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Dömötör said just 12% of respondents think the restrictions should be lifted in a single go. He said the government would 

prepare a plan for re-opening the country based on the results of the survey and adjust the gradual lifting of restrictions 

to the number of people who have been inoculated against the coronavirus. “The prime minister is consulting on the 

details of the re-opening with Hungarian experts and the prime ministers of countries that are ahead of Hungary in their 

vaccination rollout,” he added. Dömötör said 65% of the survey respondents think people who can certify immunity against 

Covid-19 should be exempt from some restrictions, and 58% said these people should be allowed to go to events such 

as concerts or sports matches. He added that 79% agree that only foreigners who can certify Covid-19 immunity should 

be allowed into the country until the end of the pandemic. About 74% of respondents say the first restriction to be lifted 

should be the evening curfew, in place from 8:00 in the evening until 5:00 in the morning.

About 88% of the respondents to a national consultation surveying Hungarians on 
their views of re-opening the country believe pandemic restrictions should be lifted 
gradually, state secretary Csaba Dömötör said on Facebook on Saturday.

NATL CONSULTATION RESPONDENTS WANT GRADUAL 
RE-OPENING

Coronavirus updates

Parliament holds plenary session

EU foreign ministers’ meeting in 
Brussels
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Stork in the southwest Hungarian village of Iharosberény
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: EUROPE’S 
SECURITY STARTS WITH 
AFRICA’S SECURITY

The stability and security of 

Europe starts with the stability and 

security of Africa, Foreign Minister 

Peter Szijjártó said on Saturday. 

In a video message posted on 

Facebook, Szijjártó told the second 

foreign ministers’ conference on 

the Sahel region that Hungary’s 

position is that migration poses 

a very serious security challenge 

for the European Union. “We do 

have to stop migration instead of 

managing it and the way how we 

have to stop the migratory f lows 

is to tackle the causes, and we 

understand that one of the major 

root causes of illegal migration is 

terrorism,” he said.

Africa has been faced with the 

challenge of terrorism in recent 

years and African countries and 

nations must be given help 

to be successful in their fight 

against terrorism, he added. 

“We understand that the Sahel 

region has been faced with this 

tremendous challenge, as well,” 

he said. Hungary has tripled its 

contribution to the EU mission in 

the Sahel and supports France’s 

proposal “to make our presence 

there as a major European 

operation in the future”.

Hungary also helps countries of the 

region in the areas of economy and 

education, he added.

GOVT OFFICE ACCUSES 
OPPOSITION COUNCILS OF 
SHIRKING VACCINATION 
ASSISTANCE FOR GPS

The Budapest government office said 

it had received “multiple complaints” 

from GPs that left-wing district 

councils were failing to provide staff 

to assist them in the administrative 

tasks connected to the Covid-19 

inoculation campaign. The working 

group coordinating vaccinations 

within the pandemic operative 

board asked local councils months 

ago to provide staff for GP offices, 

to facilitate duties such as fixing 

appointments and other paperwork, 

the government office said, calling 

the shirking of such functions 

“unacceptable”. 

In response, Budapest Mayor 

Gergely Karácsony and 14 district 

mayors signed a statement calling 

the government office’s claims “lies”. 

Local councils are in regular contact 

with the “GPs doing superhuman 

work and provide all help possible 

under the law”, the statement 

said. Local authorities are “ready 

and able” to aid the inoculation 

campaign by providing venues 

and staff, the statement said. The 

city municipality and district offices 

have launched several initiatives to 

do so, but “mostly only received 

political attacks in return”, the 

statement said.  The statement 

accused the government and the 

Budapest government office of 

“wasting time on vile and sordid 

political attacks while Hungary 

keeps hitting tragic records 

and its [Covid] mortality rate is 

among the worst in the world”.  

“The government office and its 

leadership should finally recognise 

that there are no Fidesz districts 

and leftist districts when it comes 

to the pandemic protection efforts, 

only Budapest citizens who deserve 

effective action instead of political 

soundbites,” the statement said.  The 

government office’s duty should be 

to facilitate a swift and transparent 

inoculation campaign together with 

Budapest’s district local councils, 

the statement said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY TO 
RECEIVE 680,000 MORE 
DOSES OF SPUTNIK V OVER 
NEXT TWO WEEKS

Hungary will receive another 

680,000 doses of Russia’s Sputnik V 

coronavirus vaccine over the next 

two weeks, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said after talks with Russian 

Industry and Trade Minister Denis 

Manturov. Hungary will take delivery 

of 250,000 doses of the vaccine early 

next week, followed by another 

250,000 doses on the following week, 

Szijjártó, who was administered 

the Russian jab on Friday, said on 

Facebook. Another 180,000 doses 

that will serve as the second shot for 

people who have already received 

the first will also be delivered next 

week, he added.
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CORONAVIRUS - 194 
FATALITIES, 10,625 MORE 
INFECTIONS

Fully 194 generally elderly patients with 

co-morbidities died over the past 24 

hours, while 10,625 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said on Sunday. Altogether 1,563,242 

people have been vaccinated in 

Hungary, 474,891 of whom have 

received a second shot, the portal 

said. The number of active infections 

has risen to 183,336, while hospitals are 

caring for 10,652 Covid patients, 1,273 

of whom need respiratory assistance. 

