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Current restrictions will remain in place unchanged for at least one more week from Monday, the prime minister said. He 

added that the decision had been made for one week only, because “much could change in a week”. He also said that 

Easter could be a risky period because the spread of the epidemic was linked to the number of contacts people made. 

Increasing the number of vaccinations is the most important means of protection, he said. Currently four or five times as 

many people get vaccinated every week as the number of new infections, he added. Orbán said the vaccination roll-out 

must be quick and this requires access to vaccines.

Since 500,000 fewer doses of AstraZeneca vaccines are scheduled to arrive over the next two months than originally agreed, 

the same amount of Eastern vaccines need to be acquired in order to maintain the original vaccination schedule, Orbán 

said. Talks are under way and chances are good that the missing AstraZeneca vaccines can be replaced with Chinese and 

Russian jabs, he added.

Coronavirus-related restrictions could be eased when the number of vaccinated 
Hungarians reaches 2.5 million, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán told public Kossuth Radio 
on Friday morning.

OrBÁN: EaSING rEQUIrES 2.5 M hUNGarIaNS JaBBED
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OrBÁN: ThIrD WaVE 
OF EPIDEMIc BrEaKING 
rEcOrDS

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán told public 

Kossuth Radio that the third wave of 

the epidemic was breaking records 

with 213 people dying on Thursday 

alone and 1,174 hospitalised Covid 

patients on ventilators. “This is not 

the moment to ease restrictions,” he 

said. Hungarian hospitals have a total 

1,618 beds equipped with ventilators 

and nearly another 11,000 free beds, 

he said. Orbán added that he had 

met hospital directors, who were 

“skilled and experienced people” and 

concluded that all facilities were “under 

firm control”. “Everybody has problems 

but those will be resolved with central 

assistance,” Orbán said.

Most resident doctors have 

been inoculated and assigned to 

hospitals, while medical students 

in their final year will be next in the 

order of vaccination, Orbán said. 

Further restrictions would cause 

too much difficulty for the country, 

Orbán said, and encouraged families 

and entrepreneurs to “hold on”, and 

pledged that once the economy 

restarts, “next year could be strong 

and abundant”. Reopening could be 

gradual, its phases aligned with the 

number of people vaccinated against 

the virus, he said.

The number of people inoculated 

could exceed 1.5 million on Friday, 

Orbán said, adding that 260,000 

vaccination certificates had been 

issued so far. “Together with those 

who have been certified as recovered 

from Covid, two million people are 

now officially immune,” he said. He 

also suggested that “in certain phases 

of re-opening” holders of immunity 

certificates could use more services 

than others. Orbán called on the 

left wing to “stop their anti-vaxxer 

campaign because it poses a risk on 

people’s lives”. Had the contracts 

signed by the EU with vaccine 

manufacturers been allowed to 

become public, people could see the 

order of procurements, Orbán said. He 

added that he had regretted believing 

Brussels’ arguments when they said 

they would manage procurements 

faster and better than member states. 

After the migration crisis, this has been 

the second disappointment regarding 

EU policies, Orbán said.

“At the time, Hungary did not 

understand why Brussels was inviting 

migrants rather than stopping them 

at the border,” he said, adding that 

it demonstrated that the notion 

of nation states had not become 

outdated.

Orbán said Hungary was expecting 

Brussels to “supply vaccines rather 

than passport rules”. “The whole of 

Europe is in a bad psychological state 

and the same applies to Hungary,” he 

said. A restart is needed and countries 

need to be reunified, which goes 

beyond the task of politicians and 

requires input by artists, churches 

and everyone, he added. Orbán said 

Hungary did not suffer from a shortage 

of vaccination points but a shortage of 

vaccines. There is a plan for opening 

new vaccination points when this 

is needed. Efforts will be made to 

help out any GP who believes their 

surgery is not suitable for handling 

vaccinations, he said.

Commenting on ruling Fidesz 

quitting the European People’s Party, 

he said the first fractures in relations 

had appeared during the migration 

crisis. And there had been disputes 

even earlier, when Fidesz was not 

getting the EPP’s clear support for 

its public utility cut scheme and 

for imposing taxes on banks and 

multinationals, he added. “There was 

a growing distance in terms of ideas 

and when the global crisis came, the 

people’s party introduced changes 

in its regulations instead of offering 

help,” he said. Orbán described this as 

“undeserved, absurd and unfeasible”, 

adding that under such circumstances 

“it is best to say good-bye”. He said he 

was in touch with the prime minister 

of Poland and Italian minister Matteo 

Salvini and the three countries were 

trying to reorganise the European right 

wing, making common plans for the 

future.

GaLGÓcZI: OVEr haLF 
OF rEGISTErED SENIOrS 
INOcULaTED

More than half of the elderly 

Hungarians registered for vaccination 

against Covid-19 have now received 

their shots, the chief epidemiologist 

of the Public Health Centre said on 

Friday. Ágnes Galgóczi, speaking at 
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the press conference of the central 

coronavirus board, said that the goal 

was to complete the vaccination 

process as soon as possible. So far, 

1,478,000 people have received 

at least their first shot, including 

444,451, who are fully inoculated, 

she said. Referring to a Thursday 

statement by the European Medicines 

Agency, Galgóczi said that the 

AstraZeneca vaccine is safe to use, 

with no increased risk of developing 

blood clots. “Its benefits far surpass 

possible risks,” she said, noting that 

several hundred thousand Hungarians 

had been inoculated with the 

product. Concerning the Janssen 

vaccine, Galgóczi said that it was not 

expected to arrive in Hungary before 

the second half of April. “As soon as 

it is here, we will use it,” she added. 

