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Cecília Müller, speaking at the daily press conference of the coronavirus operative board, said she hoped that a greater 

choice of vaccines would bolster the country’s vaccination programme, adding that “the jab is the only way out of the 

epidemic”. She said that 1.59 million Hungarians, 16% of the population, had received at least their first shot, but warned 

that the third wave of the pandemic was “still extremely dynamic”, with the highly infectious British coronavirus variant 

causing 90% of the new cases. “We’re running a race against time; the more immunised people we have, the sooner the 

epidemic will subside,” she said, encouraging citizens to “accept the vaccine offered without further consideration”. Müller 

said that the highest number of hospitalised Covid-patients, 625 people, are being treated in the hospitals of Budapest’s 

Semmelweis University, while another 450 were in the city’s Honvéd hospital.

Hungary’s medicines authority OGYÉI has granted licences for use to the Chinese 
CanSino coronavirus vaccine and Covishield, AstraZeneca’s vaccine produced in India, 
the chief medical officer said.

TWO FURTHER VACCINES LICENCED IN HUNGARY

Coronavirus updates

Cbank Monetary Council holds rate-
setting meeting

EU affairs ministers meet

Finance Ministry releases detailed 
budget report for Jan-Feb
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The Museum of Ethnography under construction in Budapest’s City Park
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SZIJJÁRTÓ SLAMS EU 
MYANMAR, CHINA 
SANCTIONS 

Hungary sees the European Union’s 

sanctions against persons and 

institutions in Myanmar and China 

as “pointless, grandstanding and 

harmful”, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said. Speaking to Hungarian 

press on the sidelines of a meeting 

of EU foreign ministers in Brussels, 

Szijjártó said such strategic decisions 

were “particularly senseless” at a time 

when international cooperation was 

gaining special significance as “a tool 

to save lives rather than [introducing] 

austerity measures”.  The sanctions will 

further poison EU-China ties, relations 

the former could profit from greatly 

“if cooperation could be based on 

rational thinking,” Szijjártó said. 

The EU approved sanctions against 

11 Myanmar citizens and four legal 

entities registered there in response 

to their role in the Feb. 1 coup in 

the country and in the bloody 

repercussions against demonstrations 

there. The sanctions list also contains 

four Chinese citizens. 

Meanwhile, regarding the Cotonou 

Agreement between the European 

Union and the African, Caribbean and 

Pacific Group of States (ACP), Szijjártó 

said it has “become a pro-migration 

agreement aimed at increasing 

migration pressure on the bloc’s 

member states.” Szijjártó said the 

agreement, which is being extended 

after its expiration in December 

2020, “completely ignores the new 

reality that millions of people have 

lost their jobs in Europe”. “Now is not 

the time to inspire people from the 

[ACP] region to come to Europe,” he 

said. The EU’s priority should be to 

tackle the challenges closer to home 

and to create jobs for everyone who 

have lost theirs due to the coronavirus 

pandemic, he said.  

Szijjártó also noted that the 

European Commission planned to 

approve the document in a way that 

would not need the ratification of 

individual member states. Hungary 

will fight against such a procedure 

with all means at its disposal, he 

said, calling it “unacceptable” that 

“Brussels should launch a new attack 

to ramp up migration in the midst of 

the coronavirus pandemic”. “We insist 

on national parliaments having a say 

in whether they want to ratify a pro-

migration document,” he added.

Commenting on talks between 

the EU foreign affairs council and the 

United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights, Szijjártó said Hungary 

was deeply committed to protecting 

human rights, including the rights of 

ethnic minorities. Szijjártó insisted that 

minority rights were being “employed 

discriminatively” in international 

politics. “They try to ignore” the rights 

of religious and national minorities 

contrary to the rights of “other kinds 

of minorities”, he said. Meanwhile, the 

rights of ethnic minorities is violated 

in many places around the world, he 

said, citing Ukraine as an example, 

saying that “systematic violations” 

of the rights of Hungarian ethnic 

minorities were ongoing there. “We 

expect the UN and the EU to be at 

least as vocal on this issue as they are 

on real or alleged human rights abuses 

a thousand kilometres away. We expect 

them to champion the rights of ethnic 

minorities at least as strongly as those 

of other minorities,” Szijjártó said. 

Although Christians are among the 

most persecuted religious communities 

around the world, that fact is barely 

noted in international documents, he 

said. Hungary wants this discriminative 

practice to stop, he said.

HUNGARY REGISTERS 189 
CORONAVIRUS FATALITIES, 
9,046 MORE INFECTIONS

Fully 189 generally elderly patients 

with co-morbidities died over the past 

24 hours, while 9,046 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said on Monday. Altogether 1,589,601 

people have been vaccinated in 

Hungary, 479,389 of whom have 

received a second shot, the portal 

said. The number of active infections 

has risen to 188,525, while hospitals are 

caring for 11,276 Covid patients, 1,340 

of whom need respiratory assistance. 