Altogether 50,512 people are in official 

home quarantine, and the number of 

tests stands at 4,283,741. Ever since the 

first outbreak, 571,596 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 18,262. Fully 369,998 people 

have made a recovery.

DÖMÖTÖR: LEFT WING 
CAPABLE OF ANY ‘GRIM 
ACTION’   

The left wing’s anti-vaccination 

campaign is “just as unscrupulous 

as it looks”, and if they are capable of 

endangering people’s lives in the midst 

of a pandemic, then “they are capable 

of any grim action”, state secretary 

Csaba Dömötör said on public radio on 

Sunday. Dömötör told Kossuth Radio 

experts agree that any vaccine is better 

than the coronavirus; regardless, the 

left wing’s anti-vaccination campaign 

is underway in more and more places. 

The left wing has attacked the vaccine 

licencing process conducted by 

Hungarian experts on a number of 

occasions, it has collected signatures 

against certain vaccines, and DK leader 

Ferenc Gyurcsány and various mayors 

have sent letters to GPs asking them 

not to use some vaccines, he said. He 

added that the same left wing that 

demanded restrictions be lifted two 

weeks earlier, is now calling healthcare 

leaders to account. Dömötör said 

there were enough hospital beds and 

ventilators to manage the pandemic, 

but restrictions must remain in place to 

prevent frontline health-care workers 

from being burdened any further.

He said the vaccination rollout is 

progressing well. “We see the light at 

the end of the tunnel, but we still have 

a long way to go,” he added.

KÁSLER DISCUSSES 
PANDEMIC MEASURES IN 
BELGRADE

Human Resources Minister Miklós 

Kásler has discussed coronavirus-

related experience including waves 

of the pandemic, virus variants and 

national inoculation statistics at a 

meeting with Zlatibor Lončar, Serbia’s 

health minister, in Belgrade. Speaking 

at a joint press conference after their 

meeting, Kásler noted that compared 

with other European countries 

Hungary and Serbia both have good 

inoculation rates thank to a swifter 

response by their governments. He 

said the professional, ethical and 

legal aspects of coronavirus-related 

measures featured high on the agenda 

of talks. Kásler said they also discussed 

the difference in the availability of 

medical supplies, therapy, preventive 

measures and regulations over the 

course of the three waves of the 

pandemic. 

JUSTICE MINISTER: 
BRUSSELS TRYING TO 
DESTROY TRADITIONAL 
VALUES

Brussels is trying to destroy traditional 

values by using rule-of-law blackmail 

and sanctions, Justice Minister Judit 

Varga said on Saturday.

In a post on Facebook responding 

to statements in the press by Vera 

Jourova, the  Vice President of the 

European Commission for Values 

and Transparency, Varga said Jourova 

had put political pressure on the EU 

court, “practically instructing” the 

judicial body by “expressing her 

expectations” on a ruling concerning 

a conditionality mechanism. Hungary, 

together with Poland, is challenging 

the conditionality mechanism that 

would penalise European Union 

member states for rule-of-law 

violations that affect the management 

of EU funding. Varga called on left-

liberal politicians to stop blackmailing 

states that support traditional values. 

She added that communities rather 

than individuals, independent nation 

states rather than multiculturalism, 

and traditional male-female roles 

rather than hundreds of genders 

represent these values.
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ERDŐ MARKS LAUNCH OF 
THE YEAR OF FAMILIES 

Archbishop Péter Erdő, the head 

of the Hungarian Catholic church, 

celebrated holy mass launching a 

special year dedicated to the family, 

announced by Pope Francis to mark 

the fifth anniversary of his exhortation 

Amoris leatitiae. At the mass, held in a 

closed circle due to the coronavirus 

pandemic, Erdő prayed for God’s 

blessing to grant strength to families 

in that difficult situation. A letter from 

family affairs minister Katalin Novák 

was read out at the mass. She said 

families could always count on the 

service of Christian churches, and that 

the government was “honoured” to 

help strengthen families by drafting 

legislation to protect them, provide 

financial aid and to provide the basis 

of life with families at its centre. Novák 

said traditional families, a “cornerstone 

of Christian life and culture,” were 

currently under attack. “Destructive 

forces are working to tear families 

apart, ruin communities and keep 

young people from having children,” 

she said. However, the basic values in 

life remain unchanged, Novak said. 