Answering a question, the official 

said that so far the British coronavirus 

variant had been identified in 1,397 

Hungarian samples, while 13 samples 

contained the Czech and 6 the South 

African types. The Brazilian variant of 

the virus has not been reported in 

Hungary, she said.

JUSTIcE MINISTEr SLaMS 
EU FOr ‘SEcrEcY’ OVEr 
VaccINE aGrEEMENTS

Transparency is in the interest of all 

Europeans, Justice Minister Judit 

Varga said on Facebook, accusing 

the European Union of “keeping 

secrets” and not publishing details 

concerning the bloc’s coronavirus 

vaccine purchase deals. Varga said 

that European institutions “often 

want to hold the Member States 

accountable for transparency 

concerning the rule of law 

discussions ... to safeguard the trust 

of citizens and businesses”. Varga 

questioned whether “secrecy” was 

in compliance with requirements of 

transparency and European values. 

“Does secrecy not make citizens’ 

right to information curtailed?” she 

asked.

cOrONaVIrUS - DK: 
hUNGarY ON ‘BrINK OF 
NaTIONaL DISaSTEr’

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) said Hungary was “on the brink 

of a national disaster” caused by the 

government’s insufficient handling of 

the coronavirus epidemic.

Citing figures announced by Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán on Friday 

morning, deputy group leader Gergely 

Arató told an online press conference 

that there had been more coronavirus 

deaths in Hungary relative to the total 

number of citizens on Thursday than 

in any other country.

He called on Orbán to stop “his 

obvious lies and propaganda about 

success” and face up to reality. While 

Orbán was saying that “everything is in 

order and no changes are necessary” 

during his 23-minute interview, 

another 171 people got infected with 

the virus and another three died, 

Arató said. Orbán has “completely and 

irreversibly lost touch with reality”, he 

added.

Ruling Fidesz said in response “the 

anti-vaxxer left” continued its anti-

vaccination campaign.

“If it comes to grabbing power, 

leftist parties do not care for the 

lives of Hungarians,” Fidesz said in a 

statement. They called on DK to “stop 

lying about the vaccines”, and on 

the opposition to “stop obstructing 

the protection efforts if they are not 

willing to help.”

FÜrJES: aGrEEMENT 
rEachED ON SEVEraL 
MaTTErS cONcErNING 
FUNDING TO BUDaPEST

Agreement has been reached 

on several matters concerning 

funding for Budapest development 

projects at a session of the Municipal 

Development Council, Balázs Fürjes, 

state secretary for developments in 

the capital and its agglomeration, 

said after the session.

Fürjes said in a video posted on 

Facebook that it had been agreed 

that the government would provide 

to local municipalities 10 billion 

forints (EUR 273m) annually over 

five years under the arrangements 

of a scheme dubbed Healthy 

Budapest. The money can be used 

for revamping and building doctors’ 

surgeries and outpatient facilities 

and the purchase of therapeutical 

and diagnostics equipment, he 

added. It has also been agreed that 

the government would provide 

75 billion forints for the revamp 

and development of Danube 
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embankments to make them more 

pedestrian and cycle friendly, he said. 

An interconnected tram network will 

be further developed in Buda, linking 

Szent Gellért Square with Budafoki 

Road through the university campus 

and Kopaszi dyke areas, he added. 

Fürjes said Budapest was eligible 

for 80 billion forints European 

Union development funding in 

the 2021-2027 budget period but 

the government would like to help 

the city have access to 3,000 billion 

forints. “We will be able to agree on 

this,” he added, noting that target 

areas for EU-funded developments 

would include health care, transport, 

green spaces and educational 

infrastructure.

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

said on Facebook after the session 

that “intensive talks” with the 

government would start next week 

concerning the use of EU resources. 

He said he had consulted with 

representatives of other EU capitals 

and European Commissioner for 

Cohesion and Reforms Elisa Ferreira 

earlier on Thursday. She confirmed 

that governments will be obliged 

to hold partnership consultations 

with affected local municipalities 

on developments, he said. “Finally 

we have managed to convince the 

government to start real consultation 

about EU resources,” he said, adding 

that this was a good development, 

even if he expected difficult talks 

because “the government basically 

likes to spend such resources for its 

own purposes”.

He welcomed the agreement on 

the annual 10 billion forints to be 

received from the government for the 

development of outpatient services 

and the agreement on developing 

the Danube lower embankment on the 

Pest side, which he said will enable the 

implementation of the city leadership’s 

green embankment plan.

LMP caLLS FOr DaNUBE’S 
PrOTEcTION ON GLOBaL 
cLIMaTE acTION DaY

The leaders of green opposition LMP 

called for a more effective protection 

of the Danube river in Hungary on 

Friday, joining the Global Climate Strike 

Movement.

János Kendernay told an online press 

conference that the Danube “is under 

serious threat”, noting government 

construction projects affecting 

seriously the flora and fauna of the 

river, which provides 40 percent of 

Hungary’s drinking water. “And we 

don’t know what sort of additional 

plans does the government have for 

the future,” he said.

Co-leader Erzsébet Schmuck said 

that stopping climate change is a 

priority for LMP and urged for “real 

action” instead of “green propaganda” 

by ruling Fidesz.