Altogether 43,961 people are in official 

home quarantine, and the number of 

tests stands at 4,315,305. Since the first 

outbreak, 580,642 infections have been 

registered, while fatalities have risen to 

18,451. Fully 373,666 people have made 

a recovery. So far, most infections have 

been registered in Budapest (110,444) 

and Pest County (80,598), followed by 
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the counties of Győr-Moson-Sopron 

(33,430), Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén (32,472) 

and Hajdú-Bihar (311,188). Tolna County 

has the fewest infections (12,582).

ALL VACCINE BATCHES 
MUST GET HUNGARIAN 
AUTHORITY’S APPROVAL 

Hungary’s medicines authority OGYÉI 

said in a statement that all batches of 

the new vaccines delivered to Hungary 

would have to be approved by the 

National Public Health Centre (NNK) 

before being administered to the 

public. The regulator said it has granted 

a temporary authorisation for the use 

of the CoviShield jab, which, similarly to 

AstraZeneca’s vaccine, is a viral vector 

shot. The vaccine is being developed 

in India using technology granted 

to the Serum Institute of India by 

AstraZeneca. Canadian drug regulator 

Health Canada granted authorisation 

for the emergency use of the vaccine 

in February after concluding that it was 

similar enough to the AstraZeneca jab.

CanSino, OGYÉI noted, is also a viral 

vector vaccine developed by CanSino 

Biologics and the Beijing Institute of 

Biotechnology. The regulator said it has 

authorised the purchase of samples 

of the single-dose vaccine, having 

reviewed the documentation of its 

production process in December. The 

samples are being studied by the NNK. 

CanSino Biologics said in a statement 

on Monday that clinical trials of the 

vaccine have shown that a single 

dose is 65.7% effective at preventing 

symptomatic Covid-19. However, 

the jab has been found to be 90.9% 

effective when it came to preventing 

severe illness from the virus, it said.

One scientist involved in the 

development of the vaccine told 

Chinese public television earlier 

this month that one dose of the jab 

provided protection against the 

virus for six months, while two doses 

provided immunity for up to two years.

KSH: NUMBER OF 2020 
DEATHS 6.3% HIGHER 
THAN FIVE-YEAR AVERAGE

The number of deaths in Hungary 

grew by 6.3% in 2020 compared with 

the average of the five previous years, 

the head of the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said. According to Hungary’s 

electronic registry system, 140,900 

people died in the country last year, 

8,331 more than the average in 2015-

2019, Gabriella Vukovich said. The 

increase was the sixth lowest in the 

European Union, behind Latvia, Iceland, 

Finland, Denmark and Estonia, she 

noted. Slovenia and Poland are “at the 

other end of that sad list” with 18% and 

19%, respectively, she said. Last year, 

Hungary recorded 9,884 coronavirus-

related deaths, Vukovich said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: CHINESE, 
RUSSIAN JABS GREATLY 
HELPED SPEED UP 
HUNGARY’S VACCINATION 
DRIVE

The coronavirus vaccine is not an 

ideological issue and the acquisition 

of vaccines from China and Russia has 

greatly helped speed up Hungary’s 

vaccination drive, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said in an interview 

with the Russia Today TV channel. 

Szijjártó said more than 1.5 million 

Hungarians had been inoculated 

against the coronavirus by Sunday 

morning, which would not have 

been possible if vaccines had not 

been procured from the East. Some 

700,000 Hungarians received an 

Eastern vaccine as their first jab, and it 

is easy to calculate how much worse 

the situation would be had Hungary 

not bought vaccines from China 

and Russia, he said. “Vaccine is not 

a question of ideology for us it is a 

matter of saving lives and if we had 

not contracted Chinese and Russian 

vaccine we couldn’t have saved the 

health and lives of many Hungarians,” 

he added. Szijjártó said that Sputnik 

V had been reviewed by Hungarian 

experts and approved by the 

national regulatory body, as allowed 

under European Union regulations 

in cases of emergency. “And that’s 

what made us a little bit fed up ... 

that the way Hungary has approved 

Sputnik was considered in western 

Europe and in the global media as if 

we had made something against the 

European regulations which is not 

true. European regulations say very 

clearly that in the case of emergency 

you can make such a move,” he said. 

“We’re actually used to that. Whatever 

we do here in Hungary is immediately 

attacked and then a couple of months 

or years after, everybody follows. Of 
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course, nobody gives the credit for us 

to be first, but this is not how politics 

works,” he added. Szijjártó said every 

day around 9,000-10,000 Hungarians 

are registered as being infected with 

Covid-19, while the number of deaths 

exceeds 200 and the economy suffers 

damage of more than 30 million euros 

because of restrictions.

“So it’s very easy to calculate: if you 

are able to increase the number of 

vaccines in your country and if you 

are able to accelerate the vaccination 

procedure, you can win big. You can 

save the lives of the people, you can 

save the health of the people and 

you can come closer to ... re-opening 

the country and re-starting the 

economy,” he added. “So I think this is 

the very clear reason why now western 

European countries understand that if 

they are not able to add Sputnik or any 

other type of vaccine to their portfolio, 

they will be in a very complicated 

and challenging situation,” he said. 

“I can tell you one thing for sure, the 

centralised procurement procedure 

managed by Brussels has failed, has 

failed because, regardless of the 

promises and the expectations, there 

are much less vaccines arriving and 

much slower compared to what had 

been said before,” he added.

