russia a 

direct security threat to its territory 

but understands and respects that 

other NATO member states think 

differently, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said in Brussels after a two-day 

session of NATO foreign ministers. As 

a committed NATO member, Hungary 

has always been loyal to its allies, 

Szijjártó told Hungarian journalists. 

Hungary has contributed to NATO’s 

reinforcement actions on its eastern 

wing and will continue to help to boost 

the Baltic states’ “security and sense 

of security”, he said. If Hungary is loyal 

to its allies, it can rightly expect them 

to follow suit if the rights of Ukraine’s 

ethnic Hungarian community are 

“systematically and grossly violated”, 

Szijjártó said. “Hungary will always 

take a stand for the rights of ethnic 

Hungarian communities, irrespective 

of their size,” the minister said. Hungary 

cannot accept that ethnic minority 

issues are seen as bilateral affairs, as 

the obligation to respect national 

minorities forms part and parcel of 

international standards and several 

NATO documents, Szijjártó said. Nor 

can Hungary accept any reference 

to Russian presence in Ukraine as an 

excuse for the violation of Hungarian 

minority rights, Szijjártó said. 

Transcarpathian Hungarians cannot 

be blamed for what is under way in 

eastern Ukraine, he added. Hungary 

expects its allies to make it clear for 

Ukraine that meeting its obligations, 

including respect for minority rights, 

is a precondition for it to more closely 

cooperate with NATO, Szijjártó said. 

Concerning central Europe’s energy 

supply, the minister said that the 

countries in question would need 

new infrastructure and new supply 

routes to be able to purchase gas from 

new sources. To diversify their energy 

import, they would require financial 

support for the construction of new 

gas pipelines and that the companies 

concerned should make a strategic 

approach and not only a financial 

one. The minister expressed hope 

that the channels of communication 

with Russia would remain open for the 

discussion of crucial issues and that 

the level of East-West confrontation 

would decrease in the period to 

come. “We, central Europeans have 

a vested interest in a civilised and 

calm East-West dialogue based on 

mutual respect,” he said. In response 

to a question, Szijjártó said Hungary’s 

choice of anti-coronavirus vaccines 

had never been motivated by 

ideological considerations. “It is high 

time that ideologically motivated anti-

vaxx propaganda were discontinued 

both in Hungary and abroad,” he said.

hOSPITaL DIrEcTOraTE: 
500 VOLUNTEErS aPPLY 
TO aSSIST hOSPITaL STaFF

Some 500 medical students and 

graduate volunteers have applied to 

help ease the burden on hospital staff 

treating Covid-19 patients, the deputy 

head of Hungary’s national hospital 

manager said. The National Hospital 

Directorate-General on Monday 

issued a call for medical students and 

volunteers to assist with the country’s 

response to the third wave of the 

coronavirus epidemic. “There is now a 

greater need than ever for committed 

helpers to support the work of our 

doctors and nurses,” the directorate’s 

appeal said.

Hungary has begun transferring 

health-care staff to the more 

overburdened areas, especially the 

northern region, Péter Takács, deputy 

director-general of the National 

Hospital Directorate-General told 

public news channel M1. The number 

of hospitalised Covid patients “has 

reached its peak” in Győr-Moson-

Sopron, Komárom-Esztergom, 

Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg and Nógrád 

counties, he added. Volunteers 

applying to help out will be filling in 

for those who have been transferred 

to other areas, working primarily at 

outpatient clinics and vaccination 

points, Takács said. 

hUNGarY rEcOrDS 249 
FaTaLITIES, 7,587 NEW 
INFEcTIONS

Fully 249 generally elderly patients 

with co-morbidities died over the past 

24 hours, while 7,587 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Wednesday. Altogether 

1,696,110 people have been vaccinated 

in Hungary, 494,520 of whom have 
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received a second shot, the portal 

said. The number of active infections 

has risen to 192,951 while hospitals are 

caring for 11,805 Covid patients, 1,423 

of whom need respiratory assistance. 

Altogether 51,230 people are in official 

home quarantine, and the number of 

tests stands at 4,367,900. Since the 

first outbreak, 593,710 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 18,952. Fully 381,807 people 

have made a recovery. So far, most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest (113,061) and Pest County 

(82,772), followed by the counties of 

Győr-Moson-Sopron (34,013), Borsod-

Abaúj-Zemplén (32,955) and Hajdú-

Bihar (31,704). Tolna County has the 

fewest infections (12,887).

SZIJJÁrTÓ: US VaLUES 
cENTraL EUrOPE

The United States values central 

Europe, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said after a meeting with his NATO 

counterparts in Brussels, adding that 

the US and central Europe could be 

expected to cooperate closely on a 

number of political and economic 

issues. Speaking after talks between 

the foreign ministers of the Visegrad 

Group countries and US Secretary of 

State Antony Blinken, Szijjártó said 

the first ever such meeting indicated 

the strength of the V4 as well as the 

importance of the central European 

region. Hungary stands ready to 

cooperate with the US at international 

forums, especially in terms of efforts 

against terrorism, Szijjártó said at the 

meeting. He noted that Hungary had 

been one of the first countries to 

join a US initiative against the Islamic 

State militant group, adding that it 

would uphold that commitment. 