“We still need the fixed points we have 

been leaning on for 2,000 years,” the 

letter said. Miklós Soltész, the state 

secretary for church relations and 

ethnic minorities, noted in his message 

that the Hungarian government had 

assisted families in many ways, as well 

as people planning to marry or raise 

a family. As a result, the number of 

marriages has grown by more than 

80% since 2010, and the number of 

couples deciding to have children 

has also grown, he said. The number 

of divorces has fallen by 27%, and the 

number of abortions has halved, he 

said.  The government continues to 

count on the spiritual work of churches 

as they can count on the government, 

Soltész added.

NOVÁK STRESSES 
IMPORTANCE OF EASING 
BURDEN FOR SINGLE-
PARENT FAMILIES

The government continues to work 

to ease the burden for single-parent 

families, Minister for Families Katalin 

Novak said on her Facebook page on 

Sunday. In a video message posted 

on the occasion of Single Parents’ 

Day, Novák said the government had 

supported the establishment of single-

parent centres for Hungarians raising 

their children alone with some half a 

billion forints (EUR 1.4m). The centres 

offer parenting support, help writing 

CVs and legal advice, as well as day 

camps for kids in the summer, she 

added. Novák said she is working with 

the justice ministry to more efficiently 

calculate and collect alimony. She 

stressed that single-parent families 

are eligible for most tax preferences 

and home subsidies available to other 

families. She added that single-parent 

families get a bigger family allowance 

and enjoy a preference similar to that 

of big families when enrolling their 

children for crèche.

HUNGARY FRONT RUNNER 
IN FAMILY SUPPORT 
SPENDING

Hungary will spend more than 5% of 

GDP on family support this year, more 

than in any other country in the world, 

Minister for Families Katalin Novák said 

in a video message posted on her 

Facebook page on Saturday.

Government spending on family 

support is set to reach 2,600 billion 

forints (EUR 7.1bn) this year, two-and-

a-half times more than in 2010, Novák 

said.

The government aims to make it 

easier to start a family, have kids and 

raise them, which is why it increases 

funding earmarked for family support 

from year to year, she added.

DK: MONEY ‘BY THE 
WHEELBARROW 
FULL’ TAKEN FROM 
OUTSOURCED UNIS

The Democratic Coalition (DK) 

believes that “Fidesz cronies” are 

“taking home millions in pay by the 

wheelbarrow full from the foundations 

of outsourced universities”, an MP of 

the opposition party said at a press 

conference on Facebook on Sunday. 

“They stole the universities from 

our common ownership, but not 

just the universities, they also gave 

themselves plenty of money and real 

estate,” Lajos Oláh said. He added that 

governing Fidesz had “outsourced the 

universities for themselves”. “Ministers 
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and state secretaries got positions in 

the foundations’ boards of trustees, 

while the government continued to 

talk about independence,” he said.  

SOCIALISTS CALL FOR 
CONTINUED SCREENINGS, 
STRICT CONTACT TRACING

The opposition Socialists said on 

Sunday that coronavirus screening 

and strict contact tracing should not 

be neglected in the fight against the 

pandemic.

Socialist MP Ildikó Borbély Bangó 

told a press conference on Facebook 

that the government was currently 

not using all available means of 

defence and called on the cabinet to 

provide five rapid home test kits to 

every Hungarian free of charge every 

month. She said there were sufficient 

resources for this purpose considering 

that the government was just now 

spending an extra 11 billion forints 

(EUR 31m) on the construction of three 

sports halls. Neighbouring Austria, 

with a population of 8.9 million, has 

performed 19 million tests, as against 

hardly more than 4 million in Hungary, 

she said. 

SOCIALISTS: OPPOSITION 
MAYORS URGE NATL 
SOLIDARITY

Opposition mayors are urging 

solidarity in the management of the 

coronavirus pandemic and ask the 

government not to reject their offers 

to help, the opposition Socialists’ 

co-head said at a press conference 

on Facebook on Saturday. Ágnes 

Kunhalmi said one of the conditions 

of successful pandemic management 

is a high inoculation rate, adding that 

there is no right- or left-wing vaccine. 

Every available vaccine is better than 

getting sick, she said.

Kunhalmi said governing Fidesz 

would like to “spread the blame” for 

Covid deaths, while only the prime 

minister has the information necessary 

to take the decisions necessary to 

defend against the virus. She said 

Hungary may be in second place 

in the European Union in terms of 

vaccination relative to population, 

but it is also among the member states 

with the highest Covid death rates. 