ORBÁN DISCUSSES 
REOPENING PLANS WITH 
FAMILY AFFAIRS ORGS

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán discussed 

strategies concerning Hungary’s post-

pandemic era with representatives 

of family affairs organisations, the 

PM’s press chief said on Monday. 

Following his talks with the head of 

the Hungarian Academy of Sciences 

on the same subject last week, the 

prime minister discussed Hungary’s 

post-Covid future with the heads of 

the Single Parents’ Centre, the National 

Association of Large Families, the Three 

Princes, Three Princesses Foundation, 

the Hungarian Kopp Mária Institute for 

Population Growth and Families, and 

Family Affairs Minister Katalin Novák.

“The country doesn’t just need to 

be restarted in terms of the economy,” 

Orbán said in a Facebook video after 

the talks. “This lockdown and isolation 

has been hard on families, and a plan 

is needed on how we should reopen 

schools, restart sporting life and study 

groups, how we should reorganise 

summer camps and how the country 

can regain its vim, its self-confidence 

and how we can regain our trust 

in each other.” The organisations 

presented “several good proposals” 

many of which will soon be submitted 

to the cabinet, Orbán said.

DK SLAMS GOVERNMENT 
OVER VENTILATOR 
CAPACITIES 

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has called on the government 

to indicate the maximum number 

of ventilators that could be used in 

Hungarian hospitals simultaneously. 

DK spokesman Balázs Barkóczi told 

a press conference that though 

the government had earlier spent 

“hundreds of billions” of forints to 

purchase ventilators “for campaign 

purposes”, it “keeps changing the 

number of machines they say are 

sufficiently staffed to operate”.  “When 

only a couple hundred patients were 

on ventilators, government officials said 

up to 1,000 patients could be assisted at 

a time; when the number went above 

900 hundred, they said the capacity was 

enough for 1,400 patients, and now, 

when the breathing of 1,340 patients is 

being assisted, the same officials claim 

that even 2,000 patients could be put 

on ventilators,” Barkóczi said. Referring 

to reports from the medical profession, 

Barkóczi insisted that “they often have 

to choose which one of two patients” 

to put on a ventilator.

NEW LIGET PROJECT 
PHASE TO RENEW 80,000 
SQM OF PARKLAND

Some 80,000 square metres of 

Budapest’s City Park will be renewed 

and 200 trees will be planted in the 

current phase of the Liget Project in 

the next one year, László Baán, the 

ministerial commissioner in charge of 

the programme, said. Baán said the 

project was “the largest gardening and 

landscaping programme in Hungary’s 

history”, adding further green areas 

to the park and renewing the existing 

vegetation. So far, nearly 150,000 

square metres of the park have been 

renewed, and 72,000 square metres of 

paving removed, Baán said. Nearly 500 

trees, over 70,000 shrubs and 140,000 

perennials have been planted, he added.
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ÁDER’S TALKS WITH 
CLIMATE RESEARCHER 
ÜRGE-VORSATZ 

President János Áder, in his latest 

environmental Blue Planet podcast, 

discussed issues around the IPCC with 

climate researcher Diána Ürge-Vorsatz, 

a member of the United Nations 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC), who is also a professor 

of the Central European University. 

Áder said the consensus in science 

that climate change is man-made and 

the result of the use of fossil fuels was 

almost complete.

Ürge-Vorsatz said that in last 200 years 

carbon that had been stored in plants 

for hundreds of millions of years had 

been released into the atmosphere by 

mankind. This, she added, changed the 

balance central to ensuring a stable 

climate. Global average temperatures 

have risen by one degree over a few 

decades, leading to more and more 

extreme weather events such as 

droughts, floods, and storms, she said. 

Much of human civilisation, wealth, and 

infrastructure are concentrated on the 

shores of seas and oceans and other 

waterways that are increasingly exposed 

to extreme weather events, she added. 

Áder said a rise of 1.5-2 metres in the sea 

level would obliterate Florida.

Ürge-Vorsatz said that whereas 

humanity has woken up to the 

dangers, actions to combat climate 

change needed to be speeded up. 

The transition away from fossil fuels 

would not be easy, she said, but if it 

were done “skilfully” then society and 

the world would be cleaner, healthier 

and richer, she added. Áder argued 

that various energy production 

solutions were needed, and “nuclear 

energy also has a role”. “Regrettably, 

there’s no such thing as a free lunch 

and there’s no free energy,” he said. 

Ürge-Vorsatz also emphasised the 

importance of energy efficiency. 

Áder agreed, saying that by 

boosting energy efficiency, energy 

consumption could be reduced 

by 20-30% without harming the 

economy or denting living standards.

Meanwhile, Ürge-Vorsatz noted that 

the next IPCC report will be published 

in 2022. Ürge-Vorsatz also warned of 

the dangers of harming the living 

environment. She noted bees are not 

the only insects to pollinate crops, 

and flies and male mosquitoes were 

responsible for three-quarters of cross-

fertilization. “There won’t be any food 

if we exterminate insects,” she said.