Hungary and the US have also built 

good cooperation in supporting 

persecuted religious communities, he 

added. Hungary and the US are linked 

through their support for Israel, too, 

Szijjártó said. “Hungary has always 

rejected unilateral, unfair and biased 

attacks on Israel,” he said, adding that 

“Israel, too, deserves a balanced and 

fair approach”. 

The Hungarian government supports 

the US’s return to the UN Human Rights 

Council, and will vote to that effect, 

the minister said. Szijjártó called it 

important that the US could be relied 

on in terms of its support for the EU 

and NATO integration of the Western 

Balkans. He also highlighted the Three 

Seas Initiative as a crucial scheme in ties 

between the US and central Europe. He 

said that completion of infrastructure 

developments were instrumental in 

ensuring the region’s energy security, 

and asked Blinken that US companies 

view those projects as well as schemes 

aimed at finding new energy sources “as 

strategic rather than financial ventures”. 

Szijjártó said Hungary was proud 

that US businesses were the second 

largest investor group in the country, 

with 1,700 companies employing some 

105,000 Hungarians. “I think that we 

will be in a position to successfully 

develop ties between Hungary and 

the US on a basis of mutual respect in 

the near future,” Szijjártó said.

LOcaL cOUNcIL-rUN 
OUTPaTIENT cLINIcS 
TO BE OVErSEEN BY 
hOSPITaLS

Hungary’s local council-run outpatient 

clinics will be managed by the local 

hospitals until the expiration of the 

special legal order in connection 

with measures aimed at protecting 

the country against the coronavirus 

pandemic, the government’s 

coronavirus press centre said. The 

move is aimed at improving patient 

care, easing the burden on health-

care workers and ensuring the 

implementation of Hungary’s Covid-19 

vaccination strategy, the centre told 

MTI. It will also ensure that the health-

care system operates under a single 

leadership, thereby improving the 

effectiveness of protective measures 

against the virus, it added.

The centre also emphasised the 

importance of having outpatient 

clinics participate in the health-care 

sector’s pandemic defence efforts 

and take part in the country’s mass 

vaccination drive. The government 

will therefore issue a decree 

authorising hospitals to oversee 

the operations of outpatient clinics 

in their areas for the duration of 

the special legal order, the centre 

said. The decree will also expand 

the authority of county hospitals, 

university clinics and the capital’s 

central hospitals to oversee all 

activities related to health care in their 

respective areas. 
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BUDaPEST PaYS TrIBUTE 
TO cOVID VIcTIMS

Budapest  Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony cal led for  sustained 

patience f rom the cit y ’s 

residents in a Facebook message, 

fo l lowing a one -minute 

s toppage of  public  t ranspor t 

ser vices at  noon,  paying tr ibute 

to v ic t ims of  the epidemic . 

Karácsony said recent days 

saw a “painful ly ”  high number 

of  v ic t ims,  adding that  the 

one -minute si lence could not 

br ing back those that  died but 

represented a warning that there 

was no room for impatience” and 

“no mat ter  how di f f icult ,  we 

must still  hold on”.  “ The minute-

long si lence also reminded 

ever yone that  we owe a debt 

of  grat i tude to those that  make 

ever y ef for t  to f ight  for  other 

people’s  l ives ,”  he said .

JUSTIcE MINISTEr: ONLY 
STrONG NaTION-STaTES 
caN MaNaGE crISIS

The European Union’s Covid 

vaccine procurement strategy 

has proven inef fective, and 

it has become clear that only 

strong nation-states are capable 

of getting on top of the crisis, 

Justice Minister Judit Varga said 

on the sidelines of a meeting of 

the bloc’s General Af fairs Council. 

In a video on Facebook, Varga 

said that during the third wave 

of the coronavirus pandemic it 

had become clear that the EU’s 

procurement of vaccines was 

too slow and that “the Brussels 

bureaucracy is keeping secrets.” 

She said “another important 

lesson” of the past year was that 

only strong and sovereign nation-

states were capable of managing 

the crisis. 

BUDaPEST, WarSaW 
MaYOrS MarK 
hUNGarIaN-POLISh 
FrIENDShIP DaY 

The mayors of Budapest and Warsaw 

marked the day of friendship between 

the Hungarian and Polish peoples in 

a statement. Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony published the statement, 

signed with his Polish counterpart Rafal 

Trzaskowski, on Facebook. “Poles and 

Hungarians demonstrated not only their 

mutual affection and brotherhood but 

their courage and self-sacrifice to help and 

protect each other on many an occasion 

during hard times in their history,” the 

statement said. “This is a friendship we 

have treasured and appreciated,” the 

two mayors wrote. They noted their 

commitment to strengthening ties at the 

level of the two capitals and making “joint 

efforts to build free local democracies and 

cooperate to ensure better municipal 

access to European funding”.