The reason for that, she added, is that 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán prepared 

neither the health-care sector nor the 

general population for the second and 

third waves of the pandemic. Kunhalmi 

said the government won’t allow 

vaccination centres to be set up in 

opposition-run municipalities because 

it doesn’t want to be outdone when 

the job is done better.

Ruling Fidesz said in response that 

the left wing was ready to risk people’s 

lives in the hope of gaining power and 

were being “very hypocritical”. “They 

deny being anti-vaxxers but right from 

the start, they have tried to create 

distrust in vaccines and hinder their 

licencing, and they initiated a ban on 

vaccines,” the party said. “It is shameful 

that in the hope of gaining power, 

the left wing are making an effort in 

parliament and in municipalities to 

extend the epidemic and slow down 

the vaccination drive, resulting in more 

patients and more deaths”, it added.

LMP: APPRECIATION FOR 
SOCIAL WORKERS ONLY 
POSSIBLE WITH CHANGE 
OF GOVT

Opposition LMP believes that the 

work of social workers will only be 

fully appreciated if there is a change 

of government, a party lawmaker said 

at a press conference on Facebook on 

Sunday. Péter Ungár said the current 

cabinet had not appreciated the extra 

work of social workers even as they 

did everything possible to reduce the 

number of victims of the coronavirus 

pandemic. Social workers did not get 

the one-off 500,000 forint (EUR 1,360) 

bonus that health-care workers so 

deservedly got, he added. He called it 

“unacceptable” that just 4 % of social 

workers infected with Covid while at 

work got their full sick-leave benefit. He 

added that it was “incomprehensible” 

that the government had inoculated 

nursing home workers, but not those 

providing in-home care or caring for 

children.

PÁRBESZÉD: MUST VIEW 
ROMA AS PARTNERS

Párbeszéd believes it is the 

responsibility of the opposition to 

make a serious offer to the Hungarian 

Roma, and to have a government 

established after 2022 that considers 

the Roma a partner, not a tool, the 
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deputy head of the opposition 

party’s parliamentary group said at 

a press conference on Facebook on 

Saturday. Presenting Párbeszéd’s 

Roma programme, Bence Tordai 

said Hungary’s Roma are “owed the 

most” as they have always “drawn 

the shortest straw” in the turmoil of 

the change of system and following 

decades.

Párbeszéd will work, he said, “to 

make Roma feel that they are full 

members of society”. Sándor Berki, 

who heads the Nógrád County 

chapter of Párbeszéd and serves 

as the party’s officer for minority 

and ethnic groups, said Párbeszéd 

would publish a six-plus-one-point 

programme for public consultation. 

János Klajban, who represents the 

Roma self-government in Salgótarján, 

in the northeast of the country, said the 

programme would ensure all children 

the same educational opportunities, 

regardless of ethnic heritage, and raise 

the school-leaving age to 18 again, 

while increasing family support and 

making it more fair, so people living 

in abject poverty get more. István 

Ürmös, who heads Párbeszéd’s 

chapter in Heves County, and sits on 

the municipal council of Nagyfüged, 

in the northeast, pressed for an end to 

the segregation of Roma communities 

and urged Roma candidates to be put 

on the opposition’s joint list in next 

year’s general election.

KARÁCSONY: BUDAPEST 
TO REMEMBER COVID 
VICTIMS WITH MINUTE OF 
SILENCE

Budapest will join an initiative by 

the Eurocities network of large 

cities in Europe and remember the 

victims of the coronavirus pandemic 

with a minute of silence at noon on 

Wednesday, Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

said on Facebook on Sunday. 

Karácsony said the gesture is also 

intended as a sign of appreciation 

for the work of frontline workers 

such as doctors, residents, nurses 

and paramedics. He added that 

the “remembrance does not aim 

to aggravate, but to mitigate the 

increasingly elevated tone of political 

debates”. Karácsony said public 

transport in the capital would also 

observe the minute of silence. He 

invited Hungarians who live outside of 

Budapest to join the minute of silence, 

too, on March 24.

HUNGARY TO CO-FUND 
PADUA UNIVERSITY HALL 
RECONSTRUCTION

Hungary’s foreign ministry is donating 

10,000 euros to contribute to the 

reconstruction of the Bo Palace, the 

building of the Padua University, 

in northern Italy, the Hungarian 

embassy in Italy said. The Palace’s 

Hall of the Forty, which holds forty 

paintings of the university’s most 

distinguished students in the Middle 

Ages, is slated for reconstruction for 

the university’s 800th anniversary in 

2022. Among the paintings are ones 

of three Hungarians: the historian 

and poet Janus Pannonius (1434-

1472), the humanist and physician 

Johannes Sambucus (1531-1584), 

and the Transylvanian prince István 

Báthory (1533-1586).


